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Chapter 1 - A Major Sacrifice
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Franklin Soulmen woke to his phone ringing in the inky black darkness. They were able to get the phones working again after about three hours without connection. He looked at the time on the phone and cursed. It was four in the morning. He glanced at the caller ID before answering the call. His voice was groggy and rough. He had collapsed into bed and cried from all the craziness that had been going on the last few months. It had all started with Scott Noble.

“Hello?” He said.

“Detective Soulmen? I’m sorry to bother you. I got your number from the chief. I have some bad news.” It was Captain Brandon Stamp of the Colorado National Guard. “The device has been activated. It had to be done remotely as no one came into the building. Officer Ricky South has the building on lock down. We’re working on finding out who activated it.”

Franklin sat up in the bed. He was much more awake now. Hearing that the device was live, and it had been done remotely, really upset him. He took a few breaths before he continued the call with Captain Stamp. “Have you called Lyonyel yet?”

“Lyonyel?” Captain Stamp was confused.

“My fault. Detective Stevens. His first name is Lyonyel.” Franklin told him.

“No sir. Did you want me to?”

“That’s okay, I will. Thank you for letting me know. I will make my way to the station as soon as I can so we can work together on what to do.” Franklin said, before hanging up the phone. He dialed Lyonyel’s number as he got out of bed. Lyonyel sounded just as groggy.

“Do you know what time it is?” He asked, clearly upset.

“I do. But I wouldn’t be calling if it wasn’t important.” Franklin said, his phone pressed against his shoulder as he turned on the bedroom light. “Captain Stamp just called me. The device in city hall has been activated. I’m getting dressed and making my way to the station.”

Franklin could hear Lyonyel curse and he silently chuckled. “I’ll make my way there as well. Thank you for letting me know. See you soon.” Lyonyel hung up.

Franklin got his uniform on and went to Cole’s room. He shook him awake.

“What time is it?” Cole asked.

“Four in the morning,” Franklin responded. “I have to go into the station early. The worst thing has happened: the device is active.”

This got Cole to sit up. “It’s active?!” He said, his eyes opening wide. Franklin nodded before leaving the room.

Just hours before, the Soulmens, Lyonyel, Mary, Adam and the Conveys, and Sara and the Thompsons, were at the high school graduation ceremony. The chief of police was there as well. Now, that seemed so long ago. The past was repeating and Cole was scared. He knew that the next roughly twenty-four hours would be critical. Cole might be able to help in some way now that he was a legal adult. He might call the chief later that day.

Franklin, on the other hand, grabbed a quick burrito at the McDonald’s drive-thru and booked it over to the station. Captain Stamp and Lyonyel were already there when Franklin got there. They were talking with the chief as well as Detective Babel. They all had looks of terror on their faces just like Franklin. They began to think about the best way to save the town. Babel had already decided to take the device out of town and let it detonate. However, he didn’t say anything to them.

The sun was coming up as they finished their talk. The device had been activated at one in the afternoon the previous day so they had until one the next day. It was already seven in the morning. They had thirty hours until it detonated and Franklin was basically hyperventilating. He had been through this before and it was bringing up his guilt. Lyonyel knew he might be about to have a flashback so he took Franklin to another room to be safe. The chief nodded as he knew what was happening.

Cole had woken Adam and Sara and told them what was going on. They had rushed to the Soulmen house to be with Cole while his father was at the station. Cole had the news on the television and was messaging Lyonyel about what was going on. Cole was being told that they were doing everything that they could to fix the situation. He asked how much time they had. Lyonyel told him thirty hours. Cole said that if there was anything he could do, call him. Lyonyel said that he would.

Cole returned his attention to the television. President Brown was addressing the nation. “I have learned from Captain Stamp of the Colorado National Guard in Gust, Colorado, that the device is now active and they have thirty hours to save the town. I will work closely with the Colorado National Guard and both Detective Franklin Soulmen and Detective Lyonyel Stevens to save the town. I will not have it destroyed like Anderson.” She said.

“Lyonyel Stevens?” Adam said, a frown forming on his mouth.

“Lyonyel must be his first name,” Cole replied. Then he realized something. “I just remembered! He came over wearing a shirt with a lion on it and said that he wore it outside work. He said it in such a way that he hinted at his name. He said, ‘Lion all the time’. It was a clue to his name!”

Sara looked over at Cole. “Now you know why he said it the way he did.”

Cole nodded. He found it funny that Lyonyel had said it that way and it was a clue to his first name. He looked at both Adam and Sara. “I hope that the president is right. I hope they can figure something out that keeps Gust here and not destroyed like Anderson. The National Guard along with my father and Lyonyel should be enough to do just that.”

None of them knew the truth, however. The city would survive but it wouldn’t be because of Franklin, Lyonyel, or the National Guard. Cole was silently praying that things would work out and that Gust would survive and everyone in the city. Franklin was busy trying to keep himself from having a flashback and the chief had one of the National Guard keep watch since he knew and understood what was going on. Lyonyel told the man standing watch over Franklin that if anything happened, to let him know. The man nodded. He would be happy to let Lyonyel know.

The day went by slowly. There hadn’t been any decisions made about the device yet. Franklin feared the worst when he drove home. Lyonyel followed him to make sure things were all right. With the device active, Franklin’s survivor's guilt would be in full swing. There could be a few flashbacks so he would stay over and make sure everything was okay before he left. Both Franklin and Lyonyel walked into the house and shook their heads when they saw both Adam and Sara in the living room along with Cole. Franklin had an inkling that Cole had called them and let them know what had happened.

Cole told his father that he would cook that night. Franklin just nodded. He was grateful that Cole had offered. He knew that Cole was trying to make him as relaxed as he could. Franklin sat down on the couch, leaned back, took a deep breath, and closed his eyes. He feared that he would have to uproot his life again. Maybe he would move to Sterling. It wasn’t that far up the road from Gust, just about thirty miles.

Cole could tell his father was tired. He went to the kitchen where Lyonyel was looking at the drinks. He smiled when Cole walked in. Cole took two cans of soda from the refrigerator as well as three Gatorades. He went back to the living room and gave the sodas to his father and the three Gatorades to Adam, Sara, and himself. Franklin opened his eyes and smiled at Cole when he set the sodas down. Adam and Sara both said thank you for the drinks. Cole sat down next to Sara and returned his attention to the television.

Franklin opened one of the cans of soda and took a drink. He knew that no matter what, he had to protect his family. That included Cole, Lyonyel, Adam, Sara, and their parents. He included them in their family since Cole was friends with both Adam and Sara and it only made sense to save their parents. He then also realized he needed to include Mary in that list since both he and Cole would need her wherever they went. Regardless, he would save as many people as he could again.

Cole looked over at his father and was worried about what he was thinking. Franklin just smiled at him and didn’t say anything. He didn’t want to hopefully worry him too much. Cole decided to talk to his father after Adam and Sara left that night. Lyonyel might stay the night, because of what was currently happening. He would talk with Franklin before the end of the night. He had a feeling it would be okay.  Franklin asked Adam and Sara if they were staying for dinner. They nodded.

The night went by slowly as Franklin was worried about what could happen the next day. He didn’t show how worried he was. However, once Adam, Sara, and Lyonyel went home, Cole asked Franklin what he was worried about. Franklin looked at Cole and didn’t say anything. He hadn’t noticed that he had seen him worried. He said it was all that had been happening since the murder of Scott Noble. Cole nodded. He understood. He was just as worried since he knew what it meant for his father and Lyonyel. He had to be there for them over the next twenty-four hours.

Both Franklin and Cole went upstairs to bed. They didn’t know that when they woke, there was going to be someone they knew and loved missing. It would change their lives forever. And it would change for the police department as well. Both fell into an uneasy sleep. Franklin didn’t have any dreams but Cole dreamed that Babel was gone. He woke, sweating, and looked at the time. It was three in the morning. He called Stevens and after apologizing for waking him, told him that he had another dream that Babel was missing. Stevens thanked him and Cole went back to sleep. He completely forgot about the dream and it was lucky that he had told Stevens.

Franklin woke to a feeling like something was horrible and it wasn’t the device being active. He got out of bed and called the chief. The chief confirmed that the device was still in the city hall basement. Franklin couldn’t tell why he felt like he was losing something, so he decided to call Stevens. Stevens realized that something was going to happen and Cole had a small inkling about it. He told Franklin that Cole had dreamed that Babel was missing. Franklin's eyes shot open and he tried to message Babel. It didn’t get delivered. This made him even more frightened. He called the chief and told him what Stevens had said about Cole’s dream as well as not being able to get ahold of Babel. The chief said he would try to contact Babel. Franklin got out of bed and went downstairs to start a pot of coffee. He would need more than the usual cup.

Cole woke up and went downstairs. He saw his father drinking his usual coffee but something was different. Franklin didn’t say anything to Cole. He was still in a little bit of shock. Cole didn’t ask because he knew that the next few hours were critical for his father. It may come down to them having to leave a good amount behind and move again. Franklin headed back upstairs to change and he gave Cole a hug. He said that he hoped things would go well and they wouldn’t have to pack up in the next couple of hours. Cole nodded and told his father that he would support anything that had to happen.

Franklin ran into Stevens as they entered the station. The chief met them at their desk. He told them that he was having a hard time getting a hold of Babel. Franklin was becoming even more worried. This wasn’t like him. At about nine in the morning, the chief got a call from someone posted at the city hall. Babel had been spotted entering the building. The chief asked the person to stay on the line until Babel came out. As soon as Babel exited, the chief said that he needed to come into the station. Babel told him he couldn’t.

“I have to make sure that the city survives. I’m sorry, sir.” Babel said.

The next thing anyone knew was the sound of car tires leaving quickly and the person on the phone said, in shock, “He took the device. He took it.”

Franklin realized what Cole’s dream had been about. Babel was missing only because he was going to sacrifice himself to save the City of Gust. Franklin quietly saluted Babel for his bravery and shed a couple of tears. Even Stevens was crying a little. Franklin called Cole and told him about Babel. Cole cried himself realizing that his dream had come true. He also took a moment to honor Babel.

Around eleven, the chief gathered everyone in the station conference room and told them about Babel. All the officers, detectives, and the National Guard bowed to honor his sacrifice. Babel would be named a hero by not only the Gust Police Department but also the country. Captain Stamp made a call to the President to tell her about the updates and the bravery of Detective Erik Babel. The President said that she would address the nation that evening and give full honors to Babel for sacrificing himself. Captain Stamp told the room what would be happening that night.

Chief Allbright let them all go early since he felt no one would get any work done after that. Franklin drove home, Lyonyel following him. They both walked into the house. Cole stood up, giving them each a hug. They all sat down in the living room, with Franklin turning on the TV to the news. He wanted to make sure he could catch the President when it aired. In the meantime, they just sat there, baffled at what had happened and how they would cope with the loss of Detective Babel. Franklin opted to order pizza since he felt like no one wanted to cook. The others agreed.

At four in the afternoon, the news came on with a special live conference from the President. The news went to the press room in the White House and the President was getting ready to address the nation about what had happened that morning. Franklin, Lyonyel, and Cole all leaned in to listen to what the President had to say. After a few minutes, the President got up to the microphone. She took a deep breath and looked at the camera. Then she began to speak, her voice a little hollow.

“I received news earlier today from Gust, Colorado that the device had been detonated. It is with a heavy heart that I must report that Detective Erik Babel has given his life to save those in Gust. As of one this afternoon mountain time, the device detonated outside the reach of Gust or any community. Because of his bravery, I honor Detective Erik Babel by awarding him the Medal of Honor. I will send it to the Gust Police Station. Please join me in a moment of silence.” President Brown said. Then for a couple of minutes, there was complete silence.

After the moment of silence, President Brown finished her speech. “Captain Stamp will continue to work with the Gust Police Department to find who’s responsible for the device, the activation, and the best method moving forward. I pray that the police and Colorado National Guard can solve this case and save the rest of the country in the process. I hope to provide good news soon.” The President left the podium. The news team returned to local news. Franklin looked over at both Cole and Lyonyel. They had tears in their eyes as well.

The rest of the night went by without much action. Franklin, Lyonyel, and Cole were too shocked and saddened by what had happened to Detective Babel. For the next half hour, the house was eerily quiet. No one said anything and the television had been turned off. The only sounds were their breathing and the sharp rap of a fist on the front door when the pizza delivery man arrived. Franklin answered the door and thanked the man with a big tip. He gave one medium pizza to Lyonyel and one to Cole. Franklin ate the third pizza himself.

They all ate in silence. It was going to be a long night for the three of them. Franklin asked if Lyonyel wanted to stay overnight with what had happened earlier that day. Lyonyel decided that he would stay. He went out to grab his overnight bag he always had on him and took it up to the guest bedroom. He came back down where Franklin was taking out some ice cream for dessert. He gave a bowl to both Cole and Lyonyel. They ate the ice cream and headed up to bed. They had to figure out what to do now that the device was gone and Babel had sacrificed himself.

Franklin and Lyonyel had fallen into an uneasy sleep, but Cole was having trouble falling asleep. He was thinking about Babel. It hurt that Babel had sacrificed himself. He shed some tears and closed his eyes. He wiped the tears and tried to fall asleep. Cole finally fell asleep half an hour after he laid down. No dreams came to him either. This relieved Cole, who had thought he would. He woke up around seven the next morning and found both his father and Lyonyel downstairs in the dining room, sipping on some coffee. They noticed the look on Cole’s face and knew he had had a rough night.

They offered him some coffee, and Cole accepted a mug. He said he would be going to get McDonald’s for breakfast. Franklin and Lyonyel thought about joining him and Franklin went into the other room to call the chief. He came back and said that both he and Lyonyel were okay to join Cole for breakfast. Cole gave a smile and went upstairs to get dressed so that the three could drive over to the restaurant. Once they had eaten, Cole returned to the house and both Franklin and Lyonyel went to the station. They joined Captain Stamp and the chief in the chief’s office.

The chief started the meeting with a moment of silence for Babel. Then they discussed what the next steps were. He brought Johnson in to discuss the reopening of city hall now that the device was gone. Johnson said that he would have his team sweep the building and if it was clean, it could reopen the next Monday. Captain Stamp said that he could have a couple of his team work alongside the swat team to sweep the building quicker. The chief agreed and Johnson said he would start as soon as the meeting was over. Franklin and Lyonyel said they would work with Johnson if it would help make the process faster. The chief agreed it would make it much faster.

They spent the rest of the day combing the city hall building but nothing turned up. Johnson declared the building ready to resume services on Monday. He made a call to the chief and the chief said that he would announce it to the news for that night. Everyone made their way to the station for the end-of-the-day meeting. The chief said that he had contacted the local news station and they will announce the reopening of the city hall during the six o’clock news. Everyone nodded and the chief said that they could leave for the day. Franklin made his way back to the house where Cole was in the living room watching a movie with Adam and Sara. They waved when Franklin came in.

Franklin went into the kitchen and got a soda. Cole came in and asked if everything was okay. Franklin nodded. He said that they needed to turn on the local news at six. Cole nodded and said the movie would be over at five-fifty. Franklin checked the cabinets for what to make for dinner and settled on shepherd's pie. He put everything on the counter so he could start cooking around five-thirty. Then he joined Cole, Adam, and Sara in the living room. The alarm to start cooking went off and Franklin went into the kitchen to begin the mashed potatoes and to combine everything into the baking dish. He finished the potatoes and put the dish into the oven before joining the others in the living room for the news.

The news came on at six and the first story was city hall. “We have received word earlier today from Chief of Police Thomas Allbright that the Gust City Hall building will be reopening on Monday at eight. A team has combed the building and determined it safe to be reopened. The team consisted of the bomb squad, Colorado National Guard, and detectives Soulmen and Stevens.” The reporter said. Cole looked over at his father. Franklin just nodded in response. Adam and Sara grinned at the news. Having city hall back was huge. They had been without it for a few months.

Franklin returned to the kitchen to check on the dinner. It was almost done. He asked Cole to get plates and spoons on the table. Cole brought four plates and spoons to the table and placed one of each in the four spots everyone would be sitting at. Adam and Sara came into the dining room and took a seat. Franklin brought in the food soon after and they all ate. After dinner, Cole took Adam and Sara home while Franklin put the food away and cleaned the dishes. Then he sat down in his chair at the table to relax before he went upstairs to bed. Cole came back in, hugged his father, and went upstairs.

Cole fell asleep and had a dream that his father asked his mother to remarry him. He smiled in his sleep and the dream turned to him asking the two how they fell in love and got married. They told him and he realized that his own relationship with Sara mirrored theirs. He woke up and after looking at the time, he went downstairs and his father was already sitting at the table. He asked him if he would remarry his mother. Franklin confessed that he was thinking about asking Mary to remarry him. Cole said he had had a dream that Franklin would.

Franklin frowned and wondered if she would say yes. Cole wasn’t going to tell him anything. Franklin groaned when Cole wouldn’t say. He just said he wanted him to experience it himself. Franklin understood where Cole was coming from. He knew that he shouldn’t ask too much. It might change things. He went upstairs to put his uniform on. He came back downstairs and Cole had grabbed breakfast for them both. Franklin thanked Cole for thinking about him.

Franklin went to the station after finishing his breakfast. He was thinking about what Cole had said and the dream he had. Franklin was thinking about asking Mary to remarry him. The fact that Cole was dreaming about it was a huge deal. It meant that Mary was also somehow thinking about the same thing. He pulled up to the station and went in. Lyonyel was sitting at the desk, checking his work email. Franklin sat down and looked over at Lyonyel. Lyonyel frowned at him. Franklin said that Cole had another one of his dreams. Lyonyel frowned even more.

Franklin said that Cole had a dream that Franklin would ask Mary to remarry him. He didn’t say that it would happen. Lyonyel nodded and said he needed to make a private call. He left to call Cole. Cole answered and Lyonyel asked about the dream. Cole said he would tell him if he didn’t tell Franklin. Lyonyel promised him that he wouldn’t tell anyone. Cole said that Franklin would ask Mary to remarry him and Mary would say yes. Lyonyel then realized that this was the reason Cole didn’t say anything. Lyonyel again vowed not to say anything to Franklin about the dream. Cole thanked him and Lyonyel went back to the desk.

They finished the day and Franklin went home. Cole was in the dining room looking at his first classes for college. Franklin had almost forgotten about Cole starting college soon and he was really hoping that he would not go far, forgetting that Cole was going to stay and take classes online. He realized that Cole was growing up fast because he still saw the five-year-old that had just met Adam and Sara. It pained Franklin that Cole was a legal adult, dating Sara, and even Adam was grown up. Franklin wasn’t sure if he could have any other children since Cole was already eighteen. He pushed the thought from his mind.

He decided to call Mary about setting up another date in the coming weeks. She agreed to a week from Friday. Cole was listening and grinning as he looked at the classes he would start in August. He thought about an English class as it was required to graduate. He didn’t have to decide at this time. Franklin got up and went into the kitchen to see what he could make for dinner. He saw a good amount of leftovers in the refrigerator. Cole said he was okay with doing leftovers when Franklin asked him. This made things simple for Franklin. Franklin took a look at his notes for work.

Over the next couple of days, Franklin kept thinking about asking Mary to marry him again. He knew that he would since Cole had told him the dream where he had asked her to. He wondered if it would happen sooner rather than later. He didn’t realize it would be on the next date and she would say yes. Cole closed the lid of his laptop and went to get some food. Franklin joined him and they ate before heading up to bed. Franklin didn’t fall asleep quickly whereas Cole did. Franklin was thinking about his original relationship with Mary before everything had happened in Anderson. It actually led to what was currently happening in Gust with the device and Detective Babel. Franklin sat up suddenly and wrote in his notebook that they needed to find out as much as they could about Hooded Scarecrow.

Franklin suddenly remembered that Mark had mentioned it. He made a note to talk with the chief as well as Lyonyel in the morning when he got to the station. It would take a little time before they could get Mark back in the interrogation room to ask him about Hooded Scarecrow. In the meantime, he needed to focus on the date with Mary. Franklin closed his eyes and thought about what they could do for their date a week after Friday. He fell asleep, his thoughts on Mary. He couldn’t wait for the date. He loved her and even though he didn’t know it, she loved him.
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Chapter 2 - A Second Chance
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Franklin woke the following morning, not remembering that he had been thinking of Mary the night before. He sat up in bed and rubbed his eyes. Franklin took a deep breath as he got out of bed and made his way downstairs quietly to start some coffee. As the coffee pot filled, he thought of what was happening and how he felt about Mary. He had to shake his head as he just began to think of Mary again. He had to focus on investigating Hooded Scarecrow. He poured a mug of the coffee and added sugar and creamer. He took a sip and thought about what would need to happen to learn as much as possible about Hooded Scarecrow. They would need to make sure what had happened with Anderson and almost happened in Gust would not happen ever again. Not just for those involved but for everyone around the world.

He went back upstairs to put on his uniform. When Franklin returned downstairs, he saw Cole was already downstairs, eating some cereal. Franklin said good morning and Cole just looked up and smiled. He had a bite of cereal in his mouth so he didn’t say anything. Franklin just smiled and went into the kitchen for another cup of coffee. Cole had already set a bowl and spoon at Franklin’s spot at the table. Franklin returned to the dining room and sat down to eat a bowl of cereal himself. Cole swallowed his current bite of cereal and asked what his father would be doing at the station for the day. Franklin said he would be working on researching an organization called Hooded Scarecrow. They were responsible for the devices.

Cole looked at his father in disbelief. He hadn’t realized that they knew who was behind everything since Anderson. Cole also felt bad about what his father was going through with the discovery of the villain. Franklin just nodded. He finished his breakfast and went to the station. The chief asked Franklin to join him in his office. Franklin followed the chief into his office where the chief told Franklin that it would take a while for them to get Mark back to ask more about Hooded Scarecrow. In the meantime, the chief told Franklin to work with Lyonyel and see what they could find themselves. Franklin nodded and went to his shared desk where Lyonyel was sitting.

Try as they might, neither Franklin nor Lyonyel was able to find anything on Hooded Scarecrow by the end of the day. They both headed to their homes, believing that they wouldn’t be able to find anything out until they had Mark back in the interrogation room. Cole looked up from his old laptop as Franklin entered the house and asked if everything was all right. Franklin told him that it had been a long day. Cole offered to cook that night and Franklin agreed. Cole went into the kitchen and got a couple of sodas for his father and brought them into the dining room. He gave them to Franklin, who gave Cole a small smile.

Cole set about cooking dinner around five in the evening. He decided to make something simple and cooked tuna casserole. Franklin could hear Cole in the kitchen and thought how lucky he was to have Cole again. He knew that Cole had had a hard time since he had learned that his mother was alive. Franklin smiled when he thought about how Cole had gotten past that fact and now had a relationship with her. He was also thankful that Cole had forgiven him for keeping the truth from him. Cole brought in two plates and forks and set one at his place on the table and the other in front of his father.

Cole then brought in the pot and the two began to eat. Neither said anything. Franklin didn’t talk due to his long day and Cole didn’t want to say anything because of his father’s long day. Franklin mainly was enjoying the meal. He felt that Cole was a good cook and he was thankful that he had found out. There were some good things to come out from him getting shot: Cole told Sara how he felt, Cole’s cooking ability, and Cole meeting his mother for the first time in his life. He smiled to himself.

After they finished eating, Cole cleared the table, put the food away, and cleaned the dishes. Franklin went over his notes related to Hooded Scarecrow. It all started with the document that was found at Scott Noble’s apartment. Franklin realized that the coat of arms belonged to Hooded Scarecrow. He got out his phone and called Lyonyel. “Stevens, I just realized that the coat of arms we saw on the document belonged to Hooded Scarecrow,” Franklin told him. Lyonyel agreed and said that they should look into it when they got to the station on Monday. Franklin agreed and hung up the phone.

Franklin told Cole that he was heading to bed. Cole nodded and said he would be upstairs in a few minutes. Cole went upstairs to bed not long after and had a dream that he had moved out because Mary lived with Franklin. Cole woke up and wrote the dream down and went back to sleep. He woke up again at eight in the morning. Franklin was already downstairs and he greeted Cole with, “Good morning, sleepyhead.” Cole just glared at his father. He didn’t say anything about the dream since he couldn’t remember. But it didn’t matter since he had written it down. Franklin put up his hands in defeat.

Cole had almost forgotten it was Saturday already. When he realized that, he smiled to himself as he thought about what would happen in about six days. Cole secretly hoped that his father would remarry his mother. He knew it was a long shot, but he felt hopeful. Franklin went into the kitchen to make some eggs, bacon, and sausage. Cole could hear the sizzling and smell of the bacon and sausage. It made his mouth water. He got up for some milk. Franklin was standing at the stove, frying bacon. He looked up at Cole when he entered the room. Franklin gave Cole a smile. Cole returned the smile and took his glass of milk back into the dining room. He knew that the breakfast would be ready soon.

Franklin brought in two plates of eggs, bacon, and sausage. He set one in front of Cole and one at his spot. Cole asked his father what he was thinking about for the date with his mother on Friday. Franklin admitted that he didn’t know yet and wasn’t sure what they could do, even though they were okay with whatever. Cole understood. In a small town, finding things to do for a date could be hard to do. Franklin would most likely find out something to do and Mary would most likely be okay with it.

They finished breakfast without much more talk. Cole reminded Franklin that he had taken Sara to Pizza Hut on their first date. Franklin knew that it was an option. Maybe dinner and a movie. He would talk with Mary before the final decision was made. They had six days to figure it out. He would discuss it with Mary on Monday. He wanted to spend the weekend with Cole. He would be okay if Adam and Sara came over. He asked Cole if he could see if Adam and Sara could come over and they could have a day to watch movies and play games. Cole said he would ask them to see if they could.

He sent both a message and it didn’t take long for them to respond with, “Yes, they would love to come over”. Cole told Franklin and then headed to pick them both up. Franklin had a slight inkling that Cole would pick up Sara first since they were dating. When Cole returned, Adam was in the back seat and Sara was in the passenger side. Franklin just shook his head. He had set up Super Smash Bros. Ultimate for them to play as he watched. Adam had a look in his eyes when he saw the game on the television. Franklin just laughed. Cole, Adam, and Sara played five rounds with Adam winning overall. Cole did put up a fight, however.

After that, they switched to Mario Kart, and this time Cole won overall. Franklin thought they should have a tiebreaker and the winner got to pick the first movie. Adam and Cole both agreed to the terms and Franklin chose the first dungeon in the original Legend of Zelda on the NES as the battleground. Franklin set the game up and said the fastest time to collect every key and item before defeating the boss won. No rooms were to be missing on the map. Cole got the fastest time, beating Adam by half a minute.

Cole chose the first Avengers movie and Franklin went into the kitchen to make popcorn. When he returned, Adam was telling Cole about the person he had started dating. His name was Greg and he had been on the soccer team. Franklin smiled when he heard that Adam was dating someone. He gave Adam a hug and congratulated him. Cole also told him congratulations. Sara high-fived Adam. They enjoyed popcorn and the movie. Franklin ordered pizza for everyone at the climax of the movie.

When the movie was over, the doorbell rang. Franklin answered it and gave the pizza to Cole and said to eat at the table. Cole motioned to both Adam and Sara to join him at the table for lunch. They followed him and sat down to eat. Franklin joined them with his own pizza. They ate without saying anything. Franklin could tell they wanted to go back into the living room to start another movie. Adam would be choosing this one per the terms of the bet earlier that Cole had won. If there was enough time, Sara would choose the last one.

Adam chose the next Avengers movie and they watched without saying much. Cole had his head on Sara’s shoulder. She had her head against his. Franklin smiled to himself as he watched their relationship grow. He remembered meeting her for the first time around the age of six, a year after Cole had met her. She had remembered the teacher talking about him and she almost couldn’t talk because of how much she viewed him as a hero. Over the years, she realized that he was just like everyone else and didn’t believe he was a hero. She still believed he was a hero but it was so much easier to talk with him.

The movie ended just shy of dinner and so they were given permission to stay for one last movie and dinner. Sara chose the movie this time and she chose Monster’s Inc. Both Cole and Adam shook their heads but Cole sat next to Sara nonetheless. He took her hand and they sat there, watching and holding hands. Franklin smiled as he saw they were holding hands. As soon as the movie was over, Cole drove Adam and Sara home. Franklin waited for Cole to return before heading upstairs to bed. Both Cole and Franklin went upstairs and fell asleep almost instantly.

Cole had a dream that his father was standing at the altar alongside Cole and Mary. Franklin was marrying Mary again. Cole was smiling not only in the dream but in his sleep as well. He knew that his father loved his mother and it was the same on the other end. So with Franklin dating Mary again, it might go that way. He continued to smile as the dream morphed into his own wedding. He was marrying Sara. Adam was his best man and Greg was standing next to Adam and they were holding hands. Cole smiled even wider. It seemed like Greg would be with them for longer than they thought.

Cole woke up at around seven thirty. He wasn’t sure if he should tell Franklin about the dreams just yet. It may be a little too early. He found Franklin downstairs already, drinking his usual cup of coffee. He smiled at Cole when he came into the room. Cole returned the smile and sat down in his usual spot. Franklin said he had ordered some breakfast from McDonald’s and it should be arriving shortly. Cole nodded again, not saying anything. Franklin went into the kitchen to get another cup of coffee. When he had returned, the doorbell rang. Cole got up to answer it. It was the breakfast being delivered.

Cole brought the bag of food in and handed it to Franklin. Franklin pulled out six sandwiches and gave Cole three. They ate without a word. As soon as they had finished, Franklin asked Cole if he had had any more dreams. Cole quickly said no. Franklin realized this and asked if he was sure. Cole nodded. Franklin knew that Cole was holding something back, but he didn’t press the matter. If Cole didn’t want to say anything, he wasn’t going to force him. He figured that it was something that Cole didn’t want to say just yet. He tried to think of something that he and Mary could do that weekend.
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