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  “Imagine a little girl at the beach with a third-degree sunburn. It is raining and she and has been wrapped in a wet sheet. Later she will recall that she as she walked over the dunes, the pain had rendered her “awake in every nerve.” That phrase ends the opening poem in Claire Millikin’s stunning new collection, RANSOM STREET, and it sounds the key notes of a book that tells in sharpened lyric moments the story of a young woman’s coming of age in the face of violence, violation, homelessness, utter alone-ness. But, as the episodes unfold, and the pain is recalled and endured, there emerges from the corner of our eyes an image of a woman who has all along been forging her own fully-realized self and the voice thereof. Keats called our suffering a “vale of soul-making.” Down in that valley is where we find Ransom Street and this poetry of every wakened nerve.” — Fred Marchant, author of Said Not Said: Poems (2017)




  “‘I took up this music, swept thin,’ writes Claire Millikin in RANSOM STREET. These poems stand as lithe and learned testimonies to a girlhood bruised by rejection, hunger, abuse, and neglect. ‘Then, at last, tell the truth. All of it,’ she commands herself, and as she speaks, she enriches us.” — Lynn Levin, author of Miss Plastique (2013)




  “‘Silence is all we dread,’ writes Millikin’s soul-sister Emily Dickinson, ‘There’s Ransom in a Voice.’ Writing into and out of childhood’s mythic terror, in which so much goes unspoken because so much is imperfectly understood, in RANSOM STREET, Millikin believes that ‘paper when it’s blank / shapes a soul.’ One price these poems pay comes from their giving voice to the inchoate anomie of girl-dom. By turns darkly humorous—’Garments do not last / unless knit of Orlon’—and ruthless (‘I turned, like a child from its mother / done with love’), the poems are full of starvation, indictment, and a linguistic-emotional courage that risks taking language as far as it can go toward conditional illumination. ‘A word,’ Millikin writes in ‘Holy, Unholy,’ ‘says most at its breaking point.’” — Lisa Russ Spaar, author of Satin Cash: Poems (2008) and Orexia: Poems (2018)




  “Claire Millikin’s poems exhibit how vulnerability is strength, and how memory can sometimes prop us upright. In RANSOM STREET, Millikin claims ‘A book is ephemeral, built of names, or numbers,’ but I say these poems are built from wind, the tangled networks of roots relaying messages to each other like trees, and ‘a boat of language’ kept afloat by the tenacity of craft.” — Tara Betts, author of Break the Habit (2016)




  DISCLAIMER:
 NOTE TO POETRY LOVERS




  Viewing this eBook at a higher than optimal text size will cause the reading experience to be altered considerably. Since eBooks are formatted as reflowable text and have to work on many different screens and devices, it is impossible to guarantee that the poems will display as the poet intended. As such, some of the lines will display as multiple lines of text. When this occurs, the turn of the line will be marked with a slight indent, prompting the reader that this is a continuation of a previous line. In order to read the poetry as it was written, we suggest that you read this book at the default font size on your device. Please note, that spacing of some of the poems were either truncated or eliminated to accommodate reflowable text format. Please refer to the print edition of this book for a more accurate rendering of the poetry.■
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  “The kingdom of fairytales could be ecstasy, but it is above all a land of pain.” –Cristina Campo
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