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English Translation

1. The words of the blessing of Enoch, with which he blessed the

elect and righteous, who will be living in the day of tribulation, when

all the wicked and godless are to be removed.

2. And he took up his parable and said—-Enoch a righteous man, whose

eyes were opened by God, saw the vision of the Holy One in the heavens,

which the angels showed me, and from them I heard everything, and from

them I understood as I saw, but not for this generation, but for a

remote one which is to come.

3. Concerning the elect I said, and took up my parable concerning

them: The Holy Great One will come forth from His dwelling,

4. And the eternal God will tread upon the earth, even on Mount

Sinai, and appear from His camp, and appear in the strength of His might

from the heaven of heavens.

5. And all shall be smitten with fear, and the Watchers shall quake,

and great fear and trembling shall seize them unto the ends of the

earth.

6. And the high mountains shall be shaken, and the high hills shall

be made low, and shall melt like wax before the flame.

7. And the earth shall be wholly rent in sunder, and all that is upon

the earth shall perish, and there shall be a judgment upon all,

including the righteous.

8. But with the righteous He will make peace, and will protect the

elect, and mercy shall be upon them. And they shall all belong to God,

and they shall be prospered, and they shall all be blessed. And He will

help them all, and light shall appear unto them, and He will make peace

with them.

9. And behold! He comes with ten thousands of His holy ones to

execute judgment upon all, and to destroy all the ungodly; and to

convict all flesh of all the works of their ungodliness which they have

ungodly committed, and of all the hard things which ungodly sinners have

spoken against Him.

Commentary

Verse 1: The Superscription

THE OPENING VERSE ESTABLISHES both genre and audience. \"The words of

the blessing\" identifies this as a wisdom discourse in the tradition of

patriarchal blessings (Genesis 49, Deuteronomy 33). Enoch, the seventh

from Adam who \"walked with God\" (Genesis 5:22-24), functions as a

prophetic figure pronouncing blessing upon \"the elect and righteous.\"

The temporal designation \"the day of tribulation\" places this blessing

in an eschatological context. This is not primarily for Enoch\'s

antediluvian contemporaries but for a future generation facing crisis.

The removal of \"the wicked and godless\" anticipates the judgment theme

that dominates these opening chapters.

The term \"elect\" becomes a technical designation throughout 1 Enoch

for the community of the righteous. This self-identification as \"the

elect\" was particularly important for the Qumran community, who saw

themselves as the remnant chosen by God from apostate Israel.

Verse 2: Enoch\'s Prophetic Authority

THIS VERSE ESTABLISHES Enoch\'s credentials as a visionary prophet. The

phrase \"whose eyes were opened by God\" echoes Numbers 24:3-4, where

Balaam is described similarly. This intertextual connection places Enoch

in the tradition of biblical prophets who receive direct divine

revelation.

The \"vision of the Holy One in the heavens\" indicates that Enoch\'s

knowledge derives not from human wisdom but from supernatural

disclosure. The angels function as mediators of revelation, a common

feature in apocalyptic literature that distinguishes it from classical

prophecy where God speaks directly.

The temporal displacement—-\"not for this generation, but for a remote

one which is to come\"—-is a standard apocalyptic device that explains

why the revelation remained hidden until the author\'s own time. This

literary device lends authority to the text by presenting it as ancient

prophecy now being fulfilled.

Verses 3-4: The Divine Theophany

THESE VERSES DESCRIBE God\'s future descent to earth for judgment,

drawing heavily on biblical theophany traditions. The language recalls

Deuteronomy 33:2, Psalm 68:17, and Micah 1:3-4.

The specific mention of **Mount Sinai** is theologically significant.

Sinai represents the place where God gave the Law (Exodus 19-20). His

return to Sinai for judgment suggests that judgment will be executed

according to the covenant established there.

The phrase \"from the heaven of heavens\" emphasizes God\'s

transcendence. In ancient Jewish cosmology, multiple heavens existed,

with God dwelling in the highest. His descent from the uttermost heights

underscores both the distance He traverses and the significance of the

event.

Verses 5-7: Cosmic Upheaval

THE THEOPHANY PRODUCES comprehensive cosmic disruption. The \"Watchers

shall quake\"—-a reference to angelic beings whose story will be told

in chapters 6-16 of the full text. Their fear at God\'s coming

anticipates their judgment.

The imagery of mountains shaking, hills melting \"like wax before the

flame,\" and the earth being \"wholly rent in sunder\" draws on

prophetic descriptions of the Day of the LORD (Isaiah 2:12-21, Micah

1:3-4, Nahum 1:5-6).

Verse 8: The Blessing of the Righteous

IN DRAMATIC CONTRAST to cosmic destruction, verse 8 describes God\'s

relationship with the righteous. Seven positive statements characterize

their blessed state, creating a sevenfold blessing that counters the

sevenfold terror of verses 5-7.

Verse 9: The Judgment Executed

THE CHAPTER CONCLUDES with a vivid description quoted in Jude 14-15. The

phrase \"He comes with ten thousands of His holy ones\" became a

standard feature of Jewish and Christian eschatology.

The fourfold repetition of \"ungodly/ungodliness\" emphasizes the

comprehensive nature of the judgment.

Dead Sea Scrolls Insights

ARAMAIC FRAGMENTS FROM Qumran (4Q201) preserve portions of chapter 1,

confirming:

**The title \"Elect One\"**: The Aramaic uses [בחיר]{dir="rtl"} (bḥyr,

\"chosen/elect\"), a term that becomes increasingly important in later

Enochic literature.

**\"Holy Great One\"**: The Aramaic preserves this divine title, which

emphasizes both God\'s transcendence and His separateness from creation.

**The Watchers**: The Aramaic confirms that \"Watchers\" in verse 5

refers to angelic beings, not human watchmen.

**Dating Evidence**: Paleographic analysis dates the 4Q201 manuscript to

approximately 200-150 BCE, confirming scholarly estimates of a

third-century BCE composition date for the original.

Theological Significance

**UNIVERSAL JUDGMENT with Particular Salvation**: Chapter 1 establishes

a fundamental apocalyptic pattern: universal judgment with particular

salvation. All face judgment, but only \"the elect and righteous\"

receive blessing.

**The Prophetic Authority of Enoch**: By attributing this revelation to

Enoch, the author claims ultimate antiquity for the message. Enoch lived

before the Flood, making him more ancient than Moses and the Law.

**Nature and Function of Divine Judgment**: The chapter presents

judgment as both terrifying and purposeful. The cosmic upheaval is

necessary for the restoration of order.

**The Problem of Evil**: While not fully developed until chapters 6-16,

chapter 1 already hints at the problem of evil through the mention of

the Watchers who \"quake.\"

Literary Features

**INCLUSIO**: VERSE 1 and verse 9 form a literary bracket, both

mentioning \"the elect and righteous\" and \"the wicked/ungodly.\"

**Chiastic Structure**: The chapter exhibits an A-B-C-B-A pattern

centered on cosmic upheaval.

**Biblical Allusions**: Nearly every verse echoes biblical texts,

demonstrating the author\'s deep familiarity with Israel\'s scriptures.

Reflection Questions

1.  HOW SHOULD CONTEMPORARY readers evaluate a text that claims \>

prophetic authority but is not included in most biblical canons?

<!——>

1.  How might the concept of being \"elect\" function both positively \>

(providing identity and hope) and negatively (fostering \>

exclusivism)?

<!——>

1.  What are the implications of the assertion that judgment comes upon

\> \"all, including the righteous\"?

<!——>

1.  Why does the tradition of God \"descending\" for judgment persist in

\> apocalyptic literature?

<!——>

1.  For communities facing persecution today, how might this message \>

provide comfort or challenge?

\[PAGE BREAK\]



English Translation

1. Observe all things that take place in the heaven, how they do not

change their orbits, and the luminaries which are in the heaven, how

they all rise and set in order each in its season, and do not transgress

against their appointed order.

2. Behold the earth, and give heed to the things which take place

upon it from first to last, how steadfast they are, how none of the

things upon earth change, but all the works of God appear to you.

3. Behold the summer and the winter, how the whole earth is filled

with water, and clouds and dew and rain lie upon it.

Commentary {#commentary}

The Transition from Judgment to Creation

CHAPTER 2 MARKS A SIGNIFICANT shift in tone and subject matter. From the

terrifying theophany and cosmic judgment of chapter 1, the text now

invites contemplation of the natural order. This is not a digression but

a crucial argumentative move. The author will use creation\'s perfect

obedience as a standard by which to measure and condemn human

disobedience.

Verse 1: The Obedient Heavens
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