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      This story is one of 52 weekly stories written (and published) over a year. It’s part of the Super Great Challenge (SGC) run by Dean Wesley Smith and Kristine Kathryn Rusch through the WMG Publishing workshops on Teachable. Without that challenge, this story (and the others) likely wouldn’t exist.

      Additionally, in creating the cover art for the stories in the SGC, I’ve typically used Blender—my favorite application ever—an open source, free, 3D modeling, digital painting, animation, sculpting, and video editing application. I’ve taken courses and watched tutorials from creators like Ducky 3D, SouthernShotty, Grant Abbitt, Curtis Holt, Ryan King, the Blender Studio, CG Cookie, CG Boost, the Blender Guru and so many others. It’s a wonderful and inspiring community.

      And I’m so grateful for the support of my members on my site (ryanmwilliams.com) for their encouragement for this challenge. My family has also been instrumental in making this possible. It helps immensely having people behind me on this journey. Thank you.
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      Cold October air frosted the branches and eaves. It nurtured delicate ice crystals across the fallen dry leaves so they crunched like maple candy with each step. Woodsmoke flavored the breeze, weak trickles crawling out of the chimneys, exhausted after burning all night to keep the freeze at bay. Pin pricks (faerie ice picks) lanced through Howl’s blue jeans, biting into his skinny legs as he walked. The fabric was stiff and rough against his skin. It did little to keep in any warmth. His purple coat puffed out around his arms, leaving his wrists exposed, and barely reached the top of his thighs. The front didn’t close—he had tied it up with shoe laces strung through holes punched in the fabric. Beneath it he wore two flannel shirts over a fraying undershirt stained with his sweat. His bright orange beanie was pulled down over his long gray hair. He hunched shoulders against the straps of his backpack and kept his head down, watching the frosted sidewalk, his taped shoes crushing the frosty leaves.

      Too cold to sleep last night. Good way to freeze. Fog puffed out from his nose, forming ice crystals on his thick gray mustache and beard. Keep moving. Get to the mall. That back retaining wall faced south, mostly. Sun’ll warm it. Can get a cup of hot chocolate and a cup of hot water from Nan’s on the way. Enough for his instant oatmeal.

      But damn, its cold.

      Empty streets. No one out in this cold.

      Fifty-six years old, Howl figured, last summer. Not how he’d thought it’d go, two years ago. It might as well been a decade ago. His joints complained. No pain killers. Used to take that for granted. Got an ache, take something. Easy peasey, easy come, easy go. ‘Cept it’d never been easy.

      He lifted his head, squinting against the bright sun and the sparkling trees. Wincing against the air freezing his throat, he let out a long, “Aroooo!”

      A crow in one of the trees hopped from one branch to another and scolded him.

      Howl sucked more razor-sharp air and let out a louder, longer, cry into the morning air. “Ar ar aroooo!”

      An answering call came from a yard hidden behind a tall plastic fence. Deep-throated, a dog responding, “Aroooo-arrroooo!”

      “Arr, arr, arroooooo, ar aroooo,” Howl sang into the early morning.

      He adjusted the straps on his backpack and went on, mouth closed, throat stinging, but he grinned as the dog returned one more mournful call.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
            
Chapter 2


          

          
            Nan’s

          

        

      

    



OEBPS/images/gtp-22-logo-only-filled.jpg






OEBPS/images/break-section-side-screen.png





This Font Software is licensed under the SIL Open Font License, Version 1.1.
This license is copied below, and is also available with a FAQ at:
http://scripts.sil.org/OFL


-----------------------------------------------------------
SIL OPEN FONT LICENSE Version 1.1 - 26 February 2007
-----------------------------------------------------------

PREAMBLE
The goals of the Open Font License (OFL) are to stimulate worldwide
development of collaborative font projects, to support the font creation
efforts of academic and linguistic communities, and to provide a free and
open framework in which fonts may be shared and improved in partnership
with others.

The OFL allows the licensed fonts to be used, studied, modified and
redistributed freely as long as they are not sold by themselves. The
fonts, including any derivative works, can be bundled, embedded, 
redistributed and/or sold with any software provided that any reserved
names are not used by derivative works. The fonts and derivatives,
however, cannot be released under any other type of license. The
requirement for fonts to remain under this license does not apply
to any document created using the fonts or their derivatives.

DEFINITIONS
"Font Software" refers to the set of files released by the Copyright
Holder(s) under this license and clearly marked as such. This may
include source files, build scripts and documentation.

"Reserved Font Name" refers to any names specified as such after the
copyright statement(s).

"Original Version" refers to the collection of Font Software components as
distributed by the Copyright Holder(s).

"Modified Version" refers to any derivative made by adding to, deleting,
or substituting -- in part or in whole -- any of the components of the
Original Version, by changing formats or by porting the Font Software to a
new environment.

"Author" refers to any designer, engineer, programmer, technical
writer or other person who contributed to the Font Software.

PERMISSION & CONDITIONS
Permission is hereby granted, free of charge, to any person obtaining
a copy of the Font Software, to use, study, copy, merge, embed, modify,
redistribute, and sell modified and unmodified copies of the Font
Software, subject to the following conditions:

1) Neither the Font Software nor any of its individual components,
in Original or Modified Versions, may be sold by itself.

2) Original or Modified Versions of the Font Software may be bundled,
redistributed and/or sold with any software, provided that each copy
contains the above copyright notice and this license. These can be
included either as stand-alone text files, human-readable headers or
in the appropriate machine-readable metadata fields within text or
binary files as long as those fields can be easily viewed by the user.

3) No Modified Version of the Font Software may use the Reserved Font
Name(s) unless explicit written permission is granted by the corresponding
Copyright Holder. This restriction only applies to the primary font name as
presented to the users.

4) The name(s) of the Copyright Holder(s) or the Author(s) of the Font
Software shall not be used to promote, endorse or advertise any
Modified Version, except to acknowledge the contribution(s) of the
Copyright Holder(s) and the Author(s) or with their explicit written
permission.

5) The Font Software, modified or unmodified, in part or in whole,
must be distributed entirely under this license, and must not be
distributed under any other license. The requirement for fonts to
remain under this license does not apply to any document created
using the Font Software.

TERMINATION
This license becomes null and void if any of the above conditions are
not met.

DISCLAIMER
THE FONT SOFTWARE IS PROVIDED "AS IS", WITHOUT WARRANTY OF ANY KIND,
EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO ANY WARRANTIES OF
MERCHANTABILITY, FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE AND NONINFRINGEMENT
OF COPYRIGHT, PATENT, TRADEMARK, OR OTHER RIGHT. IN NO EVENT SHALL THE
COPYRIGHT HOLDER BE LIABLE FOR ANY CLAIM, DAMAGES OR OTHER LIABILITY,
INCLUDING ANY GENERAL, SPECIAL, INDIRECT, INCIDENTAL, OR CONSEQUENTIAL
DAMAGES, WHETHER IN AN ACTION OF CONTRACT, TORT OR OTHERWISE, ARISING
FROM, OUT OF THE USE OR INABILITY TO USE THE FONT SOFTWARE OR FROM
OTHER DEALINGS IN THE FONT SOFTWARE.



OEBPS/images/e-book-cover-art.jpg
RYAN M.
WILLIAMS

AUTHOR OF DARK MATTERS

A SHORT FANTASY STORY
<«SGC-105»







