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DEDICATION

Acts 20:20-21 ESV how I did not shrink from declaring to you anything that was profitable, and teaching you in public and from house to house,(21)testifying both to Jews and to Greeks of repentance toward God and of faith in our Lord Jesus Christ.

I dedicate this book to all who are seeking after God, to know Him personally. I also dedicate this book to all of those who are faithful witnesses of the faith in them. May the Father honor your faithfulness with much fruit.


ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

First and foremost, all thanks must go to the Lord Jesus Christ for helping me accomplish this work. To Him be the glory. Throughout many years of ministry, the Lord has used exceptional men and women of God to teach and speak the truth, which I have had the honor of hearing and receiving. These Godly men and women have challenged and modeled the Spirit-filled life for everyone to see and thirst after.

We should all be grateful for the Godly people who have left their mark on our hearts and minds. Through their example, we see and experience the need to build mature spiritual fathers and mothers of the faith. Thank you, each one of you, who God used to form this book “Born Again.”


Chapter 1 INTRODUCTION

Let’s explore the reality of an authentic experience and personal relationship with God through the Lord Jesus Christ. Developing and having an ongoing personal relationship with God is the most critical activity of human existence. We cannot engage with God the Father except through the Son, and we cannot know the Son except through the Person of the Holy Spirit, who reveals Him to us. True salvation is more than a "pray this prayer" encounter. True salvation is a life-changing experience connected with a life-giving God. Thus, the term "Born Again."

Salvation starts with a wooing process as the Father calls us to His heart. It is the Holy Spirit that brings about that wooing or conviction upon our hearts that reveals our need for salvation and to develop a relationship with God. When we are lost and under conviction, we may not realize that it is God at work, calling our hearts to Him. Many believers are Christians for years before discovering the exuberant vibrancy of the Holy Spirit's presence in and through them. A challenge is issued for those reading and studying this book to be genuinely open to the leadership of the Holy Spirit and God's Word. In that openness, see the work of the Holy Spirit in drawing a heart to the Father.

The Bible was not written by men whom the Holy Spirit inspired to stimulate theological discussions concerning the ministry and work of the Holy Spirit. The Bible was written and given to us to change men's lives by encouraging a desire for a proper relationship with God the Father, God the Son, and God the Spirit. We need to search the Scriptures concerning the doctrines of salvation and the Holy Spirit, and compare them to our own limited personal experiences and understanding. We may discover more about being saved and about the Holy Spirit than we can define in a mere doctrinal statement.

People often have an intense desire to engage in heated theological debates. The arguments are not always theologically based, as they are typically more emotionally biased than biblically founded. Therefore, the correctness of one's doctrine is generally argued from a biased opinion based on the denominational slant of the opponents in the debate. The desire to win the controversy stems from the same desire as rooting for a sports team. No one wants to be a part of a losing team. Who wants to walk away from a conversation with a new revelation that the Biblical doctrine they have embraced for decades is false or incomplete? This denominational bias typically leads us to seek fellowship with people who "believe as we do," so we can have validation for our belief system. As some folks have put it, "birds of the same feather flock together.

This self and group validation method, often referred to as "birds of the same feather, flock together," has been a cause of misunderstanding, confusion, and abuse among many within the faith regarding the work, ministry, and Person of the Holy Spirit, particularly in developing a relationship with God. Think about the doctrine of salvation for a moment. People can claim they are saved and call themselves Christians, and we have the mindset that we are under an obligation to take their word for it without any right to question their faith or confession.

However, what will we do with the fact that our Lord Jesus Christ Himself said that "we shall know them by their fruit?" Know who? We will know the true believer from the false one by their fruit. We will know the Christian who has had an authentic experience of the heart by faith in our Lord Jesus Christ versus the one who only has a confession of the mouth. However, how would we know? What are the witnesses or pieces of evidence of salvation? There is an old saying that says, "The proof is in the pudding." The prayer is that this book will help clear up some of the misconceptions that have plagued the church concerning the work of the Holy Spirit in the salvation process and the evidence that proves someone is genuine in their "born again" experience. It is essential that what we have developed is indeed an authentic relationship with God, not just a mere religion. If we have spent any time in church at all, we have come to know some who love their religion, denomination, and church building more than a love relationship with the heavenly Father.

The Holy Spirit's work in the lives of both the lost and saved has been an interest of mine since I became a believer in 1974. Like most people, when first saved, there was a bombardment of fabricated traditional teachings, emotionally charged convictions, and doctrines based on nothing more than personal experiences and a false belief system. Many "well-meaning" believers poured their time and life out in the hope of seeing this author grow in faith and understanding. However, much of what they taught was nothing more than an echo of half-truths and misunderstandings that had been taught to them.

This book presents a biblical approach to understanding how to develop and maintain a relationship and fellowship with God. A key element in achieving this aim is to examine our experience of salvation. We do this by the five witnesses, pieces of evidence or proofs of salvation, and the work of the Holy Spirit regarding both pre-salvation and post-salvation conviction and position. The five witnesses or proofs of true Biblical salvation, or being born again, are as follows.


	
The Biblical Testimony Witness (Confession) 


	
The Spirit Witness (Internal) 


	
The Fruit Witness (External) 


	
The Fraternal Witness (Brotherly) 


	
The Paternal Witness (Fatherly) 





Let us join in unity together in this journey of discovering the abundant Spirit-filled life as we uncover the five pieces of evidence, proofs, or witnesses of true salvation.


Chapter 2 EXAMINING OUR FAITH

Trusting in the Word of God and in what it says as being true is an essential act of faith for the believer because the Word of God is our ultimate source of authority. This book poses and addresses some of the challenging questions about forming a relationship with God. This question-and-answer time will help us witness to others concerning the work of the cross and the redemption purchased by our Lord Jesus Christ, and in examining those who claim to be Christian brothers and sisters of the faith, yet lack the fruit as evidence. Remember that the Word tells us that many will come as wolves in sheep’s clothing.

Let us join in unity together in this journey of discovering the abundant Spirit-filled life as we uncover the five pieces of evidence, proofs, or witnesses of true salvation. We will learn how to be “born again,” develop, have, and maintain a personal relationship with God.

Matthew 7:15 ESV“ Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing but inwardly are ravenous wolves.

Acts 20:28-30 ESV Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to care for the church of God, which he obtained with his own blood. (29) I know that after my departure fierce wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock;(30)and from among your own selves will arise men speaking twisted things, to draw away the disciples after them.

To discern these wolves in sheep’s clothing, we need to know how to be fruit inspectors. We need to examine those who claim to be born again and a part of the body of Christ. However, we always start by examining ourselves, as the Apostle Paul did.

2 Corinthians 13:5 ESV Examine yourselves, to see whether you are in the faith. Test yourselves. Or do you not realize this about yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you?—unless indeed you fail to meet the test!

To get into the meat of this study, we will first need to lay a foundation on which to build. First, we need to lay out the simple truth about the salvation made available to all of us by God the Father and purchased by our Lord Jesus Christ with His death on the cross and resurrection from the dead. To examine ourselves to ensure that we have experienced and embraced this wonderful gift of salvation, we need to ask ourselves these questions.

	
How do we know that the Holy Spirit is beside us, dealing with us, and calling us to God's salvation? What are the pieces of evidence or proof that the Holy Spirit is beside us? 




	How do we know that we have been born again, experienced proper Biblical redemption, and have the Holy Spirit within us? 




	
What is the evidence or fruit that we are saved and have the Holy Spirit within us, other than us saying that we have experienced salvation? 




	How do we know we are developing a relationship with God versus being committed to religion and the things of God? 




	
Is there fruit that we and others can examine? 




These questions have been among the motivations for this book, which explores the evidence of an authentic salvation experience. There is great hope that answering these questions will educate the body of Christ about her misunderstandings regarding the doctrine of salvation and her relationship with our heavenly Father.

These questions are by no means an attempt to cause someone to doubt their salvation or “born again” experience. The opposite is exact. Questions are a way to examine one’s life, solidifying our faith and hope with firm assurance. Suppose all we have is our verbal testimony that we have experienced salvation. What happens when trials, periods of indifference, spiritual coldness, or sin cause the oral testimony to grow silent? Where can we go to prove that we are blood-bought, heaven-bound, and precious children of God? Alternatively, is our faith built upon and held up by a religious ceremony of “just pray this prayer to be saved?” Do we have to limit our understanding of salvation to a one-time event, or can we examine our entire Christian life and see evidence of our salvation throughout?

This book is in no way a complete study on the ministry, work, and Person of the Holy Spirit, drawing someone to salvation. We certainly cannot cover every facet and specific point or truth on this subject in this small book. Every attempt to accurately outline the precepts needed to understand the evidence or proofs of a salvation experience is noted. There is something innately inadequate in anyone’s attempt to explain the grace of God at work in the life of an individual. God’s saving grace is marvelous, glorious, and eternal. The mere words of man will fall short in attempting to explain God’s nature and character. To think that God would give His eternal Son on a cross to die so that we could be eternally redeemed is somewhat overwhelming.

After having read “BORN AGAIN,” we face the decision of being an echo or a voice. The Biblical principles taught must be applied as a solid foundational covenant contract, or they will become just another set of truths that pass through our mind with a “take it or leave it attitude.” If they are just intellectual thoughts to have a conversation with others about, we become nothing more than an echo of another man’s illumination and revelation. If the truths are internalized and walked out, we become a voice for God and His glorious salvation to the nations. Our Lord said in John 10:10 that He came to give us an abundant life, not just life.

John 10:10 ESV The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and have it abundantly.

In this book, my prayer is that we all will find a new dimension of living in the glorious presence of the Holy Spirit, which dwells within each believer. Furthermore, may we all develop an ongoing personal relationship with God that grows in grace daily. Let us pray together that we will find an abundant life where God's Word is fresh and exciting to our souls, and we experience it in living color. This book is about victory. Yes, victory! It is not a victory residing in the afterlife once we die. It is not about a victory that is only theoretical or one that gives false hope. It is certainly not a victory chanted in our churches like a cheer at a pep rally, hoping to incite the crowds. It is a “now victory” that resides in the King of Glory.


The certainty of our faith is a victory that is a "new and now reality," in that we can know we know that we are children of God, blood-bought, forgiven, and heaven-bound. The Holy Spirit, Divine with infinite majesty, unlimited in glory, pure in holiness, and creative in power, has taken ownership and residence within the believer. The thought that the Divine sovereignty of the Person of the Holy Spirit, with all His Glory, choosing to dwell within us and desiring to use us to glorify the Father should overwhelm and humble us. Our Lord referred to it in the Gospel of John as "The Abundant Life," while Paul described it in Ephesians as "The Spirit-Filled Life."


My life, like that of many readers of this book, was a mess. In early 1974, I experienced a period of conviction that lasted about six months as the Lord worked on me and led me to His salvation. The word "conviction" means to feel or sense a drawing in our thoughts and emotions that something is morally and spiritually wrong and that there is more to life than the consumption of things seeking to satisfy ourselves. There was this overwhelming awareness of spiritual and eternal matters that seemed to dictate the thoughts of every waking moment.

The Holy Spirit was wooing and calling me to the Son of God and the Father to experience a “born again” encounter. Of course, we seldom know what is going on except that we know something different is happening. Therefore, many of us think we are just messed up and need a change of some kind, but are unaware of what it looks like and how it could happen. The thought came that if one could have victory over addictions, such as drugs and alcohol, then life would be okay. However, no matter how hard the attempt was to "straighten" up this broken and lonely life, it seemed that it was a move from one mess to another.

Freedom and redemption from the Lord Jesus Christ occurred when this author received salvation on a Wednesday night, September 4, 1974, at 1:00 a.m. The Holy Spirit invaded our dorm room, and there was a conviction and convincing of sin and the need for a Savior. Then an unexpected change took place. At the time, a life heavily influenced by drugs dominated most activities and money, having not been in a drug-free state for years. The life of drug addiction had taken its toll as body weight steadily decreased to 145 pounds, and I was told that I resembled the walking dead. That night, under the conviction of the Holy Spirit, for the first time, there was the realization that we are all sinners, we are all lost, and without Christ, we are all going to spend eternity in hell.

This conviction was the wooing of the Holy Spirit as He was calling this heart to the Father. Having dropped to the floor on bended knees, I cried out to the Lord Jesus Christ to forgive and save. The Holy Spirit moved from the position of being "beside me" to the position of being "within me," and this broken, busted, wounded life became spiritually alive and spiritually healed. There was an exchange of lives, as I gave God this physically, emotionally, and mentally exhausted self, and then God flooded my heart with His life. The Word of God says that at the point of salvation, our heart becomes the tabernacle or dwelling place of the Father. All this young man knew was that a radical salvation event had just occurred, resulting in forgiveness of sins, the breaking of strongholds, the development of a relationship with God, and the establishment of a new home in heaven.

However, how do we know it was authentic and genuine the day or night we called upon Jesus to save us? How do we know that we did not just have an emotional experience while seeking and desiring a life change? How do we know that what happened that day or night was more than us having a drug-induced, alcohol-induced, or emotional meltdown experience? If our experience occurred during a church service, how do we know that our experience of walking down the aisle to pray with the pastor was real? Do not get this wrong. We know we were sincere, but how can we be sure that we have more than emotional sincerity?
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