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Preface

 

This book was never meant to be written. For years, the memories lived where I had buried them; deep in the dark, 

silence, sealed away for survival. Yet silence has a way of deceiving; it pretends to protect, but in truth, it corrodes. Slowly 

at first, but then like most things approaching entropy, time compounds and accelerates the decay.

 

The Next Chapter is not just a story of another baby orphan in a post war torn South Korea, nor merely of one child 

abandoned and warehoused like stock, abused by the system, and sold for profit. It is a story of what happens when 

humanity is reduced to numbers on a ledger, when children become case files, trust is a very expensive commodity, and 

when survival becomes the only form of love available.

 

I did not write these pages to elicit pity or to reopen wounds, but to bear witness to what was endured, to what was lost, 

and to what was somehow, against all odds, found again. Memory, no matter how painful, carries its own strange form of 

clarity. In these pages, I have tried to capture the experiences that shaped a life literally from deaths door, left to fates 

calling in a back alley dumpster.

 

If this book does anything, I hope it reminds you that resilience is not born of comfort, but of relentless perseverance, 

strategy, and struggle; that even in the shadows, there are whispers of hope; and that every unwanted child deserves to 

be seen, not as inventory, but as what they are; a miracle (the chances of you existing is 1 in 400 Trillion), with unlimited, 

untapped potential!

 

This is my beginning, but not my end. These words are not a conclusion, these words are for me, to help put some of 

these demons to bed, and to turn the page to The next chapter.

 

Foreword

 

Every so often, a book comes along that forces us to stop, listen, and truly feel. The Next Chapter is one of those rare 

works. This is not a sanitised memoir, nor is it a tale polished to perfection. It is raw, unflinching, and profoundly human. 

Within these pages, you will not find easy comfort, because life is never easy, and for some, rock bottom is a luxury 

compared to where they began.

 

What makes this book powerful is not just the author’s survival, but his willingness to confront the shadows head-on and 

give language to an experience most would bury forever. By sharing the truth of abandonment, neglect, and survival, he 

invites us to reflect on our own humanity and the systems that shape the lives of the most vulnerable.

 

The Next Chapter is more than one person’s story. It is a reminder of how easily children can be overlooked, and how vital 

it is to fight for a world that sees them as more.

 

Reading this book, I was struck not just by the pain, but by the courage. Courage to remember. Courage to write. Courage 

to begin again. That courage is a gift to every reader who turns these pages.

 

“I invite you to enter this story with openness, humility, and care. 

If you do, I believe you will leave it changed.”

- Mentor -
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_“WE WEREN'T

CHILDREN; WE WERE
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OF PAPERWORK
WAITING TO BE
PROCESSED.” ...

“INVENTORY.
STATISTICS. NUMBERS
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