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      You really need this book.

      If you’ve been in the writing community for any amount of time, you know that disasters that interfere with your career lurk around every corner. Some are rare, some are all too common. Computers crashing, the internet failing, networks collapsing, readers revolting, and publishers, both large and small, floundering. Sometimes your own creativity plays hide and seek. Life, both joyous and mournful, can derail deadlines and gum up goals.

      Ultimately no one is immune, no matter what level of success you’ve achieved.

      But when calamity strikes, will you know how to respond? More importantly, do you have strategies in place to protect your writing career from setbacks before they happen?

      We do, and that's precisely why we wrote this book.

      Consider it your essential guide to plan, prevent, recover, and survive challenges that threaten your author journey so that you can thrive.

      

      TRUE TALES FROM THE TRENCHES or REALITIES OF WRITING LIFE

      If this were a book about how to plan, prevent, and recover from disasters that could plague your house, we'd be sharing stories about break-ins, rodents, and clogged toilets. But this is a book on writing life, so the setbacks look a bit different.

      

      Last night, a mystery author’s hard drive crashed. She quickly reached for her external hard drive backup…only to realize it had been unplugged for a month. The final edit of her manuscript was gone.

      After a moment of panic she called her editor, who still had an earlier version. Not perfect, but enough to rebuild from.

      Lesson? Back up often, in more than one place, and check that your backups are actually connected.

      

      This morning, a romance author opened his email to find Amazon had unexpectedly blocked sales of his most popular book, citing a copyright complaint. He didn’t recognize the claimant, and his email disputing it went unanswered.

      After a tense few hours, he reached out to a fellow author who’d faced a similar situation. She connected him with a publishing-savvy attorney and an authors’ advocacy group. With their guidance, he filed the right paperwork and opened alternate sales channels so his readers could still get the book while Amazon reviewed the case.

      The takeaway? Keep a “crisis contacts” list of fellow authors, industry groups, and legal resources, so you know exactly who to reach out to when the unexpected happens. Acting quickly and leaning on your network can turn a serious setback into a temporary detour.

      

      Yesterday, a biographer woke to a flood of messages from friends: “Have you seen social media this morning?” An early reviewer had posted harsh criticism, accusing the book of factual errors and bias against its subject. The post was getting traction, and the publisher began to reconsider the release.

      After the initial shock, the author reached out to their editor and a trusted historian for support. Together, they quickly assembled verified sources and a clear, respectful response to address the claims. The publisher, reassured by the evidence and professionalism, decided to move forward and even issued a public statement of confidence in the work.

      Moral? Always keep meticulous notes and primary sources and maintain relationships with allies who can vouch for your work. In a storm, preparation and professionalism can turn the tide.

      

      Did any of these scenarios sound familiar? Do you know an author who has their own True Tale? Have you already experienced a calamity that impacted your author career?

      Humans have an instinctual reaction to a threat: fight, flight or freeze (the 3Fs). But punching a useless external hard drive, abandoning the Amazon platform, or sitting in your darkened apartment staring at the wall and wishing for social media salvation isn’t going to help.

      That’s where this book comes in.

      Rather than the typical 3Fs response, we’ll guide you through writing life trials and tribulations with practical advice that leads to achievable results. We’ll share how to plan, prevent, and power through your response to potential problems affecting Fortune 500 companies and solo self-published authors alike.

      At the heart of this book lies a powerful tool: A customizable template for your very own author business continuity plan. But this isn’t just another generic checklist. It’s a focused framework designed to strengthen the four pillars of your writing career:

      
        
          	
        Data
      

      	
        Publication
      

      	
        Reputation
      

      	
        Real Life
      

      

      

      Very few challenges in our writing lives are truly career-ending, though in the heat of the moment, they can certainly feel that way.

      
        
        Caution! Don’t get us wrong—a few challenges are tough to recoup from. We’ll cover some of them too.

      

      

      By following our template, you’ll create a personalized strategy to avoid turning those bumps into major setbacks that might slow your author journey.

      And if something unexpected does happen, your clear-headed, pre-planned response will have you back on track and moving forward faster than you thought possible.

      Hey. You’ve got this!

      

      WHAT THIS BOOK ISN’T AND IS…

      While this book will help you safely handle the land mines you might encounter in your author career, it is not a substitute for legal advice from professionals like lawyers or CPAs. We love them, we pay them, and we highly recommend you add some to your holiday card list. Just like you know who to call if you have a fender bender, when the tables are turned and someone is questioning the ownership of your book, you should know who you’re going to call to protect your precious work. We recommend a trusted IP attorney (more on where you can find one later).

      Also, this book is not a comprehensive guide to everything that could possibly go wrong in your writing career. We could spend years and hundreds of pages just on Information Technology (IT) infrastructure alone. But we wouldn’t do that to you.

      The Author Survival Guide doesn’t provide financial or legal advice or a complete law school education in, for example, copyright law or contract negotiation. But we do recommend you get legal advice on any contract before you sign it. Similarly, there will likely come a point sooner or later when you’ll want to get tax advice from an accountant.

      This book is designed for writers and authors who have a general grasp of computers and the internet, so we can focus our time on the specifics of your writing journey. If you’re still getting comfortable with those basics, don’t worry! A quick refresher from an introductory guide will set you up for success.

      Our book is an accessible overview of areas you should scrutinize when it comes to protecting your business, whether you’re traditionally published, independently published, or hybrid. It’s useful to all authors, no matter what genre you write in.

      The more we can get you to think about possible scenarios that could impact your author business and what you can do to prevent or deal with the resulting situation, the better you’ll be able to respond and recover should problems occur.

      
        
        PRO TIP: Remember, your author career is a business, whether or not you’re published.

      

      

      You know the critical aspects of your business better than anyone, so your plan is not one-size-fits-all or “one and done.” Your preparedness plan and recovery strategy will be uniquely your own. However, financial situations change. Technology changes. Life happens. Your risks may change. What works now, while you’re a debut author on a tight budget, may not be a great plan when you hit it big and a popular streaming service is casting the screen adaptation of your first book.
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