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The swirling clouds of Kepler 11f boiled and
bubbled beneath Space Station Argos. Kepler 11f was the official
designation for the planet that the scientists used, but it wasn't
what most of the space station's inhabitants called the planet. To
them, it was Limbo, which was pretty much the state they all found
themselves in.

Space Station Argos had been put in orbit of
Kepler 11f more than a decade earlier so that the scientists could
research the planet, and the other planets in the Kepler 11 system,
but the people who actually did all of the grunt work on the
station weren't scientists. Instead, they were prisoners, but not
prisoners like most people would think.

Adam Jenkins was one of those prisoners, but
he wasn't a murder, or a rapist, or even a petty thief. No, his
crime was much worse in the eyes of the government. He was a
political dissident, and for his unpopular views of the government,
he now found himself spending ten years orbiting a broiling gas
giant in a tin can doing all of the dirty work for the scientists
who had the full support of the government because they pretty much
did whatever the government told them to do.

“One day closer to freedom,” he said,
completely unable to keep the sarcasm out of his voice. He laid
back in his favorite chair in the common room, stretching his long
legs out and putting them up on the table in front of him.

“Yeah,” William Harrington mumbled. “One day
closer, but how many still to go?” he asked, his voice slowly
rising.

Adam chose to ignore him. Harrington had
never been one of his favorite people. He had a bad attitude that
often seemed contagious. Granted, it was hard to have a good
attitude when you were more or less a prisoner, but Adam was
getting used to it, and there was no way he was going to spend the
remaining six years of his sentence moping around.
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