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STEADFAST PURSUIT

Rideau Lakes Area, Ontario, Canada

"Goddammit, Red, don't you dare let go!"

Meghan Christopher grit her teeth at the sharp order before she glanced down at the jagged rocks that lined the cliff she dangled over, concentrating on keeping her body straight for the inevitable drop to the icy river below. This was such a bad idea, one of her worst. She stared up into Rusty Cundieff's hard green eyes, and knew he couldn't hold on to her much longer. He was already halfway over the edge. But that was Rusty. He'd hold on like beyond all hope, determined like a dog with a bone.

"I can make it. I'll go down straight to the water." Rusty was strong, special operations soldier strong, but even with his years of training, she was heavier than a bag of wet cement. 

"Fuck. Meghan... don't—" His calloused fingers closed more firmly around her wrist, before he growled her name in that warning tone she was so familiar with.

She inhaled and made a fist within his steely grasp, then immediately twisted her hand the way he'd taught her to force a captor to release a hold. His eyes speared into hers before she dropped, arms iron straight against her thighs, like an arrow to the water below. 

She squeezed her eyes shut. He's gonna be so pissed.

It was her last thought before she plunged vintage hiking boots first into the freezing pool. Rusty's angry outburst of colourful swear words ceased the moment water roared past her ears as she torpedoed toward the river pool floor. Volumes of fluid jetted through her thick frizzy hair and shocked her warm scalp with its sudden cold temperature. 

Eventually, her body slowed, and the feeling of submergence became familiar and peaceful. She'd always loved the water. It had been her comfort zone for as long as she could remember. Rusty not so much. He'd always hated swimming, even now, despite all of his military training. 

She smirked. At least she still had one thing up on him. When they were young, she had been the quintessential tomboy and could best him in most things, until puberty happened and she developed breasts and other body curves. Then, the number of things she could out do Rusty in diminished as fast as the time they continued to spend together.  

He was, after all and much to her chagrin, her older brother, Zack's best-friend, and because they'd all lived together under her step-father's roof, and they all considered Henry Christopher a father, it made her forever untouchable in Rusty's eyes. Best friend's sister and mentor's daughter. Ya, she'd been doomed since the first day he lived with them. 

Her lungs bucked and demanded she surface, but she needed to use the speed of her drop to stay low to the river floor. She hadn't been down here in ages and natural landmarks changed, hopefully not so much that the underwater cave, the only place to climb out of this forest pool, hadn't disappeared.

She felt Rusty's powerful weight plunge into the water behind her.

Yup. He was definitely pissed if he jumped in here after her. Either that or the bear she'd been tracking had made an ugly reappearance. Wounded animals were unpredictable, and this one was pretty bad off from the reckless weekend warriors hunting him without a license. The old boar had been spotted limping with an arrow embedded in its shoulder, in and out of random campsites for the past few days.  
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