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Two men in plain clothes walked into a dank and poorly lit hallway, dourly staring at the supervisor who was standing in front of a tightly sealed vault. Unlike them, he was dressed in a black suit and tie, conversing with an old man in a lab coat. One of the men swiped his badge, reading as:

"Randall Oberholtzer, Spec Ops IV, Special Operations Group".

It opened the recently constructed gate. He and his partner, Jodi McKay, moved with serious purpose to the men discussing the "subject" inside the heavily guarded cellar. They had returned from a long assignment in South Africa and were clueless about why they were transferred to another black site in the States. As expected with CIA operations, they could be reassigned at any given minute. However, Randall was incredulous about the nature of it.

His comrade was a part of the Political Action Group, another division of the Special Activities Center, which Oberholtzer fared from as well. Both of them were usually involved with covert and paramilitary operations in foreign countries, so it was almost unheard of for them to be summoned to a stateside prison. Adding to the dire air of the atmosphere, the Director of the SAC, Daniel Schopf, and the Chief Scientist of the Science & Technology Directorate, Augustus Holly, didn't appear as their usual composed selves.

"Let's move, agents. According to Chief Holly, we don't have much time." Schopf stated, pulling out his badge.

"How much time do we have?" Randall inquired.

After the director typed in the key code, a myriad of locks and gears worked through its process, the steel-reinforced concrete door opening.

"You have thirteen days." Holly answered, looking inside and adjusting his thin-rimmed spectacles.

"Agent McKay, stay outside. This is the code. If you hear anything besides my text message...run." Schopf ordered.

Jodi took the small piece of paper and stood by. The other three government employees entered, the entryway automatically closing and locking behind them. Agent Oberholtzer had witnessed many disturbing things in his eighteen years of patriotic service to his country, but this had him very unsettled. Thirty feet from their position, surrounded by a box wall of laser cutters, sat a stretcher. On top of that was the charred body of a young woman. More disturbingly, there was an incredibly large, throbbing protrusion jutting from her torso. It was glowing with a color akin to the surface of the sun, showing the outline of a frightening creature in the fetal position.

"Here's your mission packet." Daniel informed, handing him a file folder.

He took it and opened the thick packet, first seeing a photo of a dark-haired and big-bellied woman standing on an expansive lawn. It was time-stamped with yesterday's date. There were other headshots of her with dyed blue hair and wearing a lab coat similar to Holly's.

"I know you've been in deep cover for months, so you probably don't know about the St. Louis attacks. That woman is...Kellie Stewart. She created an extraordinary parasite that poses a huge threat to national security. You can talk to Holly about the specifics of that. You must capture Stewart alive and bring her here." Schopf delineated.

Randall flipped the paper up and saw a list of twenty-one names.

"Conventional weaponry won't work on them. You'll be flown to the FBI Field Office in Chicago after you're briefed here. McKay will conduct reconnaissance in the meantime." Augustus explained.

He looked at the next page and it showed a three-story mansion with a thick forest spreading miles around the isolated property. The paper following that was a profile for Jessica Tse, a Chinese-American female that was a warrant officer in the Army National Guard.

Daniel continued with, "She'll be the least of your worries, but at the same time, don't take her lightly. She's a talented individual. As for her and the others...you have full authorization to eliminate them."

************************************************************************
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Mika Reeves sat on a toilet in an opulent bathroom, gritting her teeth from the searing pain in the pit of her stomach. The twenty-two-year-old was beating herself up for the unexpected reaction to the parasites she had ingested a week and a half ago. Out of the twenty women Kellie had recruited, she was showing the smallest amount of progress. She didn't have a belly and that was making her feel like she was failing Ms. Stewart and everyone else. She had a check-up with her soon and felt like skipping it. The anxiety of the insane situation was making her slightly regret agreeing to this in the first place.
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