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“Once something is in space it should always stay in space, use it or lose it. It's got to be reusable.”

- Cislunar Corporation
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TO THE READER
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In this story (and most of my stories) I know I am using the antiquated dating system, A.D. I blame this on the book Daybreak – 2250 A.D. by Andre Norton, which I read some time in elementary school (and of which I recently bought an old paperback copy). So, I was imprinted early with that dating system and think it sounds cooler than C.E. No social, political or any other kind of statement is meant.
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Chapter 1
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Date: 2050 AD

Sometimes I think the good news would be that the company lost its latest construction bid. But that almost never happens because the powers that be have a habit of lowering any bids coming out of engineering to a level that  guarantees acceptance by the customer. And once the bid is accepted it's up to engineering to bring the project in under bid and on time. After all, we engineers must tacitly approve of the company's tactics since we never walk out.

I know I never walk out because I have two ex-wives and their lawyers to support, I don't know why the others stay. Anyway, once the low bid has been accepted we engineers get busy, but soon it became apparent that it would be difficult to deliver at the price the company had agreed to. You see, just the cost of getting the stuff to orbit would break the budget. And that's if we figured out a way to expand the on-orbit fuel depot without having it break into several large pieces and fall back to Earth. Then again, maybe if one of those large chunks hit corporate headquarters. I remember when I started at Orbital Robotics almost a decade ago, I thought it would be a promotion to go into project leadership, and it was, but not like I had imagined. I had dreams of pulling off another Moon landing, or at least a new game-changing flight system like the space tugs of a couple of decades ago. But I, along with the rest of the engineers in the company, have spent our time trying to save projects from the short-sightedness of management, which brings me to our first engineering meeting after being awarded the project.
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