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            This record belongs to Cycle Zero.

It takes place before the events of The Founder's Protocol—before the Cycle stabilized, before systems were formalized, and before the rules of this universe learned how to repeat themselves.

What is documented here occurs at the moment of ignition:when technologies were incomplete,when identities had not yet hardened into names,and when consequences still moved forward without correction.

Some elements you encounter may feel unstable.Some forces appear unfinished.Some truths will contradict what later becomes accepted history.

That is not an error.

The Founder's Protocol records the world after the Cycle asserts itself.This text captures the fracture before it learns how to loop.

This is not an origin story.It is a precondition.

Read it as such.

— Division 3825 Archives Cycle Zero Classification

      

    


PROLOGUE — IGNITION

From out of frame enters a silhouette running to a castle in a background of flames.

Runner: “Sir, I believe we have found “HIM”.”

Interior looks like a throne room with decorations of lit braziers, and it seems like an undead army.

Leader: “Are you sure?”

Runner: “Yes, I am certain it’s definitely the one.”

Leader: “OK, we need to contact them before the other side does.”

Runner: “I suggest that we use the device.”

Leader: “It won’t harm the specimen, will it?”

Runner: “I don’t believe it will. We have had the best minds available on the project. But sir, this is the first time we used it to reach the other plane.”

Leader: ”USE IT. We have to make the first contact.”

A huge transmitter rises from the top of the castle that reaches to the “sky” while it draws attention from all beings in this domain as it powers up, and then a shockwave blasts out as it does everything that was previously watching the device is knocked to the ground. 

Meanwhile. 

We see a normal day with the green trees we’re used to and clouds floating freely in the sky. 

Then it zooms in to a house where we see a party settling where just a few people are sitting around watching tv

The main character (Tune) really has no idea that that’s the last “normal” day they will have the shows going on, and all of a sudden Tune drops everyone’s freaking out. 

Voice 1: “Heeeeey”

That is all that can be heard as Tune’s vision starts to fade and everything goes black.

Then it is back to the fiery landscape as Tune comes to.
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CHAPTER ONE — THE OTHER SIDE
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Guard 1: “Hey Hey, you can you hear me? What are you doing here?”

Guard 2 to Guard 1: “Wait! The Lord has been working on something, remember. We should call this in; this might be the “ONE” they were talking about.”

As vision comes back, Tune realizes that this is not a normal place: the flames, the castle, but more importantly, the guards are not human.

Tune: “What is this place? Where am I? What are you?”

The guard motions Tune to get up and follow, but they put Tune in a cell-like room so they can call this in.

While they are away, another figure appears; this time it seems to be a human woman (or what seems to be a human) yelling at the guards.

Woman: “You two. You called in about the creature.”

Guards (collectively): “Yes. We didn’t know what to do, so we put it in a cell.”

Woman: “YOU DID WHAT! Open it now; I am taking charge.”

Guards: “Yes, at once.”

Tune hears the conversation still not knowing where he is or what exactly is happening as the door opens. The guards leave, and the woman enters and walks to Tune.

Tune: “You look like the only human in this place. You are human, aren’t you? Can you tell me what’s going on?”

Woman: “Well, I can tell you why we brought you here.”

Tune: “You brought me here.”

Woman: “Well, me and the boss.”

Tune: “What do I even call you, and who is the boss?”

Woman: “Well, actually, my name is “Esnigmatokrooudeaseg.” But since that doesn’t exactly work in your dialect, so you can call me “Enigma.” As for the boss, he can tell you himself.”
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CHAPTER TWO — ENIGMA
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Tune: “Well, Enigma, can you at least tell me where we are?”

Enigma: “We are in “Fiertrocma.” I believe your kind refers to it as “Hell.””

Tune: “I'm in Hell. Damn, did I die?”

Enigma starts to try to hold back but can't help but laugh.

Enigma: “No. I didn’t mean to laugh. But no, you didn’t die. The boss will tell you more about that. It’s weird how humans think when they die; they somehow end up here.”

Tune: “OK then, well, if your boss wants to meet me, let’s head out.”

Tune starts to open the door as he reaches for the door. Enigma stops him.

Enigma: ”You might want to put these on.”

Enigma brings Tune to the table and lays out a set of what looks like a regular outfit and jacket along with tactical boots.

Tune: “These just look like regular clothes. Actually, what I have on.”

Enigma: “Kind of, except these are specially made from technology and material from here. These are made to adapt to the environment and might have more features that, again, the boss wants me to let him explain.”

Tune: “Fine, give me a minute unless there's some specific way I need to put these on.”

Enigma: “Actually...”
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CHAPTER THREE — ADAPTATION
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Enigma takes the outfit from Tune and then, right at that moment, the clothes form into a silhouette and form a shadow like mist around Tune and blend into Tune over his outfit and disappear without a trace.

Tune : “That was it? Am I good now?”

Enigma : “Yep, we should be good now.”

Tune : “So we should head out now.”

Tune opens the door and they head outside to the flame-surrounded domain that is known as hell.

Tune : “So if this is hell, are there demons here?”

Enigma : “You mean those creatures humans describe as being vicious, ferocious, murderous, and scaled?”

Tune : “Yeah, those things.”

Enigma : “Well, since I’m from here, do you think that describes me?”

The scene pans to Tune and Enigma (showing Tune in a red and black jacket, red shirt, red sweatpants, and black tactical boots along with his dreads that seemed redder than usual) and Enigma (a seemingly human appearance with black hair and what seems to be. Some kind of uniform that is all black with red and gold accents). Now that his head is clear, he can see that this uniform kind of looks high-ranking, not like the two guards that were in the “Welcoming Party”.

Tune : “No, you actually seem like a regular human like me.”

Enigma : “We should talk to the boss; you might learn more than you think.”
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CHAPTER FOUR — SECTOR TWO
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The two head down a path that seems to head into a town, as a sign is seen that says “Welcome to Sector 2”. As the two head through the town, there are shops of all varieties (electronics, auto-shops, market stalls). There are even parks, schools, and residences where the townspeople are staring at the two. While walking down the street, one of the vendors calls out to Enigma.

Vendor : “Hello, Esnigmatokrooudeaseg, Your Highness, would you like to see what the shipments just in?”
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