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            Micah lived during the time of Isaiah. Like Isaiah, he preached against the sins of his time and especially against the oppression of the rich against the poor. He prophesied both the destruction of Israel and Judah shortly before judgment fell upon Israel.

Micah means: "Who is like Jehovah", he was from Moresheth, 30 kilometers southwest of Jerusalem, it was a pastoral area. Near Gad he developed his ministry in the north as well as in the south. Time of Ahaz, Jotham and Hezekiah, a turbulent time, kings falling and rising. He prophesies the destruction of Samaria, and witnessed it; 722 Samaria falls, Micah prophesied it, 732 fall of Damascus.

Micah presents in seven brief chapters his true description of God. The almighty Lord who hates sin and loves the sinner. Much of the book is devoted to describing God's judgment on Israel (the northern kingdom), on Judah (the southern kingdom), and on the whole earth. This judgment will come: "For the transgression of Jacob, and for the sins of the house of Israel" (1:5). And the prophet lists these despicable sins. Including fraud (2:2), theft (2:8), covetousness (2:9), licentiousness (2:11), oppression (3:3), hypocrisy (3:4), heresy (3:5, 9), injustice (3:9), exhortation and lying (6:12), murder (7:2) and other offenses. God's judgment will come.

In the midst of this overwhelming prediction of destruction, Micah gives hope and comfort, as he also describes God's love. The truth is that that judgment comes after giving them countless opportunities to repent, to return to true obedience and worship: "to do justice, and to love mercy, and to humble yourself before God" (6:8). But even in the midst of judgment, God promises to deliver a small minority who have continued to follow him. He declares, "He that openeth the way before them shall go up; they shall open the way, and pass through the gate, and go out by it; and their king shall pass before them, and the Lord shall be their head" (2:13) This King, of course, is Jesus; and we read in 5:2 that He would be born in Bethlehem, an unknown Jewish village.

As you read you will see God's wrath in action as He judges and punishes sin. See God's love in action as He offers eternal life to all who repent and believe. And then determine to join the faithful remnant of God's people in living according to His will.  
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In Micah's time people were selfish and opportunistic. Justice was rarely well administered. Greed and cruelty abounded. The poor were oppressed. To a nation in such a moral situation Micah declared, I, on the other hand, am full of power, of the Spirit of the Lord, and of judgment and of courage, to make known to Jacob his transgression, and to Israel his sin (3:8).

Micah, whose name means "Who is like the Lord?" was born in Moresheth, a quiet village in the hills of Judah about 30 km southwest of Jerusalem. He was a peasant farmer who became a great preacher about personal faith and social ethics; he was also a patriot who tried to dissuade his countrymen from the course of immorality they were on.

Micah prophesied in Judah during the days of Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah. He was a contemporary, though of younger age, of Isaiah in Judah and of Amos and Hosea in Israel, which means that he prophesied both before and after the fall of Israel in 722 BC. This was a time when the poor bore the burden of sustaining the economic frivolities required by the lifestyle of the rich. Judah was at war, and the poor had to bear the burden of the taxes required for it. The tribute paid to Assyria came mainly from the poor. Hezekiah's reign was also a time of extreme economic hardship for the poor. In the courts "justice" was available to the rich, because they could buy it by bribing the judges; the poor often fell victim to it. False prophets preached only things that pleased the rich, and no one raised his voice on behalf of the poor and oppressed. Mercenary priests charged for their services, so the poor were often left without spiritual guidance. Instead of protecting the poor, the nobles took advantage of them. But God called Micah to be a courageous defender of the poor against oppressive rich people, unjust judges, hired prophets and corrupt priests.

God used Micah to foretell several extraordinary events of which some have already been fulfilled, such as the destruction of Samaria (1:6, 7) and Jerusalem and the temple (3:12), the Babylonian captivity (4:10) and  return its(7:11) and the birth of the Messiah in Bethlehem (5:2). Other events are yet to be fulfilled, such as the return of Israel from the four ends of the earth (4:6-8), the battle of Armageddon (4:11-13) and world peace, which the Messiah will establish (4:1-5:15).

Micah, Isaiah, Amos and Hosea were the four great prophets of the eighth century B.C. Micah was the least known of them, but he had the privilege of writing the most important ethical verse of the entire Old Testament, where the teaching of the other three is summarized: He has declared to you, O man, what is good. And what does the Lord require of you, but only to practice righteousness [Amos], to love mercy [Hosea], and to walk humbly with your God [Isaiah]?(6:8).

Jeremiah mentions the remarkable impact of Micah's life and his message (3:12; Jer. 26:17-19). In every generation God uses faithful witnesses to change lives for His glory (Jas 5:19-20).

Micah lived during the time of Isaiah. Like Isaiah, he preached against the sins of his time and especially against the oppression of the rich against the poor. He prophesied both the destruction of Israel and Judah shortly before judgment fell on Israel.

Micah means: "Who is like Jehovah", he was from Moresheth, 30 kilometers of southwest Jerusalem, it was a pastoral area. Near Gad he developed his ministry in the north as well as in the south. Time of Ahaz, Jotham and Hezekiah, a turbulent time, kings falling and rising. He prophesies the destruction of Samaria, and witnessed it; 722 Samaria falls, Micah prophesied it, 732 fall of Damascus.

Micah's predictive clarity, coupled with his vivid insight into God's ways, makes for compelling reading. Set at a threshold of crucial events in Israel's history, Micah saw the future and prophesied historical milestones with pinpoint accuracy, including:


	The fall of Israel in 722 BC.

	The siege and liberation of Jerusalem in 701 BC.

	The fall of Jerusalem in 605/597/586 BC.

	The initial restoration of the exiles returned to Jerusalem in 536/516 BC.

	The final restoration of God's purposes through the coming of the Messiah.



Through passionate poetry and vivid figures of speech, Micah creates an impressive portrait of God's character. The message alternates words of judgment and hope; God enacting justice and showing mercy. Micah warns his generation of God's coming judgment because they had rejected him and his law. But he also encourages the righteous by saying that the judgment will not be final. Their confidence in a future of hope rests in the character of God. Micah concludes with the question, "Where is there another God like you, who forgives the guilt of the remnant and overlooks the sins of his precious people? You will not remain angry with your people forever, for you delight to show your unfailing love." (Mic 7:18).
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In our biblical journey, we come to the little book of the prophet Micah, in the Old Testament. This book was written by one of the so-called minor prophets and consists of 7 chapters. It is somewhat longer than the last two books we have studied, but it is undoubtedly a very important work. It is true that each book of the Bible that we study is important, since each of them has a different purpose. We are going to begin this book of the prophet Micah, studying some characteristics of its author, because we believe it is important to know something about Micah, in order to better understand his message.

His name, Micah, means "who like Jehovah". This word has the same derivation as Michael, the archangel, and whose name means "who like God". Now, there are many men in the Scriptures with the name Micah, but this prophet is identified to us already in the first verse of his book. Verse 1 of this chapter 1, says:

"The word of the LORD which came to Micah of Moresheth in the days of Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah; which he saw concerning Samaria and Jerusalem."

Here we are given quite a bit of information. Micah was a native of Moresheth-gath (Mic. 1:14), a place located about 35 miles southwest of Jerusalem, near Lachish. We are given these details so that we do not confuse him with another Micah who is also mentioned in Scripture.

Micah was a contemporary of the prophet Isaiah and prophesied in the days of kings Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah, who were kings of Judah. However his prophecy had to do with Samaria and Jerusalem. Samaria was the capital of the northern kingdom of Israel, while Jerusalem was the capital of the southern kingdom of Judah. Despite coming from the southern kingdom, his prophecy has more to do with the northern kingdom. He spoke to the nation during the time when the northern kingdom was being attacked by Assyria; although the southern kingdom was suffering from enemy attacks, it was nevertheless the northern kingdom that was taken into captivity by Assyria.

We are informed that Micah prophesied during the reign of these three kings, Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah, that he was a contemporary of the prophets Isaiah and also of Hosea and Amos. It all took place during the latter part of the 8th century BC. So, we have a fairly extensive background on Micah, and we can know quite a bit about this prophet. Apparently he was a friend of Isaiah. His prophecy has been called a "miniature Isaiah". There are some striking similarities and we will highlight them as we move forward in this study.

We must point out something interesting, and that is that Micah was quoted by the prophet Jeremiah. Perhaps you will remember that, when we were studying the book of the prophet Jeremiah, we also mentioned this particular detail, because it is unusual, and it reveals the importance that the prophet Micah had in those days. We emphasize this importance again because we are going to remember what Jeremiah wrote in chapter 26, verse 18: "Micah of Moresheth prophesied in the time of Hezekiah king of Judah, and spake unto all the people of Judah, saying, Thus saith the LORD of hosts, Zion shall be plowed as a field, and Zion shall be plowed as a field, and Zion shall be plowed as a field, and Zion shall be plowed as a field, and Zion shall be plowed as a field: Zion shall be plowed as a field, and Jerusalem shall become heaps of ruins, and the mountain of the house as the tops of the forest." It is interesting to note that the people paid no more attention to Micah than to Jeremiah, and what Micah prophesied unfortunately happened to Jerusalem exactly as he predicted.

The theme of the book of Micah is very important for us. Micah is usually regarded as a prophet of judgment. This seems to be true since in the first three chapters Micah placed great emphasis on judgment. However, of the seven chapters that make up this book of the prophet Micah only the first three chapters are considered as denunciations, since the last four chapters are of consolation.

The great question that the prophet posed in his book is found in one of the most beautiful passages of the Scriptures, and that is: Who is like You? That is, who is like God? Micah emphasized and mentioned this thought throughout his book, as we will see as we proceed in our study. We find in the first three chapters the following theme, "Who is like God, in proclaiming?" That is, in witnessing; then, in chapters 4 and 5, the theme is "Who is like God in prophesying, in comforting people?" In chapter 6, the theme is "who is like God in pleading?" And, finally in chapter 7 we have the theme "who is like God in forgiving?" The book of Micah is short, precious and profound. The main theme of the book is God's judgment and redemption, for both are present. The key verse is found in chapter 7 of the book of Micah, verse 18, where he said, "What God is like unto thee, that forgiveth iniquity, and forgetteth the sin of the remnant of his inheritance? He has not withheld his anger forever, for he delights in mercy."

Now, we must say that God hates sin, but He loves the souls of sinners, and He wants to save them. judgment is called "the strange work of God". It is strange, because He does not like to judge. But, since He is a holy God, who abhors sin, any rebellion against Him must be dealt with severely. He could not do otherwise. But He loves the souls of sinners. God desires to save them and will save them if they come to Him in faith.

As we begin to study the book of the prophet Micah we must also make the following observation about its style. If you appreciate beauty in literary language, if you are sensitive to poetry, if you enjoy good literature, then you will appreciate this short book of Micah. For many, he is a favorite of the minor prophets. His writing is biting and personal. Micah was incisive, poignant, and also tender. Micah was a realist and a good reporter. He could have been a good war correspondent. It has an exquisite beauty that combines God's infinite tenderness with His judgment. There are some passages that are well known to most believers, although many of them do not even know where the book of the prophet Micah is found. Through the gloom of the approaching judgment, Micah could clearly see the future glory of Israel's redemption, which makes this book an extraordinary document.

We want to add another comment, Micah pronounced judgment on the cities of Israel, and on Jerusalem, in Judah. These centers exerted a great influence on the population of the nation. The urban problems of that time are very similar to the current problems we face today. Micah condemned violence, corruption, theft, greed, crude materialism, spiritual bankruptcy, and illicit sex. He could well be called "the prophet of the city".

We think it is very interesting how this book of Micah can be divided. Three natural divisions of the book can be established since he pronounced three prophecies, each one beginning with a command: Hear! The first message beginning in verse 2 is: "Hear, all you peoples", addressed to "all people". The second message was specifically addressed to the leaders of Israel. We find it in chapter 3, verse 1: "I said, Hear now, ye princes of Jacob." The third message is found in chapter 6, verse 1. Micah began with a personal word, a plea to Israel, to repent and return to God. He said, "Hear now what the Lord has said."

We have then in the first three chapters, the proclamation of a future judgment for past sins, and in chapters 4 and 5 the prophet Micah proclaimed the prophecy of future glory, because of past promises. We are left with chapter 7 which, as a fourth division we entitle it: Forgiving all iniquity because of who God is and what He does.

This is therefore a brief introduction, an outline that gives us a general idea about this short book. As a general rule, to study and understand the Bible better we offer the following advice: the first thing to do is to look for the message of the book we want to study, what is it talking about? What is the writer trying to say here? What is the main message of this book? Therefore, it is useful to make an outline of the book. In this work of the prophet Micah we find this message: Who is like God, in proclaiming, in prophesying, in praying, and in forgiving? This theme is the content of this interesting and beautiful book.

After this introduction we come to the first chapter and the first division, which is of denunciation, and covers the first three chapters. We will give this division the following title:

Proclamation of future judgments for past sins

In this book we have some surprising statements, quite terrible, by the way. Let's look at the first one, because we find it in this first chapter. But, practically every chapter has some really amazing statement uttered by Micah, the author. Sometimes it will be a single verse, or like here, in this first chapter, where we find several verses.

Here we have the first message of the prophet, directed against Samaria, and which also reached Jerusalem. Let us read what he said in verse 1:

"The word of the Lord that came to Micah from Moresheth in the days of Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah; what he saw concerning Samaria and Jerusalem."

Recall that Samaria was the capital of the northern kingdom, originally built by Omri, king of Israel. But it was also a center of idolatry. It became famous and of sad fame, because of the kings Ahab and Jezebel who built there a temple to the god Baal. Samaria was built in a very beautiful locality, but today we can still only contemplate its ruins. Micah's prophecy about Samaria was literally fulfilled, and the desolate ruins are a mute testimony to the truth of his words.

The prophet Micah was originally from southwest Jerusalem. Although he came from the kingdom of Judah, or the southern kingdom, Micah prophesied for both kingdoms. However, his main message was for the northern kingdom. Micah's contemporary prophet was the prophet Isaiah, whose prophecies were directed toward the southern kingdom. Perhaps, because he was a little younger than Isaiah, Micah thought that Isaiah could care for and take care of the southern kingdom, while God directed Micah to speak primarily to the northern kingdom. It is impossible to mistake Micah's message, or the one to whom he addresses it, for the clarity of his statements. With this we come to verse 2, where Micah made this appeal: "Hear, all you peoples".

"Hear, all you peoples; be attentive, O earth, and all that is in you; and the Lord, God, from his holy temple, be a witness against you."

Thus begins the first division, and Micah began to proclaim the future judgment against Samaria. The command "Hear, all you peoples" means just that: all peoples, all people. It includes you, and me; wherever we are today, the prophet Micah is speaking to us. His message is a message for us in the present; it is relevant and current. As we have commented on previous occasions, although the prophets referred to a specific situation that has long since disappeared, their message is relevant for today, because they mentioned certain principles that are unalterable with the passage of time.

Micah, as well as other prophets, offered a philosophy of human government. He pondered the issue of what a false or true authority meant in the government of a nation. This would be a good study book for today's politicians. It would not hurt them to know God's philosophy on the government of a people. The reason many peoples suffer abuses of power by cruel dictatorships is the great ignorance that political leaders and rulers have about the Bible. They do not know that in the Bible there are great principles worth following. The problem of a country, of a nation, is not really whether it is governed by this or that political party. The real problem is that a government in the hands of evil men cannot give very good results. So there is a philosophy of government presented here in the Bible.

Now, the character of the person who governs is important and in this sense it makes no difference what type of government exists. It can be a monarchy, a democracy, or another representative form of government. We want to clarify openly that we are not talking here about politics, but about ethical principles for governing. We are trying to point out what the Bible highlights as a problem. At present we are more concerned with whether leaders have an attractive personality in the eyes of public opinion, with an adequate television image, and whether they have sufficient charisma. We are more interested in charisma than in character. It is necessary for rulers to be men of integrity of character. The prophet Micah condemned this lack of integrity in chapter 3, verse 11, when he said, "Their rulers judge for bribes, and their priests teach for hire, and their prophets divine for money; and they lean on the Lord, saying, Is not the Lord among us? Evil shall not come upon us." As you can see, there was talk of false prophets, false religion, false leaders. That was the big problem, and Micah was denouncing it.
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our journey through the book of Micah that we began in the previous chapter. We have already presented the introduction to this prophecy of Micah, an extraordinary prophet. His book is what we could consider a mini-Isaiah. Micah was younger than Isaiah, but he was his contemporary. We find that although he came from the southern kingdom, his prophecy is primarily directed toward the northern kingdom, especially the early chapters. Let us resume our study by returning again to verse 2 of this first chapter of the book.

"Hear, all you peoples; be attentive, O earth, and all that is in you. The Lord God, the Lord from his holy temple, be a witness against you".

Thus begins the first division, and Micah began to proclaim the future judgment against Samaria. This command "Hear, all you peoples" means just that: all peoples, all people. It includes you, and me; wherever we are today, the prophet Micah is speaking to us. His message is a message for us in the present; it is relevant and current. As we have commented on previous occasions, although the prophets referred to a specific situation that has long since disappeared, their message is relevant for today, because they mentioned certain great principles that are unalterable with the passage of time.

Micah, as well as other prophets, offered a philosophy of human government. He pondered the issue of what a false or true authority meant in the government of a nation. This would be a good study book for today's politicians. It would not hurt them to know God's philosophy on the government of a people. The reason many peoples suffer abuses of power by cruel dictatorships is the great ignorance that political leaders and rulers have about the Bible. They do not know that in the Bible there are great principles worth following. The problem of a country, of a nation, is not really whether it is governed by this or that political party. The real problem is that a government in the hands of evil men cannot give very good results. So there is a philosophy of government presented here in the Bible.

Now, the character of the person who governs is important and in this sense it makes no difference what type of government exists. It can be a monarchy, a democracy, or another representative form of government. We want to clarify openly that we are not talking here about politics, but about ethical principles for governing. We are trying to point out what the Bible highlights as a problem. At present we are more concerned with whether leaders have an attractive personality in the eyes of public opinion, with an adequate television image, and whether they have sufficient charisma. We are more interested in charisma than in character. It is necessary for rulers to be men of integrity of character. The prophet Micah condemned this lack of integrity in chapter 3, verse 11, when he said, "Their rulers judge for bribes, and their priests teach for hire, and their prophets divine for money; and they lean on the Lord, saying, Is not the Lord among us? Evil shall not come upon us." As you can see, there was talk of false prophets, false religion, false leaders. That was the big problem, and Micah was denouncing it. Let's listen now to what the prophet said here in verse 3:

"For the Lord comes out of his place, descends and walks on the heights of the earth."

The language he used here was truly beautiful, though at the same time terrible in many ways.

It says here that the Lord "walks upon the high places of the earth". Let us remember that these high places constituted the location of idol worship. These idols had been built in groves located in the mountains and hills. In those times the cities were also located on high places. Both Samaria and Jerusalem had been built on mountains. The Lord Jesus said that a city built on a mountain cannot be hidden, and furthermore, the city has a great influence on the surrounding area. And when the city is also the seat of government, it has a tremendous influence not only on the surrounding area but often on the whole world. This was the case in large cities of the past, as it is today. It should also be noted that cities are important centers for the practice of sin. For this reason, God was going to judge them and would do so also in the future. It says here in this verse that he would go to the tops of the earth. And verse 4 of this first chapter of Micah says:

"The mountains shall melt under him, and the valleys shall cleave like wax before the fire, like waters running down a slope."

This verse clearly presents us with a figure of active volcanoes and earthquakes. In the Bible, we find this same language from the book of Judges to that of the prophet Habakkuk. For example, Psalm 18:7-10 says: "The earth was shaken and trembled; the foundations of the mountains shook and trembled, for he was moved with indignation. Smoke went up out of his nostrils, and fire out of his mouth devoured; coals were kindled by him. He bowed the heavens and came down, and there was thick darkness under his feet. He rode upon a cherub and flew; he flew upon the wings of the wind." Although this language is eminently figurative, it constitutes an exact, tremendous and real image of what took place.

This description raises the question of what or who controls the weather and natural forces. Well, God is the one who controls nature, earthquakes, volcanoes and weather. Perhaps in some places in this world human beings are defying God by constructing very large buildings in areas where earthquakes are known to be possible. Before, people did not build such tall buildings, maybe the tallest might be a 12 or 13 story building, but now they build them 60 stories and more. And these buildings can fall down, in spite of the advances in architecture in order to build anti-seismic buildings. We believe that God judges nations and peoples, and these phenomena are warnings. Many nations have not heeded these warnings and have not yet recovered from world wars, local wars, economic recessions and natural disasters. God is at work in the affairs of this world.
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