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GENÈVE - Place de Bel-air.

© Phil Schutz
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GENÈVE - Boats moored in the port of Geneva.

© Phil Schutz







AN INVITATION TO TRAVEL




Welcome to Geneva!

Geneva is a city to live in! One feels at home in Geneva, whether it is during a bucolic walk on the shores of Lake Geneva, on a lively terrace in the old town, in an artisanal alleyway in Carouge, contemplating an art exhibition or devouring a precious watch case... Already Julius Caesar mentioned Geneva in 58 BC: "Genua", meaning the mouth, a city predestined to open up to others... A strategic location coveted for millennia. Now so easily accessible for visitors who wish to lift the veil on this city that knows how to respect its past to enrich its present. Actress of peace and known for its neutrality, it occupies a dear place in the respect of human dignity at the international level. Geneva perfectly combines the "Swiss Touch" and the dynamism of its 190 nationalities, symbols of diversity. Geneva's DNA could also be the taste for excellence. It excels in watchmaking technology, banking management, international relations and top-flight gastronomy.

At the heart of the Lake Geneva region, the city radiates, is active in promoting culture, breathes in cherishing its 50 parks... and above all, it is a city of many pleasures. No need for instructions, you just need to immerse yourself in this plethora of curiosities as you please.

It is a city that is getting more beautiful and younger, no doubt thanks to chocolate and wine cures like the Fendant! Whether you're going on a getaway or a longer stay, you'll be surprised to experience a "jet" of such beautiful emotions!

Disclaimer: the information gathered in this guide has been the subject of a survey or test during a period of several months prior to its publication. The information concerning contact details, prices, opening days are given for information only and are not contractual. They may be subject to changes subsequent to the date of investigation for which the Petit Futé declines all responsibility.

We would like tothank all those involved in the political and economic life, tourism and the Geneva region who give us a warm welcome to enable us to gather the information that makes up Le Petit Futé.

The editorial team



The destination's assets
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The destination's assets - La Grange Park Rose Garden.

© Philippe GUERSAN – Author's Image
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An important heritage

Geneva is home to more than 200 international organizations and, together with New York, is the world's leading meeting and conference centre. The Palais des Nations Unies and the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Museum are the main points of visit for this theme. However, Geneva has many other treasures. A city of art and culture, it is home to more than 40 museums and numerous art galleries, some of which you will not want to miss under any circumstances. This is the case of the Museum of Modern and Contemporary Art (MAMCO), and of certain private museums with rich collections, such as the Baur Foundation for Oriental Arts or the Patek Philippe Museum, dedicated to watchmaking, as well as the multicultural and multidisciplinary museums of the city of Geneva. Finally, even though it is primarily concerned with research, the Cern, one of the most prestigious nuclear physics laboratories in the world, should be on your list of visits at all costs. A visit to the globe and its permanent exhibition "Universe of Particles", as well as a visit to the LHC, an instrument for particle collisions, is well worth the detour.

A green city and the proximity of Lake Geneva

With 310 hectares of parks, 40,000 trees on the public domain, 428,000 plants to decorate the city, including 40,000 rose bushes, Geneva can pride itself on being a green city where it is good to stroll. This Mecca of international finance actually hides its game well behind so much greenery and the beauty of the lake, a vast expanse of water that is easy to navigate for a cruise of a few hours to a day. Lake Geneva is too much appreciated by the people of Geneva, who do not hesitate to call it "Lake Geneva".

An exceptional gastronomy

All the cuisines of the world are present in Geneva, located in the gastronomic paradise that is the Lake Geneva basin. Indeed, it has the highest density of gourmet restaurants in the world, some of which have achieved worldwide fame. In Geneva, you can enjoy fish from the lake as well as specialities from the canton, such as cardoon and longeole, accompanied by wines from the Geneva and neighbouring vineyards.



Technical data sheet
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GENÈVE - View of Geneva from the Mont Salève, also called the Balcony of Geneva.

© Anna BRYUKHANOVA – iStockphoto
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Money

The Swiss franc (ISO code: CHF).

[image: ] In November 2017: 1 CHF = 0.86 €. 1 € = 1.16 CHF

While it is possible to pay in euros in most cases, it is preferable to carry Swiss francs with you (which you can draw from an ATM). This will be more appreciated and, above all, will cost you less. Indeed, merchants do not necessarily rely on the exchange rate and sometimes you may be charged the fancy rate of 1 CHF = 1 €.

[image: ] Swiss banknotes are divided as follows: 10, 20, 50, 100, 200, 1 000.

[image: ] Coins have the following values: 5 ct (1 penny), 10 ct (2 pennies), 20 ct (4 pennies), 1 franc, 2 francs, 5 francs (one dough).

Taxes and tips

In Switzerland, 8% VAT is included in the sales price of the goods. Prices always include service, but the Swiss easily leave 10% in restaurants, taxis and bars.

Budget ideas

[image: ] Small budget: 130 CHF/day (night in a youth hostel or camping site, 2 meals "on the go", bus, a drink in the evening, additional costs).

[image: ] Medium budget: 240 CHF/day (night in a small hotel, 2 meals in "good and cheap" restaurants, bus, one drink in the evening, additional costs).

[image: ] Large budget: from 350 CHF/day (night in a charming hotel, 2 meals in good restaurants, bus, taxi, one drink in the evening, additional costs).



Geneva in short

Geneva

[image: ] Official name: Geneva. Capital of the canton of Geneva (45 communes). Twinned with Paris, Algiers and Buenos Aires.

[image: ] Surface area of Geneva: 15.92 km² (Canton of Geneva: 282 km², Switzerland: 41,290 km²).

[image: ] Official language: French.

[image: ] Religions in the canton of Geneva (latest data available in 2010): Christians 54 % (Catholics 37 %, Protestants 12 %, others 5 %), other religions 6 %, no affiliation 35 %, no indication 4 %.

[image: ] Mayor of Geneva: Rémy Pagani, from 1 June 2017 to 31 May 2018, elected for one year)

[image: ] President of the Swiss Confederation: Doris Leuthard (in 2017, elected for one year).

The population

[image: ] 

Geneva is the second most populous city in Switzerland, behind Zurich. Its total population in January 2015 was 194,565.

 Population distribution in Geneva (end 2015 - FSO): 58.8 % Swiss and 41.2 % foreigners.

[image: ] Population density in Geneva (March 2017 - FSO): 12,669 inhabitants/km². Density for the Canton of Geneva: 1,753 persons/km².

[image: ] Life expectancy in Switzerland (2015 - FSO): 81.5 years for men, 85.3 years for women.

[image: ] Life expectancy inFrance (2015 - INSEE): 78.9 years for men, 85 years for women.

The economy

[image: ] GDP in PPP (purchasing power parity): Switzerland US$ 665.98 billion (+27.46%); France US$ 2,808.265 billion (+8.53%) (IMF – 2011)

[image: ] GDP/capita in PPP (IMF – 2013): Switzerland US$ 81,276; France US$ 44,099

[image: ] Real GDP growth rate (Eurostat – 2016): Switzerland 1.3%; France 1.2%

[image: ] Annual inflation rate (OECD – 2017): Switzerland -0.66; France 1.06

[image: ] Unemployment rate, in January 2017 (Republic and canton of Geneva, and INSEE): canton of Geneva 5.7%; Switzerland 3.7%; France 10.2%




The coat of arms of Geneva
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The coat of arms of Geneva - Coat of arms of Geneva

[image: ]



The coat of arms of the Republic and Canton of Geneva was adopted in its present form in 1918. They include the Germanic eagle and a golden key, in reference to the Empire to which the city was attached in the 11th century, and the liberties and franchises obtained from the bishopric in 1387. The crest represents a sun with the Greek letters ΙΗΣ in its centre, which were formerly Latin (IHS) and mean "Iesus Hominim salvator" or "Jesus, saviour of men". The colours of the Republic and Canton of Geneva are yellow and red. The coat of arms of the city of Geneva is very close to those of the Republic and Canton. Its motto is "Post tenebras lux", which means "After darkness, light".






Calling

[image: ] Useful telephones: 112: emergency number – fire, police, medical emergencies (common to most European countries, including Switzerland). 114: information. 117: police. 118: fire brigade. 140: road rescue. 144: first aid.

[image: ] International dialling code for Switzerland: 00 41.

[image: ] Call from France to Switzerland. International call code + 41 + area code without the 0 + 7-digit local number. For example, to call from Grenoble to Geneva: 00 + 41 + 22 (area code without the 0) + 123 45 67.

[image: ] To call from Switzerland to abroad. As everywhere, the international call code is 00. So 00 + country code (33 for France, 32 for Belgium, 352 for Luxembourg) + area code or mobile + local number. Example, from Geneva to Paris: 00 + 33 + 1 + 12 34 56 78.

[image: ] Calling from one Swiss region to another and within the same canton. From anywhere in Switzerland to any other point in the country, dial the full area code followed by the 7-digit number. For example, to call Montreux from Geneva: 021 999 99 99. For Geneva, dial 022 before the other 7 digits



Time difference

None, Switzerland and France (like Belgium and Luxembourg) operate in the same time zone and all switch to summer and winter time at the same time.



Formalities

Only one of the identity documents recognised by the Swiss government is required for a stay of less than three months in Switzerland. Passports and national identity cards are accepted but not driving licences.



Climate

Winter is cold and generally not very sunny with minimum temperatures that can be very low. From March onwards, temperatures rise and are almost summery by the end of May. Summers are hot and humid, with frequent thunderstorms. Temperatures then cool down rapidly from September onwards and the first fogs appear in October. The winter season begins as early as November with the first morning frosts. It should be noted: although the annual rainfall is less than usual in recent years, the north wind has lost none of its coolness, especially in January and February.

[image: ] Average temperatures: winter 10 °C, summer 23 °C (a temperate average due to the influence of the lake).



Seasonality

From June to September, during the summer season, pleasant temperatures favour a wide variety of outdoor activities. If you visit Switzerland in the spring or autumn, you will of course avoid the crowds of tourists and can benefit from more advantageous rates.



Stay ideas
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GENÈVE - The Seagull is shuttling back and forth.

© Séverine VULLIEZ





Short stay


[image: ]

Short stay - Cruise on the lake with the CGN.

© Philippe GUERSAN – Author's Image



Geneva is an ideal destination and very easily accessible for a weekend or for a 2 to 3-day getaway. The choice of visits or activities being relatively wide, this programme is only a proposal aiming to have, during a first visit, the widest possible vision of the city and its many attractions.

Day 1

[image: ] Morning: visit of the old town (Saint-Pierre Cathedral, Place du Bourg-de-Four, Town Hall, Reformers' Wall...).

[image: ] Afternoon: visit of the International Organizations district (Place des Nations and Chaise cassée, UN – Palais des Nations, International Museum of the Red Cross and Red Crescent...). Return by the right bank of Lake Geneva, walking through the Conservatory and the Botanical Garden, the Perle-du-Lac Park to the Wilson and Mont-Blanc quays

Day 2

[image: ] Morning: visit of CERN (Laboratory of Particle Physics) and the Globe of Science and Innovation in Meyrin, or visit of the Plainpalais district with the flea market, the MAMCO and the contemporary galleries around the rue des Bains, the Patek Philippe Museum (dedicated to the most beautiful watches in the world), the Place Neuve and the Parc des Bastions.

[image: ] Afternoon: walk on the Geneva harbour (Jet d'eau, Flower Clock, English Garden, Ile Rousseau, National Monument, Brunswick Monument, Baths of the Pâquis...). Crossing of the harbour by seagull (taxi boat) or cruise on the lake.

Day 3

[image: ] Morning: visit of Carouge.

[image: ] Afternoon (or morning, depending on the weather): excursion to Mount Salève by cable car.



Long stay

Spending a week in Geneva is quite possible. In order to discover this city as it should be, we present here a program that does not stray from it voluntarily, even if many other cities on Lake Geneva are only a few dozen kilometres away and are also undeniable points of interest.

[image: ] Day 1. Visit of the old town. Stroll along Geneva's harbour to the Bains des Pâquis, cross the harbour in a seagull (taxi boat), shopping in the Rive et des Eaux-Vives district

[image: ] Day 2. Discovery of the international organizations district and visit of the UN headquarters (2 hours). Visit the parks on the right bank of Lake Geneva with the Conservatory and the Botanical Garden, the Domaine des Penthes with its Museum of the Swiss in the World, the Parc de la Perle-du-Lac, the Museum of the History of Science, and the Wilson and Mont-Blanc quays with their prestigious hotels

[image: ] Day 3. Stroll of the Bastions.Visit of the Museum of Modern and Contemporary Art in the Plainpalais district. Stroll in Carouge, whose post-medieval town planning is a unique example in Europe.

[image: ] Day 4. Day cruise on the lake. An opportunity to take the full measure of Geneva's magnificent surroundings for a few hours.

[image: ] Day 5.  Visit to CERN (Laboratory of Particle Physics) and the Globe of Science and Innovation in Meyrin (minimum 3 hours). It is one of the largest scientific research centres. Please note that the centre is closed on Sundays. Shopping at the end of the afternoon.

[image: ] Day 6. Bike ride, in town and/or in the surrounding countryside. Geneva has the advantage over other cities, such as Lausanne, of being flat. It is therefore very easy to discover it by bike. To reach the Geneva countryside, you can, for example, use the Cyclévasions routes or take one of the 4 TCS Cyclo-loisirs itineraries: signposted routes between 27 and 37 km that take you through the countryside (western region of the canton of Geneva) and the Mandement (the main wine-growing area of the canton of Geneva).

[image: ] Day 7. Excursion to Mount Salève. The Pas de l'Echelle, the starting point of the cable car, is only 6.5 km from downtown Geneva. Accessible by bus (bus TPG, line 8). Or a trip along the Rhône (swissboat) from the Quai de l'ìle to the Verbois dam



Thematic stays


[image: ]

GENÈVE - Quai Gustave Ador.

© Philippe GUERSAN – Author's Image



Thematic stay "Arts and culture"

[image: ] Day 1. Begin your stay with a visit to the MAH including the Museum of Art and History, to get an insight into Geneva's painters of past centuries, and the history of the traditional Geneva Climbing Festival. Don't miss the Baur Foundation, the Museum of Far Eastern Arts, and the Maison Tavel, which traces the history and daily life of the people of Geneva

After a meal in the old town, go to the Maison des arts du Grütli via the Rue de la Corraterie. This will be an opportunity to stop at the Bel-Air Fine Arts Gallery, dedicated to modern and contemporary masters, and the Rath Museum, the first Swiss museum dedicated to Fine Arts and a venue for temporary exhibitions of archaeology, ancient art and modern and contemporary painting. The Maison des Arts du Grütli, inaugurated in 1989, is a cultural centre which welcomes various cultural associations (cinema, theatre, dance...) and a public as vast as it is diversified. Several film festivals take place there throughout the year (Cinémas Tous Ecrans festival, Black Moviefestival...).

[image: ] Day 2. This second day can be started with a visit to the MAMCO, the Museum of Modern and Contemporary Art, or to the Contemporary Art Centre, both located in the Bains district. You can also stroll through the district where a little more than fifteen galleries have grouped together (with the MAMCO and the Contemporary Art Centre) in an association called "Quartier des Bains". Three times a year, on the third Thursday from March to September, the artists who make it up organise the "Nuits des Bains", joint openings which are becoming increasingly popular.

After a meal at the Café des bains, go to the Place de Neuve, on the other side of the Plainpalais plain. You are in the district dedicated to music. There you will find the Grand Théâtre, also known as the Geneva Opera House, which moves some of its shows to the magnificent Bâtiment de Forces Motrices. Don't miss the Music Conservatory where the Geneva International Music Competition takes place every year. A little further on, behind the Maison des arts du Grütli stands the Victoria Hall, a major concert venue and headquarters of the OSR, the Orchestre de la Suisse romande. Take the time to visit one of these high places dedicated to the art of music, or even come here in the evening for a show.

[image: ] Day 3. Depending on the exhibitions scheduled, go to the Haute Ecole d'Art et de Design (Head), near the Cornavin train station, then visit the Voltaire Institute and Museum, aux Délices, which presents the author through his past stay in Geneva.

Have lunch at the Lexique before going to Carouge in the early afternoon. Visit the Carouge museum, where paintings by Emile Chambon mingle with earthenware and works by the potter Marcel Noverraz, then take a tour of the town where, as you stroll around, you will discover many artists, craftsmen and several art galleries.

Come back to Geneva in the evening. In summer, when the weather is fine, you can enjoy free shows and concerts at La Grange Park and the English Garden, especially during the Summer Music and Geneva Festivals which are usually held in July and August, but also concerts in a romantic setting at the Orangery Theatre for the Festival de la Bâtie.

Wine and gastronomy" themed stay

[image: ] Day 1. Visit of the old town with its many restaurants, shops and unusual places. If the occasion lends itself to it (depending on the weather and the season), don't miss the tasting of Geneva wines, such as chasselas or gamaret, or olive oil in one of the typical establishments of Geneva life in the Place du Bourg-de-Four.

Lunch at Café Papon or at the restaurant Les Armures. The lower streets and the district of the chocolate makers, the big confectioneries, the butcher's shop of Molard (rue du Marché) and its delicatessen. The Delicatessa and the Food Hall, with its wine bar, de Globus (rue du Rhône) are worth a visit, as well as the Davidoff shop (rue de la Rive), with its world-famous cigars, before arriving at the Halles de Rive, a covered market and a true culinary paradise for any gourmet or "budding chef".

For your evening, opt for a gastronomic cruise (from the end of May to the end of September) or a restaurant, also gastronomic, with a view of Geneva harbour.

[image: ] Day 2. The canton of Geneva is the3rd largest wine producer in Switzerland. If you are travelling by car, from the city centre, drive through the International Organisations area, pass the hotel school and take the direction of CERN to reach and follow the famous Geneva Vineyard Road. The other alternative to visit this part of the vineyard is by bike, or on foot, following the itinerary below: starting point Bourdigny-Choully, Peissy, Russin and Dardagny. Or you can follow the vineyard walk through the vineyards. In addition to the grape varieties Chasselas and Gamay, Geneva produces more and more Chardonnay, Müller Thurgau, Pinot Blanc, Aligoté, Sauvignon Blanc, Pinot Gris, Gamaret, Merlot, Garanoir, Cabernet Sauvignon and Cabernet Franc.

It should be noted that many free wine tastings are organised, mainly on Saturdays, by most winegrowers (see the addresses on the Geneva tourist office website).

To delight your taste buds, there are many addresses: the Café de Peney, the Café des Amis in Peissy or Philippe Chevrier's Domaine de Châteauvieux, a first-class gastronomic restaurant.

[image: ] Day 3. Market lovers will be spoilt for choice with a market every day of the week in different parts of the city. On Wednesdays or Saturdays, opt for the charming Carouge market. In any case, go to Carouge, at the end of your market tour, to visit the city, have lunch in one of the many cafés with summer terraces, and one of its chocolate makers (Philippe Pascoet, Chocolaterie de l'Arve, Martel...).

In the afternoon, return to the lake and take a seagull, one of the yellow water taxi boats, which will take you to the Pâquis landing stage for a pleasant afternoon tea on the terrace of the Hotel d'Angleterre.

In the evening, go to the "Vieux bois", the gastronomic restaurant of the Geneva Hotel School (visit of the school for groups of 20 people maximum, Monday to Friday from 8am to 6pm).

Thematic stay "economy and industry"

[image: ] Day 1. The fairs of the Middle Ages are at the origin of Geneva's economy. Visit the Island, the low streets with their squares designed for fairs and go up to the Bourg-de-Four, a forum and market place from ancient times to modern times. Take the opportunity to visit the Caran d'Ache store, the famous brand founded in 1924 by Arnold Schweitzer.

In the afternoon, visit the Patek Philippe Museum, housed in a building dating from the early 20th century. There you will find important collections of watches and enamels of Geneva, Swiss and European origin, from the 16th to the 20th century.

[image: ] Day 2. Visit to the Ariana Museum, the Swiss Museum of Ceramics and Glass, or to the Bruckner Foundation in Carouge for the promotion of ceramics. In the afternoon, travel along the Rhone and discover the Bâtiment des Forces Motrices (former hydroelectric power station, now an auditorium), thinking back to the time when all industry was located on the water's edge, with the curtain dam of the Pont de la Machine, which today houses the expoSIG space (Services Industriels de Genève, which manages drinking water and the Jet d'eau) and the Cité du Temps (Swatch Museum), before ending with the Halles de l'Ile, the former Geneva slaughterhouse transformed into a contemporary brewery.

[image: ] Day 3. Visit CERN and its Globe of Science and Innovation in Meyrin, or take a stroll in the "banking district" (Holland) where you will read the names of Lombard, Odier, Mirabaud and others, all of whom are renowned private bankers.

After lunch, complete your visit with the Museum of the Swiss in the World. This museum deals with all the socio-professional categories that have left Switzerland and left their mark on the world: merchants, bankers, engineers, craftsmen, artists, scientific researchers, explorers, missionaries, diplomats, correspondents, humanitarian delegates, adventurers.

If you are in a group, you can easily visit one of Geneva's many chocolate factories (chocolate factory of the Rhône, chocolate factory of the Arve, chocolate factory Micheli...)
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GENÈVE - Place Neuve with the statue of General Dufour.

© Séverine VULLIEZ
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Geneva In 20 Keywords




Do's and Don'ts


Do

[image: ] Be punctual. The Genevans always arrive on time for their appointments.

[image: ] Respect people's privacy. The Swiss are discreet and will never stop a personality in the street to ask for an autograph. This is also why celebrities choose to settle here.

[image: ] Tipping at restaurants and bars. It's not mandatory, but in general the Genevans do it.

[image: ] Drive slowly. Between Geneva and Lausanne, radars are installed every 5 km. And beware, GPS speed camera warnings are forbidden in Switzerland!

[image: ] Give priority to pedestrians, even if you have plenty of time to pass.

[image: ] Kiss a personthree times when you kiss them, not two.

[image: ] Sort your rubbish well and respect the official days for the deposit of rubbish.

Do not

[image: ] Throwing papers on the floor. The environment is everyone's business here.

[image: ] Taking a newspaper out of a box without paying for it. They're self-service, but there's a slot on the side for paying. It's mandatory

[image: ] Cross when the man is red and out of the pedestrian crossing. You'll risk setting off an avalanche of horns!

[image: ] Be arrogant. It's not in Swiss culture and it's frowned upon.

[image: ] Imitate the Geneva accent in the street.

[image: ] Trying to negotiate fines with the police. Nor haggle over the price of vegetables at the market. And when you're asked to pay, do it immediately.







Militia Army

You will surely encounter many people in grey-green uniforms, especially on trains. The Swiss army is a militia army, where civilians are trained to participate in military missions in addition to their professional activities. Thus, all men between the ages of 18 and 34 (42 years old for officers) must do their military service. After 4 months in a recruit school, they regularly attend rehearsal classes for 2 to 3 weeks. On stand-by 24 hours a day, they keep their weapons and some "pocket ammunition" (in sealed boxes) at home. It is also a compulsory step to become a Swiss guard in the Vatican. Please note that there are more and more persons exempted "for medical reasons" and that it is possible to perform a civilian service for "moral reasons", but for longer periods of time. Those who do neither military service nor civil protection must pay 3% of their taxable income until they are 34 years old.



Banks

Switzerland has remained away from major world conflicts thanks to its status of neutrality, After the Second World War, as the financial apparatus has not been affected, Switzerland became a financial centre of international importance. The famous bank secrecy, which prevents bankers from providing anyone with a client's identity or statement of account, formally registered in the law in 1934, was lifted for the first time in 1996, in order to clarify the case of Jewish funds deposited in Switzerland during the Second World War. The fight against trafficking and money laundering and the global financial crisis are questioning today this principle of secrecy and its implementations.



Laundry

In the basement or on the top floor of most buildings in Geneva, a laundry room is accessible to all tenants. Next-door neighbours, therefore, hang-dry their clothes together. Each flat is entitled to half a day or one day per week or every fortnight. The excuse of having to wash clothes and thus the need to leave work earlier or to leave someone is often used and people are very understanding!



Calvin

C’est à Genève que l’homme de lettres français Jean Calvin aida Guillaume Farel à consolider la Réforme protestante, dès 1536. Ici, son action embrassa les domaines de la religion, de la culture, mais aussi de l’économie et de la politique. En effet, en dehors de son activité de prêche, l’auteur de L’Institution de la religion chrétienne rédigea les Édits civils de 1543, qui servirent de constitution à la République de Genève, et composa les Ordonnances ecclésiastiques. Aujourd’hui, cette figure centrale de l’histoire de la ville compose, avec les statues de Guillaume Farel, Théodore de Bèze et John Knox, le Mur des Réformateurs, situé au cœur du parc des Bastions.



Cardon

Cardoon ribs, also known as cardes,, are a traditional Christmas Eve dish in Geneva, Lyon and Provence, when they are sautéed or in gratin. They taste like artichokes and the dish was already well known to the Greeks and Romans, who converted the original wild plant to a vegetable plant adapted to the different zones of production. The canton of Geneva is the only region in Switzerland to cultivate the silver prickly cardoon which is one of the many varieties of cardoon to have obtained an AOC (Controlled designation of origin) in 2003.



CERN

This acronym designates the Centre Européen pour la Recherche Nucléaire (European Centre for Nuclear Research), including the Particles Physics Laboratory, which is close to Geneva, in the municipality of Meyrin. This centre houses the Large Hadron Collider (LHC), which is a gigantic particle accelerator – 27 km long, buried 100 m below ground level on the Franco-Swiss border – operational in 2008 and allowing physicists around the world to study the smallest known particles. In 2012, the hypothesis of Higgs boson was successfully tested. A discovery that would revolutionize our understanding of the world and its origins!



Chocolate


[image: ]

GENÈVE - Assortment of chocolates in a Geneva confectioner's shop.

© assalve – iStockphoto.com



In the seventeenth century, chocolate, which was then consumed as a drink, was subject to controversy: was it ethical to consume it? Did it have aphrodisiac virtues? Chocolate which can "be chewed" was created only since the second half of the 19th century in Italy, but the Swiss were the ones who had the idea of adding hazelnuts to it. Among the brands that have survived, the oldest one is that of François-Louis Cailler, who opened one of the first mechanical chocolate factories in Corsier-sur-Vevey in 1819. In 1829, Philippe Suchard opened a chocolate factory in Serrières (canton of Neuchâtel). The following year, Charles-Amédée Kohler did the same thing in Lausanne. As for milk chocolate, it appeared in 1875 in Vevey, thanks to the chocolate maker Daniel Peter. The success of the Gala Peter was such that, in the 1880s, the entire profession adopted his process, which contributed significantly to the reputation of Swiss chocolate.



Geneva Airport

The locality of Cointrin which is situated in the municipality of Meyrin, has the second largest airport in Switzerland, after Zurich Airport. Geneva airport is the culmination of a long tradition in the airline industry of Cointrin. Indeed, it was in 1920 that the first much-needed airfield in Geneva was built in this locality because it was then the headquarters of the League of Nations (SDN). In the 1990s, the airport became an autonomous public-law institution. Over time, the airport's location in Cointrin has contributed to the development of a whole range of services connected to its operation, such as a large shopping mall, hotels, three international business centres, a large exhibition centre (Palexpo), a multipurpose hall (Arena) and a bypass motorway to Lausanne and neighbouring France.



Canton

Three-quarters of the city's inhabitants actually live in the vicinity of Geneva, divided into 45 communes. This division is due to the fragmentation that Geneva has experienced throughout its history. Indeed, in order to be admitted to the Confederation at the beginning of the 19th century, Geneva had to fulfil one condition: expanding itself by opening up to other regions. Thus, in 1815, France gave 7 municipalities to Geneva, and to the kingdom of Piedmont-Sardinia, 24 municipalities of the Duchy of Savoy, one year later, including Carouge. In the mid-19th century, the number of divisions of municipalities increased.



Intermission

In the middle of a race-chase or emotional reunion of the heroes of a film, the screen goes out, the curtain closes and the blinding lights come back. It is the cinema's intermission. It is surprising the first time but you will quickly realize that you can stretch your legs, buy an ice cream and share some impressions before knowing the end of the story. Large complexes (which contributed to the closure of the independent rooms) have recently eliminated this tradition which sharply divides the Genevans.



Climbing

This festival celebrated each year on December 12th, commemorates the victory of Geneva over the troops of the Duke of Savoy Charles-Emmanuel the 1st. In fact, on the night of December 11th to 12th 1602, he launched a violent attack to seize the city, which began with the climbing of its ramparts. The names of two female Genevan fighters would become famous. The first is the Lady Royaume, who threw a hot soup pot on an assailant. Since then, this pot has been resurrected in chocolate and filled with marzipan vegetables every year. The second is Lady Piaget who resisted by piling up the heaviest pieces of furniture in her house in front of her door.



Watch-making
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GENÈVE - Detail of a watch mechanism.
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Geneva is undoubtedly the world capital of luxury watchmaking. Several monuments, such as the Flowered Clock, the Malbuisson Chime and the Solar and Laser Clock, as well as museums such as the Patek Philippe Museum, some of the manufacturers and the famous International Fine Watchmaking Exhibition, are here as reminders. The beginnings of this long tradition date back to the mid-16th century, when the reformer Jean Calvin, while condemning the wearing of ornamental objects, encouraged the development of another art: the art of watchmaking. Despite the departure of many watchmakers in the Jura Arc as from the beginning of the following century, Geneva remained associated with the latest technological and aesthetic innovations in the field.



Water jet

From the Geneva shores of Lake Geneva, you can admire the famous 140-metre water jet, which celebrated its 120th anniversary in 2011. Before being elevated to one of the city's strong symbols, it was used as a safety valve in case of water over-pressure during the production of the Coulouvrenière hydraulic plant on Rhone when the craftsmen stopped working at night and on weekends. It was then 30 m long. Soon it became the favourite distraction of the factory workers and tourists, and in 1891 the Administrative Council of the City decided to move it at the end of the Eaux-Vives pier so that everyone could see it. Since 1951, the water jet has been operating with an autonomous pumping station, using the water of the lake, under the responsibility of GIS.



Longeole

This pork sausage flavoured with fennel or cumin is an integral part of Geneva's culinary tradition. In 2009, the Federal Office for Agriculture (FOAG) even granted it a protected geographical indication (PGI). Thus, to be called longeole, this sausage made of pork shoulder and rind must necessarily be made in the canton of Geneva and in a precise way.



Medicine

Geneva is one of Switzerland's main research and innovation centres, particularly in the medical field, thanks to the HUG (University Hospitals of Geneva) which work in close collaboration with the Faculty of Medicine of the University of Geneva. The results of this collaboration – sensitive in many medical disciplines – appear regularly in scientific publications.



International organisations
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More than any other city with the same number of inhabitants, Geneva is outstanding by its international reputation. It hosts some twenty international organisations and, with New York, it is the world's first meeting and conference centre, mainly thanks to the presence of the United Nations (UN). The fields of trade, human rights, environment, education, health, peace-keeping, intellectual property, meteorology, labour and telecommunications are also represented by an organisation.



Park

The city of Geneva is also a city of parks: it has around 50 parks which are scattered over 310 hectares of parks – 428,000 plants including 40,000 roses and 40,000 trees. Most of these are former private estates, bequeathed over time to the City and having become public. They have multiple roles. Besides the undeniable social, aesthetic and climatic roles they fulfil, some parks like the Conservatory and Botanical Gardens, La Grange Park and Bois-de-la-Bâtie, will allow you to discover the great variety of local fauna and flora.



Rousseau

In 2012, Geneva celebrated the 300th anniversary of the birth of this musician, philosopher and writer, who is notably the author of Confessions, of Emile, Contrat social and of Julie ou la Nouvelle Héloïse. Although he travelled through Switzerland, France and Italy, it was in Geneva that he spent the first sixteen years of his life which was marked by an apprenticeship as an engraver with Abel Ducommun. The bucolic Rousseau Island in the middle of the city pays tribute to him.



Tramway

Geneva Public Transport (TPG) is an integral part of Geneva's life. The numerous occurrences of these terms, trams, Mouettes (small boats crossing the shores of Lake Geneva) trolleybus and bus in a conversation prove it. By 1900, Geneva already had a network of more than ninety kilometres of trams, including electric and steam-powered trams, but also horse-drawn wagons. This network was then managed by CGTE, the ancestor of TPG, an autonomous public authority founded in 1977. Today, TPGs are equipped with 7 tram lines and about 50 bus lines, serving the city and its surroundings, and in 2012, it celebrated the 70th anniversary of trolleybuses and the 150th anniversary of tramways.



Vineyard

With its 1400 hectares of vineyards, Geneva is the third wine canton in Switzerland. This tradition, which Romans initiated in Geneva, was however threatened at the end of the 19th century by the competition with French wines which arrived in Geneva by railways. Fortunately, the twenty or so vines in Geneva and its surroundings will continue to delight your taste buds, like Chasselas, Muscat and Pinot Noir, and new varieties such as Gamaret and Garanoir, while organic wine develops strongly in the canton. Every year, the agency for the promotion of agricultural products in Geneva (OPAGE) organises a party called Caves Ouvertes, to promote the wines of Geneva.



Overview Of Geneva
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GENÈVE - Junction district on the banks of the Rhône.
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Geography

The canton of Geneva belongs to the Plateau, or Middle Country, and is located in the extreme southwest of Switzerland and Lake Geneva. The canton is established in a basin, framed by mountains (the Voirons, the Salève, the Môle, the Vuache and the Jura massif) which are all on French territory. Geneva, the second most populated city in Switzerland, belongs to the canton of the same name, the smallest in Switzerland, with its 282 km² divided into 45 communes. Of these communes, 10 are cities, since they have more than 10,000 inhabitants. The Rhone and the Arve are the main rivers that cross the city of Geneva, culminating at 373m.

A border canton

canton of Geneva is surrounded by borders. To the north is the border with the department of Ain. To the south, the one with the department of Haute-Savoie. The shores of Lake Geneva lead to the canton of Vaud, once past the commune of Versoix. The Geneva borders are 107.5 km long, 103 km of which are with France and only 4.5 km with the canton of Vaud.

Lake Geneva

by the majestic chain of the Alps and the Jura, and punctuated by luxury villas and hotels on its shores, Lake Geneva is not lacking in chic. Covering an area of over 580 km² and 72 km long, it is one of the largest lakes in Europe and has the particularity of being Franco-Swiss. The north shore and both ends of the crescent are Swiss, while the south shore belongs to France. The border passes through the middle of the lake for about 50 kilometres before cutting the town of Saint-Gingolph in two. Lake Geneva is thought to have been formed when the Rhone glacier retreated about 15,000 years ago. Numerous rivers flow into it, the most important being the Rhone, which crosses it from east to west. Its width varies between 2.5 and 14 km and its maximum depth reaches 310 m, but the water level can lose or gain from 60 cm to 1.50 m in less than half an hour. This is due to variations in atmospheric pressure, known as cuttlefish.



Climate

In Geneva, as on the entire Swiss Plateau, it is neither too hot nor too cold, and it rains relatively little. Temperatures vary between -5°C in winter and +30°C in summer. Two winds blow over the Lake Geneva region: the foehn, a strong, hot and dry wind, which originates in the Alps and causes rapid snowmelt in the spring. And the bise, a cold and generally dry north wind, originating in northeastern Europe and blowing across the Swiss Plateau to the south of the Massif Central in France. Much stronger in Geneva than in Lausanne, it is then called the black kiss. Present in all seasons, the kiss is however stronger in autumn and winter, accompanied by heavy black clouds, showers or giboulées. One city, however, escapes it: Montreux. Protected by a mountainous circle that blocks the winds, it benefits from a microclimate that allows palm and banana trees to grow. Finally, Lake Geneva is unfortunately often covered by thick fog. This is called stratus, a low cloud that forms with the humid air of the lake.



Environment – ecology

The protection of the environment is one of the major objectives of Geneva's policy. And the inhabitants do not joke about recycling their waste. The French "packaging" bin, in which plastic bottles, cardboard boxes and cans are happily mixed, is divided into three different containers in Switzerland. Yoghurt labels are even pre-cut, so that they can be thrown away with the paper, and the jar in the general waste bin. Thanks to these actions, Geneva, and more broadly Switzerland, are champions in recycling.



Fauna and flora

A lake full of fish

About thirty species of fish swim and hide in the plants – there are no algae – of Lake Geneva. About half of them are endemic, the others have been introduced. Among the most heavily fished are the féra (or whitefish), perch (which almost disappeared in the 1980s due to overfishing, but is now proliferating again), pike (the largest on Lake Geneva and increasing sharply since the 1990s), lake trout and arctic char. It should be noted that the American crayfish, mistakenly released into the lake in the 1980s, has adapted perfectly.

Waterfowl stopover

Situated on the migration corridor between the Alps and the Jura, Lake Geneva is an ideal stopover for water birds. For some, the stopover is brief, but others spend the whole winter there. In fact, it is during this season that you can see a wide variety of ducks. Among the 148 species of birds, some of which have come from Scandinavia or Siberia, are the great cormorant, grey heron, crested grebe, tufted duck, tufted duck, and black-headed duck and black-headed gull.



History
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GENÈVE - The Tour de l'Ile, the only remaining part of a castle built in the 13th century by Aymon de Grandson to protect Geneva from possible aggressors.
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Chronology

[image: ] 4000 BC > The first inhabitants settle on the shores of Lake Geneva.

[image: ] 58 BC > Julius Caesar stops the Helvetians' march towards Gaul.

[image: ] 443 > Geneva is the first capital of the Burgundian kingdom.

[image: ] 1032 > Geneva is attached to the Holy Roman Empire.

[image: ] 1260 > Construction of the halls and development of fairs in Geneva.

[image: ] 1526 > Combourgeoisie between Geneva, Bern and Fribourg.

[image: ] 1536 > Adoption of the Reformation by the General Council.

[image: ] 1559 > Foundation of the Academy of Geneva.

[image: ] 1584 > Combourgeoisie between Geneva, Bern and Zurich.

[image: ] 1602 > Charles-Emmanuel I's attempt to climb Geneva fails.

[image: ] 1603 > Recognition of the independence of the Republic.

[image: ] 1616 > Plague epidemic.

[image: ] 1652 > The last " witch ", Michée Chauderon, is burned in Geneva

[image: ] 1685 > Revocation of the Edict of Nantes.

[image: ] 1712 > Birth of Jean-Jacques Rousseau.

[image: ] 1754 > Treaty of Turin

[image: ] 1755 > Voltaire settles in Les Délices, an estate located in the Saint-Jean district

[image: ] 1757 > Geneva article of Diderot and d'Alembert'sEncyclopedia .

[image: ] 1782 > Revolution. Intervention of Bern, France and Sardinia.

[image: ] 1789 > Death of Jean-Etienne Liotard, a Geneva painter known for his pastels.

[image: ] 1792 > Installation of provisional committees.

[image: ] 1798 > Geneva is annexed to France.

[image: ] 1814 > The Diet votes the entry of Geneva into the Swiss Confederation

[image: ] 1857 > Creation of the Geneva Stock Exchange.

[image: ] 1864 > Foundation of the Red Cross.

[image: ] 1891 > Inauguration of the water jet.

[image: ] 1901 > First Nobel Peace Prize awarded to Henri Dunant.

[image: ] 1907 > Separation of Church and State.

[image: ] 1919 > Geneva is chosen as the headquarters of the League of Nations.

[image: ] 1932 > Demonstration and shooting at Plainpalais.

[image: ] 1946 > Geneva becomes the European headquarters of the United Nations.

[image: ] 1960 > Adoption of women's suffrage.

[image: ] 2012 > Rémy Pagani, Ensemble à Gauche, is elected mayor of Geneva

[image: ] 2013 > Ueli Maurer is elected new president of the Confederation.

[image: ] 2014 > Switzerland commits itself to the automatic exchange of banking information.

[image: ] 2015 > Bicentenary of Geneva's entry into the Confederation.

[image: ] 2016 > 500th anniversary of Luther's Reformation

[image: ] 2017 > Bicentenary of the creation of the Botanical Garden of Geneva



From the origins up to the present day

The first inhabitants

The oldest traces of human presence in the area of present-day Geneva are bones and stone objects found near the commune of Veyrier, not far from Le Salève. These clues make it possible to date the presence of man in this region to twelve or ten thousand years before Christ. New clues of human occupation are those left from 4,000 to 3,500 B.C. by peoples grouped together under the name of Lacustres, who built villages on the shores of Lake Geneva. Here, they developed agriculture, while at the same time practising livestock farming, weaving and the art of pottery. However, these peoples were forced to leave the region from the 9th century BC, when climate change caused major floods. Furthermore, excavations carried out since 1987 in the Temple of St. Gervais have shown that the shores of the lake were not the only place suitable for human occupation 4,000 BC.

Roman Geneva

The presence of the Celtic population of the Allobroges on the Geneva territory is attested as early as the5th century BC. When the Allobroges fell under Roman domination, the Helvetian territory, located on the other side of the Rhône, was threatened by other peoples seeking to settle on the Swiss Plateau. In 58 BC, the Helvetians therefore decided to leave their territory and move to south-eastern Gaul. They tried to cross the bridge over the island, located on Roman territory, but Julius Caesar stopped them. This episode is recounted at the beginning of the Commentaries on the Gallic Wars. It is the first mention of the Latin term Genua (Geneva), meaning "the mouth", in a historical document. Now subject to the fate of the Roman Empire, Geneva had to face the threats of the Alamanni and Germans in the 3rd century AD. During the 4th century, it became the capital of a diocese, and gradually adopted Christianity as the state religion. A century later, it had to accept the settlement by alliance of the Burgundians on its soil.

From the feudal regime to the formation of the Commune

Faced with the collapse of the Roman Empire and then the Carolingian Empire, one figure of stability and protection remains: the Bishop of Geneva. The bishop, true master and lord of the city, combines religious and political powers. However, from the 12th century onwards, his status attracted the covetousness of the counts, who succeeded, like Aymon I, in usurping property and rights belonging to the Church. Conflicts between counts and bishops ended in 1219 with the Treaty of Desingy, which consecrated the vassalage of the counts of Geneva to the bishop. But another rivalry, this time between the Counts of Geneva and those of Savoy, would replace the previous one to leave a lasting mark on the history of the 13th and 14th centuries in Geneva. This rivalry led, from 1424 onwards, to the House of Geneva being replaced by the House of Savoy in most of the territories between the Arve and the Aare rivers. The Counts of Savoy also established a firm foothold in Geneva by winning the office of vidomne, a civil servant responsible for judging trials and conducting criminal cases, over the bishop in 1290. But the event that will most lastingly mark medieval Geneva is the birth of the Commune, a sworn association of craftsmen and merchants. This was a late birth, dating back to 1263. Initially, the Commune was supported by the Counts of Savoy, who also wished to weaken the powers of the bishop. In 1308, the Commune was recognised, had the right to appoint representatives (trustees or public prosecutors) and the bishop joined in. Parallel to this development, Western Europe experienced a crisis of famine, plague epidemics and wars. While the European climate is in recession, Geneva is an exception, thanks to the fairs, which make the city one of the main places for the exchange of goods in Europe. At the beginning of the 15th century, they began to decline.

The combourgeoisies and the Protestant Reformation

Between the last third of the 15th century and the first third of the 16th century, Geneva opened up to the Swiss. In 1477, the first official act of rapprochement is signed. This treaty of temporary combourgeoisie and mutual assistance united Geneva with the cities of Bern and Fribourg. The threat of an annexation of Geneva to Savoy provided a second opportunity for the Swiss cantons to draw closer to Geneva. Indeed, while a spirit of resistance and patriotism is forming in Geneva, embodied in particular by Philibert Berthelier, the case of Geneva is attracting the sympathy of the canton of Fribourg. A combourgeoisie with the latter was accepted by the General Council in 1519. The combourgeoisie of 1526, combining the cantons of Geneva, Bern and Fribourg, would definitively prevent the idea of an annexation of Geneva to Savoy. This triumph of the Swiss cause also led to profound changes in Geneva's domestic policy, notably through the creation of the Council of Two Hundred, the forerunner of the Grand Council. Parallel to these events, the first stage of Geneva's rallying to the Protestant Reformation was taking place, which in fact took place much later than in the other cities of the Swiss Plateau. German merchants, pastors and Bernese allies began to spread the ideas of Luther and Zwingli as early as 1525. As early as 1532, public clashes between supporters and opponents of the new ideas are documented. Then, from 1534 to 1536, the majority of the population and of the Geneva Councils adhered to the new faith, a fact which marked the beginning of a real Catholic exodus. Calvin, who was the leading figure of the Geneva Reformation, made a first visit to Geneva from 1536 to 1538, then returned there in 1541 to undertake the reorganisation of the Church, on the model of the Reformed Church of Strasbourg, of the legal and political orders, by drafting ordinances and edicts, but also of the teaching. The reorganisation of the latter field was ensured by the foundation of the College and Academy of Geneva in 1559, providing for a complete school system from childhood to entry into professional life, placed under the aegis of the Church.

From the reappearance of the Savoyard threat to the Refuges

Duke Emmanuel-Philibert had completely reconstituted the Savoyard state in 1559. His son, Charles-Emmanuel, will start again, as soon as he arrives in 1580, the assaults against Geneva. They pushed the Genevans to the brink of collapse, and in 1589 they took the initiative of a war, helped by French and Bernese reinforcements. They achieved a series of victories, the latest being the Escalade, a night attack by Charles-Emmanuel's troops on 11 December 1602. Following this defeat, the Duke recognised the independence of Geneva in 1603 in the Treaty of Saint-Julien.

During the second half of the 17th century, which corresponds to the first persecutions of the followers of the new faith in France, Italy and England, Geneva became a land of welcome. Thus, the First Refuge began as early as 1542. The revocation of the Edict of Nantes in 1685, which forced into exile those who did not want to abjure, marked the beginning of the Second Refuge. Thus, thousands of refugees arrived in Geneva, where they quickly found employment, most of them being craftsmen and merchants. Their know-how would contribute to the development of certain key sectors of the Geneva economy, such as watchmaking and banking.

The Geneva of the Enlightenment

The Geneva economy of the 18th century was prosperous, thanks to the development of the watchmaking, jewellery and goldsmithing trades, grouped together under the name Fabrique. Thus, small craftsmen's workshops were set up on the outskirts of Saint-Gervais. The painted canvas industry, the second most important after the Fabrique, is structured in large factories. Alongside this economic influence, Geneva also shone from a cultural point of view, from the beginning of the 18th century. In this sense, Jean-Robert Chouet and Jean-Alphonse Turrettini made their mark. The former in fact contributed to the creation of the Chairs of Mathematics and Natural Law at the Geneva Academy, while at the same time introducing experiments in his science and philosophy courses. His work thus marked the starting point of a true Geneva scientific tradition, which the philosopher and physicist Horace-Bénédict de Saussure, a pioneer in the study of mountains, and the naturalist Charles Bonnet would continue. As for the professor of theology Jean-Alphonse Turrettini, he inaugurated a more tolerant doctrine with regard to divergences in the interpretation of religious texts.

Geneva was also, during the 18th century, a breeding ground for political unrest, linked to the rights enjoyed by the Genevans of the Ancien Régime. Thus, in 1707, a revolt of the bourgeoisie against the political powers of the aristocracy took place. In 1734, new unrest broke out, linked to the collection of new taxes to finance the repair of the city's fortifications. Finally, the citizen of Geneva Jean-Jacques Rousseau will be one of the causes of a quarrel between the bourgeoisie and the aristocracy in 1762. It was on this date, in fact, that the Petit Conseil condemned theEmile and Le Contrat Social to be burned in front of the Town Hall, on the pretext that they tended to destroy religion and all forms of government. From then on, a battle ensued between the Representatives, the citizens supporting Rousseau and the Negatives, the ruling aristocracy. In order to preserve it, the latter would call upon the French, Sardinian and Bernese armies, which laid siege to Geneva in 1782.

The Canton of Geneva

Following the French Revolution of 1789, Geneva was occupied militarily in 1798. Thus, the Old Regime was replaced by the Helvetic Republic, and democratic but centralizing institutions were created. However, the Protestant Church, the College and Academy of Geneva continued to exist without French interference. The annexation of Geneva to France was short-lived. The French garrison was evacuated by the Austrian General Bubna, and independence was proclaimed on1 January 1814. From then on, the government's next objective was to transform Geneva into a Swiss canton. In order to be admitted into the Confederation, the other cantons then asked Geneva to expand, to allow for contiguity with Switzerland. France and Sardinia, after long talks, ceded some territories. On the other hand, Switzerland asked Geneva to adopt a conservative constitution. This was passed in 1814. A year later, the final treaty stipulating Geneva's entry into the Confederation was signed.

The 1840s were marked by far-reaching political changes. Like most Swiss cantons, which liberalised their constitutions by proclaiming universal suffrage, the Association du Trois Mars, comprising liberals and a left wing led by James Fazy, was founded in Geneva. Their actions will lead to a new constitution in 1842, including the adoption of universal suffrage. It was also at this time that the City of Geneva became an independent commune. However, James Fazy and his collaborators were not yet satisfied, since the Grand Council of Geneva and the Council of State had a conservative majority. Their political use of a major event in Swiss history would enable them to gain power. Indeed, Switzerland is divided by two currents. One is led by radicals, mostly Protestants, who wish to transform the country into a democratic state, the other by conservatives, with a majority of Catholics, who support tradition. In 1845, seven Catholic cantons joined forces. While the radicals wanted the dissolution of this alliance, the Geneva authorities forbade the Geneva deputation to the Federal Diet to vote for its dissolution. From then on, the radicals used this argument to win popular opinion. After an uprising, the Council of State resigned, and a new Geneva constitution, the principles of which are still in force today, came into being in 1847.

Neutral Switzerland

In 1858, Geneva opened up to the railways and, consequently, to tourism. At the same time, Geneva became the cradle of humanitarian law, thanks to the foundation in 1863, under the aegis of Henri Dunant, of the International Committee of the Red Cross. In 1920, Geneva became the seat of the League of Nations, as well as that of the International Labour Office (ILO). In the fields of culture and science, Geneva also experienced considerable growth in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. Thus, between 1876 and 1915, the University welcomed two new faculties, that of Medicine and Economic and Social Sciences.

On the very day of the Armistice, 11 November 1918, Switzerland's most extremist socialist leaders launched a general strike, which was followed mainly by railway workers and PTT employees. The strike, despite its failure, led to the introduction of the 48-hour week and old-age insurance (only implemented in 1947). The Treaty of Versailles, at the end of the war, recognises Switzerland's perpetual neutrality in exchange for giving up the right to occupy Savoy in the event of conflict. The First World War created a gulf between the Swiss Germans, who were in favour of a German victory, and the French-speaking Swiss, who wanted France and its allies to win.

From the 1950s to the 1990s

After the difficult years of economic crisis and war, the prosperity of the 1950s to 1975 transformed the lives of Genevans: cars, leisure activities, television, supermarkets, etc. The post-war period in Switzerland was also characterised by a desire to strengthen social welfare for the people. In 1946, old-age and survivors' insurance was established, guaranteeing a pension for everyone, and it was reinforced in 1972 by the three-pillar system: social, occupational and individual providence. In 1959, when the new Federal Council was elected, a new distribution, known as the "magic formula", was introduced: two seats in the Radical Party, the Christian Democratic Party and the Socialist Party; and one seat in the Agrarian Party, now the Democratic Union of the Centre (SVP). In international relations, Switzerland has long maintained its place outside the UN and NATO, and claims strict neutrality. It became a member of the Council of Europe in 1963 and of the European Free Trade Association in 1960, created as a counterweight to the original EEC. As communism collapses, Switzerland faces a serious economic crisis: unemployment rises to over 6%. Despite the turmoil, Swiss savings are substantial, the country has a robust industry and banking facilities are extensive. In December 1992, the Swiss people refuse to join the European Economic Area (EEA). In this vote, which was decisive for the future of Switzerland and the European Union, the populist party of billionaire Christoph Blocher, the SVP, gained ground. The no vote on the EEA was an opportunity for the Swiss to reiterate their view that the European Union is incompatible with their direct democracy and with certain key sectors of their economy. However, negotiations with Brussels are continuing.

The 2000s

A new milestone was reached on 20 May 2000: 67.5% of the Swiss accept bilateral agreements, allowing, among other things, the free movement of persons within the 15 European countries. In 2002, Switzerland joined the UN. In 2010-2011, Switzerland is involved in a series of tax evasion cases involving American clients of the Swiss bank UBS, followed by French clients, some of whom are denounced by a former employee of a Geneva subsidiary of the British bank HSBC, and finally by Italians and Germans. Under pressure from foreign governments, Switzerland is keeping a low profile and banking secrecy is shrinking like a sore thumb. Switzerland also has to contend with a strong franc, which is making it less and less competitive. Today, most analysts say that the historically neutral country must now reinvent itself to break out of its isolation. It must reinvent itself and increase its productivity, which will undoubtedly involve reforms. Since 2015, however, it remains in the top 20 countries in terms of the world economy (19th place). And its growth will accelerate in 2016. In terms of trade and international exchanges, it remains one of the most open countries (120% of GDP).



Politics and economy
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Politics

The organisation of power in Switzerland is based on a federal system, consisting of 26 cantons, which are themselves subdivided into communes and where the Federal Constitution confers sovereignty on the people. The canton of Geneva is the 22nd canton to join the confederation on 19 May 1815. Since the birth of this system, in 1848, the ideas of political organisation have been based on two pillars which, at first sight, seem contradictory: a liberal political system, favouring both individual and economic freedoms, and a system of solidarity for the integration of all citizens, from all political and social currents, within the community. Political life is therefore structured on three levels: the Confederation, the cantons and the communes. The cantons and communes have a great deal of autonomy and can decide how certain areas, such as taxation, should be run. The cantons participate in the decisions of Switzerland as a whole. It should not be forgotten that Switzerland has the particularity of having four language regions and that federalism seems to be the solution for good national cohesion.



State structure

The Federal Government

The federal government has well-defined powers, for example in the military or in foreign policy. It is headed by seven persons elected by Parliament (the Federal Assembly) for an indefinite period of time. Decisions are taken collegially, consensus being more important than political alliances. It is a system of concordance. Indeed, there is a separation of powers between the legislature (the Federal Assembly), the executive (the Federal Council) and the judiciary (the Federal Courts).

The Federal Assembly or Parliament (legislative power)

The Federal Assembly consists of two chambers: the National Council and the Council of States. These two chambers have the same competences and the Swiss system is therefore referred to as perfect bicameralism. Each Council must elect one of its members to the presidency, another to the first vice-presidency and a third to the second vice-presidency for a period of one year.

The National Council represents the people. It is composed of 200 national councillors (deputies) elected by proportional suffrage every four years. Each canton constitutes an electoral constituency that elects at least one deputy, even if its population is below the national average (currently 36,000 for one seat).

The Council of States represents the cantons. It consists of 46 Councillors of State, two from each of the 20 cantons and one from each of the six former half-cantons. The method of appointing the councillors is determined by the legislation of each canton.

The Federal Council (executive power)

The executive power is represented by the Federal Council, made up of 7 members (the Federal Councillors), elected for 4 years by the Federal Assembly, which as a rule re-elects outgoing candidates if they wish to continue in office. Each Federal Councillor presides over one of the seven federal departments corresponding to the French ministries.

[image: ] Thepresidency of the FederalCouncil is held by the President of the Confederation, who is also elected by the Federal Assembly for one year. His role is mainly symbolic and media-related. Traditionally, the Federal Councillors take it in turns to assume the duties of President, depending on seniority.

The Federal Courts (Judiciary)

The Federal Supreme Court, with its seat in Lausanne, is the supreme judicial authority of the Confederation. It is accompanied by the Federal Criminal Court and the Federal Administrative Court. In addition, each canton has its own judicial system, whose courts as a rule rule rule on all matters.

At the cantonal level

The 26 cantons each have their own constitution, parliament, government and courts.

[image: ] The Constitution may be amended if the people so request. A number of areas are managed solely at the cantonal level, such as education (except for federal schools and universities), health, social welfare, the organisation of justice, the police, transport and taxes and duties. Thus, a teacher trained in the canton of Geneva cannot work in the canton of Vaud. Only the defence, customs, foreign affairs and major infrastructures such as railways and motorway construction are hardly delegated to the government.

[image: ] Parliament, known as the Grand Council, is made up of 100 deputies

[image: ] The Government, known as the Council of State, is made up of 8 members, bearing the title of conseillers d'Etat and elected for 4 years

Communal powers

As is the case for the cantons vis-à-vis the federal state, the Geneva communes delegate only certain prerogatives to the canton of Geneva. Each commune decides, for example, on the amount of taxes and duties that apply to its residents.

[image: ] Legislative power is attributed to the Municipal Council. Its main tasks are the acceptance of the budget and the accounts as well as the control of the management of the commune. In the City of Geneva, this Council has 80 members.

[image: ] Executive power is exercised by the Administrative Council, composed of 5 members for the City of Geneva (3 for the communes) and elected for 4 years. Each year, one member of this Council is elected Mayor of the City.




Direct democracy


The special feature of the Swiss political system is direct, or rather semi-direct, democracy. Thus, citizens are called upon to vote every three months or so on specific subjects, such as a new law on immigration, social benefits, etc. The Swiss government has a system of direct democracy, or rather semi-direct democracy. The decrees are usually made by elected representatives, but anyone has the right to contradict these decisions and to call a popular referendum. In Switzerland, citizens have two instruments at their disposal which enable them to act on an act decided by the State: the referendum, which may be optional or compulsory, and the popular initiative, which is the right of a fraction of the electorate to initiate a procedure for the adoption, revision or abrogation of a constitutional provision.

An optional referendum allows a law passed by the Federal Assembly to be debated. For this purpose, 50,000 signatures must be collected within a period of 100 days. Compulsory referendums, on the other hand, necessarily require popular consultation in the cases provided for in the Federal Constitution. It requires a double majority of the population and the cantons. Such initiatives are frequently rejected because they fail to obtain a majority of the votes of the citizens and the cantonal administration.








A militia system

This militia system is unique to Switzerland and reflects the willingness of citizens to accept public office in order to serve the community. It is a tradition that is deeply rooted in the country. Its best known manifestation is the army, followed by politics. Not all members of the Federal Assembly exercise their mandate as a profession, but in addition to their professional activity. They do not therefore receive a salary but an allowance. The advantages: the absence of political clans, proximity to the population and greater diversity among the leaders. It is also one of the cheapest parliamentary systems in the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD). The system also has some disadvantages, such as higher absenteeism and difficulties in combining professional activity with political investment.






Parties

Government Parties

There are many political parties in Switzerland, but a distinction must be made between government parties and those operating at the cantonal level, or even temporary parties created during a vote (ballot). The government parties are the Socialist Party (SP), the Christian Democratic Party (CVP), the Radical Democratic Party (RDP) and the Democratic Union of the Centre (UDC), which together account for about 80 per cent of the electorate. These parties are all small and there is no real opposition force in Switzerland.

A successful year for the MCG

The Mouvement Citoyens Genevois is a populist political party in the canton of Geneva which, since its creation in 2005, has enjoyed a success that many Genevans consider worrying. The party's discourse demands that Genevaers be given priority in terms of jobs, while denying all xenophobia and belonging to the left or the right. However, critics of the MCG consider it to be extreme right-wing, pointing out that it is totally inept to establish a direct link between the rate of frontier workers in Geneva and the unemployment rate in the canton. 2011 is unquestionably the year of success for the MCG. Indeed, the party is the big winner in the communal legislative elections, placing 73 elected representatives in 16 communes, compared to 12 elected representatives in 3 communes in the previous elections in 2007. In 2013, the MCG is much talked about with its posters with violent statements against border residents: "The enemies of the Genevans. Border crossers enough". A campaign led by the famous Eric Stauffer known to the public for his defamatory words. In 2016, the initiative launched by the Movement against the border fund system will not go before the people. The canton of Geneva transfers the border funds to the neighbouring departments and is used by the French communes to improve infrastructure and mobility.



Economy

Resolutely open to the outside world, the Geneva economy, like the national economy, is doing well, despite the financial crisis of 2009. The lack of natural resources does not prevent the Swiss economy from being among the most efficient in the world. The sectors of industry, watchmaking, finance and pharmaceuticals play an important role and the business environment, with its attractive tax system, flexible administration and human resources, attracts foreign companies, particularly French ones. It should be noted that the Swiss economy is today prosperous thanks to continuous migration. Indeed, it owes watchmaking to the French who arrived en masse after the revocation of the Edict of Nantes in 1685 and banking to the Italians. From 1750 onwards, it was the Vaudois and Neuchâtel inhabitants who settled in Geneva to work in the building industry. Geneva is also turned towards international organisations, many of which have their headquarters in Geneva.



Main resources

A dominant tertiary sectorThe

economy of the canton of Geneva is strongly focused on services with high added value: finance, insurance, health, consulting and training. Geneva also has leading industrial activities, particularly in the micromechanics, electronics, watchmaking and medical technology sectors. In 2017 the difficulties of the watch industry seem to be coming to an end. Among the canton's main employers are the groups active in the mass retail sector Migros and Coop, the multinational Procter & Gamble and the private company in the perfumery sector Firmenich. It should also be noted that some international trading companies, such as the Essent Group, leader in electrical energy brokerage, and Addax Petroleum, are expanding rapidly.

A natural French presenceBordered

by borders, Geneva is a natural destination for French companies. There are trading structures for consumer goods in the luxury goods and agri-food sectors, companies established in the financial sector and, above all, in insurance. The major French luxury goods groups are also keen to collaborate with the watchmaking sector in order to benefit from Swiss know-how and the Swiss Made label. Hotel chains such as the Accor group complete Geneva's already flourishing hotel network. Geneva also attracts many cross-border workers. In 2016, there will be 1,042 72 cross-border workers (G permit) working in the canton, 74% of whom come from Haute-Savoie, 19% from the Ain, and 7% from other departments. Nationwide, the increase is 3.5 %. At the end of the second quarter of 2017, 87,005 foreign cross-border commuters were active in the canton, i.e. 27% of the national total.



The role of tourism

Described as the smallest of the large metropolises, Geneva is faithful to its tradition as a pioneer of tourism and has a clear natural potential that it knows how to use, just like Switzerland. Indeed, its location in the heart of Europe attracts leisure tourism on the one hand, but above all business tourism thanks to its position as a crossroads as a financial and economic centre. Congresses and seminars thus punctuate the Geneva weeks. Thanks to the many international organizations that Geneva hosts on its soil, business tourism represents 75 to 80% of Geneva's tourism. Geneva is also known as a UN and diplomatic capital, which promotes international exchanges. In addition, the development of the TGV, as well as the cultural offer, favours short stays in Geneva, often for a weekend. In the summer, leisure tourism takes over. It is also a privileged destination for Middle Eastern countries during the summer period. Geneva has all the assets of a big city (culture, shopping, seaside, gastronomy, financial centre and international meetings...) but retains a human dimension that makes it a peaceful place to live and visit.



Current issues

Fighting the strong franc on a long-term basis

The Swiss franc has long been a safe haven, due to the high level of prosperity of the Swiss economy in comparison with the countries of the European Union, but also with America. As a result, the Swiss currency has become increasingly valuable in recent years. In the summer of 2011, the dollar even fell below the franc and the Swiss currency approached parity with the euro. In order to counter this rise in the value of the franc, which is making Switzerland increasingly uncompetitive, the SNB (Swiss National Bank) has bought back an unlimited amount of foreign currency to stabilise the franc at 1.20 to the euro. Although this measure will help to avoid a major economic crisis in the short term, the Swiss authorities have not yet come up with a solution for the future.




Switzerland and the European Union

Following Switzerland's refusal to ratify by referendum the Agreement on the European Economic Area, or EEA, in 1992, the Swiss Federal Council undertook a series of bilateral negotiations with the European Union. These led to the signing of the bilateral agreements in 1999. These agreements mainly concern the reciprocal opening of markets. They cover seven specific areas: free movement of persons, technical barriers to trade, public procurement, agriculture, air and land transport as well as Swiss participation in EU research programmes. All of these agreements were approved by 67.2% of Swiss voters in 2000 and entered into force in 2002. In 2001, Switzerland and the European Union decided to open new bilateral negotiations on 10 topics. The topics of taxation of savings income and combating fraud corresponded to requests from the EU, the topic of the Schengen and Dublin Conventions to a request from Switzerland. The Bilateral Agreements II were signed in 2004. Generally speaking, the Swiss prefer current cooperation in the form of bilateral agreements with the EU to actual membership, mainly for economic reasons.






Population and languages

Population

Geneva has 191,725 inhabitants and 464,604 including the communes. It is the second most populous city in Switzerland after Zurich. Like most Western countries, Switzerland's population is ageing. In the last ten years, the number of deaths of Swiss citizens has been higher than the number of births. If Geneva's population is growing despite the decline in births, it is exclusively due to a greater number of immigrants and a higher birth rate among foreigners living in the country. Indeed, Geneva has 184,087 foreigners among its inhabitants.

Among these foreigners living in Geneva, the Portuguese are the most numerous (33,891), followed by the French (25,194) and the Italians (20,302). There are also 8,348 nationals of the former Yugoslavia and 16,591 immigrants from the African continent, including 1,899 Moroccans and 1,270 Congolese from the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC).

These proportions are quite impressive, but it must be borne in mind that it is difficult to obtain Swiss nationality. The question of naturalization is settled at the federal level and regularly returns to the heart of debates on migration policy and the policy of integration of foreigners. The existence of discriminatory practices in certain communes, and for groups of foreigners in particular, has moreover shown the limits of the federalist system regulating naturalization.

Nationals of Mediterranean countries, who arrived in the 1960s and 1970s, are the most numerous to be able to participate in Geneva's political life. Thus, among Italians and Spaniards, 8 out of 10 people are beginning to gain access to political rights. On the other hand, for nationals from other continents, the right to vote is still a long way off, with the exception of refugees from Chile, Vietnam, Sri Lanka or Congo-Kinshasa, who can benefit from communal rights. Cantonal and federal rights remain exclusively reserved for those with Swiss nationality.

As the latest arrivals, Kosovars are often stigmatised and designated by the federal authorities to be deported. Although most of them are perfectly assimilated, and this well before the 1990s, groups of adolescents, who are poorly educated and on whom parental authority no longer has any impact, are involved in many different incidents. Tragic events (rapes, desecration of graves) that the SVP knows how to skilfully recover. In 2002, according to a survey, 34 per cent of those questioned already felt that Kosovars had "no place in Switzerland" and 41 per cent that they were "a source of concern".

Languages

In the canton of Geneva, the language is French. However, Switzerland recognises four national languages, spoken by 92% of the population: 64% of the Swiss speak German, 19% French, 8% Italian and 1% Romansh (spoken only in the canton of Graubünden). Dialects are spoken by the remaining 8%. Romansh emerged as the national language under political pressure from the Romansh League in 1938. This recognition may be a little exaggerated for a language that is in fact divided into five dialects, which limits the establishment of a genuine Romansh cultural identity.



Lifestyle
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Lifestyle - Place du Molard and its terraces in summer.
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Social life




The Geneva fast: a specific public holiday in Geneva.

A public holiday in the Canton of Geneva, fixed on the Thursday following the 1st Sunday in September. Fasting has been practised in the Swiss cantons since the 15th century . The origins of the Geneva fast can be traced back to the first known fast in Geneva, at the beginning of October 1567, during a crackdown on Protestants in Lyon. From 1640 onwards, fasting was perceived as a moral and religious act and became almost annual on the initiative of the reformed cantons. It was an act of humility and solidarity in the face of the most destitute. In Geneva, traditionally, prune tarts are prepared on this day. Initially, they were the only meal of the day.






Customs and social trends

The Genevans are early risers

In Geneva, the streets come alive from 7 or even 6 in the morning. The rhythm of life seems strictly organized and punctuality is de rigueur. Indeed, it is not uncommon to see employees in their offices at 7.30 am, but they leave at around 4 or 5 pm, which leaves time for extra-professional activities as well as for shopping in the shops, which close at 7 pm, except on Thursdays, when a large part of the shops in the city centre remain open until 9 pm. Note also that on Saturdays, you will hardly be able to do any shopping after 6pm.

Respecting the rules

The Genevans generally scrupulously respect the rules accepted in society. Waiting for pedestrians when their traffic light is red, papers thrown in the trash can and not in the gutter and even less on the pavement, excrements of pets collected by the owners with bags provided for this purpose...

This respect for the rules also provides a sense of security. Those who do not respect the rules are immediately fined, and the amount of the fine helps to change behaviour. Letters of call to order are also turned in such a way as to take away any desire to joke!



Religion


[image: ]

Religion - St. Peter's Cathedral.

© Philippe GUERSAN – Author's Image



Although historically Protestant (Reformation in 1535), today Geneva is predominantly Catholic. Notably because of the waves of Italian, Spanish and then Portuguese immigration in the 1960s and 1970s.

Most cantons support at least one of the three main communities – Roman Catholic, Catholic-Christian and Reformed Church – financially through an ecclesiastical tax. This is optional in Geneva and in the canton of Neuchâtel, due to the strict separation of church and state. In the other cantons, it is obligatory, whether one is a believer or not, a practising or non-practising person.




The Catholic-Christian Church

The Catholic-Christian Church is also called the Old-Catholic Church, also known as the Union of Utrecht. Since 1870, it has been made up of Catholics who reject the dogma of pontifical infallibility, but above all the dogma of the universal jurisdiction of the Bishop of Rome. These Autocephalous Catholic Churches have come together since 1889 and form a unity around the International Conference of Old-Catholic Bishops on the basis of the Utrecht Declaration. The Old-Catholic Church remains rooted in the Catholic tradition and has the same sacraments as the Roman Catholic Church. However, its practices have diverged from those of the Roman Church in several respects and to varying degrees in different countries. For example, in Switzerland, the Netherlands, Austria, Belgium and Germany, it admits married priests, the ordination of women, remarriage after divorce, artificial contraception and sometimes even the blessings of homosexual couples.






Arts and culture
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Arts and culture - Rath Museum.
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Geneva has been the birthplace or home of many artists, be they architects, filmmakers, painters, actors or writers. And this long artistic tradition is not about to die out in a city where the cultural offer is not only supported but also proposed by the city which owns 14 multidisciplinary museums.



Architecture

Switzerland is proud of its world-famous architects such as Peter Zumthor, Mario Botta, Le Corbusier and Bernard Tschumi. Continuing this tradition, the country is today at the forefront of global architectural education, thanks to its prestigious Ecole Polytechnique Fédérale, located in Lausanne. In Geneva, a young and dynamic generation of architects is gradually making the city a reference in modern urban planning.




Maurice Braillard, the architect of the canton of Geneva.

Although born in the canton of Neuchâtel in 1879, it was in Geneva that this internationally renowned architect opened his office in 1907. His achievements, including the town hall of Onex (1908-1909), the squares of Montchoisy (1926-1929), the Maison Ronde in the Saint-Jean district (1928), the garage des Nations (1935-1936) and the Salève cable car (1932), assert his regionalist but also profoundly modern character when he uses concrete in an urban environment. A founding member of the French-speaking section of the Federation of Swiss Architects in 1909, then urban planning adviser for the City of Geneva before the First World War, Maurice Braillard was also an active politician, elected State Councillor in charge of public works between 1933 and 1936. He died in Geneva in 1965 and is buried in the Rois de Plainpalais cemetery.






Modern expressions
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GENÈVE - Hotel du Résident de France.
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A city of theatre and dance

With some thirty venues for 463,919 inhabitants (for the canton), Geneva is one of the cities with the largest cultural offer in the world in proportion to its population. From classical plays revisited to those by contemporary authors, not forgetting shows by talented comedians, you are sure to find what you are looking for in Geneva. In the summer, the Théâtre de l'Orangerie welcomes well-known plays from the repertoire in a charming kiosk located in the La Grange park. Finally, many Genevans appreciate the Festival de la Bâtie, which showcases multidisciplinary creations.

Dance, which is the honour at this festival, is experiencing a welcome development in Geneva, as classical and contemporary institutions are coming together. This is the case, for example, of the Ballet du Grand Théâtre, which has shown a certain audacity in recent years.



Cinema

Compared to its neighbours, Swiss film production remains minor. However, the younger generation in French-speaking Switzerland is particularly active. Among the "old" generation, Jean-Luc Godard, born of Swiss parents in Paris, grew up in the canton of Vaud, in Nyon. He also made his first short films in Switzerland, before returning to France where he became leader of the Nouvelle Vague. In the French-speaking part of Switzerland, we also remember the names of Claude Goretta, Lionel Baier, Jean-Stéphane Bron, Fernand Melgar, as well as Jacqueline Veuve in the field of documentaries and Freddy Buache, director of the Cinémathèque suisse from 1951 to 1996. Not forgetting Michel Soutter and Alain Tanner, the two great directors born in Geneva, with actor Michel Simon. For screenings of old and recent films that mark the history of the Seventh Art, visit the two cinemas of the Grütli cinema.




The late Michel Simon

Michel Simon was born in 1895 in Geneva. Very early on, he left for Paris, but was soon recalled to Switzerland at the time of the First World War. While on leave, he fell under the spell of the performance of the actor Georges Pitoëff in Henrik Ibsen's play Heda Gabler. He joins his troupe, which will settle in Paris in 1922. There, he begins a brilliant career as an actor. But it is the cinema that made him famous among the public, including his roles in La Chienne (1931) and Boudu sauvé des Eaux (1932) by Jean Renoir, in Drôle de drame (1937) by Marcel Carné or in Le Vieil homme et l'enfant by Claude Berri (1966). He died in Bry-sur-Marne, in the Val-de-Marne, in 1975.







Renowned Geneva filmmakers!


Michel SoutterMichel

Soutter was born in Geneva in 1932. In 1961, he joined Télévision Suisse Romande where he worked as an assistant director, before becoming a director himself in 1966 with his first film, La Lune avec les dents (The Moon with Teeth). This was followed by Les Arpenteurs (1971), L'Escapade (1972), starring Marie Dubois and Jean-Louis Trintignant, and then Repérages 

(1977). It should be noted that Michel Soutter was also the initiator of Groupe 5, a structure made up of Swiss filmmakers based on the pre-purchase by Swiss Television of a film in cinema format. This process not only had the advantage of enabling it to raise the funds needed to carry out its projects, but also to promote the dissemination of Swiss cinema. Michel Soutter died in 1991 in Geneva.

Alain TannerBorn

in Geneva in 1929, Alain Tanner founded the Geneva University Film Club in 1951, together with the famous Swiss director Claude Goretta. Still with Claude Goretta, he directed his first film, Nice time (Piccadilly by night) in 1957. The following decade he founded the Swiss Filmmakers' Association and made several short films. The films most recognised by the general public were those of the 1970s, such as La Salamandre and Jonas, who will be 25 in the year 2000, both immersing the viewer in the struggles of proletarians prey to the disillusions inspired by capitalist society. In 1981, Les années lumières was awarded the Ghent Special Jury Prize at the Cannes Film Festival.







Literature
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Literature - Les Délices, Voltaire Institute and Museum.
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Geneva has always attracted many artists and in particular writers in search of inspiration. The latter have thus contributed considerably to the enrichment of the city's cultural heritage. Two great writers in particular have had a strong influence on the development of tourism in Geneva: Jean-Jacques Rousseau and the eccentric Lord Byron.

[image: ] Itshould be noted that among many other personalities, Geneva has also received the writer Fyodor Dostoevsky, who in 1875 took part in the Congress of Peace and Freedom alongside Victor Hugo and Bakunin,among others. Geneva also welcomed the young Jorge Luis Borges, who took refuge there during the First World War, then died there in 1986, but also the Venetian libertine Casanova, who recounts in his Memoirs an erotic episode at the Villa Mon-Repos with two young women. Finally, Geneva was the setting for Fanal Bleu, Colette's last novel, which was published in 1946 at the Hôtel Richemont.

Voltaire

Driven out of the kingdom of Prussia, this famous poet, historian, philosopher and writer settled in 1755 in Geneva, where he acquired the estate of Saint-Jean, which he named "Les Délices". In this place, now an institute and a museum entirely dedicated to his work and his time, he received the most eminent personalities of the Geneva society, despite a certain mistrust of the people towards him, due to Voltaire's contempt for the Calvinists. In 1760, he left his estate in Saint-Jean to settle in Ferney (France).

Lord Byron

British poet born in 1788 and great traveller, George Gordon Byron went to Switzerland before continuing his journey to Italy. In Geneva, he stayed at the Auberge de Sécheron and then, in 1818, at the Villa Diodati in Cologny. It is said that Byron, true to his reputation as an eccentric, walked around armed with two pistols. He liked to go out by boat on stormy days and more than once missed drowning. Under one of these dark skies, his boatman tells him the legend of the prisoner Bonivard, locked up in the castle of Chillon. Byron visits Bonivard's prison and finds the inspiration to write The Prisoner of Chillon.

Frankenstein

Did you know that this fictional character is from Geneva? It was in fact during the summer of 1816 that Mary Godwin, accompanied by her future husband and half-sister, came to visit Lord Byron and John William Polidori, who lived at the Villa Diodati, located in the commune of Cologny. On a stormy night, the guests told ghost stories to each other, until they challenged each other to write one during the night. Mary was unable to meet this challenge, but a few days later she had a dream in which a student appeared bent over the creature he had animated. In the winter of 1816, Mary, now married to the poet Percy Bysshe Shelley, began writing Frankenstein, which she published in 1818.

Albert Cohen

This famous writer, poet and playwright born in Greece in 1895 arrived in Geneva in 1914 to study law. Shortly afterwards, he obtained Swiss nationality, before publishing in 1968 the novel Belle du Seigneur, the plot of which is largely set in the Geneva of the 1930s. For this book he received the Grand Prix du roman de l'Académie française. He died in 1981 in Geneva.

Robert Pinget

Born in Geneva in 1919, Robert Pinget worked as a lawyer there until he was 27 years old, when he left for Paris, where he enrolled at the Beaux-Arts. A few years later, he wrote his first novel, Entre Fantoine et Agapa, published in 1951. Close to Jérôme Lindon, the director of the famous Editions de Minuit, the latter will publish almost all the novels and plays of the Geneva author, often cited by critics as one of the representatives of the New Novel. This literary movement of the years 1953-1970 brought together authors such as Alain Robbe-Grillet, Marguerite Duras, Samuel Beckett and Nathalie Sarraute, all questioning in their writings the position of the narrator and the necessity of the characters' presence. From the play Abel et Bela to the novel Monsieur Songe, most of Pinget's works make these questions sensitive, inviting the reader to investigate the potentialities of novel writing.

Nicolas Bouvier

The world is the kingdom of this travelling writer, more than the Geneva commune of Grand-Lancy where he was born in 1929. Barely sixteen years old, he already left it for Florence. In 1951, he embarked with the draftsman Thierry Vernet on a long journey, which ended in Kabul. From this adventure was born L'Usage du monde, a travel story that became cult. In search of himself and the world, Bouvier will continue his journey alone, to reach China. Stranded in Ceylon, he took the opportunity to write Le Poisson-Scorpion, which he published twenty-five years later, in 1982.

The Japanese Chronicle, the Journal d'Aran and a multitude of other works immortalized the journey at the heart of the words of this great Geneva man, who died in Geneva in 1998.

Grisélidis Réal

Her name may not mean anything to you, but the journey and work of this exceptional woman deserve to be briefly recounted. Born in Lausanne in 1929, Grisélidis Réal spent her childhood in Egypt and Greece, before studying at the Decorative Arts of Zurich. With no financial resources in the early 1960s, this young divorced mother of four decided to pursue the world's oldest profession in Germany, then in Geneva, in the Pâquis district. In the 1970s, she became one of the most publicised "revolutionary courtesans", actively fighting for the recognition of the rights of prostitutes. It was during this period that she wrote her two most famous works, Le Noir est une couleur, an autobiography, and the Carnet de bal d'une courtisane, a small repertoire in which the names and favourite sexual practices of her Geneva clients are recorded. She died in Geneva in 2005 and is buried in the cemetery of the Kings of Plainpalais.



Media

Geneva has a wide range of media, of which radio and television play a major role. For example, the Geneva region has a television channel, Léman Bleu. Radio Cité Genève gives a voice to communities, associations and allows people to immerse themselves in the cultural wealth of Geneva, Carouge and the neighbouring communes. Radio Frontier is the only English-speaking radio station dedicated to the region of Geneva, Lausanne and neighbouring France. It can be listened to on the web. As for Geneva's written press, it is quite diversified, with the Tribune de Genève in particular.




[image: ] 20 MINUTES

✆ +41 22 839 86 86

www.20minutes.ch

publicite@20minutes.ch



Free newspaper and website

Available on almost every street corner, this free newspaper is snatched up in the morning by locals who scan the news, sports and people sections at a glance. It's a bit like the "people" news of Geneva's current affairs.
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www.boleromagazin.ch/



Swiss fashion and cultural magazine. 10 issues per year.8 CHF (124 pages)

Rather high-end, this special magazine for active women deals with fields such as beauty, fashion, culture, design, escape, art and travel, fooding. The tone, a little impertinent, is always full of humour. Enough to find inspiration in your beautiful life as a woman! It is possible to subscribe to the newsletter.
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www.espace-terroir.ch/campagnon.php

contact@espace-terroir.ch



Tourist map of the Geneva countryside.

For lovers of country walks just a stone's throw from the city, this guide is made for you. The "espace terroir" website offers a downloadable map listing farm accommodation, campsites, self-catering cottages, etc., as well as cycling and walking routes, picnic areas and Vita.... routes. The "Le Campagnon" map is available in the agencies of Geneva Tourism & Congress and TPG. It is very useful for lovers of local produce and green tourism.
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www.choisistonresto.com

choisistonresto@gmail.com



Website offering a selection of gastronomic addresses and favourites. Blog restaurant and bar in Geneva.

Addict of good mood, Amélie Nouhad Monpays is a life eater, quite simply! What she likes most of all is to share all her gourmet goodies and gastronomic discoveries. As a real reporter, she finds out what's new in Geneva: bars, restaurants, gourmet shops... Above all, she shares on the web and on her blog all her impressions in order to retranscribe her experience in an authentic way, to discover and make us discover a place for its atmosphere, for its cuisine, in order to guide the gourmets towards good gastronomic moments. Inexhaustible with good tips, she also wanted to share them in a book to be published in 2018, Aimer Genève: 200 addresses to share. A relay to Le Petit Futé for the new products to be found on the blog and website of our Geneva gourmet ambassador.
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www.colormygeneva.ch

info@colormygeneva.ch



Website news ideas for outings and news about Geneva.

A team of dynamic young people who love their city and wish to share its attractiveness with you.
A website especially dedicated to urban and contemporary culture, where you can follow the news through their agenda of outings in the region and the latest gossip, or the 'plus de la rédac' which are often very well chosen good tips. To be consulted when you don't know how to occupy your free time or to take full advantage of Geneva's cultural wealth!





[image: ] GHI[image: ]

22, avenue du Mail

✆ +41 22 807 22 11

www.ghi.ch

info@ghi.ch, annonces@ghi.ch

Tram 15, 12. Bus 1, medical school stop.



Free weekly, distributed on Wednesdays and Thursdays in mailboxes. Circulation: 260,000 copies and 8,000 copies distributed in trams and buses.

The number one classified ad or "the clever newspaper" of Geneva! One of the most widely read local newspapers in Geneva. You can always find offers for real estate, dating, motorcycles, education, job offers and above all the classified ads for private individuals. Many Genevans are eagerly awaiting his arrival to see the latest sparkling news. But the content also includes 40% editorial content, well-documented dossiers, particularly on travel, articles on Geneva life, and a cultural agenda.
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41b, route des Jeunes

✆ +41 22 309 43 21

www.lemanbleu.ch

info@lemanbleu.ch



Geneva television, a channel of proximity with microlocal subjects, with portraits. It has 235,000 viewers for its weekly audition. Anxious to talk to viewers about what affects them. It targets news, sports, culture, politics, economics, the economy, the weather and provides information on all outings and events in Geneva and its region.
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✆ +41 21 349 49 49

www.lematin.ch



Print media only on the Internet since 2018.

It is the number one daily newspaper in Switzerland. This daily newspaper is recognizable by the large picture on the front page. It is easy to read thanks to its short articles. Although it focuses mainly on current events and sport, it also briefly covers national and international news. The high-tech, business and leisure sections are also included. On Sundays there is ltv as well as Femina, the much-anticipated women's magazine with ideas for outings.





[image: ] MÉTÉO GENÈVE
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Website

The meteorological site of Geneva and its region. Headlines: Headlines, weather station, news...
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33 rue des Bains

✆ +41 848 807 807

www.onefm.ch

contact@onefm.ch



Frequency: 107 FM.

Youth Radio, number one in Geneva! One FM is a private radio station that promotes the discovery of the latest hits, music and people news, guests, anecdotes and animations, but also news from the region and the media, all in a good mood. In addition to music programmes, such as Club'inSide and Happy Hour , the radio cuts its programme from Monday to Friday until 4pm into three time slots: often humorous or parodic columns in the One Team 6h-9am, and an "eco column" every Friday morning; good tips, outings and news from 9am to 1pm; the best One FM hits from 1pm to 4pm. And to finish the day in the good trendy music, Maximum Hit Musik will be with you from 4pm to 8pm! One FM participates in many events in Geneva, such as the Lake parade with its mobile dance floor! It is, as it says, the radio of positive waves!
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✆ +41 22 322 40 00

www.tdg.ch



Daily. Price: 3.40 CHF on weekdays, 4 CHF on Saturdays (TV Guide Cinema).

La Tribune is the number one paid daily newspaper in Geneva. It is the newspaper of the French-speaking Swiss founded in 1869. Its name "la Tribune" comes from Louis Vuarin's readings during his stay in America. Every day, articles: reports on local, regional and world news. An entire leaflet deals only with local news. Its columns open up to national and international news, with a special emphasis on sports and cultural events. The newspaper is supplemented by supplements – such as Femina covering fashion, beauty, people and leisure. Once a month, La Tribune des Arts offers a comprehensive overview of auctions and exhibitions in Switzerland and abroad. La Tribune is very active on the Internet, offering continuous news, blogs, images, podcasts, videos..
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4 Case Postal 3983

Rue de la Croix Rouge
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Official website of the city of Geneva

On the website of the city of Geneva, you will find detailed information on the agenda and news of the city, municipal and political life, procedures and administration, etc. The whole life of Geneva, by districts, categories and themes are covered. The site is rich and updated. A great ally for organising your stay and familiarising yourself with the assets and workings of the city.
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12 Route des Jeunes

✆ +41 22 818 85 11

www.yesfm.ch

contact@yesfm.ch



Frequency: 91.8 FM.

It is the radio of the Lake Geneva Basin and formerly Radio Lac. It feeds the airwaves with hits from the 1980s, reggae, RnB, all the big hits of the last decades and the pop must-haves. The musical periods are punctuated by games, practical sections, music news, interviews and reviews. Among the programs, we have " I love Music ", " Yes Kapad " with electro-ethnic sound. Not forgetting information meetings and live broadcasts of the Geneva-Servette Hockey Club matches. Thematic radio websites are available on the site including Yes Latino, Yes Dance, Yes France, Yes Hip Hop, Yes Disco...




Music

Geneva is an accomplished music lover, especially in summer when the Fête de la Musique fills its streets and even its monuments for the time of a concert. But Geneva was also the birthplace or home of some famous musicians.

Franz LisztAt

first glance, one might think that there are few links between this composer born in Austria in 1811 and Geneva. And yet it was at the end of the Promenade Saint-Antoine, on the square that has since been called Franz Liszt

, that he stayed from 1835 to 1836 with the French Countess Marie d'Agoult, six years his senior, who had left her husband and children to live a secret passion with the musician. Together they had two daughters, one of whom, Cosima, would later become Richard Wagner's wife.

Richard

WagnerSwitzerland has received this famous German composer on several occasions. Following the revolutionary events of 1848, he took refuge in Zurich the following year, then on the shores of Lake Lucerne. In 1856, he passed through Geneva for the first time, before settling there from 1865 to 1866, in a villa near the Jardin des Cropettes. There, he returned to composing the Nuremberg Singing Masters, the only one of Wagner's operas to belong to the comedy

genre.

Émile Jaques-DalcrozeBorn

in Vienna in 1865, this Swiss composer, teacher and singer-songwriter settled in Geneva in 1875. It was while teaching at the Geneva Conservatory that he invented a world-famous artistic pedagogy: rhythmics. Indeed, noticing that his students had only a theoretical perception of music, he decided to make them move through dance, movement exercises and songs. He left Geneva in 1910 but returned during the First World War, before seeing the opening in 1915 of an Institute in his name. Promoted honorary citizen by the City, Emile Jaques-Dalcroze continued his work there until his death in 1950

.

Ernest AnsermetAlthough

born in Vevey in 1883, it was in Geneva that this famous musicologist settled in 1915. A year later, he became the conductor of the Orchestre des Concerts d'abonnements de Genève. In 1918, he founded the Orchestre de la Suisse romande, bringing together professional musicians. From 1915 to 1923, Serge de Diaghilev entrusts him with the musical direction of shows by the Ballets Russes, which makes him known all over the world. From then on, closely involved in live music, he conducted Debussy, Ravel, Stravinsky, Bartok, de Falla, Honegger and many others. He died in Geneva in 1969 and is buried in the cemetery of the Kings of Plainpalais.




Painting and graphic arts
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GENÈVE - The shepherd's dream by Ferdinand Hodler.

© Everett – Art – Shutterstock.com



Jean-Étienne Liotard

Born in Geneva in 1702, Liotard was trained as a miniaturist and enameller in Paris, before making a trip to Rome with his friend Lord Bessborough, followed by a long stay in Constantinople. During this trip to the Orient, Liotard produced numerous drawings, but also oils and pastels, which constitute the most famous part of his artistic activity. On his return to Europe, he became the official painter of the Habsburg court in 1743. He died in Geneva in 1789.

Jean-Pierre Saint-Ours

Jean-Pierre Saint-Ours is a neo-classical painter and draughtsman of French origin born in Geneva in 1752. He was notably a pupil in Paris of Joseph-Marie Vien, alongside Jacques-Louis David. Like the latter, he produced a painting on the theme of The Abduction of the Sabines, which won the Prix de Rome in 1780. However, he was refused at the French Academy in Rome because of his Swiss origins. In 1792 he returned to Switzerland following the events of the Revolution and died there in 1809. Some of his landscape paintings are on display at the Museum of Art and History in Geneva.

Jacques-Laurent Agasse

This animal painter born in Geneva in 1767 is one of the few Swiss artists to have studied in Paris in the studio of the famous painter Jacques-Louis David, author of the Serment des Horaces in particular, and then under the direction of the painter Jean Horace Vernet. In 1800, Agasse moved to London, where he exhibited at the Royal Academy before his death in 1849.

Ferdinand Hodler

Although he was born in Bern (1853), Hodler has his rightful place in this Geneva art scene. Indeed, it was in Geneva that he settled in 1872 to complete his apprenticeship as a painter-decorator in the studio of the Ingress-born painter Barthélemy Menn. A few years later, he executed large historical compositions such as La Retraite de Marignan (1897), before gradually giving way to a monumental painting with an often mystical atmosphere and rigorous order, like his painting La Nuit (1890). During the last years of his life, spent in Geneva, he produced portraits and landscapes that influenced German Expressionism.

Émile Chambon

Little known internationally, Emile Chambon is nonetheless a quality artist. Painter and draftsman born in Geneva in 1905, Chambon became familiar with the works of Cubist artists during a first stay in Paris with his father in 1921. However, his work remains difficult to classify within an artistic current, although he is often described as a realist painter. Before his death in 1993, Chambon bequeathed eight large paintings to the Carouge museum, which you can still admire there. As for the Emile Chambon Foundation, which was established two years after the artist's death, it regularly organizes exhibitions.
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500 YEARS OF
WATCHMAKING
HISTORY

Watchmaking masterpieces from the 16% to the 20* century

Ladies pendant watch Pendant watch
Patek Philippe & Company, Jehan Cremsdorff,
Geneva 1893 Paris circa 1650

SATURDAY: PUBLIC GUIDED TOUR
IN FRENCH AT 2.00PM, IN ENGLISH AT 2.30PM
Opening hours: Tuesday-Friday 2pm-6pm
Saturday 10am-6pm

Rue des Vieux-Grenadiers 7 — Plainpalais — Geneva
Telephone +41 (0) 22 707 30 10 www.patek.com/museum
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