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Introduction

Gameschooling is, quite simply, learning through games. And while there are many amazing games on the market, they can be quite expensive, and the costs add up when you are building up your collection. However, don’t despair, for there are many ways to gameschool on a budget!


I began gameschooling my kids in 2019 when my kids were 3 and 5. I started my blog, Gypsy Gameschooler, in 2022, so that I could share my family’s experiences with different games with more people. We have a lot of fun playing games together, but I quickly realized just how expensive this could get. I had to figure out ways to have this much fun without spending a small fortune on new games.



Cue Gameschooling on a Budget. I enjoy exploring ways to gameschool without breaking the bank. Thrift stores, DIY games, and print-and-plays all help. There are so many games that you can play with just a deck of cards and a handful of dice, too. I hope you’ll also join me on my blog and Youtube channel (where my family posts play-throughs of many games to help you decide if they’re a good fit for your family) for even more gameschooling fun. Here’s to a fun-filled school year!



Education Within Games 

Some games are obviously educational. Math Dice, for example; you’re obviously practicing arithmetic. Many more games are not obviously educational. However, they are still chock-full of learning. 

Soft skills are skills like working memory, leadership, cooperation, executive functioning, and social skills. Many games help people develop several soft skills. 

Throughout this book, I have included a section under each game on what skills the game targets. However, these are only the skills that I could think of, and many more are likely covered. As you play these games with your children, you may notice other benefits. 

Overall, I find it best and most helpful to not fuss about what exactly my kids are learning. Kids are always learning. Instead of focusing on playing educational games, we play games we enjoy and the learning happens naturally. (Don’t get me wrong; we also play specifically educational games to support different subjects.) 

Have fun playing games and enjoy improvements in academics and everyday life! 


Acquiring Games for Cheap

When I first started gameschooling, I paid full price on Amazon. While I don’t regret the games I purchased this way, as they opened our eyes to how amazing gameschooling can be, it did get expensive. Luckily, it wasn’t too long before I discovered many ways to purchase games cheaper.

Thrift Stores

One of my most consistent ways has been by shopping the thrift stores. Most areas have at least one or two. While you never know what you’re going to get, that can be a big part of the magic of thrift shopping! We have found so many games that we never would have found otherwise: out-of-print games, small runs, and older games. We’ve also found popular, well-known games. Then of course, it’s often easy to find the classics like Monopoly and Scrabble, so it can be a great way to try these games for cheap.

Ebay

Ebay can sometimes have really great prices. I’ve seen games on there that are very expensive, but I’ve also gotten some great deals, so it’s worth it to check eBay occasionally, especially if you’re looking for a particular game.

Gifting Occasions

Asking for games from grandparents and other family members can be a great way to add some games to your collection slowly. We use Christmas and birthdays as an excuse to find games specific to our kids’ interests.

Borrowing Games

Some libraries have games available to check out! You might only be able to play the game inside the library, but other libraries let you check them out and take them home. That can be a good way to play a game before purchasing it, to make sure it's a good fit for your family.

Another fun possibility are gaming cafés. These restaurants have a wide collection of games. As long as you pay a small fee, you can generally play as many games as you want, for as long as you want! They'll even help you pick out games by suggesting others you may enjoy.

Other Avenues


Sometimes, you can find a really great sale. Not too far into our gameschooling adventure, I heard of a sale that Miniature Market was having. I got so many games for just a dollar! These were mostly not well-known games, but they’ve mostly been great, anyway.


We’ve also had good luck with Facebook Marketplace, garage sales, and other families and homeschoolers. You can also try Craigslist. One of the most exciting places we’ve found new-to-us games is our local Buy Nothing group! If you’re unfamiliar with Buy Nothing, it’s a gift-giving network, and no sales are allowed. Which means you can try a new game for free.

The most important thing when sourcing new-to-you games is flexibility and patience. You might not be able to find that particular game you’ve been wanting (and we still buy new occasionally, when we really want a certain game), but you will find tons of awesome games!


Supplies

For the most part, you’re going to be able to play most of the games in this book with just a few supplies:


●       Deck of regulation poker cards



●       A handful of dice, preferably multi-sided



●       Pencil



●       Paper



If you want to try print-and-play games, a printer that prints color is really nice to have, as is a laminator. However, if you need to, you can get away with printing black and white, using your library for printing, or not laminating. If you’re really motivated, you can even just hand-draw the games! I still remember when I printed out the score sheets for Qwixx, and we only had black ink. I hand-colored the squares. (Qwixx is one game where you do need color, but obviously, it doesn’t have to come from your printer!)



Card Games

There are so many games you can play with just a regulation deck of poker cards. We enjoy fancier decks with interesting factoids on them, but they’re not necessary. If you look these games up online or in other books, you’ll see several different variations on the rules. These are the ways I was taught to play.
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