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DEDICATION




The Daniels (Senior
& Chooi):

 


For the work you have
done and continue to do;

For the thankless tasks
you take care of;

For the way you pastor,
even without a title, without acknowledgement, without reward;

 


Except for the joy of
worshipping and of being in His presence, drawing others in with
you.

 


Thank you.

 


May your lives overflow
with the abundance of God as He fills your lives with good things
and your hearts with joy.

 



PREFACE




I originally wrote
this as a series of blog posts for the 2016 A to Z Blogging
Challenge (www.a-to-zchallenge.com). I'd
briefly thought about writing it in 2015, but time was tight then
and I didn't want to simply dash out something half-baked which I
would end up regretting. Instead, I posted a series on the A to Z
of (mostly) worship songs, kicking off my slightly sporadic Music
Monday posts, and returned to the idea the next year.

This booklet isn't a
how-to of worship leading. It's not going to teach you step by step
what to do, or all the things you need to know about worship
leading, or even about that vast experience called worship. In
saying that, I know the arguments about how we've confined the word
"worship" to the 30-minute segment at the beginning of the church
service where we sing songs and how worship should actually
encompass the whole of our lives and the way we live for God - but
for the purposes of this book, "worship" generally refers to
singing songs (unless I state otherwise).

What it is, instead,
is a compilation of my thoughts and reflections on being on the
worship team and worship leading over the last 17 years of my life.
I started leading worship in my youth group at the turn of the
millennium. After college, I sang and worship led for a while in
the main English service of that same church - an independent
charismatic church, with 2 services per weekend and an average
congregation of maybe 250 - 300 persons. Later on, I moved to a
large-ish Assemblies of God church, with 3 services over the
weekend, each service averaging maybe 250 - 300 persons as well.
These are multi-generational services which cater to everyone aged
13 and up. Church members mainly consisted of English-speaking
Chinese-Malaysians, with a scattering of Indian-Malaysians - a mix
of working class towards upper middle-class kind of families. The
English-speaking church in Malaysia tends to be more affluent.

Why am I telling you
this? Whilst I hope that everything I write will be applicable to
worship teams and worship leaders across denominations and
churches, my struggles and experiences are skewed to a certain type
of church, a certain kind of set-up and, I suppose, a specific type
of congregation. Thus, some of my perspectives will be biased to a
certain extent, and the ideal that I believe we should be striving
for will be very different from what a more traditional (or even a
more progressive) church would think is ideal.

Whatever it is, as you
read, I hope that you will continually find things that encourage
you as you serve God and inspires you to continually seek for a
deeper revelation of God in your worship and in your church.






Anna Tan

May 2016
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Adoration






At the core of our
worship is adoration: adoration of Jesus, adoration of the God who
carefully crafted us and breathed His life into us, filling us with
the talents that we have.

Yet, when you talk
about worship leading, the first few 'A' words that come to mind
are ability and availability. These are important.
I'm not saying they're not. Leading worship requires some level of
ability - you should be able to carry a tune and have at least a
nice voice, even if it's not record label great. You probably
should have some sort of background in music, though music theory
and knowing how to play an instrument are bonuses, rather than
prerequisites. Availability is also a must - because you need to
have enough time to choose songs, practice songs, work with
musicians, etc.

But the one thing that
leapt into my mind (and hasn't let go yet) is the word
adoration.

Every Christmas, we
sing "O come let us adore Him, Christ the Lord" and we think of
Jesus as a baby and the shepherds crowding around the manger. We
think of the nativity scene and we associate Bethlehem with the
birth of Christ. But when we behold Him in that scene, we often
don't behold the fullness of who He became. We only see the human
aspect of Him at His weakest. And because words have changed over
the years, we have come to water down the word adore,
associating it with cute cats and chubby babies every time we
squeal, "Oh, how adorable!"

There's a huge
disconnect between adoring Christ as a baby and adoring Him as a
saviour. Adoration and adorable have come to mean
very different things, although they both derive from the same
root, adore. At its strongest, adoration means worship and
veneration. It means devotion, deep love and respect. And that is
what we bring weekend after weekend, what we offer in the quiet
times in our rooms, what we seek to do when we carefully craft a
worship set. If we do not seek to constantly adore our God, all we
end up offering are empty songs.






Ask yourself:

1. Which songs will
inspire love and devotion for God in my congregation?

2. Which lyrics will
help the congregation - and me - see a fuller picture of who God is
so that we can worship Him in deeper understanding, in spirit and
in truth?







Beauty






The ancient church
used to understand beauty. Europe is littered with grand
cathedrals. The majority of artwork in that era (other than
personal portraits) were commissioned by the church or were
religious-based. The church pursued the arts; it pursued the
creation and the maintenance of beauty (besides showing off that
they had money). The grandeur and the majesty of the ancient
European churches invite people into a place of wonder, a state of
mind that boggles at the beauty of our God and the works dedicated
to Him.
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