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Franco Balya is a Gen Z Ugandan writer, political thinker, and youth mobilizer with a deep interest in post-liberation narratives, civic education, and African development politics. Born shortly after the National Resistance Army laid down their arms, Franco represents a new generation of Ugandans determined to connect the dots between the sacrifices of the past and the struggles of the present.

Through digital advocacy and grassroots engagement, he champions patriotism, ideological clarity, and informed participation in governance. Echoes of Liberation is his debut work—a bold reflection on Uganda’s liberation war, seen through the lens of a generation raised in its aftermath. Franco believes that remembering our history is not an act of nostalgia, but a civic responsibility that can fuel a stronger, smarter, and more united Uganda.
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By A Gen Z Political Activist, Patriot, and Proud Grandchild of the Revolution

I was born long after the bullets stopped flying and the jungle paths grew quiet. But every time I walk the streets of Kampala or log in to speak freely on social media, I feel the echoes of a war I never witnessed—but whose fruits I enjoy every day.

This book is more than a reflection. It is a reminder.

A reminder that peace didn’t fall from the sky. That UPE wasn’t a favor—it was a result of sacrifice. That the voice I use to advocate, criticize, and demand better from my country is built on the foundation laid by the National Resistance Army.

As a Gen Z Ugandan, I’ve often been told, “You don’t understand what we went through.” That may be true. But what we do 

that the NRM—born from bush and bravery—gave us more than history. It gave us a platform.

Some say the story of 1986 is outdated. I say it’s unfinished.

Liberation is not a destination. It’s a process. And my generation must now pick up that mantle—not to reload guns, but to reload purpose.

I support the National Resistance Movement not because it is perfect, but because it gave Uganda a chance at rebuilding. I support it because it still represents the best organized and most ideologically grounded force to protect our sovereignty and prosperity. But more importantly, I support the NRM because I believe we, the youth, can reform it from within, push it further, and own it as the movement of the next generation.

In the years ahead, our campaign is not just electoral—it is generational. We must campaign for accountability, for digital inclusion, for wealth creation at the parish level, for women’s safety, for job creation, and for keeping the flame of 1986 alive through innovation, education, and civic duty.

This book—born from the mind of another Gen Z—is a campaign document of a different kind. It speaks the language of our time while honoring the sacrifice of those who came before us. May it inspire debate, action, and belief.

Because the struggle did not end in Luwero. It lives on in our classrooms, our content, and our Constitution.

And I, for one, believe the NRM still has a vital role to play.

Let the next generation of patriots rise—not with war drums, but with wisdom.
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