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The arctic wind blew off the water and froze the spray to every exposed surface. Within a matter of minutes everything was covered with a thick layer of frozen sea ice. This was the time of the year the Trident Fishing Fleet prowled the waters between the forty-ninth state, the arctic ice cap, and the Russian Federation in a frantic search for Opilio or snow crab. The men and boys of the fleet risked it all for the hundreds of millions of dollars at stake in these waters every year. They, like in many cases their fathers, grandfathers, and great grandfathers before them, had put their lives on the line in the most dangerous conditions on the face of the Earth. 
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