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A Short History of Lighthouses
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In antiquity, a lighthouse would normally act as a marker to the entrance of harbors rather than as a warning about reefs.

An excavation in Kuntasi, India revealed a square watchtower with a ramp that may have been used as a lighthouse and dating to the 20th century B.C.E.

There is some evidence of a lighthouse from the 5th century B.C.E. of Themistocles of Athens constructing a stone column with a fire on top. This was at the harbor of Piraeus, associated with Athens.
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