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Salia paced back and forth before Ledadora’s mirror, wringing her hands, pausing often to push her hands back through her golden hair, so that it was tousled and flying. She was in the study of Iovar, the great tower that stood over the bright blue sea, and Kamryn and Fara had disappeared inside the mirror an hour before in search of Moirin. What the devil was taking so long? She thought often of entering the mirror herself, but she had no idea what she would come up against on the other side, as Ledadora had cautioned her many times.

The ancient sorceress was in the study with Salia. She sat on a cushioned chair between a high arched window and a bookshelf, looking so beautiful in the sunlight that she was otherworldly in her golden gown and golden bonnet. Her long dark hair trailed in silky tresses over her shoulders, and her head was tilted as her delicate, slender hands cradled an open book. She was so calm and unbothered, Salia wanted to strangle her. Moirin was in danger! Moirin was in danger! And Salia was helpless, helpless—

“Something to drink, your grace?” asked a meek voice.

Salia stopped pacing and looked around. Ledadora’s servant was there, head down, as she offered Salia a goblet from a tray. She was Ered, with long red hair and great breasts pouring from her peasant’s gown. She was the same little woman who had bedded Fara! Salia saw red. “No, I don’t want a drink!” she hissed, and her hand flew out, cutting the meek servant so hard across the face that her head snapped to the side. To Salia’s great satisfaction, the girl shrieked in pain, tears welled up in her eyes, and she dropped the tray, turning and fleeing with her hair streaming behind her. Her sobs and sniffles filled the room as she fled.

“That was cruel,” said Ledadora, who nonetheless sounded amused. She waved her slender hand with a delicate gesture, and the dropped tray floated up from the floor, setting itself on a low table that was already weighed down with many books. The goblets floated up as well, righted themselves, and stood on the tray. The spilled wine simply vanished from the wooden floorboards.

Salia watched all of it happen and hated magick. With a passion, she was beginning to hate it! But then again, magick was the reason she was still alive. If not for Eryet’s fountain . . . She felt conflicted, and she hated that as well.
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