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Ten years ago, the Aethor Institute created super soldiers for shadow governments and private armies. When it had exhausted their pool of volunteers for their experiments, they lured people in with promises of rapid weight loss and other too-good-to-be-true schemes. The serum, which was designed to ruthlessly kill substandard cells and mutate the existing cells into something stronger, killed more people than it transformed.

The serum had three different variants: Castor, Mercury, and Pollux. Castors retained their humanity as their bodies gained superpowers, while Mercury strain variants lost their humanity and behaved erratically. Pollux variants were a combination of the two, heavily leaning toward aggression but not crossing the line into the warlike rage of the Mercury strain.

Those who were willing to use their newfound abilities as mercenaries or bodyguards were paid well for their services and silence. The ones who wanted to live a normal life with their freakish mutations were locked up inside the Aethor Institute and continued to be experimented on. A few lucky escaped. Some of the escapees went rogue. Others stayed hidden. And a select few banded together to form the Gemini Initiative, otherwise known as G.I.

At first, the Gemini Initiative existed to rescue prisoners inside the Aethor Institute. They never expected the Mercury strain variants to launch a military-style coup against the evil scientists. The Mercuries destroyed the labs before going on a bloodthirsty hunt, killing every last one of the Aethor scientists. But not without a cost. When the two powers collided, they caused a lot of collateral damage to innocents before killing each other off. The normal humans, “norms,” have hated and feared “supes” ever since.

After the fall of the Aethor Institute, the Gemini Initiative existed to keep the peace—not just between norms and supes, but between the Castor and Pollux variants. The Castor strain variants went undercover to avoid extermination and assimilated themselves into their neighborhoods. The Pollux strain variants decided they were not going to live peacefully with a population that wanted them dead, so they spent the last decade amassing power to take over the world. They formed the Pollux Legion.

Recently, three events have rocked the supernatural community. With the ever-increasing hostilities against supes, it wasn’t a good time to reveal that not all the Mercury variants had been wiped out. Some had been busy with the Gemini Initiative's goals or followed their own agendas and survived. 

Then there was a recent uptick in strange occurrences in New Athens City. A new organization called Protogenus sent out giant robots to destroy buildings and wreak havoc in the city in order to draw out supernaturals so they could capture them and bring them to their underwater base somewhere off the coast of New Athens City. Could some of the Aethor Institute scientists have survived the purge? If so, they might have spent the last ten years recruiting, regrouping, and rebuilding. 

The third thing has been the confirmation of a decade old rumor. The supernaturals who had taken the Aethor Institute’s serum have additional powers that unlock when they find their one perfect DNA match. At first, it was Castor and Pollux strain variants that had been connected. But with the new Mercury variants coming out of hiding, other pairings of instant attraction have been documented. Bonding with their fated mate would allow their powers to grow to their ultimate level, for good or for evil. 

Now, with an important Protogenus prisoner in captivity, it’s going to take the cooperation of all three variants to stop Protogenus’s plan to breed supes in captivity and finish the work that the Aethor Institute started.
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Evie 

Evie Danger stood in the large conference room of the Gemini consulate. She hated being trapped in a room with other supernaturals. Mostly because her mind control powers didn't work on them very well, and she felt vulnerable. The last thing she needed to be in this group was vulnerable. She was already the most hated person in the room, simply because she’d had the Mercury variant serum forced upon her.

Ten of the most powerful supernaturals beings created by the Aethor Institute sat around a large conference table. Out of habit, she skimmed each of their minds. Most of them looked at her with horrified curiosity, fear, or downright anger. Only two seemed neutral toward her. One was Vera Seer, whose mind was as fragmented as a shaken-up snow globe. The other was the leader of the Gemini Initiative, Grayson Spark. While he was prepared to hurl a lightning bolt at her chest if she tried to mind-control him, Gray was interested in hearing what she had to say.
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