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​​Introduction
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[image: image]Welcome to your Voyage Experience  guide: "Tasmania – Australia's Treasures Island" which we hope will help you discover this beautiful Australian island that totally overwhelmed us with its beauty. Still little frequented by foreign tourists, this fabulous island is home to  spectacular nature, breathtaking landscapes, an omnipresent fauna that will delight  young and old and amaze them: kangourous, wallabies, pademelons, wombats,  Black swans, kookaburras, cockatoos, parakeets, lorikeets and multicolored birds. 

But Tasmania is full of many more treasures: gorgeous white sand beaches, vertiginous cliffs plunging into the sea,  magnificent national parks landscaped with spectacular hikes, eucalyptus forests and tea trees with delightful scents, varied landscapes with shimmering colors covering almost the entire chromatic palette. We lack of words to express the beauty of this island that we have traveled for almost a month. We will certainly come back to continue its discovery and enjoy its beauty, its wild and peaceful air, warm people and wonderful nature!

[image: image]

This paper book is based on an ebook that you can get for free on your smartphone or tablet (see at the end of the book the modalities) and where you can use all the features explained in the following section: "How to use the eguide".   This section also contains navigation modes called GeoNav, PhotoNav,  and IcoNav. The eGuide offers you another approach to travel, between "logbook" and classic guide.

You can imagine that we do not have a team like Lonely Planet, so you will not find in this book full of addresses of accommodation or restaurants. We share with you our travels and personal experiences. We hope this will help you discover new destinations and make you want to visit them. Note that the electronic version works almost like a website and doesn’t need to be used with an Internet connection (unless you want to access OpenStreetMap and other hyperlinks we give you throughout the book).  Bon voyage!
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Sincerely,

Cristina & Olivier
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​Practical tips for Tasmania
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Formalities and good budget plans

If you are European citizen, you can obtain the Australian visa on the internet here. For a stay of less than 3 months, the visa is free and you will receive it during the day, normally. Be careful, you must have it  before arriving in Australia and it’s valid for one year from the date of issue and for several entries.  Be careful to write the name(s)  and first name/s as they appear in your passport!  For stays of longer duration, the visa is charged, but you will find all the details on the official page above.

[image: image]Depending on the country of origin, the good deals may be different to buy cheaper plane tickets. Here are some tips that apply no matter what country you're leaving from.  Buy your tickets in advance (minimum 3 to 6 months) to benefit from the best rates.   If you have the opportunity to choose the dates of your holidays, prefer those where there are promotions on the different airlines and avoid busy periods such as Christmas, Easter, New Year. Don't buy your tickets right away, but test the market first. Look for airlines that fly to Tasmania. To see which airlines fly to Hobart, see the Hobart International Airport website here.  We arrived  with  Air New Zealand because we got a competitive offer, but you can just as well try with Quantas which offers attractive fares especially for multi-city tickets, or low-cost Australian companies like JetStar or VirginAustralia. 

[image: image]Beware of the prices of plane  tickets that can vary every day, without apparent logic. Therefore, I advise you to save on your computer the prices obtained on different days, and after comparison, you can decide to buy your tickets the right moment. In this way you will not only be able to compare prices, but also determine a trend and you will know when there is a price not to be missed. You can save up to 400 €/ticket and maybe more in some cases. Depending on your starting point, try the following airlines to increase your chances of getting good prices: Lufthansa,  Emirates, Iberia, KLM.  Also watch out for low-cost airlines that have less advantageous conditions for the weight and size of checked  or cabin baggage!

Ideal time to travel:  the best time to visit Tasmania if you do not like the cold is certainly summer which goes from December to February.  We were there in autumn which goes from March to May and knows a variable weather, but with pleasant temperatures that can sometimes go up to 20 ° C.  There are also rainy days when it is colder (15°C), but they alternate with good weather.

How to get around?

If you want to visit Tasmania, then renting a car is a must because even if there is some public transport, they will not allow you to go everywhere on the island. The price of renting a car  is quite high in Australia (although there are some exceptions), and Tasmania is no exception.  The price here is more than  60 €/day if you book in advance online. 

[image: image][image: image]When looking for a car, consider all categories. We booked a jeep which was much cheaper than an economic car!  It is true that it consumes more fuel, but ultimately if you stay several weeks, it’s more interesting. We paid about 51€/day and rented from Sixt. Their counter is right at the arrivals level at the airport and very fast pick-up. We were able to book several months in advance, without paying anything. If you don't have a credit card (but a debit one), they will take a deposit of 200 AUD. You can also try the other companies present at the airport and know that if you pay in advance you will often get a good discount: BargainCarRentals, Redspot or Drive.  If you own a smartphone and want to save money on internet data transfer, use the free MapFactor Navigator app  that we WARMLY recommend, tested and approved on the roads around the world. The maps are to be downloaded free of charge in order to benefit from the offline mode and use them without permanent connection. Go download the app by searching your app store. 

[image: image]Warning: in Australia,  you drive on the left, so it's better to take an  automatic gearbox. Road signs are also different and sometimes it is difficult to understand their meaning. If you want to prepare yourself see here, even if the page is not really complete.  For parking signs, see here instead.

Speed limits:


	on certain portions of rural asphalt roads  : 110km/h

	on asphalt roads outside the city: 100 km/h

	On unpaved roads outside the city: 80 km/h

	In the city the speed limit is 50 km/h.



Be careful these speed limits are reduced between sunset and sunrise because wildlife is very abundant on the roads: wallabies, kangaroos, Tasmanian devils and other marsupials that are unfortunately crushed by dozens. It is therefore better not to exceed 60 km/h and even 45 km/h in some areas.  Australia uses the metric system.

Accommodation

[image: image]There are several types of accommodation, from cottages, apartment rentals, hotels, motels, hostels and campsites. It all depends on your budget and how many people travel together. For families with children, the most economical variant is the rental of apartments, cottages  or motels (inn or lodge). The price of this type of accommodation is cheaper than the prices of hotel rooms. We have rented 2 charming cottages that we will mention in the corresponding sections. We’ll add a few other accommodations that we may have encountered on the road.

[image: image][image: image]In Tasmania, weather conditions can suddenly change and it can go from beautiful sunshine to torrential rain or strong wind within minutes. It is therefore better to consult the weather forecast for the place you want to visit on the day. This is even more true in alpine areas where rain, wind and sun are all possible at any time of the year,  and bushfires can occur between October and March.   We often checked this local site for weather forecasts. For hiking, especially in  alpine areas, you should include in your basic equipment a K-way hooded raincoat  or even  Gore-Tex if you go outside of summer, waterproof pants,  sturdy walking shoes and  warm clothing, as  well as a hat and even gloves.  Of course, plan enough water and a sandwich or more depending on the length of your hike.  The sun hits harder here because the hole in the ozone layer just above hasn't closed yet, so bring sunscreen if parts of your body are exposed.
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​​How do I navigate the eGuide?



[image: ]




You have already read dozens of books or travel guides in your life. They usually have a table of contents at the beginning and either an index, glossary or an acknowledgement section at the end. The electronic version of this book contains a lot of this information, but it also has an added bonus that will help you to quickly and intuitively mobilize the content and personalize your reading mode: it is a true digital touch-screen eBook, a kind of website that doesn’t need an Internet connection. We organized the eGuide in a conventional way for those who want to read "normally" without asking any metaphysical or methodological questions: if you want, you can jump directly to "The places to visit". For the curious or "computer savvy", here are the three modes of navigation that we offer. You can always go back while reading using the button "Back" on your smartphone, tablet or touch screen computer. All underlined texts are hyperlinks, so you can click them (on your computer) or tap with your finger (on your touch screen). You can see colorful, square thematic icons with a pictogram inside. Here are a few examples:

[image: image][image: image][image: image][image: image][image: image][image: image]These icons announce clearly and simply the points of interest which are present in the respective section. The background color of the icons depends on the theme. You can see the details of these icons in the IcoNAV chapter. Here is how the 3 navigation options offered work:

1. GeoNAV: a "classic" geographical exploration

In the electronic version, by touching or clicking the hyperlink corresponding to the tourist site you are interested in, you go directly to the corresponding page.

2. PhotoNAV: discover dream sites through photos

In the electronic version, by touching or clicking the hyperlink below the photo, you go directly to the corresponding page.

3. IcoNAV: choose your interests by icons

In the chapter "IcoNAV", you can discover the themes of the icons and, for each of them, the list of tourist sites where this icon is found. By clicking or touching the hyperlinks you go directly to the corresponding page. Nothing could be easier!
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