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Prologue
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She went to college to disappear.

He was born into a world where no one ever does.

When Elena Moretti, a driven college senior with a complicated past, crosses paths with Luca DeRossi, the polished and dangerous son of a powerful crime family, sparks ignite where they shouldn’t. Luca is supposed to stay invisible on campus—finishing his degree before stepping fully into the empire waiting for him. Elena is supposed to stay far away from men like him.

But late nights in the library turn into lingering glances. Accidental touches become promises neither of them says out loud. And when Elena becomes entangled in a threat meant for Luca, desire collides with danger.

In a world of loyalty, power, and secrets, loving him could cost her everything.

Elena Moretti (22)


	Political science major

	Independent, sharp-tongued, emotionally guarded

	Unaware of her family’s quiet ties to Luca’s world



Luca DeRossi (23)


	Business & finance major

	Calm, controlled, dangerously charismatic

	Heir to a mafia dynasty he pretends doesn’t exist
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Introduction
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The city never truly sleeps. Its streets are alive with whispers—promises, threats, and secrets that twist through the alleys like smoke. In the shadows, power is currency, and loyalty is a weapon.
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