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​A Life Beneath St. Paul’s
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Joseph Hicks’ final resting place lies beneath the foundations of St. Paul’s Anglican Church in Kingston, Upper Canada—a fate he shares with many early settlers whose stories have been lost to time. He passed away on May 24, 1800, at a time when Kingston was still finding its footing as a growing Loyalist settlement.

Life in Early Kingston

By the time of Joseph’s death, Kingston had become an important military and trade hub along the Great Lakes. Its streets were lined with merchants, soldiers, and settlers rebuilding their lives after the American Revolution. Supplies were scarce, winters were harsh, and the challenges of frontier life were relentless. Yet, despite the hardships, men like Joseph Hicks played a role in shaping the foundations of what would become one of Canada’s most historically significant cities.

The cemetery where he was laid to rest served the Anglican community for years before St. Paul’s Anglican Church was built over it, forever sealing his grave beneath its stone floors. Whether he was a soldier, a merchant, or a farmer, his presence—like so many others—became part of Kingston’s past, hidden just beneath the surface of its present.

Visiting Joseph Hicks’ Resting Place

Today, visitors to St. Paul’s Anglican Church can walk over the very ground where Joseph Hicks and others from Kingston’s earliest days were laid to rest. Though their graves are no longer marked, their contributions remain, woven into the history of the city.

For genealogy travelers tracing their Loyalist ancestors, St. Paul’s Church and its surrounding area offer a glimpse into Kingston’s past. The church stands as a silent guardian over those who came before—people like Joseph Hicks, whose names may have faded, but whose legacies endure.

JOSEPH HICKS U.E.'s FAMILY TREE

St. Pauls Anglican Churchyard, Kingston, Eastern Ontario, Ontario, Canada | BillionGraves Cemetery and Images

Genealogy Travel Itinerary: Tracing the Life of Joseph Hicks

Joseph Hicks’ life ended in Kingston, Upper Canada, on May 24, 1800, during a time of rapid change in the young Loyalist settlement. His final resting place beneath St. Paul’s Anglican Church makes him part of Kingston’s deeply layered past, where the lives of soldiers, settlers, and merchants intertwined. This itinerary follows in his footsteps, offering a meaningful journey for descendants and history enthusiasts alike.

—-
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📍 STOP 1: KINGSTON, Ontario – A Loyalist Stronghold

Discovering the Landscape of Joseph Hicks’ Time

By the late 18th century, Kingston had grown into a key military and trade hub, connecting settlements along the Great Lakes. Joseph Hicks would have lived among Loyalist refugees, British soldiers, and merchants working to establish a stable colony after the upheaval of the American Revolution.

Things to Do:

Visit Fort Frontenac – Originally a French fort, it was repurposed by the British and played a key role in Kingston’s early defense.

Walk the Historic Downtown – Many of Kingston’s oldest streets follow the same paths laid out in the late 1700s. Imagine the bustling waterfront that Joseph would have known.

Explore the Kingston Museum of Loyalist History – Learn about the struggles and triumphs of early settlers like Joseph Hicks.

—-
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📍 STOP 2: ST. PAUL’S Anglican Church – Joseph Hicks’ Final Resting Place

A Church Built Over a Cemetery

St. Paul’s Anglican Church stands over the very ground where Joseph Hicks was laid to rest in 1800. The original cemetery, used by early Kingston settlers, was later built over by the church, sealing the graves of men like Joseph beneath its floors.

Things to Do:

Attend a Service or Tour the Church – Experience the history and architecture of Kingston’s early religious institutions.

Pause for Reflection – Though Joseph’s grave is unmarked, standing within St. Paul’s offers a powerful connection to those who built Kingston’s foundations.

Search for Records – Local archives may contain church burial records or land deeds that offer more insights into Joseph Hicks’ life and family.

—-
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📍 STOP 3: MILITARY and Settlement History – Understanding the World of Joseph Hicks

Exploring the Context of His Life

Though little is known about Joseph Hicks’ occupation, his life was shaped by the realities of Loyalist resettlement, military presence, and frontier hardship. Kingston was a critical defensive point for British North America, and many men in the settlement were involved in military service, trade, or farming.

Things to Do:

Visit Fort Henry – A later military fortification, but one that gives insight into Kingston’s role as a strategic military site.

Stop by the Marine Museum of the Great Lakes – Kingston’s harbor and shipbuilding industry were developing during Joseph Hicks’ lifetime.

Explore the Cataraqui Cemetery – While Joseph’s grave is beneath St. Paul’s, this cemetery houses the graves of other early Kingston settlers, including Sir John A. Macdonald.

—-
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FINAL REFLECTION

Joseph Hicks’ legacy may be hidden beneath St. Paul’s Anglican Church, but his presence is woven into the history of Kingston. For those tracing Loyalist ancestry, this journey through Kingston’s early years, its military significance, and its settler struggles provides a window into the world he lived in. Standing in the same spaces, walking the streets he once knew, and uncovering archival records bring his story—and the stories of early Kingston—to life.
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​A Life Spanning a Century of Change
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Born in Kingston, Upper Canada in 1800, Agnes Smith entered the world at the dawn of a new century—one that would bring monumental advancements in technology, industry, and society. That same year, shoemaker William Young revolutionized footwear by designing distinct shoes for left and right feet, a small but significant shift in daily life.

A Life Marked by Innovation and Change

Agnes grew up as Upper Canada transitioned from a frontier settlement to a more structured society. As a young woman, she witnessed the invention of matches in 1826, a seemingly simple yet life-changing convenience. By the time photography became publicly available in 1839, she was 39 years old, living in a world where capturing a moment in time was finally possible.

In 1846, at the age of 46, the invention of the sewing machine revolutionized the textile industry, forever altering the way clothing was made. These innovations may have played a role in her daily life, as they did for many settlers and homemakers of her time.

Agnes was 66 years old when the Fenian Raids shook the young Canadian provinces in 1866, a reminder that even in her later years, the stability of her homeland was never guaranteed.

Final Years and Legacy

Agnes lived her final years in Hastings, Ontario, passing away on December 24, 1870. Her journey through the 19th century was one of resilience, adaptation, and quiet perseverance, much like the countless other women whose stories remain largely untold.

For those tracing their ancestry, Hastings and Kingston hold pieces of Agnes Smith’s story. Whether through old church records, land deeds, or local archives, her life is a reminder of the generations who built the foundations of modern Canada.

https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Unknown-655689#Ancestors

Genealogy Travel Itinerary: Tracing the Life of Agnes Smith

Agnes Smith’s life spanned seventy years of remarkable change in Upper Canada. Born in Kingston in 1800, she grew up in a time when the province was still defining its identity. Over the course of her life, she witnessed technological and societal transformations, eventually settling in Hastings, Ontario, where she passed away on December 24, 1870. This itinerary guides you through the key locations that shaped her life, offering a deeper connection to her story and the world she knew.

—-
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📍 STOP 1: KINGSTON, Ontario – Agnes’ Birthplace

A Loyalist Settlement on the Rise

At the time of Agnes’ birth, Kingston was a growing Loyalist stronghold. As a child, she would have seen the town develop from a military outpost into a structured colonial settlement.

Things to Do:

Visit St. George’s Cathedral – One of Kingston’s oldest churches, it may hold baptism or family records related to Agnes.

Explore the Kingston Museum of Loyalist History – Gain insight into daily life in Kingston during Agnes’ early years.

Walk Along the Historic Waterfront – Kingston’s economy revolved around trade, shipbuilding, and military activity. Imagine the bustling harbor as Agnes would have known it.

—-
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📍 STOP 2: KINGSTON in the 19th Century – A City in Transition

The Changing World of Agnes Smith

Throughout her lifetime, Agnes witnessed the invention of matches, photography, and the sewing machine—advancements that altered daily life. As an adult, Kingston had transformed into an administrative center for Upper Canada.

Things to Do:

Tour Fort Henry – A symbol of British military strength, Fort Henry was an active post during Agnes’ lifetime.

Visit the Murney Tower Museum – Built in the 1840s, this tower represents the period of defensive expansion Agnes lived through.

Search Local Archives – Kingston’s church and land records may provide further details on Agnes’ family life.

—-
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📍 STOP 3: HASTINGS, Ontario – Agnes’ Final Years

A Quiet Town in a Growing Nation

In her later years, Agnes moved to Hastings, Ontario, where she spent the remainder of her life. By the time she passed away in 1870, Canada was just three years into its Confederation, marking the beginning of a new national identity.

Things to Do:

Visit Hastings Village Historic Sites – Experience the small-town charm and historical structures that Agnes would have known.

Check Local Church Cemeteries – Agnes may have been buried in a local Anglican or Methodist churchyard.

Explore the Trent River Area – The waterways were vital for trade and settlement, shaping the economy of Hastings.

—-
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FINAL REFLECTION

Agnes Smith’s life was shaped by a rapidly changing Canada, from its early Loyalist days to the birth of a new nation. By walking through Kingston and Hastings, visitors can step back in time and connect with the world she knew—a world of perseverance, adaptation, and quiet strength. Whether through archival research, historical landmarks, or simply standing where she once stood, this journey offers a meaningful way to honor her legacy.
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​A Loyalist’s Resting Place
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Captain James Baker, UEL, was laid to rest in Kingston, Upper Canada, on April 11, 1800. A man of steadfast loyalty to the Crown, he was among the many United Empire Loyalists who sought refuge in what would become Canada after the American Revolution. His service and dedication to the Loyalist cause earned him not only the title of Captain but also a place in history as one of the many who helped shape early Upper Canada.

A Legacy Built on Loyalty

As a United Empire Loyalist, Captain Baker was part of a generation that faced immense hardship—losing homes, lands, and in many cases, family members, all for their allegiance to the British Crown. Many Loyalists were granted land in Upper Canada, where they worked to establish new communities, including Kingston, which became a crucial military and trading post.

The early years in Upper Canada were difficult, with settlers carving out lives in the wilderness while maintaining strong ties to Britain. Captain Baker would have witnessed the colony’s slow transformation, from a raw frontier into a growing settlement that would later play a key role in Canadian history.

Burial Beneath St. Paul’s Anglican Church

Captain Baker’s final resting place was later built over by St. Paul’s Anglican Church, a reminder of how history often layers itself—one era quite literally resting beneath another. While his physical grave may not be visible, his legacy remains in the Loyalist records, military archives, and the very foundations of Kingston itself.

Captain James Baker’s story is not just one of personal sacrifice—it is part of the larger Loyalist legacy that shaped early Canada.

CPT. JAMES BAKER'S FAMILY TREE

St. Pauls Anglican Churchyard, Kingston, Eastern Ontario, Ontario, Canada | BillionGraves Cemetery and Images

Genealogy Travel Itinerary: Tracing Captain James Baker, UEL

Captain James Baker, a United Empire Loyalist, was laid to rest in Kingston, Upper Canada, on April 11, 1800. His unwavering loyalty to the Crown led him to flee the American colonies after the Revolution, seeking refuge in Upper Canada alongside thousands of other Loyalists. This itinerary takes you through the landmarks of his life and legacy, providing insight into the hardships and triumphs of Kingston’s Loyalist settlers.

—-
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📍 STOP 1: ST. PAUL’S Anglican Church, Kingston – Captain Baker’s Final Resting Place

A Loyalist’s Burial Ground

Though Captain Baker’s exact gravesite is now beneath the foundations of St. Paul’s Anglican Church, his presence endures in the history of Kingston and the Loyalist community.

Things to Do:

Visit St. Paul’s Anglican Church – Reflect on how the church, built after Baker’s burial, now stands over the resting places of Kingston’s earliest settlers.

Learn About the Loyalist Burials – Discover the stories of others who, like Captain Baker, sacrificed everything to remain loyal to the Crown.

Photograph the Historic Churchyard – Though Captain Baker’s grave is unmarked, the churchyard itself offers a tangible connection to Kingston’s Loyalist past.

—-
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📍 STOP 2: KINGSTON’S Loyalist History – Archives and Museums

Researching Captain Baker’s Life and Service

To uncover more about Captain Baker’s Loyalist service, Kingston’s archives and museums are invaluable.

Things to Do:

Visit the Kingston Frontenac Public Library – Local History & Genealogy Section – Search for Loyalist land grants, military service records, and early census documents related to Captain Baker.

Explore the Queen’s University Archives – A rich resource for historical documents on Loyalist settlers.

Stop by the Kingston Museum of Loyalist History – Learn about the United Empire Loyalists who shaped Kingston and Ontario.

—-
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📍 STOP 3: KINGSTON’S Historic Loyalist Landmarks

Walking in Captain Baker’s Footsteps

As a Loyalist and military officer, Captain Baker would have been closely tied to Kingston’s early fortifications and trading centers.

Things to Do:

Visit Fort Frontenac – A key military site during Baker’s time, Fort Frontenac was central to Kingston’s defense and settlement efforts.

Explore the Kingston Waterfront – In Baker’s time, Kingston was a growing trading hub, with Loyalist families rebuilding their lives along the shores of Lake Ontario.

Tour Bellevue House National Historic Site – While built later, this residence gives insight into early Canadian elite society and the Loyalist legacy.

—-
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📍 STOP 4: UNITED EMPIRE Loyalist Heritage Centre & Park (Adolphustown, Ontario)

The Loyalist Landing Site

Just an hour from Kingston, Adolphustown is where Loyalist refugees first landed in Upper Canada in 1784. Captain Baker may have passed through this settlement before making his way to Kingston.

Things to Do:

Visit the UEL Heritage Centre & Park – A museum dedicated to the United Empire Loyalists, featuring artifacts, records, and genealogy resources.

See the Loyalist Cemetery – One of Ontario’s oldest burial grounds for Loyalist settlers.

Walk the Landing Site Trail – Experience the shores where thousands of Loyalists first stepped onto Canadian soil.

—-
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FINAL REFLECTION

Captain James Baker’s life was shaped by war, loyalty, and sacrifice. His decision to flee the American colonies and settle in Kingston ensured his descendants would become part of Canada’s early history. By retracing his steps—from St. Paul’s Church to the UEL landing site—genealogy travelers can connect deeply with his legacy.

For those researching Loyalist ancestry, Kingston remains one of the most significant locations to visit. Whether examining historical records, walking through Loyalist cemeteries, or visiting key military sites, this journey offers an unforgettable glimpse into the struggles and resilience of Canada’s Loyalist forebears.
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​A Forgotten Life Beneath St. Paul’s
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On June 27, 1800, Sophia was laid to rest in Kingston, Upper Canada. Her burial record offers little more than a brief description: “A black woman belonging to Mr. Robins.” Yet behind these words lies an untold story of resilience, struggle, and the early Black presence in Canada.

A Life in the Shadows

Sophia’s life was defined by servitude, but was she enslaved or an indentured servant? By 1800, Upper Canada had passed the 1793 Act to Limit Slavery, making it illegal to bring enslaved people into the province. However, those already in servitude remained bound to their owners unless freed. Many Black Loyalists had arrived in British North America after the American Revolution, some as free people and others still under oppression.

Mr. Robins, the man she was “belonging to,” remains largely unidentified in the historical record. Was he a Loyalist? A merchant? Did he ever grant her freedom, or was she buried still bearing the weight of bondage?

Burial Beneath St. Paul’s Anglican Church

Sophia’s burial beneath St. Paul’s Anglican Church speaks to the realities of race and class in early Kingston. Though her life may have been one of hardship, her final resting place was among other early settlers, Loyalists, and soldiers—suggesting she was a recognized member of the community in some way.

Though history left Sophia unnamed beyond a first name, her story is not forgotten. She was a woman who lived, worked, and died in early Upper Canada—a quiet yet powerful reminder of the diverse histories that lie beneath our feet.

SOPHIA'S FAMILY TREE

St. Pauls Anglican Churchyard, Kingston, Eastern Ontario, Ontario, Canada | BillionGraves Cemetery and Images

Genealogy Travel Itinerary: Tracing Sophia – A Forgotten Life Beneath St. Paul’s

On June 27, 1800, Sophia was laid to rest in Kingston, Upper Canada. Her burial record is heartbreakingly brief: “A black woman belonging to Mr. Robins.” Yet, within these few words lies a powerful story of resilience, servitude, and the early Black presence in Canada. This itinerary will guide you through Kingston’s historical sites, helping you explore Sophia’s world and the broader history of Black Canadians in the early 19th century.

—-
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📍 STOP 1: ST. PAUL’S Anglican Church – Sophia’s Final Resting Place

Buried Beneath History

Sophia was laid to rest beneath what would later become St. Paul’s Anglican Church, alongside Loyalists, soldiers, and early settlers. Her burial here suggests she was considered part of the community, yet her identity was recorded only in relation to her owner.

Things to Do:

Visit St. Paul’s Anglican Church – Stand at the site where Sophia was buried and reflect on her life and the many untold stories of early Black Canadians.

Learn About Early Kingston’s Burials – Research how race, class, and servitude shaped burial practices in 19th-century Upper Canada.

Photograph the Church’s Historic Grounds – While Sophia’s grave is unmarked, the church remains a symbol of the intertwined histories of Kingston’s diverse settlers.

—-
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📍 STOP 2: KINGSTON Archives – Searching for Sophia’s Story

Piecing Together the Past

To uncover more about Sophia and Mr. Robins, Kingston’s historical records and archives are essential.

Things to Do:

Visit the Kingston Frontenac Public Library (Local History & Genealogy Section) – Look for land records, church records, and possible manumission documents related to Mr. Robins and Sophia.

Explore Queen’s University Archives – Search for Loyalist records that might provide insight into the Robins household.

Consult the Ontario Archives and the UEL Association – Investigate whether Mr. Robins was a United Empire Loyalist, which could provide leads on Sophia’s life.

—-
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📍 STOP 3: CATARAQUI Archaeological Research Foundation – Kingston’s Hidden Histories

Unearthing Early Black Settlements

Kingston’s archaeological and historical research has revealed forgotten Black settlements and burial sites, shedding light on the lives of people like Sophia.

Things to Do:

Visit the Cataraqui Archaeological Research Foundation – Learn about recent digs and research into Kingston’s early Black population.

Examine Historical Maps – Trace the locations of Black settlements and Loyalist land grants to understand the broader Black experience in Kingston.

Join a Walking Tour – Explore Kingston’s streets while learning about the city’s Black and Loyalist heritage.

—-
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📍 STOP 4: KINGSTON’S Black History Sites – Expanding the Narrative

Sophia Was Not Alone

Sophia’s story is one of many early Black Canadians who shaped Kingston’s history. To better understand her world, visit these sites:
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