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			Let us all rise from the waters. Then sing.
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			Introduction

			French scientist and philosopher Gaston Bachelard (1884 - 1962) explored and examined poetics and poetry in great depth over the course of his lifetime, particularly examining the poetics of natural elements, of which he identified the four that are traditionally considered:

			Fire

			Water

			Air, and 

			Earth.

			In addition, however, he (effectively) identified two further elements, or dimensions, for his examinations:

			Time, and

			Space

			The Bachelard Interpreted poetry series responds to each of these elements and dimensions, and also encompasses certain other writings undertaken by Bachelard, encompassing some of his further scientific and literary undertakings.

			An Ocean of Purity takes Bachelard’s explorations of the poetic possibilities inherent in the dreams and reveries inspired by water and liquidity.

			The collection is an exploration of the fluid, changes of form and structure, meeting points between liquid and solid. It contemplates the nature of flow and of ebb, as well as the intersections between nature and nurture. It draws on the faith needed to entrust the future into the care of the present.

			Note: An Ocean of Purity is one of a series of poetry collections inspired by the work of Gaston Bachelard. References to the Bachelard translations that have been relied on as source materials for this project are listed at the end of this book.

		

		

	
		

		
			Water and Dreams

		

		

		
		

	
		
			

			rose

			in the garden
of darkness
a black flower
shines

			find it
with your touch
and by smell

			reveal it -
your knees 
on the ground
hands 
groping -
the old-fashioned way

			feel yourself forward

			can you see there
the black flower
of night

			does she bloom yet
in the picture
that you hold 
in your mind

			sweet perfume
velvet dark

			sensuous touch

			the dark rose
upon you

		

	
		
			the brook

			come and laugh
with me
let’s
you and I
run

			we will froth
our dabbles

			come and play
our path 
wanders
and leads us both
to 
merry times

			I am bubbled
with excitement
you
are a splash away
from laughing
loud

			listen
with my stones
and gravel
I make a song

			come
sing here with me
let’s you and I
together
run

			and sing

		

	
		
			I, the water

			I am the water
of this stream

			small river

			I hold no colour
but my stone

			my gravel

			the creeping moss

			gaze through me
to the sand
paddle me
in my shallows

			follow
the sun-shaft
down
through the depth
of my excavations
until the light
turns
into patient waiting

			I am the water
of your life

			paddle through me
in your shallows

			gaze
into the depths
that are your own

			lose yourself in me

			in you
I am the water

		

	
		
			cultured

			well
you see
this

			this here . . .

			he grasped the young shoot
firmly
in a gnarled left hand

			this here 
is nature

			he used a quiet voice
calm
as though
speaking to cows
without wishing
to disturb them
just before the milking

			his right hand
held a wickedly sharp
and relatively sterile
pruning knife

			a deft movement
part wrist-twist
part slice
and he had removed
the bulk of the growth

			another practiced movement
and he had established
receiving notches
in the root stock
that remained

			

			while this . . .

			he displayed
a short stick
slender
but matching the thickness
of the root stock
notch
for notch

			. . . this

			he said again
as he slathered the wounded wood
with his own patent
rooting slather 
of both 
nutrition and protection
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