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* : Star rating

 : Gîtes de France

®

 rating 

 : Clévacances

®

 rating

♥ : Establishments participating  

in the Friends of the Association 

program

Categories:

  

HIGHLIGHTS 

 Monuments, museums, and other noteworthy 

sites open to the public.

 

ACCOMMODATION  

& EATING OUT 

 A selection of the association’s favorite places 

to stay (hotels, guesthouses, gîtes, campsites, 

holiday villages, etc.) and to enjoy the best local 

food and drink.

 

LOCAL SPECIALTIES 

 Artisanal produce and local delicacies; crafts and 

artistic activities in the village.

  

EVENTS 

Markets and key events in the village calendar 

(fetes, festivals, exhibitions, concerts, sporting 

events, etc.).

 

OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES 

Excursions and activities in the open air  

(walking, water sports, cycling, etc.).

 

FURTHER AFIELD 

Tourist attractions, towns, and other villages within 

a 30-mile (50-km) radius, or a 1-hour drive.

 

   MBVF  NEARBY 

Other Most Beautiful Villages of France within  

a 30-mile (50-km) radius, or a 1-hour drive,  

to help you plan your itinerary.

QR CODE to access additional information on the 

association’s website and discover more about the village.

NB: When calling telephone numbers from outside 

France, dial 00 33, then the number provided without 

the first 0 indicated (e.g., to contact 05 55 84 08 50 

from outside of France, dial 00 33 5 55 84 08 50)

Key to the symbols featured in this book
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Preface

From the shores of Lake Geneva to the coast of the 

English Channel, from the vineyards of Alsace to the 

volcanos of Auvergne, and from the châteaux of Val de 

Loire to the island of La R éunion, The Most Beautiful 

Villages of France reveal all of the charm and diver-

sity of the country. The variety of its landscapes, archi-

tecture, and heritage, as well as its history, traditions, 

terroir, and savoir faire make for places that are never 

identical, but are always enchanting.

In addition to the visual delights in store, The Most 

Beautiful Villages of France oer unique experiences 

in exceptional settings to visitors in search of the good 

life, simple pleasures, and enriching encounters with 

locals.

Bringing together 180 jewels of French rural tourism 

that have been awarded the prestigious national label 

of excellence, this guide provides a multitude of desti-

nations for your next getaway and extends an invita-

tion to take “the road less traveled.” These localities are 

also—and perhaps above all—vibrant communities that 

the residents are committed to preserving and keeping 

alive, in order to share with you a little of what makes 

them happy and proud to call their village home.

Alain Di Stefano

President of Les Plus Beaux Villages de France association

Deputy Mayor of Yèvre-le-Châtel, in the Loiret
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Foreword

Over the past  thirteen years, I have traveled all over France in search of the coun-

try’s most beautiful villages, some of which aspire to be voted the Best Loved 

Village of France on the show I present on France Télévisions. Saint-Cirq-Lapopie, 

Eguisheim, Cordes-sur-Ciel, Ploumanac’h, Rochefort-en-Terre, Kaysersberg, 

Cassel, Saint-Vaast-la-Hougue, Hunspach, Sancerre, Bergheim, Esquelbecq, 

Collioure—those may be the  thirteen villages that have received the honor, yet 

there are so many others, just as splendid, which continually elicit the same reac-

tion from viewers: “France is so beautiful!” What other country can boast such 

diverse landscapes, such a wealth of villages and countryside, on the coast and in 

the mountains, and such a variety of built, natural, and culinary heritage? 

Of course, France has changed over the last  thirteen years. Its administrative 

regions have been restructured, but the spirit of its villages has remained intact 

and vibrant across the country. Year after year, I discover with the same delight, 

and in each village, an incredible historical, touristic, architectural, and gastro-

nomic heritage, not to mention the women and men who champion this legacy. 

These villages speak volumes about French identity and roots; the feeling of 

belonging to a tight-knit community; an attachment to several acres of land, a built 

heritage, historical monuments, local traditions, carefully preserved time-tested 

ﬂavors, and, most of all, the conviviality and solidarity of a collectivity whose des-

tiny we share. Some villages are picture-perfect landscapes where time seems to 

have stopped, oering visitors the idyllic image they came to see. Others have 

carefully maintained whatever brought them fame in the past while adapting to 

the changing times to avoid turning into an open-air museum. Let us not forget 

that these French villages also represent a culture—often a heritage—within every-

one’s reach, which generates tourism and contributes to the economy. These vil-

lages are undoubtedly a treasure for posterity.

As you read this book and discover France’s most beautiful villages, I am sure you 

will have only one desire: to take the byways leading to these unspoiled destina-

tions that restore our hope in the future.

Stéphane Bern
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The Most Beautiful Villages 

of France

The association of Les Plus Beaux Villages de France® was founded in 

the early summer of 1981, after one man encountered a certain book. 

That man was Charles Ceyrac, mayor of the village of Collonges-la-

Rouge in Corrèze, and the book was Les Plus Beaux Villages de 

France, published by Sélection du Reader’s Digest. This book gave 

Ceyrac the idea of harnessing people’s energy and passion to protect 

and promote the exceptional heritage of France’s most beautiful vil-

lages. Sixty-six mayors signed up to Charles Ceyrac’s initiative, which 

was made ocial on March 6, 1982 at Salers in Cantal, France. Today, 

this national network of 180 villages works to protect and enhance 

the heritage of these exceptional locations in order to increase their 

renown and promote their economic development.
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Three steps to becoming one of The 

Most Beautiful Villages of France

THREE PRELIMINARY CRITERIA 



association must submit an application showing 

that it meets the following criteria:

•  a total population of no more than 

2,000 inhabitants

•  at least two protected sites or monuments 



•  proof of mass support for the application 

for membership via public debate

THIRTY-TWO EVALUATION CRITERIA

If the application is accepted, the village then 

receives a site visit. After an interview with the 

local council and a photographic report have 

been completed, a table of thirty-two criteria is 

used to evaluate the village’s historical, 

architectural, urban, and environmental 

attributes, as well as its own municipal initiatives 

to promote the village.

THE VERDICT OF THE QUALITY COMMISSION



the Quality Commission, which alone has the 



should be accepted (an outcome requiring 



ten villages apply each year, and about 20% 

of applications are successful. The approved 



reevaluation in order to guarantee each 

visitor an outstanding experience.

A concept that has  

traveled the globe

Interest in preserving and enhancing 

rural heritage transcends national 

boundaries, and several initiatives 

throughout Europe and the rest of the 

world have given rise to other 

associations on the French model, 



Italy, Japan, Spain, Switzerland, Saxony 



Herzegovina, and China. Collaborating 

with the Federation of the Most 

Beautiful Villages of the World, these 





To read more about the association, visit:

 les-plus-beaux-villages-de-france.org

Save the date

•  Journées Européennes des Métiers 

d’Art® ( European Artistic Craft Days): 

1st weekend in April

•  La Nuit Romantique dans Les Plus 

Beaux Villages de France® (The Most 

Beautiful Villages of France Romantic 

Evening): 3rd Saturday in June

•  Journées Européennes du Patrimoine® 

(European Heritage Days): 

3rd weekend in September

To reserve your next trip, take part 

in events, or keep up with the latest 

news, visit our website at:

 les-plus-beaux-villages-de-france.org

or follow us on social media
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OCCITANIE

Aiguèze

Between vineyards  

and the Ardèche river

A fortress perched on a cli overlooking 

the Gorges de l’Ardèche, Aiguèze pro-

tects its medieval heritage, cultivates 

vines, and oers a friendly, welcoming 

atmosphere to visitors. Like any strate-

gic defense site, Aiguèze has had a tur-

bulent past. From 725 to 737 CE, the 

region was occupied by the Saracens, 

who gave their name to one of the vil-

lage’s towers. The fortiﬁcation of the 

site dates back to the 11th century: it 

was the work of the count of Toulouse, 

who wanted to make Aiguèze the out-

post for his operations against the region 

of Vivarais. In the narrow cobbled and 

vaulted streets, arch-covered balconies, 

mullioned windows, and arched door

-

ways have pride of place. They lead to 

the castelas, the old ramparts of the cas-

tle, which command a splendid view of 

the Ardèche, garigue (scrubland), and 

Côtes du Rhône vineyards.

HIGHLIGHTS

Church :  

Open daily.

Village: Guided tour   



.

ACCOMMODATION 

& EATING OUT

 Restaurants

♥  Le Comptoir des Sarrasins 

.

LOCAL  

SPECIALTIES 

Food and Drink

AOC Côtes du Rhône wines • 

Honey • Goat cheese 

(pélardons.

Art and Crafts

Art gallery • Pottery • Craft 

studios  • Feather creations: 

♥  Fizz Feathers 

.

EVENTS

Market: Thurs. a.m. (Jul. 1st–

.

Apr.

.

Pentecost

.

Aug.: Aiguèze en Couleurs , 

street painting festival.

Dec.

OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES

Swimming  • 

Canoeing and boating trips 

  • 



oppidum , 



FURTHER AFIELD

• Chartreuse de Valbonne, 

monastery (4½.

• Château de Suze-la-Rousse 

.

• Gorges de l’Ardèche: 

Vallon-Pont-d’Arc; Grotte 

Chauvet 2, cave 

reconstruction 

.

 MBVF NEARBY

• Montclus .

• La Roque-sur-Cèze 

.

Gard (30) 

Population: 210 

Altitude: 292 ft. (89 m)

TOURIST INFO—PROVENCE 

OCCITANE

04 66 39 26 89

provenceoccitane.com
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NOUVELLE-AQUITAINE

Ainhoa

All the colors  

of the Basque Country

Marrying its green hillsides with the 

red-and-white façades of its Labourdin 

and Navarrese houses, Ainhoa displays 

the colors of the Basque Country along 

its single street. In the 13th century, the 

Roman Catholic religious order known 

as the Premonstratensians set up a 

vicariate at Ainhoa to provide assis-

tance to pilgrims traveling to Santiago, 

and a bastide (fortiﬁed town) emerged 

from the plain to provide for their wel-

come. Rebuilt in the 17th century, its 

ﬁnest façades face east. The rings for 

tying up mules on the lorios (doors) 

of some houses bear witness to their 

former role as merchant inns on the 

road to Pamplona. Next to the fron-

ton (Basque pelota court), which still 

hosts a few games in summer, the 13th- 

century church has been rebuilt, but 

the cut stones of its lower parts date 

back to the founding of the bastide. 

Higher up, the Notre-Dame-d’Arantzazu 

chapel (arantza means “hawthorn” in 

Basque; it is also known as Notre-Dame-

de-l’Aubépine in French) stands on the 

Atsulai mountainside.

HIGHLIGHTS

tre-Dame-de-

l’Assomption: Spanish-style 

gilded wooden altarpiece.

Maison du Patrimoine:  

Film on the history of the 

village and the border area 

.

Village: Bastide, fronton, 

church, and open-air 

washhouse. Guided tour  year 

round, by appt. 

.

ACCOMMODATION 

& EATING OUT

Hotels

♥  Maison Oppoca**** 

.

Restaurants

♥   Oppoca .

LOCAL  

SPECIALTIES

Food and Drink

Pain d’épice  • 



Basque specialties (piment 



.

Art and Crafts

Artisanal cosmetics • Jeweler, 

artist-creator • Wood and 

stone carving • Tapestry 

weaving • Espadrilles • 

Artisanal carpentry.

EVENTS

Pentecost: Pilgrimage to 

Notre-Dame-de-l’Aubépine 

.

Aug.: Patronal festival .

OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES

Basque pelota •

Route GR 10, and 3 

trails •

1 

Traversée Pays Basque 

circuit •

Sentier des Contrabandiers.

FURTHER AFIELD

• Urdax and Zugarramurdi 

caves .

• Cambo-les-Bains 

.

• Saint-Jean-de-Luz; Bayonne; 

Biarritz .

 MBVF NEARBY

• Sare .

• La Bastide-Clairence 

.

Pyrénées-Atlantiques (64) 

Population: 680 

Altitude: 394 ft. (120 m)

TOURIST INFO—AINHOA

05 59 29 93 99

ainhoa-tourisme.fr
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NOUVELLE-AQUITAINE

Angles-sur-

l’Anglin

 Ancient skills and wall carvings

On the banks of the Anglin, this village 

boasts a 15,000-year-old history. From 

the top of the cli, the ruins of the for-

tress, built by the counts of Lusignan 

between the 11th and 15th centuries, 

overlook the river. At the top of the vil-

lage, the Église Saint-Martin, with its 

Romanesque bell tower, stands next to 

the 12th-century Chapelle Saint-Pierre. 

The “Huche Corne” oers a magniﬁ-

cent view of the lower part of the vil-

lage, where the Chapelle Saint-Croix, an 

old abbey church with a 13th-century 

doorway, faces the river and its weep-

ing willows. Nearby, the site of the Roc 

aux Sorciers (Sorcerers’ Rock) houses a 

unique Paleolithic frieze, carved into the 

limestone 15,000years ago, which is now 

protected but has been reconstructed. 

For 150years, Angles has been famous 

for its jours: drawn thread embroidery. 

A tour retraces the history of this tra-

ditional craft in the village and many of 

the houses’ windows are adorned with 

these embroidered works.

HIGHLIGHTS

 ♥  Centre d’Interprétation 

du Roc aux Sorciers: 

Life-size, 65-foot-long  

reconstruction of 

a prehistoric frieze from 

the Magdalenian period,  

to be discovered through 

innovative  re -creations 

.

Forteresse d’Angles: 

Remains of the fortress built 

in the 11th–15th centuries. 

Guided tour  Apr.–Sept., 

by appt. .

Maison des Jours d’Angles: 

Discover the jours technique 

.

Village: Guided tour Fri. 

at 3 p.m. for individuals, 

groups by appt.; Tèrra 

Aventura outdoor treasure 



contés” (tales of the jours 

d’Angles, free year round; 

video guide available at the 



.

ACCOMMODATION 

& EATING OUT 

tourisme-chatellerault.fr

LOCAL  

SPECIALTIES

Food and Drink

Broyé du Poitou (butter 

.

Art and Crafts

Antiques • Jours d’Angles 

 • 

Painter • Cross-stitch, lace, 

decorations, paper, stained 







EVENTS

Jul.: Crafts days 

.

Aug. 

with music ;  



festival .

Nov.: Rouge et Or , art and 

crafts fair .

OUTDOOR ACTIVITIE

Canoeing •• 

Fishing •2 routes, 

“En passant par Remerle” 

(3½ and “Les 

Certaux” (4½ • 

• Horse-

drawn carriage rides.

FURTHER AFIELD

• Parc Naturel Régional  

de la Brenne (3½.

• La Roche-Posay 

(7½.

• Abbaye de Saint-Savin, 

UNESCO World Heritage Site 

.

• Château d’Azay-le-Ferron 

.

• Chauvigny .

Vienne (86) 

Population: 345 

Altitude: 331 ft. (101 m)

TOURIST INFO—GRAND 

CHÂTELLERAULT

05 49 21 05 47

tourisme-chatellerault.fr
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PROVENCE-ALPES-CÔTE D’AZUR

Ansouis

A castle in the Pays d’Aigues

Located in the heart of the Pays d’Aigues, 

with the Grand Luberon mountain range 

and the Durance river on the horizon, 

the hilltop village of Ansouis is crowned 

by a thousand-year-old castle. Spread 

out in a fan shape, exposed to the sun, 

the village is crisscrossed by a maze 

of streets and alleys that oer shade 

and cool. From the Place Saint-Elzéar, 

the Rue du Petit-Portail climbs up to 

a peaceful little square: bordered by 

the 12th-century perimeter wall, which 

serves as the façade of the Église Saint-

Martin, and by the elegant 13th-century 

presbytery, it oers a vast panorama of 

a landscape of vines overlooked by the 

Grand Luberon. At the top of the village, 

the castle, which was owned for gener-

ations by the Sabran family, condenses 

a thousand years of castle architecture. 

The austerity of the medieval fortress on 

the north side contrasts with the classi-

cal southern façade of the 17th-century 

residence, which overlooks the terraced 

gardens with their box topiary.

HIGHLIGHTS

Castle      : 

Remodeled in the 17th 

century, and now completely 

restored. Open Apr.–end Oct. 

.

Église Saint-Martin 



church, formerly the castle’s 

law court; 18th-century 

statues and altarpieces.

Musée Extraordinaire: 

Artistic creations as well as a 

collection of fossils, shells, and 

furniture .

Musée de la Vigne et du Vin: 

More than 2,000 old 



Château Turcan 

.

ACCOMMODATION 

& EATING OUT 

luberon-sud-tourisme.fr

LOCAL  

SPECIALTIES

Food and Drink

Artisanal ice cream • AOC 

Luberon wines.

Art and Crafts

Bronze sculptures and 



Organic and handmade 

soaps.

EVENTS

Market: Sun. a.m., Place de la 

Vieille-Fontaine.

May: Les Botanilles,  



.

Jun.: Ansouis en Musique, 

music festival.

Sept.: Fête de la Saint-Elzéar 

.

OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES

3 

FURTHER AFIELD

• La Tour-d’Aigues 

.

• Villages along the Durance 

river: Cadenet, Pertuis, 

Mirabeau .

• Aix-en-Provence 

.

 MBVF NEARBY

• Lourmarin .

• Ménerbes .

• Roussillon .

Vaucluse (84) 

Population: 1,070 

Altitude: 968 ft. (295 m)

TOURIST INFO—LUBERON SUD

04 90 07 50 29

luberon-sud-tourisme.fr
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CENTRE VAL DE LOIRE

Apremont-

sur-Allier

The garden village

Overlooked by a castle and surrounded 

by landscaped gardens, the village—

which was entirely restored in the 

last century—is reﬂected in the Allier 

river. In the Middle Ages, the Château 

d’Apremont, belonging to the duchy 

of Burgundy, was a powerful fortress. 

Four centuries later, in1894, Eugène 

SchneiderII, the third generation in 

the dynasty of powerful industrialists 

from Le Creusot, married Antoinette 

de Saint-Sauveur, whose family had 

owned the castle since1722. Until his 

death in1942, Schneider worked tire-

lessly to restore this castle and, in true 

Berry style, every house in Apremont. 

His grandson Gilles de Brissac contin-

ued his work, and in1970 he created 

a ﬂoral park at the foot of the castle, 

inspired by Vita Sackville-West’s garden 

at Sissinghurst in England. Among the 

pools, waterfalls, and scent and colors 

of more than 1,000tree and ﬂower spe-

cies, a Chinese covered bridge, a Turkish 

pavilion, and a belvedere decorated with 

Nevers faience add a touch of exoticism.

HIGHLIGHTS

♥  Parc Floral 



: 12 acres 

 of English gardens, 

arboretum, collection 

of follies .

♥  Castle stables:  

Immersive tour “Le Voyage 

d’Eugène Schneider”  



.

Village: Guided tour by appt. 

.

ACCOMMODATION 

& EATING OUT 

Guesthouses and gîtes

♥ Les Maisons  

d’Apremont       

.

LOCAL  

SPECIALTIES

Food and Drink

Goat and sheep’s cheese • 

Walnut and hazelnut oil • 

Brioches aux griaudes/aux 

escargots 

.

Art and Crafts

Pottery studio.

EVENTS

Market: organic and local 

.

Easter

.

May: Fête des Plantes 

de Printemps .

Aug.: Candlelit evening in the 

.

Oct.: Festival of wine,  

food, and seasonal plants 

.

OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES

Fishing •

GR 654; strolling along the 

• Cycling: 

“Loire à Vélo” trail, “Via Allier” 

trail, cycle routes in the Loire 

Val d’Aubois region • 

Canoeing on the Allier and 

Loire rivers.

FURTHER AFIELD

• La Guerche-sur-l’Aubois: 

“La Tuilerie” tile factory, 

museum, and visitor center 

.

• Château de Meauce 

.

• Espace Métal/Halle 

de Grossouvre, museum 

of industry .

• Nevers (9½.

• Abbaye de Fontmorigny 

.

Cher (18) 

Population: 70 

Altitude: 581 ft. (177 m)

TOURIST INFO—PARC FLORAL

02 48 77 55 00

apremont-sur-allier.com/fr

TOWN HALL:

02 48 80 40 17

mairieapremontsurallier.fr
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AUVERGNE-RHÔNE-ALPES

Arlempdes

The ﬁrst château of the Loire

Arlempdes (pronounced “ar-lond”) sits 

atop a volcanic peak in the Velay, close to 

the source of the Loire river, and is the 

location of the Loire’s very ﬁrst castle.

The remains of the castle, built by the 

Montlaur family in the 12th–14th cen-

turies, are at the top of a basalt dike, 

into which the Loire has cut deep, wild 

gorges. Crenellated ramparts and cur-

tain walls enclose the ancient court-

yard, which is overlooked by the round 

tower of the keep and the Chapelle Saint-

Jacques-le-Majeur; the latter was most 

likely built in the 11th–12th centuries 

on the site of a Celtic sanctuary, and 

stands some 260ft. (80m) above the 

river. At the foot of this imposing cas-

tle, behind a 13th-century gateway, the 

village is laid out around an attractive 

square, which serves as the forecourt of 

the Romanesque Église Saint-Pierre—

noteworthy for its polylobed door and its 

four-arched bell gable. From this square, 

a path leads to the castle, whose entrance 

is reached via a Renaissance porch. 

HIGHLIGHTS

Castle remains: Guided tour  

every  afternoon  Jul .–Aug .; 

tours by appt. Mar.–Oct. 

.

Écomusée de la Ruralité 

: Tools and 

lifestyles of yesteryear, 

Mar.–Nov. .

Église Saint-Pierre (11th–12th 

 and its belltower 

.

ACCOMMODATION 

& EATING OUT 

lesgorgesdelallier.fr

LOCAL  

SPECIALTIES

Food and Drink

Cheeses • AOP Puy green 

lentils.

EVENTS

Jul.: Open-air rummage sale 

.

Aug.: Fête du Pain, bread 

festival .

Nov.

.

OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES

Swimming  • 

Fishing •GR 3 

• 

• Quad rides.

FURTHER AFIELD

• 

.

• Le Monastier-sur-Gazeille 

.

• 

(15½.

• Le Puy .

 MBVF NEARBY

• Pradelles (10½.

Haute-Loire (43) 

Population: 142 

Altitude: 2,756 ft. (840 m)

TOURIST INFO—GORGES 

DE L’ALLIER

04 71 00 82 65

village-arlempdes.fr

lesgorgesdelallier.fr
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NOUVELLE-AQUITAINE

Ars-en-Ré

Between port and marshes

At the far west of the island, the village’s 

bell tower keeps vigil over the ocean 

and the Fier d’Ars marshes. Born from 

the salt marshes created in the 11th cen-

tury and still exploited by more than 

sixty salt merchants, Ars is one of the 

Île de Ré’s oldest parishes. The church 

retains its 12th-century door and its 

15th- century bell tower, whose 130-ft. 

(40-m) black-and-white spire used to 

serve as a day-mark for seafarers. Inthe 

Rue des Tourettes, the two corner tow-

ers of the Maison du Sénéchal, built in 

the 16th century, are a reminder that 

the village was once under the juris-

diction of a seneschal. Abandoned by 

ships coming from Northern Europe to 

load salt, the port now provides shelter 

for pleasure boats. Enjoyable to explore 

on foot or by bike, the narrow streets, 

dotted with hollyhocks, are lined with 

white houses with green or light blue 

shutters, typical of the traditional archi-

tecture of this region.

HIGHLIGHTS

Église Saint-Étienne (12th, 

: 

Romanesque style; arched 

door, rich furnishings.

Bell tower: Visits Apr.–late 

Sept. .

: For information on 

visits, contact Écomusée 

du Marais Salant in Loix 

.

ACCOMMODATION 

& EATING OUT

Hotels

♥  Le Sénéchal*** 

.

LOCAL  

SPECIALTIES

Food and Drink

Strawberries • Shrimp • 

Oysters • AOP early 



de sel sea salt • Wine and 

Pineau.

Art and Crafts

Antique dealers • Painters.

EVENTS

Market: Tues., Fri., and Sat., 

8 a.m.–1 p.m., Place Carnot 

.

Summer market: Every day, 

by the port .

Jul.–Aug.: Evening artisanal 



OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES

Bathing: La Grange beach • 

Cycling: Cycle paths across 

the marshes to the nature 

reserve at Fiers d’Ars • 

3• 

Sailing •• 

Thalassotherapy.

FURTHER AFIELD

• Saint-Clément-des-

Baleines: Lighthouse 

.

• Les Portes-en-Ré: Maison 

du Fier et de la Nature , nature 

reserve .

• Loix: Écomusée du Marais 

Salant, local heritage 

museum (7½.

• La Rochelle 

(20½.

 MBVF NEARBY

• La Flotte .

Charente-Maritime (17) 

Population: 1,326 

Altitude: 10 ft. (3 m)

TOURIST INFO—ILE-DE-RÉ

05 46 09 00 55

iledere.com
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NOUVELLE-AQUITAINE

Aubeterre-

sur-Dronne

The Charente  

with a southern air

Nestled against a chalky limestone cli, 

Aubeterre overlooks the verdant valley 

of the Dronne river. Around its central 

square, a labyrinth of roofs and house 

fronts bedecked with wooden galleries 

and balconies stretches out. Facing the 

castle of this old fortress town, which 

was destroyed by the English and then 

by the Huguenots, stands the Église 

Saint-Jacques, with its ﬁne Romanesque 

façade. At the turn of every street and 

steep alleyway, the visitor is reminded 

of Aubeterre’s religious past: pilgrims 

on their way to Santiago de Compostela 

would stop at the church and three for-

mer convents, and the village also fea-

tures the monolithic Église Saint-Jean, 

which was carved into the rock near a 

primitive worship site in the 12th cen-

tury. For an unforgettable experience, 

explore the underground building and 

necropolis beneath its high vaults of 

light and shade.

HIGHLIGHTS

Église Saint-Jacques:  

Built in the 12th century and 

rebuilt in the 17th century; 

Romanesque façade with 



archways and Moorish 

ornamentation.

Monolithic underground 

Église Saint-Jean: Hewn 

12th 

century. A unique construction 

housing a reliquary, a central 

relic pit, and a necropolis 

containing more than 

160 stone sarcopha

La Maison des Marionnettes 

et Le Petit Théâtre: 

Conservation and promotion 

of puppetry heritage, with 

an extensive collection of 

puppets and acces

Shows in summer 

.

Village: Guided group tour all 

year round, by appt.; 

individual  tours possible in 

.

ACCOMMODATION 

& EATING OUT 

Campsites

♥ Camping Paradis*** 

.

LOCAL  

SPECIALTIES

Food and Drink



Pineau • Cognac.

Art and Crafts

Antiques • Pottery • 



 





Painters.

EVENTS

May: Ascension de l’Art , 

artists’ festival 

 

Jul.: Fête de la Saint-Jacques 

.

Aug.

; musical evenings 

in Église Saint-Jean.

Sept.: Pottery festival 

.

OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES

Swimming • Canoeing and 

• Fishing •• 

Nature excursions.

FURTHER AFIELD

• Romanesque churches 



Saint-Aulaye .

• Chalais: “haute ville” and 

castle .

• Villebois-Lavalette: Castle 



(12½.

• Cognac and Bordeaux 

vineyards .

• Angoulême .

Charente (16) 

Population: 333 

Altitude: 295 ft. (90 m)

TOURIST INFO—SUD 

CHARENTE

05 45 98 57 18

sudcharentetourisme.fr

aubeterresurdronne.com
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OCCITANIE

Autoire

Medieval stone and red tiles 

amid vines and  verdant hills

The village takes its name from the 

Autoire: the mountain stream that 

rushes down from the Causse de Gramat 

limestone plateau in a series of waterfalls 

before reaching the ﬁrst ocher manor 

houses. At the center of a cirque—a deep, 

high-walled basin—square dovecotes and 

the corbeled façades of rustic dwellings 

rub shoulders with the turrets of manor 

houses. The Laroque-Delprat manor and 

the Château de Limargue are located 

downhill from the village. Higher up, 

the Château de Busqueille, built in the 

late 16th century, rises above the brown-

tiled roofs. Under the successive rule of 

the baronies of Castelnau and of Gramat, 

Autoire became one of the vassal towns 

of the Viscounty of Turenne in the 14th 

century. One of the village’s castles—the 

Château des Anglais—served as a hide-

out for traveling mercenaries during the 

Hundred Years War. Covered with ﬂat 

stone lauzes (schist tiles) rather than 

the tiles used on other roofs in the vil-

lage, the square bell tower stands tall in 

the square, where four bronze dolphins 

splash playfully in the fountain. 

HIGHLIGHTS

Église Saint-Pierre (11th–12th 

: Sole vestige  

of the ensemble formed with 

the Château des Peyrusse  

de Banze.

Château des Anglais: 





views of the Dordogne Valley.

Cascade d’Autoire: Protected 

waterfall , 



the woods from the village.

Village: Guided t Aug. 

.

ACCOMMODATION 

& EATING OUT 

vallee-dordo com

LOCAL  

SPECIALTIES

Food and Drink

Cabécou cheese • 

Mushrooms • Honey •  

Wine • Walnut oil.

Art and Crafts



Artisanal leather goods.

EVENTS

Jul.; local 



display .

Aug.

.

Oct.: Trail d’Autoire race 

.

OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES

• Fishing • 

•

Route GR 480 and 8

trails.

FURTHER AFIELD

• Château de Montal,  

Château de Castelnau, 

Grottes de Presque,  

caves (4½.

•  

chasm .

 MBVF NEARBY

• Loubressac .

• Carennac .

• Rocamadour 

(12½.

Lot (46) 

Population: 363 

Altitude: 738 ft. (225 m)

TOURIST INFO—VALLÉE  

DE LA DORDOGNE

05 65 33 22 00

vallee-dordogne.com
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OCCITANIE

Auvillar

Between the Garonne river 

and the Gascony hillsides

Overlooking the luxuriant valley of the 

Garonne, Auvillar is a perfect example 

of what a market town in the Occitan 

region, with its river port, was like. 

An ocial stopping place on one of 

the pilgrimage routes to Santiago de 

Compostela, the former ﬁefdom of the 

kings of Navarre is a subtle blend of 

brick and stone. The circular grain mar-

ket—the jewel in the village’s crown—ﬁts 

perfectly within the  triangular-shaped 

plaza lined with arcades and beautiful 

buildings, some of which date from the 

15th century. The imposing clock tower 

stands at the entrance to the historic 

center. The Église Saint-Pierre, a former 

Benedictine priory, has been completely 

restored today and boasts a rich collec-

tion of furniture. The castle’s square 

aords a unique view of the river and 

the hillsides of Quercy. For a long time, 

the port was a center for inland water-

way transport and for shipping earthen-

ware and goose feathers for quill pens; 

it has conserved its chapel dedicated to 

Saint Catherine, the patron saint of mar-

iners, as well as its old slipway.

HIGHLIGHTS

Chapelle Sainte-Catherine 

: Murals and 

old slipway .

Église Saint-Pierre (12th–14th 

: Baroque altarpiece.

Musée du Vieil Auvillar: 

Collection of 18th- and 19th- 

century earthenware (more 

 and history 

of navigation on the Garonne 

.

Village: Guided group tour, by 

appt. .

ACCOMMODATION 

& EATING OUT 

 

rives.fr

LOCAL  

SPECIALTIES

Food and Drink

Jams and honey • Fruit 

produce • Brulhois wines.

Art and Crafts

Calligrapher • Art galleries • 



Bric-a-brac store.

EVENTS

Market: 



Wed. 5 p.m.–7 p.m.

Pentecost: Saint-Noé, Fête 

des Vignerons et des Félibres, 



poets’ festival 

.

Aug.: Port festival and 



Oct.: 

.

Dec.: 

.

OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES

Fishing •

GR 65 and various trails • 

Greenway cycle paths.

FURTHER AFIELD

• Centrale de Golfech, nuclear 

site (3½.

• 

.

• Donzac: Conservatoire des 

Métiers d’Autrefois, museum 



.

 MBVF NEARBY

• Lauzerte .

Tarn-et-Garonne (82) 

Population: 950 

Altitude: 377 ft. (115 m)

TOURIST IN FO —DEUX RIVES

05 63 39 89 82

 

deuxrives.fr

auvillar.fr
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AUVERGNE-RHÔNE-ALPES

Balazuc

The sentry of the Ardèche

Facing the sunset, Balazuc clings to a 

steep limestone cli overlooking the 

Ardèche river. From the early Middle 

Ages until the Wars of Religion, the lords 

of Balazuc—simple knights, crusaders, 

and troubadours— made this village into 

an important stronghold. Its historic 

stature is evident in the 13th-century 

castle, rebuilt in the 17th and 18th cen-

turies (now privately owned); the 13th- 

century square tower, whose façade still 

retains an iron rod on which the public 

scale for weighing silkworm cocoons 

used to hang; the fortiﬁed Romanesque 

church, crowned with a Provençal bell 

gable; and its gates, the Portail d’Été 

and the Porte de la Sablière. Balazuc has 

also kept its distinctive layout from the 

medieval period: a veritable maze of nar-

row, winding streets, vaulted passage-

ways, and steps carved into the rock. 

Outside the village, the Chemin Royal 

leads slowly toward the Ardèche river 

and, beyond the bridge, to the reemerg-

ing hamlet of Le Viel Audon.

HIGHLIGHTS

Romanesque church 

: Stained-glass 



accessible during exhibitions 

Jun.–Sept.

 ♥  Museum de l’Ardèche: 

Exceptional collection of 

fossils representing 350 

million years of local history 

.

Le Viel Audon: Center for 

environmental and 

sustainable development 

training.

Village: Guided tour, 

Wed.  a.m.,  Jul .–Aug . 

(departure 10 a.m. from Tour 

; self-guided visit with 

information panels.

ACCOMMODATION 

& EATING OUT 

pontdarc-ardeche.fr

LOCAL  

SPECIALTIES

Food and Drink

Goat cheeses • Herbal 

produce • AOC Côtes du 

Vivarais and Coteaux 

de l’Ardèche wines.

Art and Crafts

Pottery • Jewelry designer • 

Sculptor.

EVENTS

Market: Tues., 6.30 p.m., 

Place de la Croisette 

.

Jul.–Aug.: Concerts in the 



dance.

OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES

River swimming (lifeguard 

 • Canoeing and 

•• 

Fishing •

trails •• “Via 

Ardèche” greenway cycle trail.

FURTHER AFIELD

• Ruoms and Largentière 

.

• Labeaume: Village and 

gorges (9½.

• Vallon-Pont-d’Arc and 

Grotte Chauvet 2, cave 

.

• Aubenas .

 MBVF NEARBY

• Vog̈é (4½.

Ardèche (07) 

Population: 378 

Altitude: 600 ft. (183 m)

TOURIST INFO—GORGES 

DE L’ARDECHE – PONT D’ARC

04 28 91 24 10

pontdarc-ardeche.fr
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NORMANDY

Barﬂeur

A port facing England

In the Middle Ages, Barﬂeur was the 

principal port on the Cotentin Peninsula, 

and the village’s history is tied to that of 

the dukes of Normandy and England. 

In1066, Matilda of Flanders had the 

ﬂagship Mora built here, in which her 

husband, William, sailed to conquer 

England. From then on, Barﬂeur became 

the principal port of Normandy, where 

the dukes of Normandy and the kings 

of England would stay to wait for favor-

able winds to set sail across the Channel. 

The village houses are characterized by 

their ﬂush granite façades and schist 

roofs topped with terra-cotta ﬁnials. 

The Église Saint-Nicolas, which stands 

proudly on a rocky headland, seems 

to watch over the village, while the 

old Augustinian priory (18th century) 

encloses a lovely landscaped area. Along 

the quays, which are packed with trawls, 

dredges, ﬁsh traps, and colorful nets, the 

rhythm of the tides and the variations 

in light add to Barﬂeur’s unique charm.

HIGHLIGHTS

Église Saint-Nicolas 

: Maritime 

cemetery; Visitation painting 

by the 16th-century Flemish 

school.

Old Augustinian Priory (18th 

 and its garden.

Chapelle de la Bretonne: 

Listed stained -glass windows 

tracing the life of Marie-

Madeleine Postel.

Cour Sainte-Catherine: 

Remains of a former mansion 

.

Lifeboat station: First 

lifeboat station to be built 

in France, in 1865, modeled 

on English ones.

Village

season .

ACCOMMODATION 

& EATING OUT 



LOCAL  

SPECIALTIES

Food and Drink



Art and Crafts

Antiques • Interior 

decoration • Art gallery • 

Ceramic artist.

EVENTS

Market

season, 8 a.m.–1 p.m., Quai 



Late Jul.–early Aug.: Été 



music festival.

Aug.: Village des Antiquaires, 

antiques fair (3rd or 4th 



and pop festival .

OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES

GR 223

• 

Water  sports: Sailing, 



paddleboarding.

FURTHER AFIELD

• Église de Montfarville; 



Point (2–2½.

• La Pernelle (4½.

• Saint-Vaast-la-Hougue: 

Vauban towers (9½.

• Valognes (15½.

• Cherbourg: Cité de la Mer, 

.

Manche (50) 

Population: 550 

Altitude: 10 ft. (3 m)

TOURIST INFO—COTENTIN

08 05 32 02 00

encotentin.fr


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PROVENCE-ALPES-CÔTE D’AZUR

Bargème

A “village perché” in Provence

At 3,599ft. (1,097m) altitude, Bargème 

is the highest village in the Var. Facing 

the Canjuers and Var mountains, it is still 

Provençal, yet almost alpine. Sheltered 

by the ruins of the château, the silhou-

ette of this feudal village stands out on 

the steep slopes of the Brouis moun-

tain. In 1393, the lordship of the village 

passed to Foulques d’Agoult de Pontevès. 

Two centuries later, gripped by religious 

upheaval, the people of Bargème avenged 

the neighboring village of Callas, which 

had been betrayed by Jean-Baptiste de 

Pontevès, bringing the line of châte-

lains to an end: after several murders, 

the inhabitants of Bargème slit Antoine 

de Pontevès’s throat in the middle of 

Mass in 1595. The parliament of Aix-

en-Provence issued a judgment requir-

ing the inhabitants to build an expiatory 

chapel, Notre-Dames-des-Sept-Douleurs, 

which is located at the end of the espla-

nade leading to the castle. The village 

retains its defensive perimeter wall with 

two fortiﬁed gates that were inserted in 

the 14th century, as well as the white-

stone Romanesque church.

HIGHLIGHTS

teau Sabran-de-

Pontevès : 

Remains of outer defensive 

elements .

Église Saint-Nicolas 

: Restored 

in 1990–2000, along with 

its altarpiec

Chapelle Notre-Dame-des-

Sept-Douleurs .

Chapelle Sainte-Pétronille 

.

Communal oven .

Village: Guided tours  except 

Tues. and Wed., mid-Jun.–

mid-Sept. .

ACCOMMODATION 

& EATING OUT 

bargeme.fr

LOCAL  

SPECIALTIES

Food and Drink

Vegetables • Goat and sheep 



Art and Crafts

Art gallery • Painter • Goat 



EVENTS

Jun.: Transhumance festival 

.

Jul.: Concert of ancient music. 

Aug.: Saint-Laurent festival 

; concert of 

ancient music. 

OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES



riding: Route GR 49 and 

2 • Hang 

gliding •

FURTHER AFIELD

• Route Napoléon 

 and views 

on the way to Castellane 

 or Grasse 

(27½.

• La Bastide: Summit 

of Montagne de Lachens 

(7½.

• Trigance and its castle 

(12½.

• Gorges du Verdon 

(15½.

 MBVF NEARBY

• Seillans (20½.

Var (83) 

Population: 229 

Altitude: 3,599 ft. (1,097 m)

TOURIST INFO—LA DRACÉNIE

04 98 10 51 05

tourisme.dracenie.com

TOWN HALL

04 94 50 21 94

bargeme.fr
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NOUVELLE-AQUITAINE

La Bastide-

Clairence

A stronghold for the arts 

in the Basque Country

La Bastide-Clairence has a Basque coun-

tenance and a Gascon accent. Behind 

its white façades and its half-timbering 

painted in red or green, talented arti-

sans and creators are at work. Bastida 

de Clarenza was founded in1312 to 

secure a river port on the Joyeuse, and 

thus provide the kingdom of Navarre 

with a new maritime outlet. The town 

planning typical of the bastides (for-

tiﬁed towns) of Aquitaine has been 

retained here; a grid pattern is observed, 

with the Place des Arceaux at the cen-

ter of the village. The church of Notre-

Dame-de-l’Assomption, built in1315, 

is remarkable for its porch—the only 

remains of the original 14th-century 

building—and its lateral cloisters paved 

with tombstones. The village boasts 

the world’s oldest trinquet, or jeu de 

paume court, dating from1512, and is 

home to more than a dozen artists and 

craftspeople, whose creations combine 

tradition with innovation.

HIGHLIGHTS

Église Notre-Dame 

de l’Assomption (14th 

: 14th-century porch, 

courtyard cemetery.

Village: Guided group tour all 

year round by appt.; guided 

tours for individuals Jul.–

Sept., Tues. 10:30 a.m. 

; Tèrra 

Aventura trail.

Trinquet : The oldest 

jeu de paume court still 

in use.

ACCOMMODATION 

& EATING OUT 

Apartment hotels 

♥ **** 

.

Guesthouses

♥ Maison Perbos 1556         

.

LOCAL  

SPECIALTIES

Food and Drink

Beef and farm produce • Foie 





Macarons • Gâteau basque • 

Chocolate.

Art and Crafts

Jewelry designer • Luthier • 

Picture framer • Wind 

instrument repair • Artist-



Ceramic artist • Embroidery 

artist • Artisanal leather 

goods • Painter • 

Bladesmith • Artisanal art 



cosmetics • Perfumery. 

EVENTS

Market

Tues. 9 a.m.–12:30 p.m., 

Jul.–Sept.

Jun. 30–Aug. 30: La Bastide-

Clairence festivals.

Jul.

Sept.: Basque Country 



.

OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES

Jeu de paume • Short 

educational trail at Pont 

de Port • Canoeing.

FURTHER AFIELD

• Isturitz and Oxocelhaya 

prehistoric caves 

.

• Bayonne .

 MBVF NEARBY

• Ainhoa .

• Sare .

• Saint-Jean-Pied-de-Port 

.

Pyrénées-Atlantiques (64) 

Population: 990 

Altitude: 164 ft. (50 m)

TOURIST INFO—PAYS 

BASQUE

05 59 29 65 05

en-pays-basque.fr
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BURGUNDY-FRANCHE-COMTÉ

Baume-les-

Messieurs

An imperial abbey in the Jura

Baume-les-Messieurs combines the sim-

plicity of a village with the spirituality 

of the abbey that inspired the found-

ing of the Order of Cluny, which spread 

throughout the West during the Middle 

Ages. Nestled in a remote valley formed 

by the Seille river and typical of the 

Jura landscape, Baume Abbey experi-

enced remarkable growth throughout 

the medieval period. From the 9th cen-

tury, it developed at the instigation of 

Abbot Berno, later the founder of Cluny, 

and enjoyed such widespread inﬂuence 

that Frederick Barbarossa made it an 

imperial abbey. The abbey boasts a rich 

architecture, with several convent build-

ings. During the French Revolution, the 

abbey was divided up into private dwell-

ings. Lulled by the gentle sound of the 

cloister fountain or by the more intense 

sound of the Dard tributary, which feeds 

the Cascade des Tufs—a tu waterfall—

and then ﬂows into the Seille river at the 

center of the village, the pale-fronted, 

brown-roofed houses live in harmony 

with this wild, green valley.

HIGHLIGHTS

Imperial abbey ey 

church, 16th-century Flemish 

altarpiece, 15th-century 

Burgundian statuary, 

tomb-chapel. Guided tours, 

audio guides in English, 

French, Dutch, German 

.

Grottes de Baume: 

Spectacular caves, ½ mile  



.

Cascade des Tufs

waterfalls, landscaped site.

ACCOMMODATION 

& EATING OUT 



LOCAL  

SPECIALTIES

Food and Drink

Honey • Abbey products.

Art and Crafts

Artisanal goods in the abbey • 





Jewelry • Illustrations • 

Pottery.

EVENTS

Jul.–Aug.: Concerts  

in the abbatial church.

Aug.: Fête des Quilles,  

pin bowling contest  

.

Dec.

; Les Fayes, 

celebration of the winter 

solstice .

OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES





Route GR 59 • Panoramic 

viewpoints of the Baume 

valley: Les Roches , 

Granges-sur-Baume, and 

Croix du Suchot.

FURTHER AFIELD

• Le Pin and Arlay châteaux 

.

• Lons-le-Saunier 

.

• Lac de Chalain 

(15½.

• Cascades du Hérisson, 

waterfalls (18½.

 MBVF NEARBY

• Château-Chalon 

(7½.

Jura (39) 

Population: 160  

Altitude: 1,083 ft. (330 m)

TOURIST INFO—LONS- 

LE-SAUNIER 

03 84 24 65 01

lons-jura.fr
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PROVENCE-ALPES-CÔTE-D’AZUR

Les Baux-de-

Provence

Geological grandeur

Perched on a rocky outcrop in the Alpilles 

regional nature park, the village of Baux 

is a beacon in the Provençal countryside. 

Outlined against the sky, this majestic 

outcrop dominates the Baux valley, in a 

landscape that opens onto the Camargue, 

the Crau plain, and Montagne Sainte-

Victoire. The “baou” (from the Provençal 

word baù, meaning rocky escarpment), 

measuring 3,000ft. (900m) in length 

and 700ft. (200m) in width, gave its 

name to the village. Since the dawn of 

time, humans have sought refuge in this 

rocky mass; but the story of Baux really 

begins in the 10th century, when its lords 

built a fortress at its very top. The ruins 

of the medieval citadel still bear wit

-

ness to the lords’ power: from one side 

to the other, they dominate both the 

Entreconque valley’s olive groves and 

vineyards, and the La Fontaine valley, 

where the Mistral wind rushes through 

the galleries of ancient quarries.

HIGHLIGHTS

Carrières des Lumières: 

Immersive exhibitions 



quarries .

Château des Baux: Remains 

of the medieval castle 

; free entry 

to esplanade.

Fondation et Atelier Louis 

Jou: 

(master typographer, engraver, 

, by appt. 

.

Musée Yves Brayer:

by the artist. Exhibitions 

Apr.–Sept. .

Musée des Santons:  



.  

Free entry . 

Village: Themed visits, visits 

for those with vision or 

hearing impairment 

.

ACCOMMODATION 

& EATING OUT 

Hotels

 ♥ Le Mas de l’Oulivié**** 

.

  LOCAL  

SPECIALTIES

Food and Drink

AOP Vallée des Baux-de-

Provence olives, olive oil • 

AOC Les Baux-de-Provence 

organic wines.

Art and Crafts



Jewelry designer • Aromatic 

products • Santon  





EVENTS

Apr.: Salon des Métiers d’Art 

.

Jun.: Les Baux Pianos festival 

.

Sept.: Rallye des Vignerons 
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Key to the symbols featured in this book

Categories: Accommodation ratings:
" *: Star rating

<@> HIGHLIGHTS i: Gites de France® rating
/1" Monuments, museums, and other noteworthy 2: Clévacances® rating

gites ePsn i R PRLIS @ Establishments participating

in the Friends of the Association
ACCOMMODATION program

& EATING OUT

Aselection of the association’s favorite places

to stay (hotels, guesthouses, gites, campsites,

holiday villages. etc) and to enjoy the best local

food and drink.

LOCAL SPECIALTIES
Artisanal produce and local delicacies; crafts and
artistic activities in the village.

EVENTS
Markets and key events in the village calendar
(fetes, festivals, exhibitions, concerts, sporting
events, etc.).

;t OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES
~ Excursions and activities in the open air
(walking, water sports, cycling, etc.)

FURTHER AFIELD
Tourist attractions, towns, and other leages within
230-mile (50-km) radius, or a I-hour drive.

@ MBVF NEARBY
Other Most Beautiful Villages of France within
230-mile (50-km) radius, or a -hour drive,
tohelpyou plan youritinerary.

QR CODE to access additional information on the
association's website and discover more about the village.

NB: When calling telephone numbers from outside
France, dial 00 33, then the number provided without
the first O indicated (e.g, to contact 05 55 84 08 50
from outside of France, dial 00 335 55 84 08 50)
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Foreword

Over the past thirteen years, I have traveled all over France in search of the coun-
try’s most beautiful villages, some of which aspire to be voted the Best Loved
Village of France on the show I present on France Télévisions. Saint-Cirg-Lapopie,
Eguisheim, Cordes-sur-Ciel, Ploumanac’h, Rochefort-en-Terre, Kaysersberg,
Cassel, Saint-Vaast-la-Hougue, Hunspach, Sancerre, Bergheim, Esquelbecq,
Collioure—those may be the thirteen villages that have received the honor, yet
there are so many others, just as splendid, which continually elicit the same reac-
tion from viewers: “France is so beautiful!” What other country can boast such
diverse landscapes, such a wealth of villages and countryside, on the coast and in
the mountains, and such a variety of built, natural, and culinary heritage?

Of course, France has changed over the last thirteen years. Its administrative
regions have been restructured, but the spirit of its villages has remained intact
and vibrant across the country. Year after year, I discover with the same delight,
and in each village, an incredible historical, touristic, architectural, and gastro-
nomic heritage, not to mention the women and men who champion this legacy.
These villages speak volumes about French identity and roots; the feeling of
belonging to a tight-knit community; an attachment to several acres of land, a built
heritage, historical monuments, local traditions, carefully preserved time-tested
flavors, and, most of all, the conviviality and solidarity of a collectivity whose des-
tiny we share. Some villages are picture-perfect landscapes where time seems to
have stopped, offering visitors the idyllic image they came to see. Others have
carefully maintained whatever brought them fame in the past while adapting to
the changing times to avoid turning into an open-air museum. Let us not forget
that these French villages also represent a culture—often a heritage—within every-
one’s reach, which generates tourism and contributes to the economy. These vil-
lages are undoubtedly a treasure for posterity.

As you read this book and discover France’s most beautiful villages, I am sure you
will have only one desire: to take the byways leading to these unspoiled destina-

tions that restore our hope in the future.

Stéphane Bern
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Arlempdes
The first chateau of the Loire

Arlempdes (pronounced “ar-lond”) sits
atop a volcanic peak in the Velay, close to
the source of the Loire river, and is the
location of the Loire’s very first castle.
The remains of the castle, built by the
Montlaur family in the 12th-14th cen-
turies, are at the top of a basalt dike,
into which the Loire has cut deep, wild
gorges. Crenellated ramparts and cur-
tain walls enclose the ancient court-
yard, which is overlooked by the round
tower of the keep and the Chapelle Saint-
Jacques-le-Majeur; the latter was most
likely built in the 11th-12th centuries
on the site of a Celtic sanctuary, and
stands some 260 ft. (80 m) above the
river. At the foot of this imposing cas-
tle, behind a 13th-century gateway, the
village is laid out around an attractive
square, which serves as the forecourt of
the Romanesque Eglise Saint-Pierre—
noteworthy for its polylobed door and its
four-arched bell gable. From this square,
apathleads to the castle, whose entrance
is reached via a Renaissance porch.

N
<@ HIGHLIGHTS
s

Castle remains: Guided tour
every afternoon Jul.-Aug;
tours by appt. Mar-Oct.
(0471571714).

Ecomusée de la Ruralité
(museum of rural life): Tools and
lifestyles of yesteryear,
Mar-Nov. (04 715717 00).
Eglise Saint-Pierre (11th-12th
centuries) and its belltower
(16th century).

ACCOMMODATION
& EATING OUT

lesgorgesdelallier.fr

? LocAL
SPECIALTIES
Food and Drink

Cheeses » AOP Puy green
lentils.

g EVENTS

Jul: Open-air rummage sale
(around 15th).

Aug.: Féte du Pain, bread
festival (1st fortnight).

Nov.: Hot-air balloon flights
(1st fortnight).

g OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES

Swimming (no lifeguard) »
Fishing » Walking: Route GR 3
and several marked trails »

Mountain biking « Quad rides.

g FURTHER AFIELD

eLac du Bouchet, lake

(11 miles/18 km).

«Le Monastier-sur-Gazeille
(14 miles/23 km).

eLac d'Issarlés, lake

(15% miles/25 km).

«Le Puy (17 miles/28 km).

D MeVF NEARBY
«Pradelles (10% miles/17 km).

[EE

[ErE

Haute-Loire (43)
Population: 142

Altitude: 2,756 ft. (840 m)

TOURIST INFO~GORGES
DE UALLIER
0471008265
village-arlempdes.fr

lesgorgesdelallier fr

AUVERGNE-RHONE-ALPES

25






OEBPS/images/bg24.png
4

BURGUNDY-FRANCHE-COMTE

24

Baume-les-
Messieurs

An imperial abbey in the Jura

Baume-les-Messieurs combines the sim-
plicity of a village with the spirituality
of the abbey that inspired the found-
ing of the Order of Cluny, which spread
throughout the West during the Middle
Ages. Nestled in a remote valley formed
by the Seille river and typical of the
Jura landscape, Baume Abbey experi-
enced remarkable growth throughout
the medieval period. From the 9th cen-
tury, it developed at the instigation of
Abbot Berno, later the founder of Cluny,
and enjoyed such widespread influence
that Frederick Barbarossa made it an
imperial abbey. The abbey boasts a rich
architecture, with several convent build-
ings. During the French Revolution, the
abbey was divided up into private dwell-
ings. Lulled by the gentle sound of the
cloister fountain or by the more intense
sound of the Dard tributary, which feeds
the Cascade des Tufs—a tuff waterfall—
and then flows into the Seille river at the
center of the village, the pale-fronted,
brown-roofed houses live in harmony
‘with this wild, green valley.

é} HIGHLIGHTS

Imperial abbey: Abbey
church, 16th-century Flemish
altarpiece, 15th-century
Burgundian statuary,
tomb-chapel. Guided tours,
audio guides in English,
French, Dutch, German
(0384449928).

Grottes de Baume:
Spectacular caves, % mile (1km)
galleries and lighting effects

(0384482302/0384446141).

Cascade des Tufs: Tuff
waterfalls, landscaped site.

ACCOMMODATION
& EATING OUT

lons-jura.fr

» LocAL

SPECIALTIES

Food and Drink

Honey * Abbey products.
Artand Crafts

Artisanal goods in the abbey *
Woodwork  Dressmaking »
Leather goods  Ironwork «
Jewelry « lllustrations »
Pottery.

Q EVENTS

Jul.-Aug.: Concerts
inthe abbatial church.
Aug.: Féte des Quilles,
pin bowling contest
(Sun., early Aug).

Dec.: Christmas market
(1st weekend); Les Fayes,
celebration of the winter
solstice (25th).

_!; OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES

Wialking, horseback riding,
and mountain biking:

Route GR 59 « Panoramic
viewpoints of the Baume
valley: Les Roches (at Crangot),
Granges-sur-Baume, and
Croix du Suchot.

2 FURTHER AFIELD

«Le Pin and Arlay chateaux
(10 miles/16 km).
«Lons-le-Saunier

(11 miles/18 km).

«Lac de Chalain

(15% miles/25 km).
«Cascades du Hérisson,
waterfalls (18% miles/30 km).

AN RARTS?

«Chateau-Chalon
(7% miles/12 km).

OO0

Jura (39)
Population: 160
Altitude: 1,083 ft. (330 m)

TOURIST INFO—LONS-
LE-SAUNIER
0384246501
lons-jura.fr
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Apremont-
sur-Allier

The garden village

Overlooked by a castle and surrounded
by landscaped gardens, the village—
‘which was entirely restored in the
last century—is reflected in the Allier
river. In the Middle Ages, the Chateau
d’Apremont, belonging to the duchy
of Burgundy, was a powerful fortress.
Four centuries later, in 1894, Eugéne
Schneider II, the third generation in
the dynasty of powerful industrialists
from Le Creusot, married Antoinette
de Saint-Sauveur, whose family had
owned the castle since 1722. Until his
death in 1942, Schneider worked tire-
lessly to restore this castle and, in true
Berry style, every house in Apremont.
His grandson Gilles de Brissac contin-
ued his work, and in 1970 he created
a floral park at the foot of the castle,
inspired by Vita Sackville-West’s garden
at Sissinghurst in England. Among the
pools, waterfalls, and scent and colors
of more than 1,000 tree and flower spe-
cies, a Chinese covered bridge, a Turkish
pavilion, and a belvedere decorated with
Nevers faience add a touch of exoticism.

é} HIGHLIGHTS

W Parc Floral (floral gardens,
classed as “remarkable” by the
Ministry of Culture): 12 acres
(5 ha) of English gardens,
arboretum, collection

of follies (02 48 77 55 06).
¥ Castle stables:
Immersive tour “Le Voyage
d’Eugeéne Schneider”
(Eugene Schneider’s journey;
02487755 06).

Village: Guided tour by appt.
(0248742393).

ACCOMMODATION
& EATING OUT

Guesthouses and gites
¥ Les Maisons
d’Apremont ki
(0248775500).

» LocaL
SPECIALTIES

Food and Drink

Goat and sheep’s cheese »
Walnut and hazelnut oil «
Brioches aux griaudes/aux
escargots (pork scratching
or snail brioches).

Artand Crafts

Pottery studio.

g EVENTS

Market: organic and local

market (Ist Sun. of each month).

Easter: Egg hunt in the floral
park (Sun.).

May: Féte des Plantes

de Printemps (3rd weekend).
Aug.: Candlelit eveningin the
floral park (last Sat.).

Oct.: Festival of wine,

food, and seasonal plants
(3rd weekend).

g OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES

Fishing » Walking: Route
GR 654; strolling along the
banks of the Allier » Cycling:
“Loire & Viélo” trail, “Via Allier’
trail, cycle routes in the Loire
Val d’Aubois region *
Canoeing on the Allier and
Loirerivers.

Q FURTHER AFIELD

«La Guerche-sur-I'Aubois:
“La Tuilerie” tile factory,
museum, and visitor center
(5 miles/8 km).

«Chateau de Meauce

(6 miles/10 km).

«Espace Métal/Halle

de Grossouvre, museum
of industry (6 miles/10 km).
«Nevers (9% miles/15 km).
«Abbaye de Fontmorigny
(12 miles/20 km).

Population: 70
Altitude: 581ft. (177 m)

TOURIST INFO—PARC FLORAL
0248775500
apremont-sur-alliercom/fr
TOWN HALL:

0248804017
mairieapremontsurallierr
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Les Baux-de-
Provence

Geological grandeur

Perched on arocky outcrop in the Alpilles
regional nature park, the village of Baux
is abeacon in the Provencal countryside.
Outlined against the sky, this majestic
outcrop dominates the Baux valley,ina
landscape that opens onto the Camargue,
the Crau plain, and Montagne Sainte-
Victoire. The “baou” (from the Provencal
‘word bat, meaning rocky escarpment),
measuring 3,000 ft. (900 m) in length
and 700 ft. (200 m) in width, gave its
name to the village. Since the dawn of
time, humans have sought refuge in this
rocky mass; but the story of Baux really
begins in the 10th century, when its lords
built a fortress at its very top. The ruins
of the medieval citadel still bear wit-
ness to the lords’ power: from one side
to the other, they dominate both the
Entreconque valley’s olive groves and
vineyards, and the La Fontaine valley,
‘where the Mistral wind rushes through
the galleries of ancient quarries.

NG
<@ HIGHLIGHTS
s

Carrieres des Lumiéres:
Immersive exhibitions
projected in the old stone
quarries (04 90 54 34 39).
Chateau des Baux: Remains
of the medieval castle
(0490 49 20 02); free entry
to esplanade.

Fondation et Atelier Louis
Jou: Works by Louis Jou
(master typographer, engraver,
printer, publisher), by appt.
(0490543417).

Musée Yves Brayer: Works
by the artist. Exhibitions
Apr.-Sept. (04 90 54 36 99).
Musée des Santons:
Works by local santon-
makers (crib figures).

Free entry (04 90 54 34 39).
Village: Themed visits, visits
for those with vision or
hearing impairment
(0490543439).

ACCOMMODATION
& EATING OUT

Hotels
¥ Le Mas de I'Oulivié****
(0490543578).

? LocaL

SPECIALTIES

Food and Drink

AOP Vallée des Baux-de-
Provence olives, olive oil «
AOC Les Baux-de-Provence
organic wines.

Artand Crafts

Lavender spindle workshop *
Jewelry designer « Aromatic
products * Santon (crib figure)
workshops  Soaps *
Hatmaker.

g EVENTS

Apr: Salon des Métiers d'Art
(early Apr).

Jun.: Les Baux Pianos festival
(late Jun.).

Sept.: Rallye des Vignerons
(4th Sat).

g OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES

Golf: 18 holes » Walking:
Route GR 6, marked trails «
Wine tours « Hiking, cycling,
and tours through the Moulin
Castelas olive groves and
park paths (regulated access
towooded areas Jun-Sept.;
0811201313).

Q FURTHER AFIELD

«Landscape and villages

of the Alpille hills: Eygaliéres,
Fontvieille, Maussane-les-
Alpilles, Saint-Rémy-de-
Provence (3-22 miles/5-35 km).
«Arles (11 miles/18 km).
«Avignon (18% miles/30 km).
«Istres (25 miles/40 km).
«Nimes (28 miles/45 km).

Bouches-du-Rhéne (13)
Population: 315
Altitude: 803 ft. (245 m)

TOURIST INFO-LES
BAUX-DE-PROVENCE
0490543439

lesbauxdeprovence.com

PROVENCE-ALPES-COTE-D'AZUR
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Preface

From the shores of Lake Geneva to the coast of the
English Channel, from the vineyards of Alsace to the
volcanos of Auvergne, and from the chateaux of Val de
Loire to the island of La Réunion, The Most Beautiful
Villages of France reveal all of the charm and diver-
sity of the country. The variety of its landscapes, archi-
tecture, and heritage, as well as its history, traditions,
terroir, and savoir faire make for places that are never
identical, but are always enchanting.

In addition to the visual delights in store, The Most
Beautiful Villages of France offer unique experiences
in exceptional settings to visitors in search of the good
life, simple pleasures, and enriching encounters with
locals.

Bringing together 180 jewels of French rural tourism
that have been awarded the prestigious national label
of excellence, this guide provides a multitude of desti-
nations for your next getaway and extends an invita-
tion to take “the road less traveled.” These localities are
also—and perhaps above all—vibrant communities that
the residents are committed to preserving and keeping
alive, in order to share with you a little of what makes
them happy and proud to call their village home.

Alain Di Stefano
President of Les Plus Beaux Villages de France association
Deputy Mayor of Yevre-le-Chatel, in the Loiret
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The Most Beautitful Villages
of France

The association of Les Plus Beaux Villages de France® was founded in
the early summer of 1981, after one man encountered a certain book.
That man was Charles Ceyrac, mayor of the village of Collonges-la-
Rouge in Corréze, and the book was Les Plus Beaux Villages de
France, published by Sélection du Reader’s Digest. This book gave
Ceyrac the idea of harnessing people’s energy and passion to protect
and promote the exceptional heritage of France’s most beautiful vil-
lages. Sixty-six mayors signed up to Charles Ceyrac’s initiative, which
‘was made official on March 6,1982 at Salers in Cantal, France. Today,
this national network of 180 villages works to protect and enhance
the heritage of these exceptional locations in order to increase their
renown and promote their economic development.
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Barfleur
A port facing England

In the Middle Ages, Barfleur was the
principal port on the Cotentin Peninsula,
and the village’s history is tied to that of
the dukes of Normandy and England.
In 1066, Matilda of Flanders had the
flagship Mora built here, in which her
husband, William, sailed to conquer
England. From then on, Barfleur became
the principal port of Normandy, where
the dukes of Normandy and the kings
of England would stay to wait for favor-
able winds to set sail across the Channel.
The village houses are characterized by
their flush granite facades and schist
roofs topped with terra-cotta finials.
The Eglise Saint-Nicolas, which stands
proudly on a rocky headland, seems
to watch over the village, while the
old Augustinian priory (18th century)
encloses alovely landscaped area. Along
the quays, which are packed with trawls,
dredges, fish traps, and colorful nets, the
rhythm of the tides and the variations
inlight add to Barfleur’s unique charm.

é HIGHLIGHTS

Eglise Saint-Nicolas
(17th-19th centuries): Maritime
cemetery; Visitation painting
by the 16th-century Flemish
school.

Old Augustinian Priory (18th
century) and its garden.
Chapelle de la Bretonne:
Listed stained-glass windows
tracing the life of Marie-
Madeleine Postel.

Cour Sainte-Catherine:
Remains of a former mansion
(Iate 15th-early 16th centuries).
Lifeboat station: First
lifeboat station to be built

in France, in 1865, modeled
on English ones.

Village: Guided tour in peak
season (08 0532 02 00).

ACCOMMODATION
& EATING OUT

barfleur.fr

? LocAL
SPECIALTIES

Food and Drink

Scallops, shellfish, and fish.

&

Art and Crafts
Antiques * Interior
decoration  Art gallery »
Ceramic artist.

[ Eevents

Market: Tues. and Sat. in peak
season, 8am.-1p.m,, Quai
Henri-Chardon; Sat. offseason.
Late Jul.-early Aug.: Eté
Musical de Barfleur, classical
music festival.

Aug. Village des Antiquaires,
antiques fair (3rd or 4th
weekend); MusikenSaire, rock
and pop festival (end of Aug,).

NORMANDY

g OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES

Wialking Route GR 223; hiking
and mountain biking trails »
Wiater sports: Sailing,
kayaking, windsurfing,
paddleboarding.

g FURTHER AFIELD

+Eglise de Montfarville;
Gatteville lighthouse; Barfleur
Point (2-2% miles/3-4 km).

«La Pernelle (4% miles/7 km).
+Saint-Vaast-la-Hougue:
Vauban towers (9% miles/15 km).
+Valognes (15% miles/25 km).
«Cherbourg: Cité de la Mer,
science park (18 miles/29 km).

Manche (50)
Population: 550
Altitude: 10 ft. (3 m)

TOURIST INFO—COTENTIN
0805320200
encotentin.fr

barfleurfr

31
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Autoire

Medieval stone and red tiles
amid vines and verdant hills

The village takes its name from the
Autoire: the mountain stream that
rushes down from the Causse de Gramat
limestone plateau in a series of waterfalls
before reaching the first ocher manor
houses. At the center of a cirque—a deep,
high-walled basin—square dovecotes and
the corbeled facades of rustic dwellings
rub shoulders with the turrets of manor
houses. The Laroque-Delprat manor and
the Chateau de Limargue are located
downhill from the village. Higher up,
the Chateau de Busqueille, built in the
late 16th century, rises above the brown-
tiled roofs. Under the successive rule of
the baronies of Castelnau and of Gramat,
Autoire became one of the vassal towns
of the Viscounty of Turenne in the 14th
century. One of the village’s castles—the
Chateau des Anglais—served as a hide-
out for traveling mercenaries during the
Hundred Years War. Covered with flat
stone lauzes (schist tiles) rather than
the tiles used on other roofs in the vil-
lage, the square bell tower stands tall in
the square, where four bronze dolphins
splash playfully in the fountain.

é} HIGHLIGHTS

Eglise Saint-Pierre (11th-12th
centuries): Sole vestige

of the ensemble formed with
the Chateau des Peyrusse

de Banze.

Chateau des Anglais:
Perched on the cliffside, the
castle offers breathtaking
views of the Dordogne Valley.
Cascade d’Autoire: Protected
waterfall (swimming prohibited),
accessible via a hike through
the woods from the village.
Village: Guided tour Jul.-Aug.
(056533 8136).

ACCOMMODATION
& EATING OUT

vallee-dordogne.com

» LoCAL
SPECIALTIES
Food and Drink
Cabécou cheese *
Mushrooms « Honey *
Wine « Walnut oil.
Artand Crafts

Weaving workshop «
Artisanal leather goods.

Q EVENTS

Jul.: Flea market (14th); local
saint’s day with firework
display (last weekend).

Aug.: Gourmet market

(1st Sun..

Oct.: Trail d'Autoire race
(1stSun..

g OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES

Rock climbing « Fishing »
Mountain biking » Walking:
Route GR 480 and 8 marked
trails.

g FURTHER AFIELD

+Chéteau de Montal,
Chateau de Castelnau,
Grottes de Presque,
caves (4% miles/7 km).
+Gouffre de Padirac,
chasm (6 miles/10 km).

D MeVF NEARBY
«Loubressac (3 miles/5 km).
«Carennac (8 miles/13 km).
«Rocamadour

(12% miles/20 km).

Lot (46)
Population: 363
Altitude: 738 ft. (225 m)

TOURIST INFO-VALLEE
DELADORDOGNE
0565332200
vallee-dordogne.com
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Ansouis
A castle in the Pays d’Aigues

Located in the heart of the Pays d’Aigues,
‘with the Grand Luberon mountain range
and the Durance river on the horizon,
the hilltop village of Ansouis is crowned
by a thousand-year-old castle. Spread
out in a fan shape, exposed to the sun,
the village is crisscrossed by a maze
of streets and alleys that offer shade
and cool. From the Place Saint-Elzéar,
the Rue du Petit-Portail climbs up to
a peaceful little square: bordered by
the 12th-century perimeter wall, which
serves as the facade of the Eglise Saint-
Martin, and by the elegant 13th-century
presbytery, it offers a vast panorama of
alandscape of vines overlooked by the
Grand Luberon. At the top of the village,
the castle, which was owned for gener-
ations by the Sabran family, condenses
athousand years of castle architecture.
The austerity of the medieval fortress on
the north side contrasts with the classi-
cal southern facade of the 17th-century
residence, which overlooks the terraced
gardens with their box topiary.

N
<@ HIGHLIGHTS
s

Castle (12th-13th centuries):
Remodeled in the 17th
century, and now completely
restored. Open Apr-end Oct.
(06846264 34).

Eglise Saint-Martin
(12th-century): Fortified
church, formerly the castle’s
law court; 18th-century
statues and altarpieces.
Musée Extraordinaire:
Artistic creations as well as a
collection of fossils, shells, and
furniture (04 90 09 82 64).
Musée de la Vigne et du Vin:
More than 2,000 old
winemaking tools from the
Chateau Turcan

(0490 098333).

ACCOMMODATION
& EATING OUT

luberon-sud-tourisme.fr

“ LocAL
SPECIALTIES

Food and Drink
Artisanal ice cream « AOC
Luberon wines.

Art and Crafts

Bronze sculptures and
jewelry « Painter » Ceramics »
Organic and handmade
soaps.

Q EVENTS

Market: Sun. a.m., Place dela
Vieille-Fontaine.

May: Les Botanilles,

festival and flower market
(last fortnight).

Jun.: Ansouis en Musique,
music festival.

Sept.: Féte de la Saint-Elzéar
(mid-month).

g OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES

Walking: 3 marked trails.

Q FURTHER AFIELD

«La Tour-d'Aigues

(5 miles/8 km).

«Villages along the Durance
river: Cadenet, Pertuis,
Mirabeau (6-12 miles/10-20 km).
«Aix-en-Provence

(19 miles/30 km).

&) MBYF MEARBY
«Lourmarin (7 miles/11km).
«Ménerbes (21 miles/33 km).
*Roussillon (21 miles/33 km).

Vaucluse (84)
Population: 1,070
Altitude: 968 ft. (295 m)

TOURIST INFO—LUBERON SUD
0490075029
luberon-sud-tourisme.fr

PROVENCE-ALPES-COTE D'AZUR
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Three steps to becoming one of The
Most Beautiful Villages of France

THREE PRELIMINARY CRITERIA

In the first instance, the village looking to join the
association must submit an application showing
that it meets the following criteria:
« a total population of no more than
2,000 inhabitants
« at least two protected sites or monuments
(historic landmarks, etc.)
» proof of mass support for the application
for membership via public debate

THIRTY-TWO EVALUATION CRITERIA

If the application is accepted, the village then
receives a site visit. After an interview with the
local council and a photographic report have
been completed, a table of thirty-two criteria is
used to evaluate the village’s historical,
architectural, urban, and environmental
attributes, as well as its own municipal initiatives
to promote the village.

THE VERDICT OF THE QUALITY COMMISSION

The finished evaluation report is put before
the Quality Commission, which alone has the
power to make decisions on whether a village
should be accepted (an outcome requiring

a two-thirds majority in the vote). About

ten villages apply each year, and about 20%
of applications are successful. The approved
villages are also subject to regular
reevaluation in order to guarantee each
visitor an outstanding experience.

A concept that has
traveled the globe

Interest in preserving and enhancing
rural heritage transcends national
boundaries, and several initiatives
throughout Europe and the rest of the
world have given rise to other
associations on the French model,

in Wallonia (Belgium), Quebec (Canada),
Italy, Japan, Spain, Switzerland, Saxony
(Germany), Lebanon, Bosnia and
Herzegovina, and China. Collaborating
with the Federation of the Most
Beautiful Villages of the World, these
associations are now taking their
expertise to emerging networks.

To read more about the association, visit:
les-plus-beaux-villages-de-france.org

Save the date

« Journées Européennes des Métiers
d’Art® (European Artistic Craft Days):
Ist weekend in April

+ La Nuit Romantique dans Les Plus
Beaux Villages de France® (The Most
Beautiful Villages of France Romantic
Evening): 3rd Saturday in June

« Journées Européennes du Patrimoine®

(European Heritage Days):

3rd weekend in September

To reserve your next trip, take part
in events, or keep up with the latest
news, visit our website at:
les-plus-beaux-illages-de-france.org
or follow us on social media

00000
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Balazuc
The sentry of the Ardéche

Facing the sunset, Balazuc clings to a
steep limestone cliff overlooking the
Ardéche river. From the early Middle
Ages until the Wars of Religion, the lords
of Balazuc—simple knights, crusaders,
and troubadours—made this village into
an important stronghold. Its historic
stature is evident in the 13th-century
castle, rebuilt in the 17th and 18th cen-
turies (now privately owned); the 13th-
century square tower, whose facade still
retains an iron rod on which the public
scale for weighing silkworm cocoons
used to hang; the fortified Romanesque
church, crowned with a Provencal bell
gable; and its gates, the Portail d’Eté
and the Porte dela Sabliére. Balazuc has
also kept its distinctive layout from the
‘medieval period: a veritable maze of nar-
row, winding streets, vaulted passage-
‘ways, and steps carved into the rock.
Outside the village, the Chemin Royal
leads slowly toward the Ardéche river
and, beyond the bridge, to the reemerg-
ing hamlet of Le Viel Audon.

é} HIGHLIGHTS

Romanesque church

(11th century): Stained-glass
windows by Jacques Yankel;
accessible during exhibitions
Jun-Sept.

¥ Museum de I'Ardéche:
Exceptional collection of
fossils representing 350
million years of local history
(042840 0035).

Le Viel Audon: Center for
environmental and
sustainable development
training.

Village: Guided tour,

Wed. am., Jul.-Aug.
(departure 10 a.m. from Tour
Carrée); self-guided visit with
information panels.

ACCOMMODATION
& EATING OUT

pontdarc-ardeche.fr

“ LocAL
SPECIALTIES
Food and Drink

Goat cheeses « Herbal
produce « AOC Cétes du

Vivarais and Coteaux

de I'Ardéche wines.

Art and Crafts

Pottery » Jewelry designer »
Sculptor.

Q EVENTS

Market: Tues., 6.30 p.m.,
Place de la Croisette
(Jul-Aug)).

:Concertsin the
illage festival; folk

g OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES

River swimming (lifeguard
Jul-Aug) * Canoeing and
kayaking » Rock climbing »
Fishing + Walking: Marked
trails » Mountain biking » “Via
Ardeche” greenway cycle trail.

g FURTHER AFIELD

«Ruoms and Largentiere
(6 miles/10 km).
«Labeaume: Village and
gorges (9% miles/15 km).
«Vallon-Pont-d'Arc and
Grotte Chauvet 2, cave
(11 miles/17 km).

«Aubenas (12 miles/20 km).

& MBVF NEARBY
Vogiié (4% miles/7 km).

Ardéche (07)
Population: 378
Altitude: 600 ft. (183 m)

TOURIST INFO—~GORGES

DE ’ARDECHE - PONT D'ARC
0428912410
pontdarc-ardeche.fr
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Auvillar

Between the Garonne river
and the Gascony hillsides

Overlooking the luxuriant valley of the
Garonne, Auvillar is a perfect example
of what a market town in the Occitan
region, with its river port, was like.
An official stopping place on one of
the pilgrimage routes to Santiago de
Compostela, the former fiefdom of the
kings of Navarre is a subtle blend of
brick and stone. The circular grain mar-
ket—the jewel in the village’s crown—fits
perfectly within the triangular-shaped
plaza lined with arcades and beautiful
buildings, some of which date from the
15th century. The imposing clock tower
stands at the entrance to the historic
center. The Eglise Saint-Pierre, aformer
Benedictine priory, has been completely
restored today and boasts arich collec-
tion of furniture. The castle’s square
affords a unique view of the river and
the hillsides of Quercy. For along time,
the port was a center for inland water-
‘way transport and for shipping earthen-
‘ware and goose feathers for quill pens;
it has conserved its chapel dedicated to
Saint Catherine, the patron saint of mar-
iners, as well as its old slipway.

é HIGHLIGHTS

Chapelle Sainte-Catherine
(in peak season): Murals and
old slipway (05 63 39 89 82).
Eglise Saint-Pierre (12th-14th
: Baroque altarpiece.
Musée du Vieil Auvillar:
Collection of 18th-and 19th-
century earthenware (more
than 600 pieces) and history
of navigation on the Garonne
(0563398982/0782866615).
Village: Guided group tour, by
appt. (056339 89 82).

ACCOMMODATION
& EATING OUT

officedetourismedesdeux
rives.fr

» LocAL
SPECIALTIES

Food and Drink

Jams and honey * Fruit
produce « Brulhois wines.
Art and Crafts
Calligrapher « Art galleries »
Artists « Soap making *
Bric-a-brac store.

Q EVENTS

Market: Farmers’ market
Sun.a.m; organic market

des Vignerons et des Félibres,
winemakers’ and Provencal
poets’ festival (1st weekend
after Pentecost).

Aug.: Port festival and
fireworks (15th)

Oct.: Pottery market

(2nd weekend).

Dec.: Christmas market

(2nd Sat.).

_!; OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES

Fishing » Walking: Route
GR 65 and various trails «
Greenway cycle paths.

g FURTHER AFIELD

«Centrale de Golfech, nuclear
site (3% miles/6 km).

*Merles: Henri IV’s oak tree
(4 miles/7 km).

+Donzac: Conservatoire des
Métiers d’Autrefois, museum
of traditional skills

(5 miles/8 km).

b/ MBYE NEARBY
sLauzerte (21 miles/34 km).

Eim
=

Tarn-et-Garonne (82)
Population: 950
Altitude: 377 ft. (115 m)

TOURIST INFO~DEUX RIVES
0563398982
officedetourismedes
deuxrivesfr

auvillarfr

OCCITANIE
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Angles-sur-
PAnglin
Ancient skills and wall carvings

On the banks of the Anglin, this village
boasts a15,000-year-old history. From
the top of the cliff, the ruins of the for-
tress, built by the counts of Lusignan
between the 11th and 15th centuries,
overlook the river. At the top of the vil-
lage, the Eglise Saint-Martin, with its
Romanesque bell tower, stands next to
the 12th-century Chapelle Saint-Pierre.
The “Huche Corne” offers a magnifi-
cent view of the lower part of the vil-
lage, where the Chapelle Saint-Croix, an
old abbey church with a 13th-century
doorway, faces the river and its weep-
ing willows. Nearby, the site of the Roc
aux Sorciers (Sorcerers’ Rock) houses a
‘unique Paleolithic frieze, carved into the
limestone 15,000 years ago, which is now
protected but has been reconstructed.
For 150 years, Angles has been famous
for its jours: drawn thread embroidery.
A tour retraces the history of this tra-
ditional craft in the village and many of
the houses’ windows are adorned with
these embroidered works.

é} HIGHLIGHTS

¥ Centre d’Interprétation
du Roc aux Sorciers:
Life-size, 65-foot-long (20-m)
reconstruction of

a prehistoric frieze from

the Magdalenian period,

to be discovered through
innovative re-creations
(0549 833727).

Forteresse d’Angles:
Remains of the fortress built
inthe 11th-15th centuries.
Guided tour Apr-Sept.,

by appt. (05 49 8337 27).
Maison des Jours d’Angles:
Discover the jours technique
(06820078 15).

Village: Guided tour Fri.

at 3 p.m. for individuals,
groups by appt,; Terra
Aventura outdoor treasure
hunt, “Les jours d’Angles sont
contés” (tales of the jours
d’Angles), free year round;
video guide available at the
tourist info office

(05 492105 47).

ACCOMMODATION
& EATING OUT

tourisme-chatellerault fr

? LocAL
SPECIALTIES

Food and Drink

Broyé du Poitou (butter
cookies).

Artand Crafts

Antiques « Jours d’Angles
(openwork embroidery)
Painter « Cross-stitch, lace,
decorations, paper, stained
glass  Hatmaker, fashion
design, and patternmaking
workshops.

Q EVENTS

Jul.: Crafts days (weekend
around 14th).

Aug.: firework display
with music (1st Sun.);

Des Livres et Vous, book
festival (week of 15th).
Nov.: Rouge et Or, art and
crafts fair (3rd weekend).

_!} OUTDOOR ACTIVITIE

Canoeing » Rock climbing »
Fishing » Walking: 2 routes,
“En passant par Remerle”
(3% miles/6 km) and “Les
Certaux” (4% miles/7 km) »
Mountain biking » Horse-
drawn carriage rides.

g FURTHER AFIELD

+Parc Naturel Régional

de la Brenne (3% miles/6 km).
«La Roche-Posay

(7% miles/12 km).

+Abbaye de Saint-Savin,
UNESCO World Heritage Site
(10 miles/16 km).

+Chéteau d’Azay-le-Ferron
(16 miles/25 km).

«Chauvigny (16 miles/26 km).

Vienne (86)
Population: 345
Altitude: 331ft. (101 m)

TOURIST INFO—GRAND
CHATELLERAULT
0549210547
tourisme-chatellerault.fr
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Ainhoa

All the colors
of the Basque Country

Marrying its green hillsides with the
red-and-white facades of its Labourdin
and Navarrese houses, Ainhoa displays
the colors of the Basque Country along
its single street. In the 13th century, the
Roman Catholic religious order known
as the Premonstratensians set up a
vicariate at Ainhoa to provide assis-
tance to pilgrims traveling to Santiago,
and a bastide (fortified town) emerged
from the plain to provide for their wel-
come. Rebuilt in the 17th century, its
finest facades face east. The rings for
tying up mules on the lorios (doors)
of some houses bear witness to their
former role as merchant inns on the
road to Pamplona. Next to the fron-
ton (Basque pelota court), which still
hosts a few games in summer, the 13th-
century church has been rebuilt, but
the cut stones of its lower parts date
back to the founding of the bastide.
Higher up, the Notre-Dame-d’Arantzazu
chapel (arantza means “hawthorn” in
Basque; it is also known as Notre-Dame-
de-I'Aubépine in French) stands on the
Atsulai mountainside.

é HIGHLIGHTS

Eglise Notre-Dame-de-
PAssomption: Spanish-style
gilded wooden altarpiece.
Maison du Patrimoine:

Film on the history of the
village and the border area
(055929 9399).

Village: Bastide, fronton,
church, and open-air
washhouse. Guided tour year
round, by appt.

(055929 9399).

ACCOMMODATION
& EATING OUT

Hotels

# Maison Oppoca
(0559299072).
Restaurants

¥ Oppoca (0559299072).

ﬂ LocaL
SPECIALTIES

Food and Drink

Pain d’épice (spice cake)
Salted meats and fish «
Basque specialties (piment

d'Espelette, Kintoa pork,
Ossau-Iraty sheep's cheese).

Art and Crafts

Artisanal cosmetics « Jeweler,
artist-creator » Wood and
stone carving * Tapestry
weaving » Espadrilles »
Artisanal carpentry.

g EVENTS

Pentecost: Pilgrimage to
Notre-Dame-de-I'Aubépine
(Mon.).

Aug.: Patronal festival (15th).

& OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES

Basque pelota » Walking:
Route GR 10, and 3 marked
trails » Mountain biking:
Tmarked trail and Grand
Traversée Pays Basque
circuit » Horseback riding:
Sentier des Contrabandiers.

Q FURTHER AFIELD

+Urdax and Zugarramurdi
caves (3-5 miles/5-8 km).
+Cambo-les-Bains

(7 miles/11.5 km).
+Saint-Jean-de-Luz; Bayonne;
Biarritz (14-17 miles/23-27 km).

& MBYF NEARBY
+Sare (5 miles/8 km).
+La Bastide-Clairence
(19 miles/31km).

Pyrénées-Atlantiques (64)
Population: 680
Altitude: 394 ft. (120 m)

TOURIST INFO—AINHOA
0559299399
ainhoa-tourisme.fr

NOUVELLE-AQUITAINE
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Ars-en-Ré
Between port and marshes

At the far west of the island, the village’s
bell tower keeps vigil over the ocean
and the Fier d’Ars marshes. Born from
the salt marshes created in the 11th cen-
tury and still exploited by more than
sixty salt merchants, Ars is one of the
fle de Ré’s oldest parishes. The church
retains its 12th-century door and its
15th-century bell tower, whose 130-ft.
(40-m) black-and-white spire used to
serve as a day-mark for seafarers. In the
Rue des Tourettes, the two corner tow-
ers of the Maison du Sénéchal, built in
the 16th century, are a reminder that
the village was once under the juris-
diction of a seneschal. Abandoned by
ships coming from Northern Europe to
load salt, the port now provides shelter
for pleasure boats. Enjoyable to explore
on foot or by bike, the narrow streets,
dotted with hollyhocks, are lined with
‘white houses with green or light blue
shutters, typical of the traditional archi-
tecture of this region.

é} HIGHLIGHTS

Eglise Saint-Etienne (12th,
15th, and 17th centuries):
Romanesque style; arched
door, rich furnishings.

Bell tower: Visits Apr.-late
Sept. (0546 09 00 55).

Salt flats: For information on
visits, contact Ecomusée

du Marais Salant in Loix
(054629 0677).

ACCOMMODATION
& EATING OUT

Hotels
® Le Sénéchal***
(05 4629 40 42).

? LocaL
SPECIALTIES

Food and Drink
Strawberries « Shrimp «
Oysters + AOP early
potatoes « Salt and fleur
de sel sea salt » Wine and
Pineau.

Artand Crafts

Antique dealers « Painters.

Q EVENTS

Market: Tues,, Fri, and Sat.,
8am.-1p.m, Place Carnot
(Jan-Apr).

Summer market: Every day,
by the port (Apr-end Sept.).
Jul.-Aug.: Evening artisanal
markets.

g OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES

Bathing: La Grange beach »
Cycling: Cycle paths across
the marshes to the nature
reserve at Fiers d’Ars »
Wialking: 3 marked trails «
Sailing « Horseback riding »
Thalassotherapy.

Q FURTHER AFIELD

«Saint-Clément-des-
Baleines: Lighthouse
(3miles/5 km).

«Les Portes-en-Ré: Maison
du Fier et de la Nature, nature
reserve (6 miles/10 km).

«Loix: Ecomusée du Marais
Salant, local heritage
museum (7% miles/12 km).
«LaRochelle

(20% miles/33 km).

() MBYE MEARBY
+La Flotte (11 miles/18 km).

Charente-Maritime (17)
Population: 1,326
Altitude: 10 ft. (3 m)

TOURIST INFO—ILE-DE-RE
0546090055
iledere.com
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Bargéme
A “village perché” in Provence

At3,599 ft. (1,097 m) altitude, Bargéme
is the highest village in the Var. Facing
the Canjuers and Var mountains, it is still
Provencal, yet almost alpine. Sheltered
by the ruins of the chateau, the silhou-
ette of this feudal village stands out on
the steep slopes of the Brouis moun-
tain. In 1393, the lordship of the village
passed to Foulques d’Agoult de Ponteves.
Two centuries later, gripped by religious
‘upheaval, the people of Bargéme avenged
the neighboring village of Callas, which
had been betrayed by Jean-Baptiste de
Pontevés, bringing the line of chate-
lains to an end: after several murders,
the inhabitants of Bargéme slit Antoine
de Ponteves’s throat in the middle of
Mass in 1595. The parliament of Aix-
en-Provence issued a judgment requir-
ing the inhabitants to build an expiatory
chapel, Notre-Dames-des-Sept-Douleurs,
‘which is located at the end of the espla-
nade leading to the castle. The village
retains its defensive perimeter wall with
two fortified gates that were inserted in
the 14th century, as well as the white-
stone Romanesque church.

é} HIGHLIGHTS

Chateau Sabran-de-
Ponteves (12th-13th centuries):
Remains of outer defensive
elements (free access).

Eglise Saint-Nicolas

(12th century): Restored
in1990-2000, along with

its altarpieces.

Chapelle Notre-Dame-des-
Sept-Douleurs (1607).
Chapelle Sainte-Pétronille
(17th century).

Communal oven (7th century).
Village: Guided tours except
Tues. and Wed., mid-Jun.-
mid-Sept. (0494 50 2194).

ACCOMMODATION
& EATING OUT

bargeme.fr

» LocaL

SPECIALTIES

Food and Drink

Vegetables  Goat and sheep
cheeses  Sheep milk yogurts.
Artand Crafts

Artgallery + Painter  Goat
milk soap » Ceramic pottery.

Q EVENTS

Jun.: Transhumance festival
(1st weekend).

Jul: Concert of ancient music.
Aug.: Saint-Laurent festival
(2nd weekend); concert of
ancient music.

OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES

Wialking and horseback
riding: Route GR 49 and
2marked trails » Hang
gliding » Mountain biking.

g FURTHER AFIELD

“Route Napoléon

(6 miles/10 km) and views
on the way to Castellane
(18 miles/29 km) or Grasse
(27% miles/44 km).

«La Bastide: Summit

of Montagne de Lachens
(7% miles/12 km).
«Trigance and its castle
(122 miles/20 km).
«Gorges du Verdon

(15% miles/25 km).

D veVF NEARBY
«Seillans (20% miles/33 km).

n: 229
:3,590 ft. (1,097 m)

TOURIST INFO—LA DRACENIE
0498105105
tourisme.dracenie.com

TOWN HALL

0494502194

bargeme.fr
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La Bastide-
Clairence

A stronghold for the arts
in the Basque Country

La Bastide-Clairence has a Basque coun-
tenance and a Gascon accent. Behind
its white facades and its half-timbering
painted in red or green, talented arti-
sans and creators are at work. Bastida
de Clarenza was founded in 1312 to
secure ariver port on the Joyeuse, and
thus provide the kingdom of Navarre
with a new maritime outlet. The town
planning typical of the bastides (for-
tified towns) of Aquitaine has been
retained here; a grid pattern is observed,
with the Place des Arceaux at the cen-
ter of the village. The church of Notre-
Dame-de-I'Assomption, built in 1315,
is remarkable for its porch—the only
remains of the original 14th-century
building—and its lateral cloisters paved
‘with tombstones. The village boasts
the world’s oldest trinquet, or jeu de
paume court, dating from 1512, and is
home to more than a dozen artists and
craftspeople, whose creations combine
tradition with innovation.

NG
<@ HIGHLIGHTS
s

Eglise Notre-Dame

de 'Assomption (14th
century): 14th-century porch,
courtyard cemetery.
Village: Guided group tour all
year round by appt.; guided
tours for individuals Jul.~
Sept., Tues. 10:30 a.m.
(055929 65 05); Terra
Aventura trail.

Trinquet (1512): The oldest
Jjeu de paume court still
inuse.

ACCOMMODATION
& EATING OUT

Apartment hotels

¥ Les Collines Iduki****
(05597020 81).
Guesthouses

¥ Maison Perbos 1556 i i
(0789018392).

? LocAL
SPECIALTIES

Food and Drink

Beef and farm produce « Foie
gras and duck confit » Sheep,
goat, and cow milk cheese *
Macarons » Gateau basque »
Chocolate.

Artand Crafts

Jewelry designer « Luthier »
Picture framer » Wind
instrument repair « Artist-
designer « Glassmaker »
Ceramic artist « Embroidery
artist « Artisanal leather
goods « Painter »

Bladesmith  Artisanal art
gallery « Donkey milk
cosmetics » Perfumery.

g EVENTS

Market: Farmers’ market,
Tues. 9 am.-12:30 p.m.,
Jul-Sept.

Jun. 30-Aug. 30: La Bastide-
Clairence festivals.

Jul.: Festi’livre, book festival.
Sept.: Basque Country
ceramics market

(1st weekend).

_,} OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES

Jeu de paume  Short
educational trail at Pont
de Port  Canoeing.

2 FURTHER AFIELD

«Isturitz and Oxocelhaya
prehistoric caves

(8 miles/13km).

«Bayonne (16 miles/26 km).

&/ MBVE MEARBY
«Ainhoa (19 miles/31km).
«Sare (24 miles/38 km).
«Saint-Jean-Pied-de-Port
(27 miles/43 km).

Pyrénées-Atlantiques (64)
Population: 990
Altitude: 164 ft. (50 m)

TOURIST INFO-PAYS
BASQUE
0559296505

en-pays-basque.fr

NOUVELLE-AQUITAINE
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Aubeterre-
sur-Dronne

The Charente
with a southern air

Nestled against a chalky limestone cliff,
Aubeterre overlooks the verdant valley
of the Dronne river. Around its central
square, a labyrinth of roofs and house
fronts bedecked with wooden galleries
and balconies stretches out. Facing the
castle of this old fortress town, which
‘was destroyed by the English and then
by the Huguenots, stands the Eglise
Saint-Jacques, with its fine Romanesque
facade. At the turn of every street and
steep alleyway, the visitor is reminded
of Aubeterre’s religious past: pilgrims
on their way to Santiago de Compostela
‘would stop at the church and three for-
‘mer convents, and the village also fea-
tures the monolithic Eglise Saint-Jean,
which was carved into the rock near a
primitive worship site in the 12th cen-
tury. For an unforgettable experience,
explore the underground building and
necropolis beneath its high vaults of
light and shade.

é HIGHLIGHTS

Eglise Saint-Jacques:

Built in the 12th century and
rebuilt in the 17th century;
Romanesque facade with
finely carved vaulted
archways and Moorish
ornamentation.

Monolithic underground
Eglise Saint-Jean: Hewn

into the cliff face in the 12th
century. A unique construction
housing a reliquary, a central
relic pit, and a necropolis
containing more than

160 stone sarcophagi.

La Maison des Marionnettes
et Le Petit Théatre:
Conservation and promotion
of puppetry heritage, with

an extensive collection of
puppets and accessories.
Shows in summer

(0614 379347).

Village: Guided group tour all
year round, by appt.;
individual tours possible in
peak season: (06 79 85 8126).

ACCOMMODATION
& EATING OUT

Campsites
¥ Camping Paradis
(05459875 43).

& LocAL
SPECIALTIES

Food and Drink

Foie gras and duck confit «
Pineau « Cognac.

Artand Crafts

Antiques « Pottery »
Ceramics * Dressmaker «
Ironworker « Artisanal
leather goods « Hatmaker »
Art gallery and workshop *
Painters.

Q EVENTS

May: Ascension de Art,
artists’ festival (weekend

of Ascension)

Jul: Féte de la Saint-Jacques
(last weekend).

Aug.: Evening market

(st Thurs.); musical evenings
in Eglise Saint-Jean.

Sept.: Pottery festival

(3rd weekend).

g OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES

Swimming » Canoeing and
kayaking « Fishing » Walking *
Nature excursions.

g FURTHER AFIELD

+Romanesque churches

at Pillac, Rouffiac, and
Saint-Aulaye (5 miles/8 km).
+Chalais: “haute ville” and
castle (7 miles/11km).
+Villebois-Lavalette: Castle
and covered market

(12% miles/20 km).

+Cognac and Bordeaux
vineyards (28 miles/45 km).

+Angouléme (30 miles/48 km).

[ E
[

Charente (16)
Population: 333
Altitude: 295 ft. (90 m)

TOURIST INFO-SUD
CHARENTE
0545985718
sudcharentetourisme.fr
aubeterresurdronne.com
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Aiguéze
Between vineyards
and the Ardéche river

A fortress perched on a cliff overlooking
the Gorges de 'Ardéche, Aiguéze pro-
tects its medieval heritage, cultivates
vines, and offers a friendly, welcoming
atmosphere to visitors. Like any strate-
gic defense site, Aiguéze has had a tur-
bulent past. From 725 to 737 CE, the
region was occupied by the Saracens,
‘who gave their name to one of the vil-
lage’s towers. The fortification of the
site dates back to the 11th century: it
‘was the work of the count of Toulouse,
‘who wanted to make Aiguéze the out-
post for his operations against the region
of Vivarais. In the narrow cobbled and
vaulted streets, arch-covered balconies,
mullioned windows, and arched door-
‘ways have pride of place. They lead to
the castelas, the old ramparts of the cas-
tle, which command a splendid view of
the Ardéche, garigue (scrubland), and
Cétes du Rhone vineyards.

é} HIGHLIGHTS

Church (11th century):
Open daily.

Village: Guided tour

in peak season, by appt.
(0466 39 26 89).

ACCOMMODATION
& EATING OUT

Restaurants
¥ Le Comptoir des Sarrasins
(0688 08 88 42).

» LocaL
SPECIALTIES

Food and Drink

AOC Cétes du Rhone wines «
Honey * Goat cheese
(pélardons).

Artand Crafts

Artgallery « Pottery « Craft
studios « Feather creations:
¥ Fizz Feathers
(0788057168).

Q EVENTS

Market: Thurs. a.m. (Jul. 1st-
Sept. 1st).

Apr.: Flower market

(2nd weekend).

Pentecost: Flea market
(weekend).

Aug.: Aiguéze en Couleurs,
street painting festival.
Dec.: Christmas market.

g OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES

Swimming (Ardeche river) »
Canoeing and boating trips
(Gorges de IArdeche) »
Walking: Trail from Castelvieil
oppidum (main settlement),
hike through vineyards.

g FURTHER AFIELD

«Chartreuse de Valbonne,
monastery (4% miles/7 km).
«Chateau de Suze-la-Rousse
(17 miles/27 k).

«Gorges de I'Ardéche:
Vallon-Pont-d’Arc; Grotte
Chauvet 2, cave
reconstruction

(20 miles/32 km).

G BB NRAREY
«Montclus (9 miles/15 km).
«LaRoque-sur-Céze

(11 miles/18 km).

Gard (30)
Population: 210
Altitude: 292 ft. (89 m)

TOURIST INFO—PROVENCE
OCCITANE

0466392689
provenceoccitane.com









