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For this young couple, making up is a matter of life or death.

Anya crawled out of bed in much the same way she had crawled into it the night before. Her hair was still damp from the rain, her phone still sputtering unread alerts. It was still half-charged, the charger snagged and damaged during the aftermath of another forgotten night out. The air was heavy with the stink of cold chips and vodka, and not the good stuff either. You wouldn’t poison someone with this stuff, it would be too cruel.

Anya barely remembered the night before. Her friends’ faces were vague etchings, scratches brought to her mind by paparazzi flashes of memory. They had gone out all dressed up. She knew that at least. For most of the night she must have been out of it, surfing on another plane of existence, a place from which her soul was permitted to take only one memory: The memory of the argument that had convinced her to go out.

Backstory - Keaton had almost always been at least a bit of a dickhead. It was what made him attractive. That, and Anya’s friends’ belligerent disapproval of him. And his jawline. And his taste in music. And the fact he actually read books, and that those books weren’t recommended to him by the local supermarket or coffee shops, but that he discovered them himself. And his shoulders. And his hair. Oh, his hair was the most attractive part of him. In fact, Anya had only realised how much of an all-round, universal, all-purpose, equal opportunities, diversity quota dickhead Keaton was when the insufferable cretin had lopped all his hair off.
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