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INTRODUCTION
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Our oldest son still stood on the court after his last game of his third-grade season. That winter, he played in a recreational church league and formed a fast friendship with a teammate named Peter. As the gym emptied, Peter’s dad walked over and struck up an impromptu conversation. 

I admit – quietly, I listened closely to anything this man said. His son was the youngest of six boys, and at the time I had four young boys of my own. We were both homeschool dads - otherwise known as weirdos to most of the rest of the world. I was eager, (ok, desperate) to glean any wisdom I could about raising energetic boys. 

As we talked about the season, he reflected on his older sons, who were playing on competitive homeschool basketball teams. He suggested my oldest son might enjoy it as well. Peter’s dad played college basketball “back in the day”, so I assumed he must know what he was talking about. I had no idea what Christian Homeschool basketball was or that it even existed!

Fast forward to today, homeschool sports include basketball, football, volleyball, soccer, track and field and more. Organized homeschool basketball teams have existed since at least the1990s. Many are surprised to hear names like Justin Jackson, Mariah Jefferson, Alonzo Trier, Blake Griffin (and his brother Taylor), were either a part of - or graduates of - competitive Christian homeschool basketball programs. 

Perhaps the most famous homeschool athlete is Tim Tebow. In 2007, Tim won the Heisman trophy as a sophomore while playing football with the University of Florida – the first person to ever do so. Athletes like these have helped to open doors for homeschool student-athletes to compete at the highest levels. While most homeschool sports organizations are faith-based, it’s worth noting that non-Christian homeschool athletes have also found success in competitive sports.  

This book is our family’s story of our journey through competitive homeschool basketball. Like many other homeschool families, our Christian faith and values are central to who we are. Our faith shapes our worldview and guides us in the way we live, parent, and compete.

My wife, our kids and I share what we’ve learned along the way. We talk about experiences with teams and teammates, coaches, summer ball, college recruiting, costs, opportunities and many stories along the way. We also share our struggles. Over our years in sports, my wife and I have worn many hats: cheerleader, teacher, medical fixer-upper, taxicab driver, encourager, coach, college researcher and even Athletic Director. 

Our experiences are presented chronologically, with notes and stories from each season. I’ve also included honest insights into finances and decision-making so you can better understand what each year looked like. Every year has been different, each with its own challenges and successes. 

We are deeply grateful for the homeschool families who went before us, with us and those that journey still. Their collective wisdom and generosity have made our path lighter, richer, and far more enjoyable. Most of all, we want to thank Jesus Christ for his guidance throughout it all.

Our family is – and will always be - a work in progress, just like yours. We have been blessed to watch our kids compete at elementary, junior high, high school and even college levels. While debates about the proper role of sports in our culture continue, I firmly believe that sports have played a meaningful role in helping us raise and educate our children.

This book has taken more than 10 years to complete, and I am glad it did. We’ve continued learning every step of the way, allowing this to be a more complete story. You may not agree with everything we share, and we don’t claim to speak for the homeschool community as a whole – but this is our adventure. 

Whether you are a homeschooler or just curious about competitive homeschool basketball, we hope you will be encouraged along in your journey. 
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OUR FAMILY 
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My wife, Becky, grew up in a small Southern town with her mom and brother. Money was scarce and many times they lived off the generosity of her church and others. During a particular rough stretch, her great aunt moved to town after she retired from nursing. Aunt Nora invested time in her and became a steady and loving presence in her life.

They piled into the car and spent the day at the nursing home, visiting friends and checking in on residents. If the church doors were open, they were there. Aunt Nora modeled persistence, insistence and caring traits that Becky still carries today. Never underestimate the lasting influence you might have on a young person, even long after you’re gone! 

Becky’s time at church as a youngster played a formative role in her upbringing. Many families and individuals poured into her life, and she carries those memories with gratitude. She has many fond memories as a kid of Wednesday night potluck dinners where many great cooks would line up their masterpiece dishes on long white tables. When she wasn’t at church, Becky stayed busy at her local public school - playing softball and playing her saxophone in the local jazz band. Those experiences helped foster a strong competitive streak that still makes an appearance from time to time! 

My own upbringing looked a bit different. I grew up in a typical middle-class Southern Christian family in the 1970’s and 80’s – mom, dad, my younger sister and me. We lived in town and attended public school. 

About ninth grade, I became very involved with my church youth group. It was a great place to grow up! Beside finding life-long friends, there were several men in our church who invested significant time with the youth. One man in particular, Bob, invited me to a Bible Study called ‘One on One with God’. I loved basketball and the title sounded kind of sport-ish, so I decided to sign up! That class changed my life. More on that later.

Marriage and Babies

Becky and I met in college and were married not long afterward. I freely admit I married way over my head! Those early years were full – active in church, surrounded by other young married couples, and enjoying life before kids. Many friends and family encouraged us to wait before starting a family. 

After Becky spent several years serving in the church nursery, something shifted. She began to long for children of her own. The baby bug had officially bitten! 

Doctors informed us it might be difficult for Becky to become pregnant, though I don’t recall all the medical reasons now. Becky was adopted and we knew very little about her biological family or health history, which added uncertainty. I remember praying simply that God would give us the kids He wanted us to raise – at the right time. I imagined two kids, maybe three at the most. Isn’t that what “normal” people do? 

Becky once jokingly bragged to her friends that she would have three little girls who would be best friends, shop together and drive dad crazy! Well - we did have three children – all boys - followed by two boys more before our daughter finally arrived. One more son rounded out our lively tribe.

Along the way, we experienced two miscarriages. For those who have unfortunately traveled that road, there are no words for the pain you feel. The grief is deep and you cannot explain it. You ask a lot of questions, wrestle with guilt, and wonder what you did wrong.  We hold to the same hope David expressed when he lost his son in the Biblical story of David and Bathsheba. 


2 Samuel 13:22-23 (NASB)

22David said, “While the child was still alive, I fasted and wept; for I said, Who knows, the Lord may be gracious to me, and the child may live?

23But now he has died; why should I fast? Can I bring him back again? I am going  to him, but he will not return to me.”



Becky and I, like David, believe we will go to see our two additional children someday when we go to be with Christ.

Growing our Family

While contemplating having kids, we made a pivotal decision. Through prayer and reading scripture, we felt convicted that we needed to allow God to determine how many kids we would eventually have and when. This conviction didn’t come from a single verse, but from a period of reading, rereading and praying together. 

I want to stress this is our conviction, and we don’t expect everyone to agree or feel called to do the same. I once heard a pastor say that while conviction is not doctrine, ignoring a conviction you believe God has placed on your heart is a form of disobedience. For us, surrendering our plans for childbearing to God was an act of faith. We trusted Him to be both the decision-maker and the provider. 

At the time, we didn’t talk about this choice very much. But as our family started to grow, the reactions from friends and family were - politely negative.  That surprised us! Most people meant well and genuinely cared, yet many (including some within the church) thought we were more than a little crazy.  


“Don’t you know how much money a big family is going to cost?”  

“You are still going to have kids at home while the grandkids start coming along.”  

“You are never going to retire.”  



There’s truth in all those statements! Raising a large family is expensive. And yes, we now have grandchildren while two of our own kids are still at home. Despite the concerns, we remained confident that this was the path God had laid out for us. 

As we stepped out in faith, God blessed us with seven wonderful kids. And remarkably, each time we welcomed another child, I received either a new job or a raise – every single time. There’s no way I could have planned seven kids or seven pay increases. God is good!

Raising our kids 

The idea of raising kids – whether one or many – can feel overwhelming. We certainly didn’t (and still don’t) feel fully equipped for the task. The responsibility is heavy. What if we mess it up? How do we get it right? We needed wisdom and guidance beyond ourselves.

Young families all face countless decisions, many of them urgent - like food, clothing and shelter. However, some decisions are vital:


	How do we want to live our lives?  

	How do we want to raise our kids?  

	Are we storing up treasure in heaven or here on earth? 

	What do we want to see when we are 80 and look back on our lives?



One of the most vital decisions we made came after our first few kids were born. While teaching in the public school system, Becky taught several students who were previously homeschooled. As a middle school teacher, she was well acquainted with awkwardness and insecurity – yet she found these former homeschoolers to be a joy. They were respectful, engaged adults in conversation, and consistently courteous. Her curiosity was piqued. 

Quietly, she began researching homeschooling and praying about whether it might be right for our family.  The idea of intertwining faith and academics – something previous generations had long embraced – deeply resonated with her.  Over time, the more she researched and prayed, the more convinced she became that homeschooling aligned with her vision for education.  

Eventually, she reached the point of no return. Then one day, she casually dropped the question on me: “Hey...what would you think if maybe, perhaps, somehow we considered homeschooling our kids?”

You want to do what?

I somehow managed to keep a straight face as she explained her newfound desire.  Internally, I was in shock. Homeschooling sounded impossible. My mind immediately began calculating the time, cost, and effort compared to sending our kids to public school.  Homeschooling was not part of my plan – not even a little. 

Still, I promised to think and pray about it. Over the years, I’ve learned that many dads respond to the idea of homeschooling with a similar mix of fear and uncertainty.

In my logical thinking, homeschooling just did not compute. First, neither of us had been raised that way. Public education had been around for generations – surely it had perfected the best way to educate children. Who were we to think we could do better? After all, we went to public school and we turned out okay... relatively speaking!

The movie Twins offers an interesting illustration. Danny Devito and Arnold Schwartsenegger play twins that are separated at birth and are raised in vastly different environments. Despite sharing the same genetics, their upbringing, training, and opportunities produce two very different adults. Environment matters.  

In a similar way, the military intentionally separates recruits from everything familiar and puts them through rigorous training. That intense season – boot camp – prepares them not only for service, but for survival. Training matters because the mission matters. The result is a well-disciplined, shiny soldier who is prepared to serve their country.

After months of wrestling with idea of homeschooling, I reached a tipping point. 

First, the opportunity to intentionally incorporate our faith into our kid’s education deeply appealed to me – especially in a culture increasingly resistant to Christian values.

Second, the ability to customize each child’s education to their individual talents, strengths and interests felt like a tremendous advantage. 

Third, a verse of Scripture stopped me in my tracks:


Proverbs 4:23 (NASB)

“Watch over your heart with all diligence, for from it flows the springs of life”.



At home, we could create a God-honoring, encouraging environment – allowing our kids to be trained and strengthened before stepping out into the world. And the world is a battlefield – a spiritual one. Whether we like it or not, we are in the middle of an age-old war of good vs. evil.   


Ephesians 6:12 (NASB)

“For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places”. 



That verse in Proverbs would not speak to everyone like it did me that day, but I believe God was telling me what I needed to hear for our family. 

There are many other reasons parents opt to homeschool their children and I do not want to minimize the importance of any of them. Once again, this is simply our story.

Give it a try

We decided it would be wise to try homeschooling for one year, reevaluate the following summer and see if this is still the right thing for our family. After all, how bad could we screw up kindergarten? Trying homeschooling was a part of my journey of faith. Was I willing to follow what we sensed God wanted us to do?


Hebrews 11:1 (AMPC)

Now faith is the assurance (the confirmation, the title deed) of the things [we] hope for, being the proof of things [we] do not see and the conviction of the reality [faith perceiving as real fact what is not revealed to the senses].



Disclaimer

Ok, this is the disclaimer section.  

We understand homeschooling is not for everybody. We know great people with great families in the public or private school settings. For those families, they decided other school options were best for their kids for a variety of reasons. No judgement here – every family must make those types of decisions. All good from our perspective! 

Please understand that my wife and I are not philosophers, preachers, sociologists, psychologists, doctors or anything of the like. I cannot tell you what most “experts” say about raising kids, or Sigmond Freud’s reasoning on anything. My wife and I would never claim to be experts at all. However, we do have a fair amount now of OTJ (On the Job) experience.  We have had a front row seat for a 30-year experiment of raising seven kids. This experience has taught us a lot.

Some Advice Along the Way

I will never forget what a wise mom told me. She was the mother of one of my good childhood friends. When we were kids, she seemed to always let us “try things” a little more on the dangerous side than other mothers would. As boys we loved it! In my mid-20’s, I mentioned to her one day, “Remember when you would let us slide down the steep, icy street on a sled with cars parked all over the street? Most moms would have freaked out over that. How did you NOT freak out?” She replied, “Oh, I was freaking out on the inside, but I knew that to grow up dangerous young men for Christ, I had to let you be somewhat dangerous as young boys.” Wow. She did that on purpose! 

I think Mrs. Fine was right. You usually just don’t wake up brave and courageous when you turn nineteen. It is more of a lifelong accumulation of little victories over daring adventures that give us those extra measures of boldness when we need them later in life. She was training us, and we thought we were just having fun!

The late Dr. James Dobson wrote a wonderful book called Bringing Up Boys. There was a particular point he made that really struck me. When you need a boy to really listen to you, reach out and touch him. Place your hand on his shoulder and then speak to him. I have found this really works! The boys’ attention shifts from the world around them to being focused on me when I simply touch them. Perhaps this is true for all of us?  While I do not consider myself a “touchy” person, we have used this strategy with our boys countless times over the years. 

One other bit of advice came from the radio. Someone created an actual study that concluded elementary students who participated in recess performed better in the classroom than children who did not. Wow! It was funny to me that the experts did a study on that and have just now figured it out. If they had a house full of kids, there would have been no need for that study! Parents figure it out pretty quickly.
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WHAT IS OUR PURPOSE? 
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Over the years, a good friend would always remind us to do things on purpose, with purpose. How do we define our purpose? What does the Bible have to say about this?

Urgent Things / Vital Things

Earlier I mentioned a couple of vital decisions we made as a young family. Several people in our lives have stressed the importance to us of urgent things vs. vital things in life. We spend most of our time doing the urgent – eating, sleeping, working, etc. However, if we are not careful, the urgent things crowd out the vital things completely, things like our relationships with friends, family and God. How do you keep the vital things a priority in our lives when the world is demanding what seems to be all your time?

Funerals have a way of making vital things take center stage. Almost no one talks about urgent things at funerals. Most of the talk centers around what kind of person the deceased was or the acts of kindness they showed or what a mentor the individual was – only vital things of life. Love, God, family and friends are prominently mentioned, but not money, projects or possessions.

The Bible speaks of love as one of the vital things of life. Paul dedicated an entire chapter to it in 1 Corinthians 13.


1 Corinthians 13:1-3 (AMPC)

“If I [can] speak in the tongues of men and [even] of angels, but have not love (that reasoning, intentional, spiritual devotion such [a]as is inspired by God’s love for and in us), I am only a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal.

2And if I have prophetic powers ([b]the gift of interpreting the divine will and purpose), and understand all the secret truths and mysteries and possess all knowledge, and if I have [sufficient] faith so that I can remove mountains, but have not love (God’s love in me) I am nothing (a useless nobody).

3Even if I dole out all that I have [to the poor in providing] food, and if I surrender my body to be burned or [c]in order that I may glory, but have not love (God’s love in me), I gain nothing.”



As a youth I would wrestle over urgent vs. vital in my head a lot. How should you allocate your time? Sometimes my parents and church would say one thing, yet many friends might say another. We must work, must eat, and yet we are to give and serve others. Can you do both urgent and vital well? Again, I needed some guidance!

Three General Lifetime Goals

Along the same line, but perhaps an even a bigger question is “Why am I here”? As a 15-year-old, a young man in our church, Bob, invited me one day to a Bible Study called One on One with God. Bob worked with youth in our church and became a great friend and mentor over the years. He shared the following three things with me in that class...

First, we are to know Him – 


Philippians 3:10 (AMPC) 

“[For my determined purpose is] that I may know Him, [that I may progressively become more deeply and intimately acquainted with Him, perceiving and recognizing and understanding the wonders of His person more strongly and more clearly] and that I may in that same way come to know the power outflowing form His resurrection [which it exerts over believers], and that I may so share His suffering as to be continually transformed [in spirit into His likeness even] to His death, [in the hope]”.  



Really knowing Jesus was evidently very important to the apostle Paul as he penned these words. Even as intelligent and educated as he was, he sought to know Christ personally. If Jesus was that important to Paul, shouldn’t Jesus be that important to me as well?  

Secondly, we are to glorify Him and not ourselves. 


1 Corinthians 10:31 (NASB)

“Therefore, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God;”  

1 John 17:4 (NASB)

“I glorified You on the earth by accomplishing the work which You have given to Me to do.”  



Finally, Paul also instructs us to be like Him.  


2 Cor. 3:18 (TLB)

“...we can be mirrors that brightly reflect the glory of the Lord.  And as the Spirit of the Lord works within us, we become more and more like Him.” 

Romans 8:29 (NASB)

“For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son...”



From these passages Paul tells us it is important to know Him, to glorify Him and to be like Him. While these are broad statements, they do give me some general guidance on how to live my life. These verses gave my life purpose and meaning! If I am going to carry out these Biblical directives, the decisions I make in life should line up with these general lifetime goals.

Ok, so what does that look like?  At a practical level, how do I do that? To be clear, I know I can try my best but will still fail to a certain degree. That may sound terrible, but we get that idea from the apostle Paul himself.


Romans 7:14-25 (AMPC)

14“We know that the Law is spiritual; but I am a creature of the flesh [carnal, unspiritual], having been sold into slavery under [the control of] sin.

15For I do not understand my own actions [I am baffled, bewildered]. I do not practice or accomplish what I wish, but I do the very thing that I loathe [[a]which my moral instinct condemns].

16Now if I do [habitually] what is contrary to my desire, [that means that] I acknowledge and agree that the Law is good (morally excellent) and that I take sides with it.

17However, it is no longer I who do the deed, but the sin [principle] which is at home in me and has possession of me.

18For I know that nothing good dwells within me, that is, in my flesh. I can will what is right, but I cannot perform it. [I have the intention and urge to do what is right, but no power to carry it out.]

19For I fail to practice the good deeds I desire to do, but the evil deeds that I do not desire to do are what I am [ever] doing.

20Now if I do what I do not desire to do, it is no longer I doing it [it is not myself that acts], but the sin [principle] which dwells within me [[b]fixed and operating in my soul].”

21So I find it to be a law (rule of action of my being) that when I want to do what is right and good, evil is ever present with me and I am subject to its insistent demands.

22For I endorse and delight in the Law of God in my inmost self [with my new nature].

23But I discern in my bodily members [[c]in the sensitive appetites and wills of the flesh] a different law (rule of action) at war against the law of my mind (my reason) and making me a prisoner to the law of sin that dwells in my bodily organs [[d]in the sensitive appetites and wills of the flesh].

24 O unhappy and pitiable and wretched man that I am! Who will release and deliver me from [the shackles of] this body of death?

25O thank God! [He will!] through Jesus Christ (the Anointed One) our Lord! So then indeed I, of myself with the mind and heart, serve the Law of God, but with the flesh the law of sin.”



While Paul strived to know Him, to glorify Him and to be like Him - he felt a “great war” raging on the inside. If Paul felt like that, shouldn’t I expect to have the same type of experience? Absolutely!

It does beg the question – “Do I have to fight in this great war?” It doesn’t sound like much fun! If we know this is going to be a struggle throughout our lives here on earth, wouldn’t it be easier to just not fight? It is easy to feel defeated by just looking with our human eyes at the world around us. Honestly, it would be easier to not fight, but quite simply, Jesus tells us to be actively involved in this spiritual war.  


Matthew 28:19-20 (AMPC)

19“Go then and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them [a]into the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,

20Teaching them to observe everything that I have commanded you, and behold, I am with you [ b]all the days ([c]perpetually, uniformly, and on every occasion), to the [very] close and consummation of the age. [d]Amen (so let it be).”



Phillipians 3:12-17 (AMPC)

12“Not that I have now attained [this ideal], or have already been made perfect, but I press on to lay hold of (grasp) and make my own, that for which Christ Jesus (the Messiah) has laid hold of me and made me His own.

13I do not consider, brethren, that I have captured and made it my own [yet]; but one thing I do [it is my one aspiration]: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead,

14I press on toward the goal to win the [supreme and heavenly] prize to which God in Christ Jesus is calling us upward.

15So let those [of us] who are spiritually mature and full-grown have this mind and hold these convictions; and if in any respect you have a different attitude of mind, God will make that clear to you also.

16Only let us hold true to what we have already attained and walk and order our lives by that.

17Brethren, together follow my example and observe those who live after the pattern we have set for you.”



The gift of eternal life Jesus offers to us is so unbelievable, any pain we may suffer here on earth for a few years pales in comparison to the prospects of heaven forever. 
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