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Chapter 1 ~ The Recordings
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~ Editor ~

Note: This eBook is a significantly expanded and enhanced edition of the prior print book entitled “Jim Elliot: A Christian Martyr Speaks to You.” It contains new material including two additional transcribed spoken messages originally recorded on a wire recorder, as well as supplementary end matter. It also includes an additional chapter by the Editor entitled “Focus.” Enjoy! 

|||||  |||||

God’s power is seen not only

in the working of His mighty acts,

but also in the restraining

of His punishments.​[1]

~ Jim Elliot ~

History 

In January 1956 world news carried a shocking account of the martyrdom of five American Protestant missionaries in Ecuador. Virtually every free-world newspaper carried front-page headlines about the event. As details followed, Life magazine and other major periodicals carried cover stories of the unfolding drama. The massacre was a continuing major news item throughout the entire world.

Eventually we learned of the painstaking preparations which had been carried out to try to prevent this type of outcome. The five young men were all extremely intelligent and careful. Roger Youderian, Nate Saint, Ed McCully, Pete Fleming, and Jim Elliot lost their lives on “Palm Beach” on the banks of the Curaray River in a steamy jungle in Ecuador. 

Later it was revealed that they had loaded pistols which they could have easily used to defend themselves. However, since they were sure of their eternal destination in heaven, they were willing to succumb to the natives’ spears rather than send the natives to their eternal destination. 

Many thousands of individuals have come to know Christ in a personal and living way and thousands of others have altered the direction of their lives as a result of the shocking massacre and the many articles and books which have been written about it. Even the Auca Indians who thrust those fatal spears have seen a significant portion of their number come to know Jesus Christ. 

In 1978 a book of particular importance was published. “The Journals of Jim Elliot” ​[2] edited by Jim’s widow, Elisabeth, has been an inspiration to thousands. This eBook, “Jim Elliot: Recorded Messages,” provides further insight into one of the five men who became modern missionary legends. 

Background

It was my privilege from early childhood to know the Elliot family well. Our family was living with the Elliots in their home at the time the first two of these messages were recorded. Jim was one of my Sunday school teachers in my elementary school years. My family and I attended Jim’s going-away party, held by our local church as he prepared to leave us and go to Ecuador as a missionary. This was the last time I was to see Jim this side of eternity.

Jim had the strong advantage of being born into a Godly home. Robert “Fred” Elliot, his father, was a gifted man of God, a preacher, whose personality radiated the love of his heavenly Father. Jim’s mother Clara, a naturopathic physician, exhibited her great love for the Lord in her love for others. The couple was given to hospitality. For many years one or more students of Multnomah School of the Bible shared the Elliot home while away from their own hometowns.

Fred and Clara Elliot had four children. The oldest, Robert, was a chiropractor and president of a chiropractic college. “Bob,” who officiated at my wedding, was gifted with an ability to preach. Bob and his wife Ruby were great assets to our local church. Next was Herbert Ironside Elliot (named after Harry Ironside, who was instrumental in Fred’s decision to dedicate his life in full surrender to Christ). “Bert” and his wife Colleen have been effective missionaries in Peru throughout their adult life. In addition to his two older brothers, Jim had a younger sister, Jane. Service for God is a mark of the entire family, and Jane is the wife of Jerry Hawthorn, a professor at Wheaton College for many years.

The Elliots were very close and were outgoing and loving to all who knew them. My wife Connie recalls one of her vivid memories of the Elliot parents. One day while Connie was doing housework, the telephone rang. It was Clara, in tears, “My Betty’s husband died yesterday.” Clara was grieving with Elisabeth, Jim’s widow, at the time of the loss of Elisabeth’s second husband. Fred and Clara were in every way a special kind of loving people. “All men will know that you are My disciples if you love one another.” ​[3] 

Many years after Jim’s tragic death and sometime after his father had gone to be with our Lord, my wife and I were visiting Jim’s mother. She had a huge apple tree in her back yard, and as she was unable to climb a ladder, we were helping her harvest the fruit. Clara mentioned that she wished she could hear Jim’s voice again. As the discussion continued, we learned that on several occasions Fred had recorded Jim’s teaching on an old wire recorder. The wire recorder was the forerunner of the magnetic tape recorder. Clara told us that it had been years since the old recorder had worked.

Under Clara’s direction, Connie and I located the old recorder and many spools of wire recordings buried deep inside a closet. Clara laughed as she told us how she could still vividly recall Fred getting all tangled up in the fine wire of the spools. The many knots and tangles in the wires attested to this. 

Since I had some skill with mechanical things and knew a little about electronics, I volunteered to try to get the old machine running for her. Eventually I managed to cause the antique to produce sound, making it possible for me to make copies on cassette tapes for Clara. 

It was some time later while we were visiting Clara in 1971 that she gave me the old recorder and all the wire recordings. She said that she knew I appreciated them and that they would be in good hands. Later Clara was promoted to Glory to be reunited with Jim, Fred, and many others.

Transcribing the cassette tapes into written form was not an easy task. The old wire recorder was not known for fidelity even when new and properly working. Some portions of the recordings were particularly hard to understand. Some individual words were listened to over and over, on different dates, at various volumes, playback speeds, and tones, and by different individuals. It would not be an exaggeration to say that some individual words consumed hours of listening time. The result was a faithful reproduction of Jim’s messages. Only minor editing changes have been made in order to improve the flow from a reader’s perspective. 

Overview of the Messages 

All the wire spools contained spiritually oriented messages except for a few family recordings. As it turned out, only six of Jim’s public messages had been preserved. Those six messages follow in written form and attest to Jim’s vibrant zeal for life and most of all for his Lord. As these messages are read, it is important to remember they are transcriptions from spoken messages. Sometimes the wording is a little different than if they had been written messages. 

Spiritual Warfare

This section is made of two relatively short messages related to the Christian life and the on-going battle with sin. 

Spiritual Desire 

Jim Elliot once wrote, “One does not surrender a life in an instant—that which is lifelong can only be surrendered in a lifetime.” ​[4] Jim’s message, “Spiritual Desire,” concerns a thirst for God. Jim had the type of thirst for God of which he spoke. His life echoed the desires of the Psalmist, “I reach out for You. I thirst for You as parched land thirsts for rain.” ​[5] “The Lord Himself is my inheritance, my prize. He is my food and drink, my highest joy!” ​[6] 

Jim relates that our Lord is more concerned about our desire to be pure than He is with the level of purity with which we have lived our lives. It is a thought-provoking message, containing vital truth for all who want to please God. Jim knew that God will give us correct and pure desires if we truly want Him to. “And I will give you a new heart—I will give you new and right desires—and put a new spirit within you.” ​[7] 

The Effects of Sin in the Christian

In this message Jim clearly presents the consequences of a Christian harboring sin in his/her life. He points out how sin is hated by God but minimized by fallen man. “The Lord isn’t looking,” they say, “and besides, He doesn’t care.” ​[8] 

Yet God in His mercy often chooses to allow His children to suffer the results of their own sin rather than to directly and immediately punish. “But no, My people won’t listen. Israel doesn’t want Me around. So, I am letting them go their blind and stubborn way, living according to their own desires. But oh, that My people would listen to Me!” ​[9] 

Jim points out that the effects of sin are felt in all aspects of our personality. Sin is a cancer to the body, corrodes the soul, and causes the spirit to become callous. 

JESUS CHRIST 

This section includes three of Jim’s spoken messages. 

God’s Prophet

God has always desired representation on earth. Adam, although created in the image of God, failed as a representative. Next God’s chosen people, the nation of Israel, also failed to adequately represent God. 

The Levitical priesthood became His representatives on earth, but the priests also failed. God then chose to introduce prophets as His voice on earth. They warned of the consequences of sin and pronounced judgment. But the prophets also failed. “The prophets and priests alike have made it their business to travel through the whole country, reassuring everyone that all was well, speaking of things they know nothing about.” ​[10] 

Finally, God’s Prophet, our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, is the ideal representative of God on earth. Christ came as a man yet being fully God He could in fact represent God to man. Jesus Christ is God’s Prophet, the One who all of history either pointed toward as the coming Messiah or looks back to as the great Prophet from whom all men count their years. 

The Feeding of the Multitudes

Jim relates the importance of these miracles which offer additional proof of the Creator God. He also discusses the implications and the results of these miracles. One of the important results was the substantial increase in faith of His disciples. 

Jim clearly points out the Scriptural importance of focusing on the Person of Jesus Christ more than the works of Jesus Christ. In our day, we often see this reversed.

Then, in typical Jim Elliot style, he goes deeper and points out that they are the works of not only the Creator of all but also relate to Jesus Christ in history and in nature. Then he associates these events with Jesus Christ being the True Light and the True Vine. In the final part of this message Jim recalls how the Trinity was involved in Creation. 

Resurrection 

In this thought-provoking message we are shown how the Gospel of Jesus Christ is not only found in the New Testament but is an important thread woven throughout the Old Testament. He relates how the apostles not only saw the Gospel in the Jewish Scriptures but also wove it throughout their spoken messages. He shows how they used the facts of the Gospel to persuade their hearers of truth. Jim also, in his typical way, relates the implications of this information. 

Christ’s fulfillment of Old Testament prophecy is another essential element of this message. He shows the relationship between the Old and New Testaments. 

Next, he discusses the important difference between resurrection of the dead versus resurrection from the dead. The prophet Jonah provides an important lesson regarding the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

A particularly interesting observation from Scripture which Jim makes clear is the question regarding the Trinity and Who is on the right hand of Whom. This part of the message will provide new insight to many a Bible scholar or student. 

Jim concludes this message with comments about the power of Jesus Christ. 

PETER, THE DISCIPLE

One message in this section. 

Peter had a dynamic discipleship, largely due to three factors. He was the recipient of “great mercy,” he had a “living hope,” and he was cognizant that these first two were only possible because of the resurrection of Jesus Christ, his Lord. In this message Jim explores some of the implications and practical aspects for our daily living implied by those three factors. 

A correct understanding of these factors will reduce our materialistic approach to life and cause us to fix our focus toward heaven. “But our homeland is in heaven, where our Savior the Lord Jesus Christ is; and we are looking forward to His return from there.” ​[11] 

In this message Jim also provides a brief explanation of what the term “born again” means. He notes the nuances of meaning when the term is used by John, James, and Peter. 

Joy and Meaning to Life 

A short segment from one of Jim’s speaking opportunities where he relates from his own experience the only way to have meaning, purpose, and joy in life regardless of circumstances. 

Concluding Material 

In addition to typical end matter, there is a chapter by the Editor entitled “Focus” related directly to Jim’s philosophy of living his life especially as related to his famous quote: “He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain that which he cannot lose.” ​[12] 

Also included are two very short chapters which contain surviving portions of other messages. They have been given the titles “Joy and Meaning in Life” and “The Early Gospel.” 

Finally, extensive endnotes are provided. 
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SPIRITUAL WARFARE
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Chapter 2 ~ Spiritual Desire
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Jim delivered the following message, Spiritual Desire, to the combined seventh and eighth-grade classes of Portland Christian Grade School, 11845 S.E. Market Street, Portland, Oregon, on Tuesday, February 7, 1950. Jim was 22 years old at the time; it was two years before he left for Ecuador and six years prior to his death. 

This message and the one that follows, The Effects of Sin in the Christian, were part of a series of messages Jim spoke to the students. He had spoken previously to these classes as well as to the high school students. He and his audience were quite familiar with one another.

|||||  |||||

Wherefore laying aside all malice,

and all guile, and hypocrisies,

and envies, and all evil speakings,

as newborn babes,

desire the sincere milk of the Word,

that ye may grow thereby:

if so be ye have tasted that the Lord is gracious.

1 Peter 2:1-3

Delight thyself also in the Lord; and

He shall give thee the desires of thine heart.

Psalm 37:4

I am through talking about sexual desire. I have already said much about those desires. If I’ve offended some of you, as I suppose I have, you won’t thank me for the word which I have spoken to you. Others of you I think will thank me, particularly when you are older. 

If I have spoken the Truth from the Word of God, as I believe I have, then you’re now responsible to do something about it—with regards to your relationship to the opposite sex. Just as you received Christ, you are free to be obedient or disobedient to the Word. I consider these thoughts to be from the Word of God for my life and I think they should be taken to your heart. I’ve given to you my soul and spirit. If, on the other hand, I haven’t spoken the Word of God, then you might just shrug me off. 

The Nature of Spiritual Desire 

As we have been progressing along, some of you have asked: 

Will I speak about spiritual desire? 

What in the world is it? 

Why haven’t I got it? 

And where do I get it from?

So this morning I thought I’d talk a little bit about spiritual desire. To begin with, consider what Peter says in the second chapter of his first epistle: “Put away therefore all wickedness, and guile, and hypocrisy, and envy, and all evil speaking. As newborn babes love—desire—the spiritual milk, which is without guile, that ye may grow thereby unto salvation, if you have tasted that the Lord is gracious.” ​[13] 

Let’s pray. 

Father, we want to thank You for this word from Peter, that we should lay aside all wickedness, guile, evil speaking, and that we should desire—long for—spiritual meat, spiritual milk, that which will cause us to grow. We pray that You will make this word real to us today by the Holy Spirit sent down from heaven. Open Your Word, open our hearts, and cause us to be obedient to that Word. We ask it in the name of the Lord Jesus, for Your glory, our Father. Amen. 

What is Spiritual Desire?

It’s an interesting thing that the illustration Peter uses here is not exactly a true illustration, because he says that just like newborn babes we are to desire the sincere milk of the Word. Now there is a problem in the analogy. You don’t have to tell a babe to desire, do you? We don’t have to tell our little niece in our house to desire things. She does it of her own accord. With her it’s spontaneous. She just yaps when she wants something. She has her own wants and she makes them known in a hurry, and very excitedly. That’s true of all of us in the physical sense. Our needs we make known. Our desires are quite evident. 

Peter says, “Now you folks who are Christians are to lay aside wickedness, and guile, and all that sort of thing. And you’re supposed to desire.” As a matter of fact, the word is almost in a command form. “Desire the spiritual milk that ye may grow thereby.” 

Now I cannot come to somebody and say to him, “Desire spiritual milk.” Just like I can’t say to just anyone, “Love me.” I can’t make that command unless there is something in me and something in him that gives basis for that command. 

The Lord says through Peter, “If you’ve tasted that the Lord is gracious, desire.” So you see that the command to desire is conditioned upon the taste. You’ve got to have taste buds in order to appreciate what things are yours in the spiritual realm. And if you haven’t got them, God’s command has no effect on you to desire. Because you can’t desire if you don’t have those spiritual desires within. 

Now, desire is a universal thing of the human heart. We are given the soul. The soul is the instrument of desire in the same way that the body is the instrument expressing those desires. Isaiah twenty-six says, “With my soul have I desired Thee.” ​[14] The desire of the soul when it is accomplished, Solomon says, is sweet to the soul.​[15] Desire has to do with the soul. 

Desire has to do with the soul that is within us, not with the spirit. That same verse in Isaiah says, “With my spirit I will seek Thee.” That intellectual seeking is on the plane of the spirit. But the desire is a thing of the soul. It’s a very real thing.

Solomon says that men’s hearts just like hell and destruction are never full, so the heart of man is never satisfied.​[16] You’ve got insatiable desires in your heart. You have capacities to desire infinitely. Ecclesiastes says, “He hath set eternity in their heart.” ​[17] That means that God has set so much in your heart that nothing short of eternity or infinity will fill it. Your life is just like a vacuum. Your soul is nothing but one great want. Now then, it is your privilege to want what you will. 

You can choose to want good things. You can choose to want bad things. Or you can choose not to want at all. You can just say, “Oh, what’s the use?” and shrug your shoulders and become a first-rate stoic. Say, “I’ll expect nothing, therefore I won’t be disappointed when I get nothing.” That’s an attitude you could take, I suppose, but it’s not the normal Christian experience. 

The Inception of Spiritual Desire 

The Christian is given by God, when he believes, capacity for spiritual desires. You have ability to desire holiness. Before you were saved you didn’t have that desire or that ability. You had no desire for righteousness. Now, as a Christian, God has given you not the desire for righteousness first, but rather the ability to desire righteousness. I hope this doesn’t go over your head. You now have the capacity, the power, and the right to desire holiness. 

Where Does Spiritual Desire Come From? 

Now then, our first question is, “Where does spiritual desire come from?” or, “What is the inception of desire?” Well, it comes from God. God gives us our desires, if they’re good desires. 

Our desires can come from the world. Our desires come from our interests. If you’re interested in hot rods, you desire hot rods. That’s the way I’ve found it! If as a young boy you are interested in model airplanes, your desire is to get model airplanes, bigger and better, and more power in them, and so forth. 

The Lord’s command to us is to desire spiritual milk. So the inception of desire is within us once we have become Christians. 

Why Don’t I Have Spiritual Desire?

Now, don’t fool yourselves. If you’re not a Christian, you have no capability whatever to desire good. 

Oh, you might passively want good things to happen to you. But I mean you have no real desire—no real ability to desire—those things which are Godly, holy, righteous, and pure. Therefore, what I’ve been speaking about in the last few weeks has been nonsense to you. Because you can’t desire these things.

Now if you have spiritual desires, it is another matter. If the things I’ve been speaking of are desired by you, you can’t say that you’ve attained, but you desire holiness, you desire a righteous life, then you’ve gotten to the place where God wants you to be. 

We can fake deeds, remember that, but we can’t fake desires. Mr. Gopleton can stand up here and say to Sadler, “Sadler, do such and such.” Sadler will salute and say, “Yes, Sir,” and do it. But in his heart Sadler might be very reticent toward doing anything for Mr. Gopleton. You know that. Why? It’s because of this: I can fake the deed, but I can’t fake a desire. 

That’s why God accounts more of your aspirations than He does of your achievements. God thinks more of what you want to do than of what you’ve been able to do. 

How much have you wanted spiritually? How much have you desired in the spiritual realm? How much of the thirst for spiritual milk has come into your life? You’ve got the capacity if you’re a Christian to desire; and if you begin desiring, you’ll find yourself growing. 

Now desire fails in old age according to Ecclesiastes Twelve. Solomon tells us that we’re supposed to remember the Lord God our Creator in the days of our youth before the evil days come when we shall say, “I have no pleasure in them,” ​[18] that day in which you will say, desire fails. 

Solomon also speaks about the wandering of desire. He says the sight of the eyes is better than the wandering of desire.​[19] And wandering desire is a typical phrase, it seems to me, of all Christendom today. Christians are wandering in their desires. They see some little gadget here, I want it. Got that! They see another little gadget here, and another little pleasure here, I want it. And they’re wandering in their desires. Their desire is not constant. 

Christians today haven’t got what the New Testament calls “singleness of heart.” They haven’t got one constant desire. And that one desire I will name “the lust for God.” I am using the word “lust” rather than the love for God because the phrase “love for God” has become almost trite. It is the lust for God that we are missing. You lust only after those things that you desire intensely. 

The lust for God is the thing that should characterize a Christian. Not that you’ve attained. Not that you’ve arrived. The apostle Paul says, “I haven’t arrived. I don’t pretend to have apprehended. But I press toward the mark.” ​[20] Paul had huge desires, and that’s what we ought to have. 
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