
    
      
        
          
        
      

    


SHADOW OF THE BEAST



  
    
    
      This is a work of fiction. Similarities to real people, places, or events are entirely coincidental.

    
    

    
      SHADOW OF THE BEAST

    

    
      First edition. June 26, 2023.

      Copyright © 2023 Mortaza Tokhy.

    

    
    
      ISBN: 979-8223966999

    

    
    
      Written by Mortaza Tokhy.

    

    
      10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

    

  


I never knew grade six could be hard until I lived through it. I was never a school fan, and most people thought I had a learning disability until I proved them wrong.
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BUT IT WASN'T JUST the academics that made grade six unbearable. It was the social dynamics. I was never one to fit in, and that made me an easy target for bullies. They would taunt me on the playground, call me names in class, and even vandalize my locker. I tried my best to ignore them, but it was tough.
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ONE DAY, AFTER A PARTICULARLY grueling day at school, I took a shortcut home through the woods. It was a path that few people knew about. Walking deeper into the woods, I heard a rustling in the bushes. Wild animals were known to live in this part of the forest, and I hoped it wasn't one of them coming out to hunt me down. But then I saw what looked like a beast.
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