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About the Book

The Lexicon of Political Science Terminology is an essential reference from the Lexicon of Tech and Business series, providing 400 precise definitions of key political science concepts. Designed for students, researchers, journalists, and policymakers, this book clarifies complex terms—from Democracy to Cyber Warfare—in clear, accessible language. Its concise format makes it ideal for quick reference, academic writing, and informed political discourse.

Preface

Political science shapes how we understand power, governance, and global affairs—yet its specialized language often creates barriers. This lexicon bridges that gap by distilling 400 foundational and cutting-edge terms into straightforward definitions. Whether analyzing Democratic Backsliding, debating Realism vs. Constructivism, or decoding Algorithmic Governance, this book replaces confusion with clarity.

Structured alphabetically and free of jargon, it serves as both a learning tool and a daily reference for anyone engaging with political theory, policy, or international relations.

Terminology

Accountability is the obligation of public officials to answer for their actions and decisions, and to be held responsible for their conduct in office.

Adaptive Governance is a governance approach that emphasizes flexibility, learning, and responsiveness to changing circumstances, allowing institutions to adapt to evolving social, environmental, and political conditions.

Advocacy Coalition Framework is a theory in political science that explains how different groups (advocacy coalitions) with shared beliefs influence public policy over time through political interaction and exchange of ideas.

Affective Polarization is the emotional aspect of political polarization, where individuals feel hostility or animosity toward those with opposing political views, beyond merely ideological differences.

African Political Thought is a field of political philosophy that examines political ideas, theories, and practices that have emerged from African societies and cultures, focusing on topics such as sovereignty, liberation, governance, and social justice in the context of African history, colonialism, and postcolonialism.

Afrofuturism (Political Dimension) explores the intersection of African culture, technology, and political thought, imagining alternative futures where African diasporic communities reclaim their agency through futuristic technology, science fiction, and speculative politics.

Agenda-Setting is the process by which issues are identified and prioritized for attention by policymakers, media, and the public, influencing what becomes the focus of political debate and policy action.

Agonistic Pluralism is a concept that recognizes conflict and disagreement as intrinsic to democracy, promoting a healthy and constructive form of political contestation.

AI in Governance is the application of artificial intelligence technologies to improve public administration, decision-making, and service delivery, enabling more efficient governance through predictive analytics, automation, and enhanced data processing.

Algorithmic Bias (in Politics) refers to the unintended prejudice embedded in algorithms used for decision-making, including those in governance or public policy, where biased data or design can lead to unfair or discriminatory outcomes for certain groups.

Algorithmic Governance refers to the use of algorithms and data-driven decision-making processes in governing, where policy decisions are influenced or determined by automated systems rather than traditional democratic or bureaucratic processes.

Alliance is a formal agreement between countries to support each other politically, economically, or militarily, often aimed at achieving mutual goals or balancing power in international relations.

Alter-Globalization is a movement that challenges the dominant form of globalization, advocating for alternative models that prioritize social equity, environmental sustainability, and human rights over corporate power and economic growth.

Anarchism is a political philosophy that advocates for the abolition of all forms of hierarchical authority, including the state, and seeks a society based on voluntary cooperation and self-governance.

Anarcho-Syndicalism is an ideology that advocates for workers' control of the means of production through direct action and industrial unionism, aiming to replace capitalism and the state with decentralized self-management and cooperative structures.

Animal Politics is a political framework that seeks to extend political and ethical consideration to animals, focusing on their rights, welfare, and the impact of human activity on animal lives, promoting animal liberation and ethical treatment.

Arbitration is a method of resolving disputes where an impartial third party, the arbitrator, makes a binding decision on the matter after hearing the arguments of all parties involved, often used in legal or contractual disagreements.

Arms Race refers to a competition between countries to rapidly increase their military capabilities, often resulting in an escalating buildup of weapons in response to each other's actions, particularly seen in the context of nuclear weapons.

Asian-American Political Thought examines the political experiences, ideas, and movements of Asian-American communities, focusing on issues like racial identity, immigration, exclusion, and solidarity, and their struggles for civil rights and political representation.

Associative Democracy is a political theory that emphasizes decentralized, voluntary associations among citizens for collective decision-making, often at the local or grassroots level.

Astropolitics refers to the political and strategic considerations related to the exploration, use, and control of outer space, including space missions, satellite technology, and international treaties concerning space exploration and territorial claims.

Asymmetric Warfare is a type of conflict where opposing forces differ significantly in military power and strategy, with the weaker force using unconventional tactics to counteract the stronger one.

Austerity refers to government policies aimed at reducing budget deficits by cutting public spending, often through reductions in social services, government programs, and welfare benefits.

Authoritarian Persistence refers to the continued existence of authoritarian regimes or practices in a country despite efforts to democratize, often marked by limited political freedoms and centralized control.

Authoritarian Resilience is the ability of an authoritarian regime to adapt and maintain power over time, despite challenges or attempts at democratization.

Authority is the power or right to make decisions, enforce laws, or command obedience, often vested in specific positions or institutions within a society or government.

Autocracy is a form of government in which a single individual holds absolute power and authority, often without legal or constitutional constraints.

Balance of Power is a concept in international relations where power is distributed among several nations to prevent any one country from becoming too dominant, thus maintaining stability and preventing conflict.

Behavioral Public Policy focuses on integrating insights from behavioral science into public policy, aiming to understand and influence how individuals make decisions in everyday life and how these decisions affect policy outcomes.

Behavioralism is a theory in political science that emphasizes the study of actual behavior of political actors, such as voters, politicians, and institutions, using empirical methods to understand political processes and outcomes.

Bicameralism is a system of government in which the legislature is divided into two separate chambers or houses, typically an upper and lower house.

Biopolitics focuses on the intersection of politics and life, particularly concerning how states regulate, manage, and control populations, bodies, and biological life through policies on health, reproduction, and social welfare.

Biosecurity Politics focuses on the political and policy aspects of managing biological risks, such as pandemics, bioterrorism, and the regulation of biological research, to ensure public safety and national security.
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