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			Eleven years of war have passed since I wrote the original introductory essay—eleven years of warfare involving Americans and their allies.  Young Americans in uniform continue to slug it out in Afghanistan.  For Americans, the war in Afghanistan began in September 2001.  

			In 2011, American soldiers, marines, and air-men left Iraq, their withdrawal buoyed by political assertions of impending peace.  

			The Islamic State’s 2014 invasion of northern  Iraq and its hideous genocides brought the Americans, as well as the servicemen and servicewomen of several NATO allies, back to Iraq.  

			Like it or not, a chill reminiscent of the Cold War grips Europe.  The U.S. and NATO now con-template permanent troop garrisons in eastern Europe to deter the Kremlin’s adventurism.

			As for Korea—the Korean War never really ended.  The 1953, armistice was not a peace treaty.  As this second edition goes to print (and as an ebook), North Korea is once again threatening South Korea, Japan, and the U.S. with nuclear immolation.

			Yes, the Korean peninsula, to employ Korean War military lingo, remains “in deep kimchi”—in deep trouble, or, to be blunt about it, in deep shit.

			“Deep kimchi” is a superb example of military slang.  It combines been-there-done-that authenticity with an obscenely accurate assessment of the current state of affairs, usually tactical but in this case, addressing the geostrategic.  That’s one reason it still gets used, particularly by U.S. Army and U.S. Air Force service members who have pulled a tour or three in South Korea.

			 

			***

			 

			The great strategist and field soldier Carl von Clausewitz insisted that war is inherently political—that war is a political instrument, political intercourse using violence to achieve a political goal.

			While commander-in-chief, President Barack Obama asserted that “the tide of war is receding.”  He employed that precise phrase on October 21, 2011, in a speech that suggested victory in Iraq and Afghanistan was near.  The phrase reappeared in remarks President Obama delivered on January 5, 2012.  

			The president asserted a rhetorical conclusion to a decade of war.  However, the battlefield had not reached what Clausewitz would recognize as a political conclusion.

			In 2017, a political conclusion in Iraq, Afghanistan, Korea, and eastern Europe remains elusive.  As a result, American servicemen and servicewomen and their families continue to bear the burden of war—the “suck” of war.

			Why? Milspeak can even provide a politician with a clue; when it comes to combat “the enemy always gets a vote.”  

			No one is quite sure who first spoke that idiomatic phrase which combines hard-earned wisdom and wit.  I recall hearing a variant while on active duty in the 1970s, to the effect the enemy always gets a “say” in war.  I’m not sure when I heard the “vote” variation.  “Vote” parodies an organized, peaceful political process, which adds another touch of ironic acid.  Heck, in combat, soldiers “vote” with fire and maneuver, don’t they?

			Like “deep kimchi,” the phrase “the enemy always gets a vote” is classic milspeak.  It succinctly and colorfully reminds the overconfident and cocky among us that it is foolish to assume your enemy sees the battlefield as you see it and to assume you know what the enemy will do.  Make those dumbass assumptions and your enemy’s “vote” may surprise you.  His vote might even lead to prolonged suffering and more spilled blood.

			U.S. Secretary of Defense during the Trump presidency James Mattis directly related the phrase “the enemy always gets a vote” to prematurely concluding a war has ended or is even winding down.  “No war is over until the enemy says it’s over,” Mattis said when he was serving as a U.S. Marine Corps general officer.  “We may think it over, we may declare it over, but in fact, the enemy gets a vote.”

			 

			***

			 

			The following paragraph from this book’s original introduction still strikes me as an essential observation:

			“At its core, warrior slang is a language of discipline and shared suffering, experiences that produce a tough human epoxy:  the industrial-strength social and emotional glue binding military comrades and building military units.”

			Among soldiers, warrior slang serves a moral purpose because it boosts morale.

			The original introduction also suggested that  “the suck” of war is a semi-new idiom for Clausewitz’s “friction” in warfare.  Soldiers who embrace the suck don’t shirk the difficult, instead they meet it with skill and courage.  Which means:

			 “Embrace the suck” isn’t merely a wisecrack;  it’s a raw epigram based on encyclopedic expe-rience.  Face it, soldier.  I’ve been there.  This ain’t easy.”  

			I think history supports that analysis.  No, it ain’t easy.  It’s deep kimchi.  The enemy’s voting and continues to vote.  Now deal with it.

			 

			Austin Bay

			austinbay.net

		

	
		
			[image: 244552.jpg] [image: 244553.jpg] 

			Military terms and expressions serve two great masters:  utility and identity.  

			A savvy linguist—and any advertising executive who has ever made a cent in that tough business—will argue that utility and identity shape every type and act of human communication.

			No argument.  Priests, prostitutes, psychologists, cops, jazz musicians, poker players, the gang at the beauty shop—every trade has its jargon; every group, a lingo or recognition code that separates “ins from outs” and “us from them.”

			Warrior slang, however, has a peculiar appeal and influence.  That’s understandable.  Waging war is a risky, all-encompassing endeavor physically, emotionally, and psychologically. It displays hu-mankind at its best and at its worst, and the warfighter’s slang reflects the bitter, terrible, and inspiring all of it.  A quick scan of this dictionary illustrates the spectrum:  disciplined bravado pro-vides the glitz and glamour; earned camaraderie, the sincerity and warmth; irony, the realist’s edge; scorn, the punishing barb; and insistent vulgarity,  a rowdy, leveling earthiness.

			A little verbal bravado and swagger has genuine utility.  Hollywood bravado is little more than chest-thumping bluster, but seasoned vets know that disciplined bravado indicates confidence and courage.  Physical and moral courage and the confidence they create are essential warrior virtues.  But God—or the first sergeant—help the fake macho and especially the “REMF,” “fobbit,” or  “suit” who talks the talk but hasn’t walked the walk.

			At its core, warrior slang is a language of discipline and shared suffering, experiences that produce a tough human epoxy:  the industrial-strength social and emotional glue binding military comrades and building military units.

			Warrior slang accepts suffering as inevitable.  It also says, “Buddy, you ain’t in this alone.”  Take the acronym “MARINES.”  The wry definition is  “Many Americans Running Into Never Ending Shit.”  (That addresses a “corps” identity issue.)  The Operation Iraqi Freedom phrase “embrace the suck” is both an implied order and wise advice couched as a vulgar quip.

			Prussian General Carl von Clausewitz went to war when he was 12 years old.  Over the last few decades, critics have argued that his treatise On War is a bit dated in terms of theory.  However, everyone with military experience agrees that Clausewitz understood “the suck.”

			He called it “friction.”

			“Everything in war is very simple,” Clausewitz wrote, “but the simplest thing is difficult.  The difficulties accumulate and end by producing a kind of friction that is inconceivable unless one has experienced war.”

			“Embrace the suck”  isn’t merely a wisecrack;  it’s a raw epigram based on encyclopedic experience.  Face it, soldier.  I’ve been there.  This ain’t easy.  Now let’s deal with it.

			Military acronyms often confound civilians.  “Pentagonese” is a synonym for befuddlement or deceptive obscurity.  At the Pentagon’s level of existence, that’s often the case.  (Beltway Clerks “cluster” at the Pentagon.) The truth, however, is much more nuanced and a hell of a lot funnier.  Many soldier-level acronyms mock dull bureaucratese and satirize the regimented, bureaucratic system, pitting the tough, suffering soldier “us” against the pampered, rear-area, ungrateful “them.”  Useful acronyms and abbreviations serve as a handy, condensed language.  The most useful acronyms quickly morph into slang:  PX (Post Exchange) is the classic example; FOB is, the latest.  The useful acronyms act as quick, communicative “packets” of necessary information, much of it technical and complicated.  The jargon, however, saves time, and in the military saving time often means saving lives.

			This short dictionary is demonstrably Ameri-can, with an occasional bout of Aussie and Brit milspeak.  I accept responsibility for that.  I was an American soldier who served both with Aussies and Brits.  Based on my own anecdotal experience, no military is simultaneously more disciplined, professional, and smartass than the Aussies.  Still, the American military is the planet’s dominant military force, so it’s a fair bet that American GIs are the world’s dominant military “linguistic” power.  Besides, American troops treat military wisecracks and clever gripes as their own genres of performance art.

			The dictionary is by no means complete or entirely accurate.  I’ve already received complaints about definitions, the more civil ones beginning “Col.  Bay—in my unit this meant…” Language is  a dynamic, living thing (see:  dynamic truth).  So stay flexible, troopers.  At some point, we’ll produce an update.

			Now for the thank-yous.  First off, thanks to the “very smart majors” I served with in MNC-I Plans who are now very smart lieutenant colonels.  Your advice (as always) was helpful.  A special thanks to the guys on the “sappernet” listserv and my favorite USAF E-7 (congrats on the Bronze Star—earned on convoy duty in Iraq).  A blog thank-you to each of the commenters on austinbay.net/blog, and to Blackfive.com and mudvillegazette.com for linking to my post requesting the latest in milspeak and milslang.  Finally, a big thanks to Adam Bellow for asking me to volunteer for this mission.

			 

			Austin Bay
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