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Chapter 1 The Discovery


Earl watched Joon sitting on the ground. They had been together a long time. They were just kids when they had gotten married. But in all those years, they had never had any children. Both knew why. They both had a form of infertility. They had learned to accept it over the years. He sighed as she tenderly cleaned up the twin baby girls. Their skin was green. Their eyes were a vivid green. Even their hair was green.

He shook his head. How were he and she to explain the children? They had just found them on the ground, crying and scared to be all alone. Even he couldn’t say no to the helpless babies. He pulled out his tablet computer and walked closer to Joon. He pulled out his portable scanner and held it over the babies.

The results were startling. The twin girls weren’t human. Or at least some of their biology was similar to human. Earl sighed. The rest of the readings didn’t make sense. His tablet cross referenced to Herbert Mineur’s notes. But these were not the famous water nymphs of Mars. They were something else.

Earth nymphs.

Earl blinked. He checked the data again. It just made too much sense. Joon picked up the babies and stood up. She looked at him.

“I’ll send a message that we just inherited twin babies and we want to take them with us to the new colony on Triton.”

She nodded.

He sent the request. He hoped it wouldn’t be turned down. In spite of the couple’s age, they were chosen for this particular colony because they knew how to grow food in different conditions. Their ship would also be carrying much of the water for the colony’s use. The rich colonists didn’t want to do the work and didn’t seem to care how the couple were middle aged humans.

Earl received a response as he was following Joon and the babies. He read it out loud to his wife. “You may bring the kids to the colony, but you must train them to do your job.”

“Fine. We’ll teach them everything we know.”

“It won’t be easy. They won’t be able to do anything for a few years.”

“So what?”

“It will just be you and me doing all the work and taking care of twins.”

“Our work isn’t that hard to do.”

“But with the babies—”

“It will be just another challenge. We won’t be bored.”

He smiled. He relaxed when the data on his tablet said they could find a decent formula to feed the babies with until they could start eating solid food. They were human enough that they could eat plants. “Joon?”

“Yes?”

“I think the girls will have to be vegans.”

“Okay. We’ll have plenty of plant food they can eat.”

He chuckled. He had fallen hard for her when they were kids because of her determination. She didn’t let challenges get in her way. He just couldn’t stay away when she was like this.

He had never regretted marrying her. But they both had felt the sadness of not being able to have any children. They could grow plants and raise animals without any trouble. But children of their own wasn’t possible for either one of them.

It was quite a walk back to the training station. Earl began to think of the reasons they had never tried to adopt. It would have been too hard to prove that they would have ever stayed in one place for very long. The adoption agencies all insisted that the parents had lived in the same place for a few years. He and Joon had traveled all over Earth growing plants and raising animals. They tended to stay in one place for a year and then move to the next project.

But not anymore. They both wanted to stay put for once in their lives. Now they could with the twins. Somehow the rules were different with the colonies. Even more so with this colony. A group of rich people wanted to leave Earth permanently. None of the founders knew how to grow food. They wanted to be self sufficient because it would be more complicated to have food and other supplies constantly shipped to them.

So when Joon and Earl signed up, the founders were delighted. They knew the couple would be reliable based on their past work. It would be more of a matter of giving them incentives to stick around. To the founders, the twin babies sounded like the best thing that could happen to the couple.

Joon and Earl weren’t questioned further about the babies. They were now inside the training center. The babies had become quiet during the walk.

Josef Roseblood stood before the couple. He smiled when he saw the babies. “Welcome back. I’ll make sure that you have everything you need to take care of those two.”

Earl and Joon thought Mr. Roseblood looked a bit pale. They never saw him out in the direct sunlight during the day. But they knew better than to question him. It was clear he was a man with secrets. They didn’t want to know what they were. The speculations were bad enough about what all his secrets could be.

Josef Roseblood was powerful, smart, and rich. He had one secret, which his own wife didn’t even know about. “I see from the data you’ve collected, that you already know what the babies need for food. I know the two of you will make excellent parents. I am happy for you. Congratulations.”

“Thank you,” said Joon.

“With your efficiency, we are still on schedule. For that, I am grateful to you. Otherwise our mission would be in jeopardy. We must leave Earth on time.” He walked away.

Joon and Earl looked at each other. Neither spoke. Neither needed to say anything. Their lives had changed when they had found the two earth nymphs.
                
    
Chapter 2 The Twins


Earl and Joon were in their quarters. The twins were asleep. The cabin was small, but they didn’t care. They didn’t complain. They were too busy growing food in the lab and taking care of the babies. They had no time to complain about anything. They were not bored during the flight from Earth to Triton, the largest moon of Neptune.

It wasn’t a long flight, but it was clear from the start Mrs. Roseblood wasn’t happy. She had one requirement or else she wouldn’t have agreed to leave Earth. She had to be supplied with copious amounts of alcohol. Josef Roseblood had no trouble obtaining someone who could ensure there would be plenty without being dependent upon Earth.

Mrs. Roseblood had plenty. At times she was too loud for everyone else on board the ship. Soon it was clear that she never wanted to leave Earth. Her biggest complaint was that her lifestyle would have to change to accommodate what her husband wanted.
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