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PREFACE
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There has been much study in recent decades, of the way that cities have been built and planned and there is still much research to be undertaken. 

The following book is an attempt to synthesis the available knowledge, much of which is disparate and contained in a number of fields, and to coalesce this into a conceptual frame work from which the scholar can look at the field as a whole.

The author has wherever possible tried to draw conclusions from available primary resources, include archaeological, anthropological, written and pictorial sources. 

The time frame covered is enormous and for that reason the studies involved can be taken only from representative cultures, and concentrate on prevailing trends within these.  Despite this, however, every attempt has been made to be comprehensive and thorough. Should you wish to make comment, contact details are provided in the back section of the book.

The following chapters of this volume begin with the prehistory formation of the first urban settlements, tracing them through the early civilisations to the end of the ancient world which for reasons of convenience have been arbitrarily drawn at the end of the Persian Empire. 

The second Volume examines the complex urban environments of Greece, Rome and their neighbours at the turn of the era. While the third volume in this series deals with the cities and urban settlement patters of the medieval world from the decline of the Roman Empire to the height of the Middle Ages, roughly corresponding with the medieval world of European history, up to just prior to the discovery of the New World, by the Spanish.
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EARLY CITIES 
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Why cities began to form is unknown for certain, and a number of theories have been put forward although the idea of mutual protection[1] and the development of agriculture are the leading theories. However it has also been suggested that these towns were formed for other reasons including religion[2] or trade of commodities and that agriculture was developed to support those engaged in the other trades. It has been suggested that Catal Hayuk[3] was founded as part of the glass trade from that local area and there is evidence form Jericho[4] that 

the first settlers gathered food rather than harvested a crop. If this is the case agriculture developed after (possibly even in response to) the development of urban environments.  It has 

been shown that that wine was a principal import of the earliest cities of the Fertile Crescent.[5]  

In the case of these proto-towns the population appears to have been around 1000 people. 

Many suggestions[6] for why cities first appeared have been put forward. It has been suggested that the development of cities in the north of Mesopotamia was the result of a long continuous evolution of urban settlements from small village that progressively grew into cities,

while in the southern part of Mesopotamia, cities formed quiet quickly around religious centers.

In Japan the first cities seem to have formed out of the Palace complex formed when a ruler coalesced several tribes under one united rule, and in Egypt the very oldest urban areas appear to have been located in the Nile delta area, where concentration of people, took place in the high points of the islands and seems to have been the response to the annual flooding of the river. The first planned cities seem to have arisen about 2000BC.

Whatever the reason proto cities seem likely to have first evolved in the Middle East and then appeared at many other independent locations.
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PROTO CITIES 
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The city as we know it came into it full sometime around 5 to 6 thousand years ago, however, urban Environments had been evolving from much smaller entities as early as 9000 years ago.[8]  Proto cities were more like a large agricultural village similar to those in parts of China today. They did not have specific urban function nor any degree of specialization that comes with a town or city. At any rate between 7000[9] and 9000 years[10]  the first urban centers began to emerge. The oldest being settlements at Jericho in modern Israel and the town of Catal Hayuk in southern Turkey.  Damascus is said to be the oldest continuously settled city although the residents of Erbil have their own claim.[11] 

Many of these earliest towns were limited in scope and while they possess some of the qualities of cities, they are nonetheless associated with agricultural production, marking them as an intermediary stage in the evolution of settlement. The following settlements are examples of some of the earliest urban centres.

Jericho

As early as 7500BC Jericho had signs of strong walls [12]and a massive tower built of stone, with mud brick housing, the first layer of settlement in Jericho is dated by radio carbon dating

to the eight millennium BC, with a pre pottery Neolithic culture, the wall of the time was

made of stone and extend for 4 kilometers or so, there is evidence[13] at this time of curvilinear houses within the encircling wall. 

In the seventh millennium BC another pre-pottery Neolithic culture moved into Jericho. Termed Neolithic Pre-Pottery B, this culture exhibited rectilinear dwellings and the rooms 

were larger than its predecessors. With the destruction of the pre-pottery B culture no new cities were established in the area until the 3rd millennium BC, with the advent of the early Bronze Age. 
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Catal Huyuk 

This settlement dated from about 6250BC to 5650BC, is an unusual settlement in that the remains show a settlement with no walls,[15] streets or open spaces. Similarly, the city had no palace or fort, which may be expected of an ancient city or town. 

Instead it is a settlement where all buildings form a conglomerate mass of buildings. This town differs from modern cities in that residents entered the houses through the roof (similar to the Indus civilization) as there were no doors provided. It would appear that the roof tops served as roads.[16]

The settlement is approximately 13 Hectares in area and excavation indicates that there are 12 levels of occupation. There is a drawing at Catal Huyuk that is believed to be map of the settlement. If this is the case this is the oldest known map and it is shown in picture.

Hacilar

Located a few hundred miles away another settlement at Hacilar[17] dates from the period 5400-5200BC. Like Catal Huyuk, houses in this town were enclosed around a courtyard and doors are absent from the built form. Access was probably gained through the roof like at Catal Huyuk.

This site was 13 hectare in area and found to have had 12 successive layers of occupation.

Khiokitaia 

This settlement on Cyprus was founded in the 5th millennium, and was provided by its citizenry with paved [18]and raised streets and interspersed with circular stone huts. It differed from Catyl Huyuk in that there were clearly demarked house and street portions to the built fabric of the settlement.  This represents a completely different tradition of building.

The town, which may have held between 300 and 600 inhabitants, was surrounded by a strong wall of stones 2.5 m thick and 3 m at its highest preserved level. Access into the village was probably via several entry points through the wall. While within this wall closely huddled together, a series of round single room huts. The actual dimension of these structures is unusual in that the base of these structures, often of stone, attained massive proportions by constant additions of further skins of stones. Their external diameter varies between 2.3 m and 9.20 m while the internal diameter is only between 1.4 m and 4.80m. 

It had been assumed that these buildings all had a domed roof atop the circular stone walls but recently found remains of a collapsed flat roof on one building indicates that not all roofs were dome shaped as was originally believed.

OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/cover.jpg
David A Rowe
Campbell

Notes on the*History of Town
Construction from Prehistory and
g , - Antiquity





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/image006.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/scene_break.png





