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TODAY IS FRIDAY THE thirteenth. Good things always seem happen to me on Friday the thirteenth. People always think it's the unluckiest day of the year. Hell no. Not me. You always create your own luck, I always say. Even though it gets pretty lonely here sometimes, I'll still miss the place. Granted there isn't much here to miss, only this eleven foot long, four foot wide, by five foot high metal cage. Hey, I know it well. 

It's called home.

I'm waiting for my daughter Verniece, she's in her fifties now. Divorced twice. She told me to expect her at three this afternoon. Poor thing usually travels by aircab, what with her weight problem and all. She's even saving to have a suctioning done at a government sponsored clinic.

Listen, you were on that short admissions tour, weren't you? Did they tell you we've got eleven hundred more in the underground level here besides the thirty three hundred above ground? 

Yeah, I know, they always leave that part out. Probably because they don't want to attract any more negative publicity than they already got. 

I've heard it's pretty damp in the sub-levels, and with no sunlight. They don't ever want to admit that it's just as crowded in these facilities as the ones outside.

Just the same, this is one of the better automated storage facilities for the aged, you know. My daughter was sure glad when they announced these affordable spaces for people like us. She pays my rent here. 

Did I mention that?

She had twins on the way when I left. She just got a second husband who took up my old space. That one room of hers got pretty cramped. I was glad to be out of there.

Really, I was. 

Don't you believe me?

Those overalls look great. No. don't thank me. I never quite liked the way they hung on me, anyway. I lost a fair amount of weight since I've been here. I like this stain-free robe here. 

It's disposable and blue's my colour. Pretty soft too. Considering it's paper. Here, feel it.

Yeah, Guess I'm pretty used to this space. Been here eleven years all together. Ahh, good. 

My light's back on, and look, no more blue pulsing. It used to dangle from the top of my cage, until I moved it to this side grid and wired it real snug with this stuff here. Old copper, I guess. Flickered out twice last month. I still got some good reading done. Oh, just a book by that author. I forget his name. He's dead by now. The book was written about forty years ago. I think. Shatner, I think was his name. Hey I'll lend it to you.
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