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To the quiet breeders.

The ones out there before the sun comes up, walking the yard with feed in one hand and questions in the other.

The ones who’ve lost birds they believed in, made mistakes they owned, and kept going anyway.

To the folks who didn’t inherit a perfect bloodline, but built one—slowly, stubbornly, and with more patience than pride.

To every breeder who chose to learn the hard way, who watches more than they talk, and who never stops trying to get better...

This one’s for you.
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​Introduction
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If you’ve been around gamefowls long enough, you already know this life isn’t just a hobby—it’s something you feel deep in your bones. The early mornings. The long days. The way you watch a bird move, eat, act. You’re not just raising chickens. You’re building something. And for some of us, that something is a legacy.

This book is for serious breeders. Not the ones just playing around or copying whatever’s trending online. I’m talking to the ones who are all in. The ones who’ve lost sleep over a pair not clicking, who’ve culled birds they raised with hope, and who understand that breeding isn’t luck—it’s work. Real, patient, thoughtful work.

Over the years, I’ve made my share of mistakes. Bred the wrong pairs. Kept the wrong blood. Listened to the wrong advice. And I’ve learned that it’s not just about how good your broodcock is—it’s also about your eye, your patience, and how well you understand what’s really happening behind the feathers.

Breeding to win means you’re not just guessing. You’re not just hoping. You’re making decisions with a plan. You’re thinking a few years ahead. And you’re always trying to improve—not just your own stock, but your whole program.

Some people think they can just buy a winner and breed from it, and that’s enough. But anyone who’s been doing this long enough knows it doesn’t work that way. You can have a great bird and still breed garbage if you don’t understand how bloodlines mix, what to look for in a hen, or when to stop and rethink everything.

This book won’t be full of big words or complicated talk. It’s just me sharing what I’ve learned the hard way, the real way. You’ll get practical advice, honest thoughts, and some insights that I hope will save you from wasting time, money, and good birds.

We’ll talk about breeding systems, bloodline compatibility, selection, culling, and the small things that separate a good breeder from a great one. Some of it might challenge what you’ve always believed. That’s okay. That’s how we grow.

So if you're ready to go deeper, and not just scratch the surface... if you’re tired of guesswork and really want to build something solid—something that wins not just once, but over and over—then keep reading.

We’re not just breeding birds. We’re breeding winners.

Let’s get to work.
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Bloodlines and Breeding Basics (That Most Breeders Overlook)


[image: ]




––––––––

[image: ]


Let’s start here—because this is where most people mess up. Not because they don’t care. Not because they’re lazy. But because they think breeding is just about putting a good cock over a good hen and hoping the magic happens.

Truth is, it’s not that simple. If it were, everyone would be winning.

You can feed your birds the best, condition them right, give them all the supplements you want—but if the bloodline’s not right from the start, none of that’s going to matter. The fight is already lost before the bird even grows feathers.

This one’s hard to accept at first. You see a bird that wins, and your first thought is: I need to breed him. That’s normal. We’ve all done it.

But some of the best showbirds out there don’t pass on what made them great. They’re what we call “dead ends.” They can win like hell, but when you breed them, their offspring are nothing like them. No drive, no cut, no brain.

That’s why bloodline history matters. What did their parents do? What about their grandparents? Do you see a pattern of performance—or was this one just a lucky spark?

When you understand bloodlines, you stop chasing trophies and start chasing traits.

I can’t count how many times I’ve heard someone brag about having Kelso this, or Hatch that, or some old McLean blood. Look, that’s cool. Bloodline names have history. But names don’t win fights—traits do.

What matters more is what those birds do. Are they accurate cutters? Smart on the drag? Quick starters? Deep game? Do they recover well?

And here’s where it gets real: not every bird in a bloodline carries those traits evenly. Some will be stronger in one area, weaker in another. That’s why you breed with a purpose. You’re not just keeping a name alive—you’re trying to stack the traits you want into the next generation.

You don’t have to be a scientist, but it helps to understand how traits are passed down. Some traits are dominant—meaning they’ll show up in the next generation even if only one parent carries them. Others are recessive, which means both parents need to have it for it to show.

For example, let’s say you have a bird with really smart footwork. If that’s a recessive trait, and you pair him with a hen that doesn’t carry it, don’t expect smart offspring. The trait’s buried. You might have to wait another generation or two before it comes back out—if you’re even keeping track.

And that’s another problem. Most breeders don’t track.

They breed, hope for the best, then get frustrated when things go wrong. But if you don’t know which birds passed on what, how will you ever build anything consistent?

Look, you don’t need fancy software. A notebook will do. Write down what you paired, what you saw in the offspring, who stood out, who didn’t. Keep it real. Don’t fool yourself. If a whole batch turned out soft or slow, say so. That’s how you learn.

Over time, patterns start to show. You’ll notice which hens are really throwing the good ones. You’ll spot a line that keeps producing heart and speed. And you’ll know which crosses are just wasting your time.

This part separates the guessers from the builders.

I won’t lie to you—this stuff takes years. You might breed a pair today and not know how good they really are until two or three seasons down the line. That’s just the way it is.

If you’re looking for fast results, breeding’s not the game for you.

But if you’ve got the patience to learn from each mating, track your moves, and keep improving—even when it feels like you’re taking a step back—you’ll get there. And when you do, your yard starts to change. You stop needing to buy from others. You start building your own blood. Your own signature.

And that’s when it starts to get real fun. 
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​Choosing Breeders That Make a Difference (Not Just Ones That Look Pretty)
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Let’s be honest. How many times have we kept a bird just because it looked good?

Nice stance. Good body. Clean lines. Sharp eyes. Maybe it even threw a few good sparring moves as a stag. So we keep it. We breed it. We hope for the best.

But good looks don’t always mean good blood. And if you’ve been doing this for a while, you already know—there are birds that look like killers but throw garbage. No bottom. No cut. No sense. Just fluff.

That’s why choosing breeders is one of the most important parts of your whole program. Because every step after that—what you raise, what you cull, what you show—it all starts with the pair you put together.
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