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CHAPTER ONE
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The awful war was finally over and I was going home. I hoped I still had a home. I didn't leave on very good terms. Me heading north and my three brothers going south. Pa said he just couldn't understand how a son of his could turn against his family like that. I tried to explain my convictions, but he didn't want to listen. So I climbed up on my horse and pointed him north. I got about a hundred yards out, then I stopped, turned in the saddle and said goodbye to the home I had known for all of my seventeen years. 

I saw some terrifying sights the years I was away.... I was a good soldier. It wasn't long til I was promoted to the rank of lieutenant. I found it was a lot harder being in charge than it was following orders. I still wonder how many young men I ordered into battle and them not come back. I guess those memories will be with me for a long time. But it was over now. At least the fighting that I had endured these past years was over. I can only hope that I'll be welcome at home. When I left everybody was pretty upset. In fact, I can still hear Pa telling me how disappointed he was in me. 
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