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​ March 9
Quotations






“All mankind is from Adam
and Eve: an Arab has no superiority over a non-Arab nor a non-Arab
has any superiority over an Arab; also a white has no superiority
over black nor a black has any superiority over white except by
piety and good action.”

 


— The Last Sermon of the
Prophet Muhammad, delivered March 9, 632 CE

 


“The trouble with free
elections is that you never know how they are going to to turn
out.”

 


— Vyacheslav Molotov, born
March 9, 1890

 


“I have come to the
conclusion, after many years of sometimes sad experience, that you
cannot come to any conclusion at all.”

 


— Vita Sackville-West,
born March 9, 1892

 


“If the public likes you,
you're good. Shakespeare was a common, down-to-earth writer in his
day.”

 


— Mickey Spillane, born
March 9, 1918

 


“I object to being called
a chess genius because I consider myself to be an all around genius
who just happens to play chess, which is rather
different.”

 


— Bobby Fischer, born
March 9, 1943

 


“Work expands so as to
fill the time available for its completion.”

 


— C. Northcote Parkinson,
died March 9, 1993

 


“My ambition is
handicapped by my laziness.”

 


— Charles Bukowski, died
March 9, 1994

 


“Happiness is having a
loving, close knit family in another city.”

 


— George Burns, died March
9, 1996
















​ Event of the
Day

The Monitor and the
Merrimac

 


The most important — and
most famous — naval battle of the American Civil War goes by
several names: the Battle of Hampton Roads, the Battle of
Ironclads, and the Battle of the Monitor and the Merrimac. It began on March 8, 1862,
and the most famous encounter of the battle took place on March 9,
1862.

 


In the earliest days of
the war, Confederate forces seized the Gosport Shipyard in Norfolk,
Virginia (now known as Norfolk Naval Shipyward), the oldest and
largest military shipbuilding facility in America. It was a huge
coup for the Confederacy, giving them over 1,000 heavy guns and
numerous ships. However, Union naval forces controlled the entrance
to the harbor, and Norfolk was almost completely cut off from the
sea.

 


While sailing ships were
still most common, some of the newer vessels used steam power, and
that led ship designers to think about metal armor to protect their
vessels. Both the French and the British had experimented with
ironclads, but their use was still controversial.

 


Because the Confederacy
couldn’t match the number of Union ships, they decided to build
armored ships to give them the military edge. They built their
first “ironclad ram” ship on the skeleton of the steam-powered
USS Merrimack, which had been partially destroyed when the Union left
Norfolk. Although the new ironclad ship was commissioned as the
CSS Virginia, the
original name (minus the final “k”) stuck.

 


Word of the Confederate
program reached Union intelligence, and the Union started an
ironclad program of their own. Rather than convert an existing
ship, they built a brand-new design, the USS Monitor. Although
Virginia was started
first, the Monitor finished a few days before her counterpart.

 


On March 8, 1862, the
CSS Virginia steamed into battle, ramming the Union blockading ship
USS Cumberland, sinking her, and then destroying the USS Congress in the greatest defeat for
the U.S. Navy until World War II.
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