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UNCOVERING FAITH


A Christian Devotional on FORGIVENESS
By Pastor Ellis Carrow


This devotional is part of Why Would Jesus Do, a Christianity-based mission exploring the life, teachings, and mindset of Christ.

We release scripture-rich devotionals, books, and sermon resources every single week.

Our subscribers don’t wait they receive instant access to every new release, as well as our full back catalogue. Subscribe at WhyWouldJesusDo.com

This series is for believers who want to grow in truth, walk in obedience, and stay anchored in God’s Word.

Each week is written to challenge, encourage, and equip, whether you’re reading alone, praying with family, or preparing to teach.

Why Would Jesus Do isn’t just a question, it’s a spiritual undertaking. We follow what He did, how He lived, and WHY it still matters now.

We’re building a community of Christians who take the Bible seriously, live it boldly, and keep their eyes on eternity.

If that sounds like you, we’d love to have you with us.

🔗 Join the community: WhyWouldJesusDo.com
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Opening Prayer
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Father God,

We come before You with quiet hearts and open hands.

You see us fully. You know the wounds we carry and the names attached to them. Nothing in us is hidden from Your sight.

We ask You to meet us here.

Some of us hold pain that feels old and heavy. Some of us carry anger we have tried to bury. Some of us speak forgiveness with our lips while our hearts still ache. You know every story. You know every memory. You know the weight that follows us into each day.

Bring Your truth close.

Search us gently. Show us where resentment has taken root. Show us where pride keeps us guarded. Show us where we have asked for mercy while withholding it from others. Give us the courage to face these places with honesty. Give us a willing spirit that does not turn away.

Teach us what forgiveness means in Your heart.

Shape our thoughts through Your Word. Soften what has grown hard. Heal what still feels tender. Lead us step by step into freedom that comes from releasing what we have been gripping for too long.

Jesus, You forgave from the cross. You spoke mercy while suffering. Let that same spirit grow in us. Form Your character in our daily lives. Help us forgive as we have been forgiven.

Holy Spirit, stay near as we read. Speak clearly through every page. Let this week change us deeply and leave us closer to You.

We trust You with our hearts.

In the name of Jesus,

Amen.
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Why FORGIVENESS Matters
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Forgiveness sits at the center of the Christian life. It shapes how we approach God. It shapes how we see ourselves. It shapes how we treat the people around us. Every part of faith touches this one theme. From the first prayer for mercy to the final hope of heaven, forgiveness remains close to the heart of the gospel.

Every believer begins the same way. We come to God aware of sin. We come aware of failure. We carry memories we wish we could erase. We bring words we regret and choices we cannot undo. In that place, we ask for mercy. We ask to be cleansed. We ask to be received. Forgiveness answers that cry.

God hears and responds with compassion. He forgives fully. He welcomes the sinner into His family. He gives a new start that rests on the finished work of Christ. This moment marks the beginning of real life with Him. Without forgiveness, there is no entrance into relationship. With forgiveness, the door stands open.

This truth gives forgiveness deep importance. It touches salvation itself. It touches the cross. Jesus gave His life so that sins could be forgiven. He carried the weight of human guilt and paid the cost with His own blood. Every time we speak of forgiveness, we speak of what He accomplished.

Forgiveness also shapes daily living. It keeps the heart soft. It keeps prayer honest. A person who knows they are forgiven walks with humility. They remember their own need for grace. They speak gently. They listen with patience. They approach others with care. Forgiveness creates this posture over time.

Life brings many wounds. Words cut deep. Trust breaks. People disappoint each other. Families fracture. Churches experience tension. None of these things stay on the surface. They sink into the heart. They form bitterness if left alone. That bitterness grows quietly. It changes how a person thinks and reacts. It steals peace.

Forgiveness meets these moments with healing. It lifts the weight that anger places on the soul. It brings calm where there was tension. It allows a person to breathe again. When someone chooses to forgive, they place the situation into God’s hands. They release the need to carry it alone. This release brings freedom.
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