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Preface

‘When I first sensed the Lord’s call to missions nearly two decades ago, I could not
have imagined how deeply it would shape my journey, spiritually, personally, and
vocationally. Over the past 18 years, I've had the privilege of serving across Asia,
from bustling cities to quiet rural communities. I've preached in house churches,
discipled new believers under open skies, planted congregations in Thailand, and

witnessed the Spirit move in places where the name of Jesus was once unknown.

My roots in the Assemblies of God gave me a strong foundation in the Word, the
Spirit, and the global mission of the Church. Yet my path has been anything but
conventional. I serve as an independent missionary, not sent by an institution, but sent
by God. His covering, His Spirit, and His provision have sustained me. Over time,
I've embraced the richness of the Messianic expression of faith, discovering the
Hebrew roots of Scripture while remaining fully committed to the call of reaching
every nation with the Gospel.

As the digital age unfolded, T began to notice a shift, not just in how ministry was
done, but in what ministry was becoming. Increasingly, I found myself connecting
with people not only through travel and presence, but through networks, messages,
livestreams, and platforms. It became clear: the digital space is not just a tool, it is a
mission field. And like every mission field, it has its own culture, language,
challenges, and opportunities.

This book was born from that realisation.

In His service and for His Kingdom,

Dr Boaz Kok Pi VD Mse LicApEx, MCTAA
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Chapter 1
The Digital Shift: From Pews to Platforms

The Rise of Digital Culture

In just one generation, the primary space where people gather, talk, learn, argue,
create, buy, and build relationships has shifted, from the street coer to the screen.

We now live in a digital culture, where:

+  Conversations are typed more than spoken

+  Relationships begin in comment sections

«  Truth competes with trending hashtags

*  Worship can be streamed in real time or watched on demand

«  And someone can “go to church” without ever stepping into a building

This shift didn’t happen overnight. But it accelerated rapidly, especially after the
COVID-19 pandemic in 2020 forced churches worldwide into emergency innovation.
What was once a slow adaptation became a global transformation.

Even after lockdowns lifted, the effects remained. Churches that once saw online
ministry as temporary now face a permanent change in expectations. Members expect
livestreamed services, online giving, digital resources, and hybrid community. Many
who were once regular attenders now alternate between physical gatherings and
online engagement. And new people are discovering churches, not by walking in, but
by logging in.

Digital culture is no longer just a tool for ministry. It is the context of ministry. And
that distinction matters.

From Local to Global: The Church Without Walls
For most of history, the word church was tied to geography.
Your church was the building down the road. The parish in your town. A place where

you could call the pastor, sit beside familiar faces, and grow in community through
shared meals, service, suffering, and time.





OEBPS/index-9_1.jpg
Some leaders have welcomed the digital age as a fresh opportunity for outreach.
Others have approached it with caution, concerned that digital tools might dilute the
sacredness of embodied worship or reduce discipleship to passive content
consumption. Both perspectives carry truth. But what we need most in this moment is

not fear or hype, but discernment, wisdom, and hope.
‘What Is a Networked Church?

The term Networked Church doesn’t simply refer to a congregation with strong Wi-Fi
or a popular Instagram account, though those may be part of the picture. Rather, it
describes a church that recognises the deep cultural and relational shifts brought
about by digital connectivity, and responds with faithfulness.

A Networked Church understands that:

«  People are shaping their worldview more through social media than through
Sunday sermons.

+  Community often begins in online spaces before it ever enters a church
building.

+  Pastoral care might start with a direct message.

«  Digital spaces are not “less real.” They are profoundly real, just different.

*  Technology is not neutral. It carries values and influences the soul.

This kind of church is not just online. Tt is hybrid. It is fully present in physical spaces
and fully intentional in digital ones. It seeks to embody the Gospel both in the room
and on the screen. It knows how to gather, disciple, evangelise, and care in a world
where the average person spends more waking hours online than anywhere else.

Why This Book? Why Now?
This book is written for:
«+  Church leaders navigating ministry in a hybrid world
«  Theologians and thinkers reflecting on what the Church is becoming

«  Digital natives seeking deeper understanding of faith and formation
*  Practitioners designing new models of discipleship and mission
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Part1
Foundations: Rethinking Church
in a Connected World
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The Networked Church : Mission
and Ministry in the Digital Era

By Dr Boaz Kok
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Introduction: Welcome to the Networked Age
We are living in a time of profound transformation.

Not since the invention of the printing press has the Church encountered such a
sweeping shift in how people communicate, learn, build relationships, and engage
with the world. From livestreamed sermons and discipleship apps to online small
groups and TikTok theology, the Church hasn’t just entered the digital age, it has been
immersed in it.

‘We are now part of a networked Church in a networked world.

This shift is more than a move to online ministry. It represents a cultural reorientation
that challenges our assumptions about community, identity, truth, authority, presence,
and even our understanding of God. The digital landscape is not a neutral backdrop, it
is a formative environment that shapes how people experience life, faith, and
relationships. For this reason, the Church can no longer treat digital ministry as a
temporary solution or a side project. It must be embraced as a permanent part of our
missional context.

From Sunday to the Screen

For many congregations, the COVID-19 pandemic was a turning point. What began
as an emergency pivot to livestreams and Zoom groups has, for some, become a new

normal. For others, it has raised deep questions:

What is the Church when we are not physically gathered? Can community truly exist

online? Is presence more than proximity?

These are not just technical questions. They are theological ones. And the answers
will shape the future of Church leadership, mission strategy, and spiritual formation.
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«  And anyone asking, How can the Church be faithful and fruitful in this
connected age?

This is not a tech manual. It is not a marketing guide for churches. Nor is it a
nostalgic defence of how things used to be. It is a theological and missional
exploration of how the Church can live out its calling in the digital era.

Together, we will explore how digital culture reshapes our understanding of presence,
worship, discipleship, community, pastoral care, and evangelism. We will also
examine the ethical tensions, spiritual dangers, and hopeful opportunities that arise
when faith meets fibre optic cable.

Above all, this book is about helping the Church remain the Church, with wisdom,
courage, and creativity, in every context, including the digital one.

The Way Forward

The Church has always adapted to the tools of its time. From the roads of the Roman
Empire to the printing press, from radio sermons to televised crusades, each
generation has faced new opportunities to proclaim the Gospel.

But at its best, the Church has not adapted out of convenience. It has done so through
deep theological reflection and a steadfast commitment to its unchanging mission: to
love God, love people, and make disciples of all nations.

The question before us today is not whether we will use digital tools. That decision
has already been made by the culture around us. The real question is how we will use
them, and what kind of people we will become in the process.

This book is an invitation to think critically, act creatively, and live faithfully. It is a
call to embrace the possibilities of the digital age without losing the soul of the
Church.

Welcome to the networked era.

Let’s explore what it means to be the Networked Church.





