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​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​The Chronicles of Kerrigan

Book I - Rae of Hope is FREE!

BOOK TRAILER: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gILAwXxx8MU

How hard do you have to shake the family tree to find the truth about the past?

Fifteen year-old Rae Kerrigan never really knew her family's history. Her mother and father died when she was young and it is only when she accepts a scholarship to the prestigious Guilder Boarding School in England that a mysterious family secret is revealed.

Will the sins of the father be the sins of the daughter?

As Rae struggles with new friends, a new school and a star-struck forbidden love, she must also face the ultimate challenge: receive a tattoo on her sixteenth birthday with specific powers that may bind her to an unspeakable darkness. It's up to Rae to undo the dark evil in her family's past and have a ray of hope for her future.
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Website:

http://www.wanitamay.yolasite.com

Facebook:

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Author-WJ-May-FAN-PAGE/141170442608149

Newsletter:

SIGN UP FOR W.J. May's Newsletter to find out about new releases, updates, cover reveals and even freebies!

http://eepurl.com/97aYf
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USA Today Bestselling author, W.J. May, continues the highly anticipated bestselling YA/NA series about love, betrayal, magic and fantasy. Be prepared to fight, it's the only option.

I will fight to the death for those I love.

What if you could freeze a moment in time?

Katerina Damaris thought her problems were finally over when she took her rightful place on the throne. But she had no idea of the trouble that was waiting when she got there.

When a mysterious curse freezes the palace and everyone inside, the young queen and her friends find themselves in a race against time to find out who's behind it. With the words of an ancient prophecy as their guide, they set out on a journey that will either end in the salvation of the realm or the destruction of everything they hold dear.

Old enemies resurface. Everyone's a target. And an ancient darkness is creeping over the land.

Is there a way to fight back the dark magic? Can Katerina unlock the secrets of the prophecy in time? Or have they learned that age-old lesson too late?

Some curses should never be broken...

Be careful who you trust. Even the devil was once an angel.
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CRASH!

The seven friends all stared at each other, then stared at the ceiling again. There wasn’t a whisper of sound throughout the castle. Not a single breath. Just a dead, ringing silence punctured with the sporadic—

CRASH!

“What do you want to do?”

Old habits die hard. They hadn’t been on the road together in months. They hadn’t been sleeping in the wild, looking over their shoulders, or trying to outrun the constant danger at their backs. And yet, from the second they heard that first impact, every pair of eyes turned the same way.

“Dylan, what do you want to do?” Tanya asked again.

Normally, she might have asked her own boyfriend such a question. But Cassiel was frozen with a look of quiet dread—one foot angled subconsciously towards the main gate, as if he was dying to run away and leave it all behind him.

He had also recently been chewed on by a giant wolf.

“Dylan.”

It was Aidan this time, less patient than Tanya.

In the beginning it hadn’t been easy for him to surrender such decisions to the ranger, but he turned without hesitation now. The King of Belaria had long ago proven himself, and this certainly seemed like the kind of apocalyptic calamity that required his particular brand of skills.

“Yeah, I...just give me a second.” Dylan’s nose was still broken. He was still dripping wet from the river. And he’d recently resurrected his best friend from the dead. Dylan was dealing with quite enough at the moment without adding on an enchanted castle full of frozen people he used to know. Not to mention the ominous banging coming from up the stairs.

But his girlfriend was watching. And there were lives at stake.

With the kind of resilience that could only have come at a devastating price, he squared his shoulders and pulled in a jerking breath. “Okay, I’ll check it out—”

A chorus of voices shouted him down, none louder than the vampire.

“Not what I meant!”

There was another crash. This one shook the very foundations of the castle.

“Need I remind you that, while you’re gifted with all the supernatural qualities of a glorified St. Bernard, your girlfriend turns into an actual dragon?” Katerina’s eyes flickered up to the ceiling with a thrill of anticipation. “If anyone’s going after this thing, it’s going to be me.”

“Oh yeah?” A muscle twitched in the back of Dylan’s jaw. Not once did he take his eyes off the grand staircase in the center of the hall. “That’s a brave sentiment, sweetheart, but it makes me wonder if you’ve ever actually seen yourself as a dragon. You can’t exactly play indoors.”

“I’ll go,” Kailas volunteered quietly. “Of everyone here, I’m definitely the most—”

“Kailas, if you’re about to say expendable I’ll kill you myself,” Katerina hissed.

Tanya hit him upside the head.

“Then what?” That famous calm of Dylan’s had stretched as thin as it could go. “You think I’m going to let any of you do it? We have no idea what’s up there—”

“All the more reason to stick together,” Serafina interrupted. Even though she had woken up only seconds before, blinking slowly at a dandelion-haired pixie floating in the air above her head, she had recovered her wits quickly. A lot quicker than her older brother.

“Cass?”

As always, Dylan waited for a final opinion from his best friend. Looking for guidance, reassurance, the eternal balance to his whimsical disregard. But the fae had lost a part of himself the second they set foot in the castle. Between that and the fact that he’d only just returned to the land of the living, that ‘eternal balance’ was slightly skewed.

He didn’t answer. Or maybe he couldn’t. He simply forced his head up and down.

Yes. They would go together.

“All right,” Dylan breathed, reaching back to take Katerina’s hand. “Keep a tight formation, no one falls behind. The last thing we want is to... the last thing we want...”

The hint of a frown flickered through those blue eyes as he glanced over his shoulder.

“Did you guys just—”

CRASH!

It was impossible to know who screamed first. Katerina’s ears were ringing with it, her throat was instantly raw. One second they were just standing there. The next, the doors of the castle had been ripped clear off the wall and inside charged a creature that could only be—

A CAVE TROLL?!

Katerina didn’t think such a thing existed. After leaving her home she’d come to discover that some of the things from her ‘fairytale’ stories were real, and some weren’t. Before they’d started dating Dylan had expressed a keen interest in meeting a mermaid, yet when she asked about the prospect of werewolves he had laughed in her face.

She’d thought cave trolls fell firmly into the category of those fictional characters. Judging by the looks on her friends’ faces, they’d clearly thought so, too.

They were wrong. The screaming didn’t stop.

“RUN!”

They had been programmed to fight. All of them had been programmed to fight. But there was no fighting something like this. The only option was to escape.

“RUN!” Dylan shouted again.

He grabbed hold of Katerina’s sleeve as they sprinted for the stairs, but before they’d made it even two steps the troll charged forward and the force of it knocked them off their feet. The tile floor rippled like water beneath them as he went rolling one way, and she went tumbling another.

The room blinked in and out of focus. Something warm was dripping down the back of her neck. Katerina lifted a dazed hand to her forehead, blinking heavily, then squinted in confusion as her eyes tried to make sense of what they were seeing.

This wasn’t something you could fight, and yet... Cassiel was fighting it.

There was no explaining it. No way to reconcile the scene, and no way to ever forget. Even as she lay there, dazed and barely breathing, Katerina knew she’d remember the image as long as she lived. One man standing against a prehistoric giant. Facing down the monster without a hint of fear.

...Seven hells.

She’d seen Cassiel fight. He’d been the first one to help train her. She remembered being truly dazzled by the way he moved. Graceful as a dance. Fluid as water. Each movement delivering a swift yet strangely exquisite death. She knew now they had barely scratched the surface.

Because this? She had never seen anything like this.

“Cass—no!”

Serafina’s cries fell on deaf ears. Her brother was in an entirely different world. One which didn’t seem to uphold the basic laws of physics. Or gravity.

The troll’s fist smashed down on the tile, but Cassiel was no longer there. Its hands flailed out wildly, but the fae had vanished. Every time Katerina thought that tragedy had struck, that one of her dearest friends had just died right in front of her eyes, he would miraculously reappear.

How is this possible?

Katerina’s jaw hit the floor as he sprinted straight up the castle wall—only to come down with devastating force upon the beast’s head. He didn’t have any weapons. None of them had any weapons. But it didn’t seem to matter. As superfluous as it was absurd, the troll had brought a club. And Cassiel was more than happy to share.

Using the weight of his body as a lever, he grabbed the spiked end and leapt into the open air—flipping over twice before landing softly upon the floor. The club slipped out of the monster’s hand. It landed with a deafening bang on the shattered tile, and while it was too heavy to lift the entire length of it was serrated, and the beast was already off balance. Two arrows fired into the side of its head and it stumbled to its knees, landing right on top of the giant spikes.

The scream that followed was so loud it shattered Katerina’s ears. Dark gushes of blood rolled across the floor like a grisly tide. The beast tore itself free and tried to shriek again, but the second it threw back its head a sword lodged itself in the roof of its mouth.

Two spears were soon to follow.

Wait—arrows, swords, spears?

The young queen pushed weakly onto her elbows, vaguely aware that a bone was angled incorrectly in her wrist, only to realize what was happening. Cassiel hadn’t been flying around aimlessly, rocketing off the walls like some sort of deadly angel. He had been travelling from person to frozen person—arming himself with each of their blades.

“Dylan!” He tossed his friend a knife, taken from her very own Hastings. The ranger had struck his head on a pile of rubble and was blinking at the fae in a similar daze. “Get up!”

The blade clattered across the floor, skidding to a stop just inches away from his hand. He stared at it for a moment, then lifted his eyes back to where his friend was fighting some sort of mythological brute. The next second he was racing forward to help, the knife clutched in his hand.

Together, they fought the beast back. Parrying back and forth, darting in and out with a synchronized skill that could only come from years of bloodshed and practice. One would attack, the other would defend. One would dive low, the other would jump high. They worked not to defeat, only to contain. Their friends were still lying on the floor—easy targets.
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