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Welcome To Montpellier!

Today 8th city of France, Montpellier continues its vertiginous development. Although younger than the neighbouring cities as far as history is concerned, Montpellier is still considered the flagship of the region thanks to its incredible dynamism. The population is rather young, due to the high number of students living there. Animation, parties and frank Southern good humour will help you build unforgettable memories. The city also underwent important urban developments during the last years in terms of city planning and architecture, which are definetely oriented towards a thought out modernism. The existence of the largest pedestrian centre in France and urban requirements in terms of sustainable development are evidence of this. The result is a beautiful harmony between the ancient buildings of the centre, many of which date back to the Middle Ages, and the most modern architectural achievements, some signed by renowned architects. The dynamism is also cultural, and the number of festivals and events which take place here is simply impressive. But no panic! Petit Futé is there to guide you through the incredible number of activities and visits.

Montpellier is also known for its good weather (it is sunny on more than 300 days per year) and its closeness to the sea. There is everything you need to have a nice holiday, you can visit the city and go for a swim on the same day. If you are interested in seeing wild and preserved nature you will enjoy a getaway to the back-country, either in the Camargue region, the Languedoc vineyards or the foothills of the Cevennes, where the landscape is enchanting.




Discovering the city
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Discovering the city - Arc de Triomph in Montpellier.

© Leonid Andronov – iStockphoto
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Fairs – Shows
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La Panacée et Espace Dominique Bagouet

Esplanade Charles-de-Gaulle

✆ 04 34 88 76 68

www.comediedulivre.fr

comediedulivre@ville-montpellier.fr

Tram Line 1 Comédie Stop.



End of May. Free admission.


This year, the city of Montpellier will see the 33rd edition of La Comédie du Livre organized at Place de la Comédie. This literary event created in 1986 by the Cœur de Livres associationnd the media libraries of Metropolis is organized by the City, honoring, like every year, the literature and culture of a world region.

For 3 days, La Comédie du Livres invites you to come and meet universes of literature, stories, characters, landscapes that are more or less common to many of us. Meetings, debates, exhibitions, workshops and readings punctuate the event at Place de la Comédie and within the network of media libraries of Montpellier Méditerranée Métropole. Many authors of all styles, from comic book to thriller via novel, come to meet their readers and dedicate their works under the huge white tents set up for the occasion on Esplanade de la Comédie.
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Esplanade Charles-de-Gaulle

✆ 04 67 34 73 25

www.montpellier.fr/2317-les-estivales.htm



From end of June to beginning of September, every Friday evenings from 6pm to 11.30pm.

The city of Montpellier has organized this event around wine for a decade now, with increasing success. From early July to late August, each Friday evening is devoted to traditional wine tastings and the night market of local crafts. At the same time support for the wine-producing sector and possibility of meeting with the vintage wine producer, the event has many followers, especially as the prices are very affordable. The nearby Bosc kiosk will serve as a stage for free and festive concerts. Very pleasant at the beginning of the evening, the event often looks like the feria air after 9pm, with its advantages (the atmosphere) and its disadvantages (a level of alcohol in the blood a little high for some). Simple moderate tasting with family or festive spirit a little more unbridled, it's better to choose your schedules, but everything remains nice and allows many discoveries.




Cultural Events – Festivals
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[image: ] ARCHITECTURES VIVES

4, rue des Trésoriers de la Bourse

✆ 04 67 92 51 17

www.festivaldesarchitecturesvives.com

communication@festivaldesarchitecturesvives.com



At the beginning of June. Free access.

The Association Champ Libre organizes the festival Architectures Vives which, in mid-June, gives free lessons to the fantasy and imagination of national and international young architects. Over five days in Montpellier and a week in La Grande Motte, they present their projects, often off-beat, not to say harebrained, in about twenty courtyards of private mansions in the historical center. It's sometimes strange, often funny. We don't understand everything either, but it's always original. A course map is distributed so that we do not get lost, and we do not spend too much time to look for the different places of exhibition. Students are present to answer the questions from visitors.





[image: ] BATTLE OF THE YEAR – BOTY

15, Zénith Sud

✆ 04 67 60 35 65

www.botyfrance.com



At the end of May.

It is the great national hip-hop final during which the best dancers of its genre compete each spring. Selected all over the year throughout France, they meet at the South Zenith of Montpellier to perform the show. Initiated in 2007, it is the event for all the hip-hop fans who love to take the Mic to beat the opponent during a battle. It consists of performing better than your rival in search of the best beat (rhythm). Under the roof of the Zenith of Montpellier, you can see the best of its kind and, if the entrance price is quite high, the show is largely worth the detour and is simply bluffing for anyone like hip hop, of course.





[image: ] FAMILY PIKNIK

Domaine de Grammont

www.familypiknikfestival.com

info@familypiknikfestival.com



From late July to early August. Opening of the doors at 8am, beginning of the music at 9am. Closed at midnight.

Located in Parc Montcalm, not far from the avenue de Toulouse, it is the techno festival in the open air which has been much publicized. Appreciated by techno lovers but vilified by some people for the noise inconveniences caused, Family Piknik is inspired by English festivals by offering a giant rave, but in broad daylight and in the heart of the city! Each summer, a Sunday at the end of July or at the beginning of August, you can thus dance on techno from the morning until the end of the day in Montpellier. It is surprising, quite unique in France. However, it is rather aimed at techno lovers because, by definition, the public is quite young and the music very loud!





[image: ] FESTIVAL DE RADIO FRANCE ET DE MONTPELLIER

Allée des Républicains-Espagnols

✆ 04 67 02 02 01

www.lefestival.eu

info@lefestival.eu



In July.

The Radio France Montpellier festival offers an eclectic, original and bold programming. First presented as a classical music festival, it really stands out from other festivals by expanding its programming to all music: jazz, classical, electronic music, world music. The 34th edition of this event invites you to discover famous and unknown works, and young talents get together with famous artists there. The event is rich in meeting and dance projections, debates, concerts and musical evenings. This festival is more than 200 events including almost 150 free, between concerts, meetings and public issues. From now on, it is invited in all the region and offers many free concerts. A meeting space, novelty and essential culture.





[image: ] FESTIVAL DES FANFARES

L'Arc-en-Ciel des Faubourgs

7, rue Ferdinand-Fabre

www.festivalfanfare.free.fr

festivalfanfare@gmail.com



Mid June.

Popular and family festival, the festival of brass bands since 1996 is now twenty-three years old. It is part of these festivals that shouldn't be missed under any circumstances! The 23rd Festival des Fanfares which will be held on 8 and 9 June 2018 will have no less than 30 brass bands! Its very distant cousin, much larger, lives his harmonies in Guca, not far from Belgrade, in southwestern Serbia. Thus, Montpellier takes mini-airs of Balkan feast for the pleasure of musicians who like to hear the songs "trad" and the more famous covers, lovers of music, festivals and also Eastern Europe. Unique in its genre, the brass band's event makes the Beaux-Arts and Boutonnet district lively. In a soft cacophony that takes to the guts, some find themselves in the refreshment room, others dance while others still stroll in the garage sale. Entirely run by volunteers and associations for more than 20 years, the festival is a delight for children and adult, coming from all over the region to have a party, as well as students, many in the neighborhood.





[image: ] LES THÉÂTRALES[image: ]

Esplanade Charles-de-Gaulle

Le Corum

✆ 04 67 92 23 53

www.les-theatrales.com/ville?ville=montpellier

william@les-theatrales.com



Usual retail outlets: www.ticketsud.com.

Since 2015, the best of the Parisian scene is invited throughout France. Montpellier is no exception! This new festival showcases classics and new fashionable plays. The plays are installed in the prestigious Corum hall. Throughout the season, you can see, at a rate of about one piece per month, plays of all kinds at the Berlioz opera. Thierry Lhermitte, Bernard Campan, Francis Huster, Ingrid Chauvin and Catherine Frot have already been there. Each year, attendance increases more and more so, do not hesitate to identify the planned events.





[image: ] TOHU BOHU

Place Georges-Frêche

✆ 04 67 60 60 60

www.festivalradiofrancemontpellier.com



Mid-July. Free.

Tohu Bohu will see its seventh edition this year. This small techno music festival is free, it is managed by the "Grand" Festival Radio France. Tohu Bohu takes place Place Georges Frêche, which is no more and no less on the square of the new town hall! For three evenings, from 7pm to 10pm, national and international techno DJs perform there free at aperitif time. One of the flagship meetings of Monpellier young people, to be reserved for amateurs.





[image: ] LA ZAT

Près d'Arènes

✆ 04 67 34 88 80

www.zat.montpellier.fr

zat@ville-montpellier.fr



Free. In April.

Art is launched into orbit around the cultural stratosphere of Montpellier! Every year, a different neighbourhood is chosen. An unusual and original event where you can see along the street, dancers, fire, temporary exhibitions often offbeat and original, animations for children and concerts. The program varies at each edition according to the chosen theme (fire, dance, etc.). It is always nice, convivial and surprising although it is often overcrowded owing to its growing success (well, tens of thousands of visitors at each edition all the same!). This year, it is the neighbourhood of Prés d'Arènes, south of Montpellier that was visited by many visitors.




Historic Shows – Sound & Light Shows




[image: ] CŒUR DE VILLE EN LUMIÈRES

www.ot-montpellier.fr

contact@ot-montpellier.fr



Mid-December. free admission.

Since the huge success of the great Fête des Lumières ( festival of the Lights) in 2014, on the initiative of the CCI of Montpellier, early or mid-December, the city illuminates 8 facades different from the downtown during 3 evenings from 7m. A true sound and light show copy-stuck on the Lyons friends, with projections of images of all beauty recalling the History of the city inter alia on Montpellier monuments such as the Church Saint-Roch, Place Saint-Denis, Prefecture or the Chamber of commerce, where a lot of spectators are amazed. Children and adults, at nightfall. It is the opportunity to discover or rediscover the downtown and its lively streets, its shops and its restaurants in this course in the middle of the Ecusson while calmly waiting for Christmas. In the long term, the number of invested places places should increase year by year. Of course we are far from the 71 places of the festival des Lumières in Lyon, but who knows, in a little while, Montpellier will entirely don with light for the greatest pleasure of all.




Tours – Points Of Interest




Montpellier & Street Art


The Street art or urban art is the artistic movement that climbs. It came from Gaffiti; it takes very different forms now (collages, stencils, drawings and installations) and invites even the most sophisticated New York art centers, Paris or Berlin.

Montpellier has always been ahead of this and now poses as the capital of this small French discipline, with a national reputation. There have even been ephemeral projects of houses Customised from floor to ceiling by artists ("Parcour" and in January 2014, "The FMR Project "), which attracted thousands of visitors and of which even the national press has repeated. If the city has galleries (Montana, At Down, The Mat ...) entirely dedicated to this discipline, the urban art also remains there in its place of origin, namely the street. There are indeed hundreds small creations in the city center. Collages, paintings, you just have to look up in the badge to discover and be surprised! Jonny Style Zoulette by passing through Al or BMX, many local and anonymous artists, regularly cover the walls of varied works, funny, surprising, sometimes involved. Residents and the municipality, aware of this added artistic value, let go with a smile. Walking through the old stone mansion, we can discover another Montpellier, that of the twenty-first century, full of color and life! You just take the time to look around you and it is really worth it.








Getaway in Sete
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Getaway in Sete - Facade of CRAC OCCITANIE in Sète

© CENTRE RÉGIONAL D'ART CONTEMPORAIN
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Nestled at the foot of the mont Saint-Clair, between Thau lake's and the Mediterranean sea's blue, connected to the ground thanks to two narrow sand strips, Sete, the singular island or the Venice of Midi, as some like to call it, proudly carries the title of the first fishing port in the coast. Here, the colours and the accents smell like Italy, the trawlers spread the aroma of the open sea. First French fishing port in the Mediterranean, Sete offers in late afternoons a joyful show on the fish auction. Trawling white, blue fishes or tunas mixes with the seasonal and nocturnal fishing with lampara, the artisanal fishing on the Thau lake for sea bass, sea bream and eel, but also the shellfish farming. It results then in a gastronomic wealth with delicious recipes with big personalities. Talking about Sete is mentioning its districts with character, the Pointe Courte and the Quartier haut represented by traditional water joustings on "Saint Louis' Day", with blue and red small boats of the modern knights, armed with spears and pavise shields, jousting each other in the small boats under the haze of 15,000 spectators... More than a ritual, it is a genuine institution, handed from father to son.





[image: ] CENTRE RÉGIONAL D'ART CONTEMPORAIN[image: ][image: ]

26, quai Aspirant-Herber

Sète Sète

✆ 04 67 74 94 37

www.crac.languedocroussillon.fr

crac@cr-languedocroussillon.fr

[image: ][image: ]


Open all year. Open every day from 12.30pm to 7pm. Saturday and Sunday from 2pm to 7pm. Closed on Tuesday. Free. Tourism label & Disability. Guided tour. Shop. Activities.

Nestled on the wharves, the city's fish freezing and conservation center was transformed into a Regional Center of Contemporary Art. From outside, this impressive building is an artwork of its own that we owe to the architect Lorenzo Piqueras. CRAC welcomes creative artists throughout the year, allowing exchanges and encounters around art in all its forms. Exhibitions are often devoted to young talent, some are dedicated to international artists. There, you can find current trends in painting, sculpture, video, installation…





[image: ] SÈTE CROISIÈRE

Quai Général-Durand

Sète Sète

✆ 04 67 46 00 46

www.sete-croisieres.com

info@sete-croisieres.com



Open mid-February at November 1st. Walks at sea all year on board Aquarius every day at 2.30pm (July-August 11.15am, 1pm, 2.30pm, 3.45pm, 5pm, 6.15pm). Free for under 3-year-olds. Adult: €12 (cruise at sea. Night €8). Child (from 3 to 12 years old): €6 (cruise at sea. Night €4). Cruise Thau Lake: €14 and €7 every day. Cruise on the channels of the city: €9 and €5. Cruise “Sardinade” in August July €24 and €10. Several fixed rate formulas of groups are proposed from €34 to €37 per person.

During school holidays and in summer, Aquarius, a large boat moored on the wharf, takes its passengers for a one-hour ride on the fishing and yachting port. Sitting at the back, everyone can, if the weather permits, discover the seabed near the rocky coast. Another option: the Thau lagoon with the underwater discovery of oysters and mussels.





[image: ] SÈTE GRAND TOUR[image: ]

60, Grand-rue Mario-Roustan

Sète Sète

✆ 06 13 78 78 39



Open all year. By reservation. Departures every day of Sète (Saint-Louis Mole) and Balaruc-les-Bains. Every day from 9.15am (last visit at 5pm). Free for under 6-year-olds. Adult: €18. Child (from 6 to 12 years old): €13. Group (8 people): €104.30. Family (2 adults and 2 children): €45. Guided tour (duration: 1.45am). 6 departures per day since the departure of the Corniche.

Arnaud makes you visit his city in an air-conditioned minibus of 8 seats to see and understand everything about Île Singulière, with chosen stops. Authentic in one day, that's the motto of this true Sétois who guides us through heartfelt stories, to the most picturesque of Île Singulière: Marine cemetery, Mont Saint Clair and its white stones, Le Môle, Théâtre de la Mer, the market, Quartier Haut, Vieux Port, Pont Levis and of course the beaches, nothing is forgotten.





[image: ] VISITES GUIDÉES: SÈTE HISTOIRE-LÀ

Office de tourisme de Sète

Sète Sète

✆ 04 99 04 71 71

www.tourisme-sete.fr

tourisme@ot-sete.fr



Every Tuesday, as from school holidays of April and until October. Open on Tuesday. Only by reservation, from 2.30pm to 4pm. Adult: €6. Child (from 6 to 12 years old): €3.

Designed by the Tourist Office of the city, "Sète histoire-là": a fun and rich ride. 
Let yourself be led in a guided tour of Sète and its typical districts for 1h30-ride to discover Sète from the creation of the port by Louis XIV to the famous water jousting tournaments.





[image: ] ESPACE GEORGES BRASSENS[image: ]

67, boulevard Camille-Blanc

Sète Sète

✆ 04 99 04 76 26

www.espace-brassens.fr

espacegeorgesbrassens@ville-sete.fr



Open all year. Closed public holidays except on July 14th, on August 15th and on November 1st. High season: every day from 10am to 6pm. From October to May: Tuesday to Sunday of 10: 00 to 12: 00 and 14: 00 to 18: 00 Free for under 10-year-olds. Adult: €5.60. Child (from 10 to 18 years old): €2.10 (student, disabled person). Group (10 people): €3.50.

Georges Brassens guides you via a headphone throughout the museographic course during a 1 hour-long stroll. He leads you through the path of his life, from the first steps to the dedication. An intimate moment full of emotion. The Space has ten interactive rooms recalling the childhood and youth in Sète, the Impasse Florimont with Jeanne and Marcel, the time of cabarets, the poetic and musical writing, the women with a glance on his partner Püppchen, Brassens the libertarian and the stage performer. A new scenography punctuates the visit "Le temps d'une chanson" (the time of a song), a reading of the "Supplique pour être enterré à la plage de Sète" (Petition to be buried in the beach of Sete) in a new landscape. When it comes to the video room, it allows you to view song recitals on big screen, attend conferences, meet authors or listen to concerts. Lastly, a documentation room supplements this knowledge. If you wish to extend your visit, then pass by the Py cemetery, just opposite, where you can meditate on Georges Brassens' grave. This summer, there's a new axhibition dedicated to Brassens and women.





[image: ] MOLE ET PHARE SAINT-LOUIS[image: ]

Môle Saint-Louis

Sète Sète

✆ 04 99 04 71 71



Famille Plus. Open from February's holidays to All Saints' holidays. This visit is likely to be cancelled for safety reasons in the event of unfavourable weather. Free for children up to 12 years old. Adult: €3. Holiday voucher. Guided tour.

You can't resist this beautiful Sétois paradise corner. Môle Saint-Louis is a work full of history, indeed, it is the first construction made when the city was founded in 1666. This pier that is 650 metre long offers a refreshing walk by the sea. At its end, you can find another unmissable monument in Sète: the lighthouse of Saint-Louis. Its creation dates back to around 1680 and, despite being demolished by the Germans in 1944, it was rebuilt in 1948. Now, it is still active and can be visited. An excursion which is worth the detour since at the top of its 126 steps you will come across a panoramic view of the harbor and the old city.





[image: ] MONT SAINT-CLAIR ET CIMETIÈRE MARIN[image: ]

Sète Sète



It culminates at 175 m. It's a little bit the soul of Sète. From the city centre, you can see its great cross that seems to embrace the clouds. The view is magnificent at the top of this high limestone peak, it stretches from the pond of Thau to the Pyrenees, via the Cévennes and the Espiguette An orientation table at the top helps to locate yourself. The site is home to the cemetery sung by Paul Valéry who rests there. But do not look for the Georges Brassens's grave, it is not there, nor by the beach, but in an another cemetery. You can have a walk in the 20 ha of Pierres Blanches pine forest where you can enjoy an extraordinary view of the Mediterranean and the Thau pond.





[image: ] MUSÉE DE LA MER[image: ]

1, rue Jean-Vilar

Sète Sète

✆ 04 99 04 71 55



From November 1st to April 30th: opening Tuesday to Sunday from 9.30am to 6pm. From May 2nd to October 31st: opening Tuesday to Sunday from 10am to 7pm. Free for under 12-year-olds. Adult: €3.50. Workshops children: Wednesdays and Saturday.

Opened in 2014, this small museum located between marine cemetery and theater of the sea is dedicated to the birth of the Sete port and the activity of the place through photographs, paintings and films but also the work of André Aversa who, coming from a marine carpenters family since 1901, took over from his father and his uncle in 1945 and, since the 1990s, is devoted to identically rebuild all the flotilla of the fishing port: wherries, Catalan fishing boats, big boats, traditional sailing boats, very small boats, trawlers, tuna boats... Extraordinary work! A third space is devoted to the emblematic sport of the city, the nautical jousts: its evolution from the 17th century to the present day, its heroes, its trophies, Saint-Louis... A must-visit place to understand the identity of Sete. A film about Saint-Louis and temporary exhibitions complete the offer.





[image: ] MUSÉE INTERNATIONAL DES ARTS MODESTES (MIAM)[image: ][image: ]

23, quai du Maréchal-de-Lattre-de-Tassigny

Sète Sète

✆ 04 99 04 76 44

www.miam.org

contact@miam.org, miam@ville-sete.fr

[image: ][image: ][image: ]


Open all year. Low season: Tuesday to Sunday from 10am to 12pm and from 2pm to 6pm. High season: every day from 9.30am to 7pm. High season from April 1st to September 30th. Free for under 10-year-olds. Adult: €5.60. Child (from 10 to 18 years old): €2.60. Group (10 people): €3.50. Free access with the visit of the permanent collections: first Sunday of the month. Guided tour. Shop.

This museum, unlike any other, located in the heart of Sète houses the collections of the two founders Hervé Di Rosa and Bernard Belluc and works from here and elsewhere. Here, you will find thousands of emblematic objects of modest art: Bonux gifts, jokes and hoaxes, Mokarex soldiers, party bags, Barbie dolls... everything we do not want any more, everything we throw away or we forget in the bottom of a drawer. This is how everyday objects become works of art. They are exhibited with the participation of staged figurines in collections gathered by theme and form a universe between the kitsch and the psychedelic. The collection sweeps all the disciplines (music, graphic arts, cinema, digital arts, architecture...) to expand the discovery of the creative approach. Temporary exhibitions come complete the museum's collection.





[image: ] MUSÉE PAUL-VALÉRY[image: ][image: ]

Rue François-Desnoyer

Sète Sète

✆ 04 99 04 76 16

www.museepaulvalery-sete.fr

museepaulvalery@ville-sete.fr



Open all year. The museum is closed on January 1st, May 1st, November 1st and December 25th. Low season: Tuesday to Sunday from 10am to 6pm. High season: every day from 9.30am to 7pm. Free for under 10-year-olds (unemployed people, school town of Sète). Adult: €9 (rates except exhibitions: €5.50). Child (from 10 to 18 years old): €4 (students, pupils except town of Sète). Group (10 people): €6 (rates except exhibitions: €4). Free access with the visit of the permanent collections: first Sunday of the month.


Just next to Mont Saint Clair with a view of the marine cemetery and the Mediterranean Sea, the Paul Valéry Museum, built in 1970, brings together about 4,000 works from the 19th century to the present day: to the collections of fine arts, with more than 700 paintings and more than one thousand drawings, come to add two specific collections, the Paul Valéry collection, where nearly 300 works by the artist are grouped, including 80 manuscripts (notably that of his poem Le Cimetière Marin, and a collection of arts and popular traditions, containing numerous performances of nautical jousting, intimately linked to the city of Sète. A great time!

.






[image: ] OFFICE DE TOURISME DE SÈTE[image: ]

60, Grand-Rue Mario-Roustan

Sète Sète

✆ 04 99 04 71 71

www.tourisme-sete.com

tourisme@ot-sete.fr

[image: ][image: ][image: ]


Low season: open Monday to Saturday from 9.30am to 5.30pm. High season: every day and public holidays from 9.30am to 7pm. April, May, June and September: Monday at Saturday from 9.30am to 6pm Sunday and public holidays from 10am to 5pm. Closed Christmas and day of L ‘Year.

In the heart of the city and just steps from Quai de la Marine, the tourist office of Sète welcomes you throughout the year. Easily located, the office is very well documented to help you discover the city and its activities. The staff in place will give you excellent advice if you look for a restaurant, an accommodation facility or leisure on site. In addition to making information available to you, the office offers ticketing service for shows, festivals, leisure and nautical activities and guided tours. An essential service since the entity is often organizer or partner of these different events. The teams make plethora of leaflets on Sète and Pays de Thau available to you, an opportunity to discover the region in all of its aspects. A shop on the theme of the region is also in place at the back of the office, perfect if you want to bring a souvenir typical of the city. This place is also a starting point for many visits of the city.





[image: ] LE PETIT TRAIN[image: ]

Quai Maximin-Licciardi

En bas de l’office de tourisme

Sète Sète

✆ 04 67 46 00 10

www.petittrainsete.com

petittrainsete@aol.com



Closed from November to March. Low season: open every day from 11am to 12pm and from 2.30pm to 5.30pm. High season: every day from 11am to 12pm and from 2.30pm to 7.30pm. October: Wednesday, weekend, school holidays from 2.30pm to 5.30pm. Adult: €6. Child (from 3 to 12 years old): €3 (adolescent students/: €5). Guided tour.

A beautiful surprise! Far from being monotonous, the mini train ride is really nice. Why? Simply because you visit the city while learning a bunch of details there. Thus you discover that thousands of animals pass through the commercial port, and tons of wood. But also because the driver is as friendly as good entertainer. During the 40-minute trip, he does not hesitate to fill his comment with anecdotes. A tip: various rides, choose the evening ride. It lasts one hour and goes up to the Corniche. The departure takes place quai de la Marine, every 30 minutes according to the season. Headphones make it possible for everyone to follow the comments, translated into eight languages. A nice ride!






Tourist Offices




[image: ] OFFICE DE TOURISME DE MONTPELLIER[image: ]

30, allée Jean-de-Lattre-de-Tassigny

✆ 04 67 60 60 60

www.montpellier-tourisme.fr

contact@ot-montpellier.fr

Tram lines 1 and 2, stop "Comedie".



Qualité Tourisme label. Sud de France quality. Open Monday to Saturday from 9.30am to 6pm; Sunday and public holidays from 10am to 5pm. Sale of tickets of transport, ticket office shows and leisures, excursions, city card. Tourism label & Disability.

If you arrive in Montpellier, go to place de la Comédie where you will find the Tourist Office of the city. Holidaymakers and newcomers in Montpellier find there from the entrance a rich and varied self-service documentation on the cultural news of the city, service providers and especially competent hostesses who do not hesitate to dive into the numerous tourist brochures looking for the long awaited information! This means that it is a passage more than recommended for those who want to know Montpellier day and night! Several theme guided tours, on the medieval city, the personalities of Montpellier, mansions or now the street art are organized on Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday. Since summer 2009, the Tourist Office of Montpellier has a reservation center that allows you to directly book your accommodation from the board's offices or more simply from its website.





[image: ] OFFICE DE TOURISME DE MAUGUIO CARNON[image: ]

Centre administratif – Rue du Levant

Carnon plage

Mauguio

✆ 04 67 50 51 15

www.mauguiocarnontourisme.com

officedetourisme@mauguio-carnon.com



Low season: open Monday to Friday from 9 am to 12: 30 pm and from 1: 30 pm to 5 pm; Saturday from 9 am to 1 pm. High season: every day from 9 am to 6: 30 pm.

Open 7 days a week in high season, the tourist office of Mauguio Carnon makes every effort to allow you to spend a good stay, give you all the tourist information on the territory and beyond on Pays de l’Or, the department of Hérault and the Occitania region. It must also be said that it has put the means to develop the quality of reception of its tourist destination. A quality approach rewarded by several classifications and labels, starting with Category I classification, a guarantee of quality of services provided, a label "Qualité Sud de France" obtained in 2013, the brand "Qualité Tourisme", which focuses on visitor satisfaction, but also the labels "Chambre d’hôtes référence® ", as well as "Tourisme et Handicap" for all four types of disability (mental, visual, auditory and motor). The latter is the guarantee for disabled people to have reliable, homogeneous and objective information on the accessibility of tourist sites and facilities. It should be noted that, since 2006, the staff of the tourist office has been trained to welcome the various disabled public.




Guided Tours




The Works Of Art Tour


The Contemporary art lovers will be charmed by this circuit, over the first tram line...

[image: ] Train Station. The Journey of Sarkis. On the theme of travel, the artist set thirty-two seats on both sides of the palm trees, planted along the way from the tram. Every seat is refered to one of the cultural wonders of the world: Taj Mahal, Sainte-Sophie... The distance from here and Elsewhere is engraved on the seats.

[image: ] Corum station. Les Allégories d'Allan McCollum. To Admire these sculptures, you will need to get out of the tram and take the monumental staircase leading to the Esplanade. According to the words of the artist, these works are allegories "de la dissolution et de la Renaissance, de la résurrection par la technologie moderne " (of the dissolution and Renaissance, of the resurrection through modern technology). For the record, these five damaged statues with striking colours are mouldings of works used by the time and which formerly adorned the gardens of Domaine de la Mosson, one of the most impressive follies, built in Montpellier and of which it remain today almost nothing.

[image: ] Université-des-Sciences station. Hommage à Confucius, a work of Alain Jacquet. To admire this sculpture called by students and locals la Grande Saucisse or le Donuts, you will have to get around on foot to the faculty of arts and Sciences and the university canteen. This very showy work, a creation of the French sculptor, installed in New York in the years 1960, is a part of the current pop art. Far from the gourmet allusion, it draws its inspiration from the binary system whose father is none other than the famous Confucius.

[image: ] Mosson station. La Constellation de Chen Zen. This work is relatively far from the others since it is located at the end of the tram, in Mosson. It was designed by the artist for this multicultural neighbourhood. It symbolises the modern "les champs modernes du dialogue et de l’échange fraternel entre les peuples" (the modern fields of dialogue and the brotherly exchange between people). It is composed of two spherical big plates around which, are arranged seventy chairs of aluminium alloy, copied from the models that were lent by the locals.








Discovering The River Lez




Duration: 2 hours. Walks are easy. It's impracticable by bike.
From the Saint-Lazare station, on the tramway line 2, go down the avenue de la Justice towards Lez. The Walk starts on rue de Ferran, just before the pont de la Concorde that is the connection between Montpellier and Castelnau. You cross the bottom of the park Méric, formerly owned by the family of the painter Frédéric Bazille. After a few hundred meters, take the path on stilts which begins on the right of an imposing plane tree. The view of the old village of Castelnau is worth a look and then you cross an ancient well. Continue by the path along the river and enjoy the pontoons which are installed on the river to take a short break – with a little luck, you will see a cormorant, a kingfisher or a heron. Then A staircase will allows you to reach a panoramic viewpoint on rue de Ferran. Continue on the main road in the same direction, Wood posts shows that the road becomes again accessible to cars, but traffic is low. For a few hundred meters, walk on a paved road, then you cross rue de la Combe-Caude, without taking it, you cross the Domaine de Bergemont on your left. The road climbs up to the Domaine municipal de la Valette. To the left of a large green gate, a door gives access to the Réserve Naturelle du Lez. The path is marked, so it is impossible to get lost! You end up on a large clearing below zoo de Lunaret. Here Le Lez offers some beautiful waterfalls and beautiful lakes. Continuing, the path takes up. You overlook the river by moving on a wooden path on stilts. Then you reach the Domaine d'Agropolis. Continue under a century-old plane trees alley that leads to a former mill, now turned into a canoe base. On your right, you can take a break on the large pebbles beach. Bypass the mill to a gate – which is usually half-opened; enter the park of an old orphanage. Be on your way to the marked path. Tables are set up for a picnic. Still walk a few tens of meters, and you arrive at the end of this walk, on the parking of Agropolis. Just Above, several buses will allow you to return to the city centre.








[image: ] TOURS OF THE TOURIST OFFICE

30, allée Jean-de-Lattre-de-Tassigny

✆ 04 67 60 60 60

www.montpellier-tourisme.fr

contact@ot-montpellier.fr



From €8. To consult the list of the visits, go on the site: www.ot-montpellier.fr.

Concerning the guided tours, the Tourist Office of Montpellier offers an impressive range of tours that deal with a range of very varied themes. Apart from the quality of the explanations, the advantage is to be able to visit private mansions or curiosities that are not easily accessible to unaccompanied tourists, this is particularly the case medieval Fessiers. Whether sports (with guided tours by bike), romantic (walking as a couple in the city centre) bold or cultural, the Tourist Office offers tours suitable for everyone. For example, there are winegrower's walks in the municipalities of the agglomeration, a visit on the theme of medicine in Montpellier, private mansions, the historic development of Montpellier through its city center, the Jardin des Plantes, Saint-Pierre cathedral, Montpellier "Mélomane", Lez by bike… The list of visits is long and everyone get what they want. As the number of participants in each visit is limited, it is best to book, especially in high season.





[image: ] A Treasure Hunt "Discovering Montpellier"[image: ]

Office de Tourisme de Montpellier

30, allée Jean-De-Lattre-de-Tassigny

✆ 04 67 60 60 60

www.ot-montpellier.fr

contact@ot-montpellier.fr



From November 1st, 2013 to January 1st, 2016.

Who says that children don't like downtown walks? If you are worried that your kids would be bored to visit monuments and listen to the explanations of a guide speaker, this is undoubtedly the activity you need: The paper chase! With their discovery booklet and accompanied by a guide of the Tourist Office, children plays for two hours the role of a historical investigator. The traditional urban tour is thus completely different… With a booklet and accompanied by a guide, discover the city with your family while enjoying yourself! Both sporty, playful and educational, the paper chase is decidedly like an ideal family outing.





[image: ] Montpellier By Bike[image: ]

Office de tourisme de Montpellier

30, allée Jean-De-Lattre-de-Tassigny

✆ 04 67 60 60 60

www.montpellier-tourisme.fr

contact@ot-montpellier.fr



From November 1st, 2013 to January 1st, 2016.


Do you move daily by car or public transportation, are you a sporty, ecologist citizen or a lover of nice strolls in the open air? Montpellier has a cycling network of almost 160 km just for you. Forget motorized vehicles and get started! For this cheaper, more eco-friendly, quicker during rush hours and especially very pleasant stroll under the Mediterranean sunshine, cycling is an activity of many benefits. If you do not have your own bike, the city will rent you one. Go to one of the 49 automatic Vélomagg' stations and serve yourself: more than 2,000 bikes are at your disposal everywhere in Montpellier and it will cost you only fifty centimes per hour!

[image: ] Price: free; Vélomagg': 0.50 €/h.

[image: ] Distance: cycling network of 160 km.

[image: ] Difficulty: easy.






[image: ] LE PETIT TRAIN DE MONTPELLIER[image: ]

Place de la Comédie

En face de l'office de Tourisme

✆ 04 67 66 24 38

www.montpellier-tourisme.fr/offre/fiche/le-petit-train-de-montpellier

petittrainmontpellier@gmail.com



Closed from December to January. Low season: open every day from 11am to 4pm. High season: every day from 10.30am to 6pm. Adult: €7. Child (up to 12 years): €4.

Wandering proudly in the historic center of Montpellier, also called Ecusson, the small train of Montpellier takes you to the heart of the city's history. A nice tour guided by an audioguide to learn about this city filled with mysteries and curiosities. Kids and adults will enjoy this walk through time and alleys during a journey of about forty minutes from the famous place de la Comédie every 30 minutes in July and August. Comments are available in 10 languages thanks to an audioguide: French, English, German, Italian, Spanish, Russian, Chinese, Dutch.





[image: ] URBAN BIKE CITY TOUR[image: ]

Rue des États-Généraux

Devant l'entrée de la Bibliothèque Universitaire Richter

✆ 06 12 58 57 65

www.urbanbikecitytour.com/fr/12-montpellier

contact.urbanbikecitytour@gmail.com

Tram line 1 "Port Marianne" stop.



Low season: open on Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 10am. High season: Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 9am. Stroll with the sea low season Tuesday and Thursday at 10am and 2pm, high season Tuesday and Thursday at 9am and 2pm. Guided tour Montpellier Street Art low season Wednesday at 10am and 2pm, high season Wednesday at 9am and 4pm. Guided tour (stroll accessible by bike as from 8 years, €18 for the adults, €15 for the children. 4am trott with drink €25 adult, €22 child, by reservation trott made to measure and privatized Saturday, Sunday and week). Bicycle, waistcoat of security, helmet and small bottle of water provided. Seat bicycle for free young child. Trailer child €9.

The city of Montpellier offers a multitude of ways to discover its center and coastline. Urban Bike City Tour will certainly please athletes! Ride your bike and set off on the adventure of Montpellier as a couple, alone, with family or as a group accompanied by a guide instructor during an educational and sporting walk, in summer and winter. You are offered three types of bicycle rides: the urban ride, which lasts 2 hours, makes you enjoy the architecture of the 21st century that emerged all around the old center. The sea ride plus access to nature takes you through the ponds to the edge of the Mediterranean. Finally the Montpellier Street Art, more culturally oriented, makes you pedal through a modern artistic world, made of trompe-l’œil, bikes in walls and other urban oddities.





[image: ] Guided tour Of The Mansions Of Montpellier[image: ]

Office de tourisme de Montpellier

30, allée Jean-de-Lattre-de-Tassigny

✆ 04 67 60 60 60

www.montpellier-tourisme.fr

contact@ot-montpellier.fr



From November 1st, 2013 to January 1st, 2016.

If you live in Montpellier, you undoubtedly pass in front of these hidden residences daily, without taking note of their luxurious façades and you will guess, the treasures their contain. Dating from the 17th, eighteenth and 19th centuries, the 80 mansions of the Ecusson bear witness to the architectural evolution and the progressive growth of the city. Today, to tell you their history, to sharpen your look and make you discover their nuances, the Tourist Office offers an interesting program of guided tours. Through these heavy doors, these illuminated courtyards, these large staircases of stone or forged iron… discover the classic era of Montpellier. The two hours of walking await you well and the guide, met by the team of the Petit Futé, knows to be both exciting and clear. You should yet think of booking your visit well in advance especially in high season. For obvious reasons of comfort and not to disturb people who live in these hotels, the number of visitors is limited and it is often full a week in advance.





[image: ] VISITE GUIDÉE EN BUS: MONTPELLIER CITY TOUR[image: ]

Devant l'office de Tourisme

Place de la Comédie

✆ 04 67 51 27 37

www.montpelliercitytour.com

villesgrandtour@aol.com



Closed from 31st of December to 1st of April. Open every day from 10.45am to 4.15pm. Bus that is not fitted for accessibility for disabled people. Guided tour (from €8 to €12).

Montpellier City Tour offers you a discovery of the city on journey of 13 km. You will be installed in a cabriolet minibus with retractable roof, ideal to fully enjoy the surrounding view. The seats are very comfortable and we take pleasure in listening to the comments of the guide (available in 10 different languages). The journey takes us from the historic center to Odysseum through the banks of Lez, Antigone and New Town Hall. The perfect visit to better admire the contemporary architecture as well as the historic sites, in a permanent contrast that is the charm of the city.





[image: ] UNE VISITE GUIDÉE ROMANTIQUE DE MONTPELLIER

www.ot-montpellier.fr

guides@ot-montpellier.fr



Open all year round. Guided tour.

What could be more romantic than discovering or even just walking in the heart of Montpellier during a romantic guided tour of the city, along its medieval alleyways as a couple? After strolling through its places generally closed to the public, like the medieval Mikvé, admire its unmissable monuments of which only the Tourist Office has the keys, you will enjoy a breathtaking view on the rooftops of the city at the top of the Arc de Triomphe while enjoying a glass of champagne. A different and irresistible way to perceive Montpellier, to make a proposal of marriage or simply to enjoy a beautiful summer day as a couple to lovingly coo. Book your "VIP guide" at the Tourist Office of Montpellier.





[image: ] Guided tours in the historic center of Montpellier[image: ]

Office de Tourisme de Montpellier

30, allée Jean-De-Lattre-de-Tassigny

✆ 04 67 60 60 60

www.ot-montpellier.fr

contact@ot-montpellier.fr



From November 1st, 2013 to January 1st, 2016.


A few hour walk and a true journey through time, this is what is waiting for you with these guided tours of the historic center of Montpellier. Accompanied by an approved guide lecturer, discover the secrets of the neighborhood's flagship monuments, usually inaccessible to the public. In the program, of course: The Mikvé (Jewish ritual bath), the Arc de Triomphe or the private hotel courtyards, all against the backdrop of histories and anecdotes that marked the city. In other words, how to exert yourself while learning! However, consider booking in advance at the Tourist Office because it is often complete.

[image: ] Duration: 2h or 3h.

[image: ] Difficulty: easy.

[image: ] Other practical information: compulsory reservation at the Tourist Office of Montpellier, before which you have an appointment 10 minutes prior to departure (Place de la Comédie). A minimum of 8 participants.




[image: ]

Guided tours in the historic center of Montpellier - Fountain on the Comédie square

© Stéphan SZEREMETA






[image: ] HALLE DU VERRE[image: ]

50, avenue du Nouveau-Monde

Claret

✆ 04 67 59 06 39

www.cc-grandpicsaintloup.fr

halleduverre@ccgpsl.fr

[image: ]


Site open from 4th of May to 18th of December. High season: open every day and public holidays from 10am to 12.30pm and from 2pm to 7pm. Off-season, Wednesday through Sunday and public holidays from 2pm to 6pm. November and December every weekend and public holidays from 2pm to 6pm. Free for under 16-year-olds. Adult: €6. Student reduced rate: €4. Halle du verre + Maison des Consuls combination ticket: €8. Guided tour. Shop. Activities.

Unique museum in France, this former glasswork has been arranged into an exciting space of interpretation devoted to the history of glass and its techniques, from Antiquity to the present days, without naturally overshadowing the adventure of the gentlemen glass-makers present here from the Middle Ages. Visitors are invited to discover the ancestral techniques of glass work, a unique know-how. Thus, they can measure the exchange of raw material between the Orient and the Mediterranean West before the fall of the Roman Empire and crusades stop this trade. Guided tours, temporary exhibitions, animations for children are offered throughout the year through various media such as thematic panels, windows, videos, lights and colors that give this historic path, a magic note. If models detail the operation of a glassmaker's workshop of yesteryear, the essential techniques of the modern glassworks are also presented within a "contemporary artists" space. In his workshop, the glass blower offers the magic and surprising spectacle of glass blowing.




Monuments & Buildings




[image: ] AQUEDUC SAINT-CLÉMENT

Boulevard des Arceaux

www.ot-montpellier.fr/annuaire/aqueduc-saint-clement.html

contact@ot-montpellier.fr



Access closed to public. Panorama of the Peyrou garden.

The Saint-Clément aqueduct or Aqueduct Pitot was built in the 18th century according to the plans of engineer Henry Pitot De Launay in order to facilitate the clean water supply of the city. Inspired by its Roman ancestor, the Pont du Gard, it stretches over 14 km from the town of Saint-Clément-de-Rivière, in the north of the town, to the water tower designed by Jean-Antoine Giral at the end of the Peyrou promenade. The last 800 metres that cross the Arceaux district (below Peyrou) are the most impressive art work. Thanks to this new source of water supply, many fountains, now disappeared were installed at the time (the Pyla Saint-Gély, Faubourg de Lattes, or la Putanelle fountains on the banks of Verdanson). You can also see other parts of this aqueduct in the la Croix-Verte neighbourhood in the north (rue de La Croix de Lavit) and the town of Saint-Clément-de-Rivière (boulevard de la Lironde).



[image: ]

AQUEDUC SAINT-CLÉMENT - Aqueduc Saint-Clément

© Stéphan SZEREMETA






[image: ] ARC DE TRIOMPHE[image: ][image: ]

Rue Foch



Free access 24/7 h.

This gate, symbol of power, was built by a Sun King anxious to show his power, at the end of the 17th century. It was made as the first of Montpellier in the big national campaign of beautification work in the cities. Designed by the architect François d'Orbay, a student of Mansart, this triumphal arch, built exactly in 1692, an imitation of Parisian gateways, was built on the site of one of the gates of the ancient wall. Some medallions show Louis XIV slaying an eagle (the Empire) and a lion (England). More peacefully, a trio of characters symbolises the canal du midi joining the Mediterranean sea and the Atlantic Ocean. Virgin marble plaques still await the name of the consuls which were erased during the revolution. At the end of 2003, restoration works returned to the arch all its prestige. The brave, curious, or the sports lovers, after climbing the 130 steps (in guided tour with the Tourist Office), can discover a majestic view of Montpellier and its surroundings. The Tourist Office offers to climb the steps to discover an exceptional view of the city, at the top of the Arch.



[image: ]

ARC DE TRIOMPHE - Carved detail on one of the medallions on the Arc de Triomphe – Montpellier

© Stéphan SZEREMETA






 [image: ]CHÂTEAU DE FLAUGERGUES[image: ][image: ]

1744, avenue Albert-Einstein

Quartier Millénaire

✆ 04 99 52 66 37

www.flaugergues.com

visiter@flaugergues.com



Gardens open every day Monday to Saturday from 9 am to 12: 30 pm and from 2: 30 pm to 7 pm (Sunday and public holidays from June to September). Castle (interior) June, July and September from 2: 30 pm to 6: 30 pm, except Monday, the rest of the year by appointment. Adult: €9.50 (visit gardens only: €7). Reduced rate: €7. School rate: €4.

Built at the end of the 17th century, Flaugergues is one of these residences called "follies" built in the Montpellier countryside near Grammont. Transmitted from generation to generation, Flaugergues today testifies to the way of life of the Montpellier inhabitants of the time. The gardens around the castle, rehabilitated by Mr. and Mrs. Colbert, extend over five hectares. They are arranged in five places: The terrace in front of the castle with a classic appearance, simple, stripped, the flowerbeds on the terrace, very symbolic of this place, served as a model in the 18th century to many other flowerbeds in the region. The large alley, known as the olive tree path that runs along the house to the west, is a beautiful prospect of 400 m lined with boxwood and olive trees, south-west of the castle is the English garden, botanical garden and finally, the vineyards to the east. Seeing, touching, feeling, these are the priorities in an amazing garden of 5 senses. There is also a restaurant in these walls, the Folia. This semi-gastronomic restaurant will delight the visiting gourmands. The Colbert family rent the castle for seminars or events. The visit may include a passage through the cellars to taste the Flaugergues wines and buy the regional products offered for sale.



[image: ]

CHÂTEAU DE FLAUGERGUES - Château de Flaugergues, Montpellier.

© Mathilde_Bavoillot – Tourisme Hérault






[image: ] CHÂTEAU DE LA MOGÈRE[image: ][image: ]

2235, route de Vauguières

✆ 04 67 65 72 01

www.lamogere.fr

contact@lamogere.fr



Open all year long. Low season: every weekend and public holidays from 2.30pm to 6.30pm. High season: Sunday to Friday from 2.30pm to 6.30pm. €7 from 18 years old/€3 for those under 18 years old/Single garden, €3.50.

Again a Follie (an old country house) of Montpellier, and now residence of the Vicomte de Saporta family. Formerly a stronghold of the Boussairolles family in the 18th century, located outside the city, this old mas stands out by the beautiful alley line with plane trees leading to one of the entrances. From the road, you can discover the main façade of the castle, through large parasols and the gardens. The residential and operational buildings form a set around four successive courses. Each of the wings is pierced by a monumental door, adorned with beautiful ironworks. To the north is a beautiful dovecot dating back to 1712, covered with a pyramidal roof. In front of the southern façade lies a terrace surrounded by a balustrade. Two statues, the Printemps and the Été, frame the steps to the altar that descend towards the central aisle of a French-style garden, to four lawns, bordered by boxwood and with circular water. The highlight of the visit is a buffet of water in rockwork, dried but impressive, classified as a historic monument since 1945. A beautiful example of Baroque art, presenting a Neptune surrounded by nymphs, in a cleverly arranged piles of pebbles and shells.





[image: ] COMÉDIE DES BOUQUINISTES[image: ]

Esplanade Charles de Gaulle



Open all year. Saturdays from 9am to 6pm. Free admission.

In the past, it was located at rue des Etuves but for a few years it settled down at the Esplanade Charles de Gaulle, between the Corum and the Place de la Comédie. Better, since the early 2014, from monthly, it became weekly, every Saturday. The last Saturday of the month, however, remains the most popular and most important, as it brings together some thirty bottles from all over the region, compared to some fifteen most of the time. Here, each bookseller has its speciality: cinema, polars, art books, cartoon… All of them are true passionate who know how to take the time to present you second-hand book but usually in excellent condition. And, above all, from cellophane wrapped book to the second-hand paperback book at a few euros, there are for all tastes but also for all budgets!





[image: ] LE CORUM[image: ]

Esplanade Charles-De-Gaulle

✆ 04 67 61 67 61

www.montpellier-events.com

corum@montpellier-events.com

Tram lines 1 and 2 stop "Le Corum".



3 auditoriums – 2000 places in the Berlioz auditorium – 6000 m ² of surface of exhibition and reception – 25 rooms of commission and desks – a space of catering facilities which can accommodate up to 1000 seats.

The entrance of the Corum, Palais des Congrès and Opera, is from the Esplanade Charles-De-Gaulle. Nevertheless, it is from the road of Nîmes, below, that this building of about fifty meters high looks like a bunker, with pink granite color, must be admired or at least observed, according to personal tastes. Inaugurated in 1990, it is the work of the architect Claude Vasconi. If its exterior appearance is challenged, the interior architecture is generally appreciated, especially for outstanding light work and an opera room of rare acoustic quality. When entering its bowels, it feels like entering a labyrinth inspired by the Cretan architecture of Knossos or Phaestos. Its roof accessible to tourists from the Esplanade offers breathtaking views of the north of the city and the hinterland.





[image: ] LA FACULTÉ DE MÉDECINE[image: ][image: ]

2, rue de l’École-de-Médecine

✆ 04 34 43 35 00

www.umontpellier.fr



Open all year round. Part of the building is freely accessible.

The building that currently houses the Faculty of Medicine was built in 1364 at the request of Pope Urbain V, to host the Saint-Benoît-et-Saint-Germain monastery. It was part of the same set as Saint-Pierre Cathedral. The faculty has been occupying these buildings since 1975. Yet, the lessons in medicine and law began much earlier in the 12th century. They were then held informally. Pope Nicolas IV awarded all the masters and students of the city the title of university in canonical and civil law, medicine and arts, on October 26, 1289. The University of Montpellier is thus one of the oldest in the western world. The science base was then the reading and commentary of the Avicenne Canon, a physician philosopher of the 10th century. Classes sometimes tinted with theology, astrology, and even magic! It was the first university in France to dissect corpses after getting authorization in 1366. It had among its students personalities as famous as Nostradamus or Rabelais, whose signature can be admired in a register.



[image: ]

LA FACULTÉ DE MÉDECINE - Interior courtyard of the Faculty of Medicine in Montpellier

© Stéphan SZEREMETA
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[image: ] FONTAINE DES TROIS GRACES[image: ]

Place de la Comédie



Undoubtedly the most emblematic monument of the city, Fontaine des Trois Grâces was carved by Etienne Antoine in 1776. These beautiful women from Montpellier, a little round with the eyes of our contemporaries but very beautiful in their time, are the divinities of Joy, Charm and Beauty, daughters of Zeus. First, settled at place de la Canourgue, then place du Marché-aux-Fleurs, it was in 1797 that the setting of the place de la Comédie was chosen for them. The ones that can be admired from the outside today are just a molding. The original ones are kept in the theater hall to protect them from inclement weather and unsociable degradation. This monument is nowadays the meeting place for many Montpellier inhabitants.



[image: ]

FONTAINE DES TROIS GRACES - The fountain of Trois Grâces, place de la Comedie.

© Stéphan SZEREMETA
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[image: ] LES HÔTELS PARTICULIERS[image: ]



The Écusson brings together an impressive number of hôtels particuliers and luxurious traditional houses, mostly built between the 17th and 18th centuries. Hôtel des Trésoriers de la Bourse, Hôtel de Manse, Hôtel de Varennes, Hôtel Sabatier-d’Espeyran, Hôtel de la Vieille Intendance, Hôtel Saint-Côme… The list is very long. Each of these small palaces is organized around one or more courses that often hide beautiful examples of the architecture of the day – stairs, ornaments, colonnades… Some are accessible to public all year round, others are open only on the occasion of Heritage Days or visits organized by the Tourist Office.





[image: ] MIKVE MEDIEVAL

1, rue de la Barralerie

Tramway: line 1 and 2 stop Comédie.



This place is worth visiting only as part of the guided tours organized by the Tourist Office. Guided tour.

The private mansion houses in its cellars important remnants of a Hebrew cultual collection of the 13th century. The Jewish community in Montpellier, with several thousand people, was at the time particularly important. It included landowners, artisans, traders and doctors. The only current element of this Hebrew set is the Mikvé. This Jewish ritual bath allowing purification ablutions, especially before the Jewish Easter, is naturally supplied by an underground groundwater. Located 15 steps downstairs leading to the room for changing, it consists of a colorful gemeled bay window with small columns, with vegetal decor that connects it with the bath and changing rooms. You can also admire beautiful semi-circular vaults. The synagogue and the adjacent rooms, at the same time, make this a unique heritage in Europe.





[image: ] LES STATUES DU CORUM[image: ]

Esplanade Charles de Gaulle



Free access;

Pink, blue, yellow, green and so on… the primary colours of these funny headless statues near Le Corum, at the end of Esplanade Charles de Gaulle intrigue everyone. In fact, their installation, near the Place de la Comédie, created a real controversy. But after the debate, they seem to have conquered tourists who often take pictures in front of their originality. In a very neoclassical sculptural style, they represent romantic women but without heads and each of them, on their large white base, is painted with a bright colour. We love or we hate, but they don't leave indifferent anyway. And isn't it the purpose of contemporary art? A little tip of Petit Futé: see them during the day. The colors are much more striking and, let's admit it, in the evening the Esplanade, despite the efforts of the authorities, is not particularly well frequented, far from it…





[image: ] CHÂTEAU DE CASTRIES[image: ][image: ]

Route de Baillargues

Rue du Château

Castries Castries

✆ 04 67 52 04 24

www.castries-tourisme.fr

contact@castries-tourisme.fr



Open all year. All year: guided tours only for groups (min 8 people) by reservation near the Tourist Office of Castries – Via Domitia. Guided tours for the individual ones in exceptional summer period and opening periods. The weekend from 12pm to 7pm. High season: Wednesday to Friday from 3pm to 7pm. Temporary exhibitions. Parking, Room of projection.

It is one of the most beautiful and best preserved castles in the region. One even surprises oneself to call it the "Petit Versailles of the Languedoc"! The first castle of this very fine estate was built in the 11th century. The successive buildings will remain in the Castries family until the French revolution. A castle with a unique and majestic look, also benefiting a splendid French formal garden dating from the 17th century and imaginated by Le Nôtre, Louis XIV's gardener. The castle was bought in the 19th century by the second duke of Castries that will restore its former splendor. In 1985, after the death of the last duke of Castries, the castle was bequeathed to the French Academy and then became the property of the Region. The buildings are arranged in a U-shape, around a courtyard. From this courtyard you can reach the large terraces where the view upon the alleys and ponds is splendid. The main body is preceded by a portico where a bust of Louis XIV is set. Guided tours for groups are organised all through the year, on booking in Tourist Office of Castries and is open to the public in July-August.





[image: ] ABBAYE DE VALMAGNE[image: ][image: ]

RD5

Villeveyrac

✆ 04 67 78 06 09

www.valmagne.com

info@valmagne.com



Closed the on Christmas Day and New Year's Day. Low season: open Monday to Saturday from 2pm to 6pm; every Sunday and public holidays from 10am to 6pm. High season: Monday to Saturday from 10am to 7pm; Sunday from 10am to 6pm. Schedule of the guided tours in season: 10.30am, 11.30am, 2.45pm, 3.45pm, 4.45pm, 5.15pm. Free for under 10-year-olds. Adult: €7.90. Child: €5.80 (idem for the unemployed, the disabled and students who are under 25 years old). Group (20 people): €7 (by reservation). School children €3. Guided tour. Food (Wine restaurant – Farm-Inn). Shop.

An oasis of freshness in the heart of an arid scrubland landscape, Valmagne Abbey is one of the best preserved evidences of Cistercian art. Transformed into a wine estate, it contains barrels of nearly 200 years, including two of them still being used for the vinification of the production. The visit continues with a medicinal plant garden and a conservatory of grape varieties the wine-growing estate uses. In summer, for twenty years now, the venerable walls of the abbey have been vibrating to the sound of the melodic accents of a festival focused on classical music of the Middle Ages until our time. The estate also hosts a high quality farmhouse inn in a former agricultural building of the abbey.
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ABBAYE DE VALMAGNE - Abbaye de Valmagne in Villeveyrac.

© Brigitte Merle / GraphicObsession
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Religious Buildings




[image: ] LE CARRÉ SAINTE-ANNE[image: ]

Rue Sainte-Anne

✆ 04 67 60 82 42



Open on Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday to Sunday from 1pm to 6pm; Thursday from 1pm to 9pm. Free.

This deconsecrated church, built in the 19th century, has the particularity of having the highest tower in the city. It is in the middle of the small square of the same name, very pleasant with its quiet cafés and restaurants. Reconverted into a municipal cultural space since the early 1990s, it now hosts prestigious exhibitions of contemporary art and of international artists (like Jonone in 2015 for example) throughout the year, whose program is available on the sites of the Tourist office and the City Hall. The great contemporary works blends by the way very well with the large stained glass windows and the walls made out of the old stones of the church. Its nave has been completely refurbished over a space of 600 m².





[image: ] CATHÉDRALE SAINT-PIERRE[image: ][image: ]

Place Saint-Pierre

✆ 04 67 66 04 12



Open Sunday to Friday from 9am to 12pm and from 2.30pm to 11am; Saturday from 9am to 6.15pm. Free.

Former chapel of Benedictins built in 1364 by Pope Urban V, it became an Episcopal seat in 1536, when the bishop was transferred from Maguelone to Montpellier. Devastated during the Religious wars, it was reworked in the 17th and 19th centuries, in several parts contrasting with its austere facade and its 14th century porch. The Revolution proclaimed it "Temple of Reason", like many other churches, before it became a military warehouse. Despite these changes, it still contains a monumental painting, "The miracle of Saint Peter", which we owe to the painter and inhabitant of Montpellier Sébastien Bourdon (in the 17th century). To contemplate absolutely the porch, imposing canopy supported by huge circular batteries that once worn the coat of arms of Urban V. As a prolongation, the medical faculty occupies the buildings of the former Benedictine monastery. it is the most important monument of Gothic style of the city of Montpellier and the largest church of Occitania. Its imposing silhouette, worthy of a strong castle, deserves the detour.
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CATHÉDRALE SAINT-PIERRE - The Saint-Pierre Cathedral- Montpellier

© Stéphan SZEREMETA






[image: ] CENTRE BOUDDHISTE PALDEN SHANGPA MONTPELLIER – KRTL[image: ]

2468, route de Mende

✆ 04 67 52 56 58

www.krtl.net

secretariat@krtl.net



Every Tuesday and Friday at 8pm Tchenrezi meditation practice (free and open to all). Every evening of full moon, ritual of Milarepa.

The KRTL (Kagyu Rintchen Tcheu Ling) congregation, founded in 1975 by Kalu Rimpoche, is represented in the Buddhist center of Montpellier by the Lama Seunam Tsering, a superior of the Congregation. In this center, emphasis is particularly focused on meditative practice. You will be pleased to attend and regularly participate in meditation courses, follow spiritual instruction according to the KAGYU school, which draws its origins in Buddhist of Kangyur canons (translations of Buddha's words), and Tengyur (comments or treaties on Buddha's teachings), and to join spiritual retreat in this beautiful traditional style Tibetan temple. Many meetings are also organized with great Buddhist masters and everyone is invited from novice to the most experienced ones!





[image: ] LE COUVENT DES URSULINES[image: ]

3, Boulevard Louis-Blanc

Tramway: line 1 stop Louis Blanc.



The Agora is visited with the Tourist Office of Montpellier, touch and information with the Tel. 04 67 60 60 60.

Realized in 1641 by the architect Jean Bonnassier at the request of the Ursulines, the convent, during the Revolution, was transformed into a prison for women. Acquired by the municipality in the 1980s, it now houses the National Choreographic Center, called "Agora", as well as numerous performances during the summer festivals. If most of the rooms are thus closed to the public, it is nevertheless possible to climb the stairs to the raised square and, if we can be discreet and not disturb, take a look at the very nice entrance hall.





[image: ] ÉGLISE SAINT-ROCH

Place Saint-Roch



Open depending on the events (church always in activity). Often open the afternoon.

Located on the magnificent Place Saint-Roch in the heart of the Écusson, this recent church of the 19th century, is a tribute to the patron saint of the city, native of Montpellier, Saint Roch, healer of the lepers. Built in a neo-Gothic style, at the location of the former Saint Paul church, which remains the open-air abbey, at the same level as the sacristy, the church houses relics of the saint healer, which bears his name. The construction we wanted was financed by a lottery but was never finished. The marble statue of the saint, which had to adorn the façade, remained at the presbytery. The sanctuary welcomes pilgrims along the year towards Santiago de Compostela or to Rome. It is also the site of the festival of Saint-Roch every year on August 16. Many events are organized! Saint-Denis and Saint-Roch churches have merged with the Cathedral Parish since January 2015.





[image: ] CATHÉDRALE DE MAGUELONE

Domaine de Maguelone

Villeneuve-lès-maguelone

✆ 04 67 50 63 63

www.compagnons-de-maguelone.org

esat@compagnons-de-maguelone.org

Access by Palavas, right bank: Free access during off season, paid parking in summer. Access by Villeneuve, paid parking in summer.



Open all year. Low season: every day from 9am to 6pm. Parking €4 from beginning of May to mid-September (free in low-season). Guided tour (audio-guide recommended). Shop.

Between the pond of Prévost and the sea, on a small island of vineyards and pine trees, a few steps from Palavas-Les-Flots stands the cathedral of Maguelone, a Romanesque building that was the headquarter of the bishop of Montpellier from the 5th to the 11th century. The primitive building was destroyed after reconquering the Saracen, in the 8th century, but rebuilt at the beginning of the 12th century. The polygonal apse and the quarter-sphere vaulted apse date back to that time. From 1158 to 1778, the former nave was replaced by the current barrel vault whose walls are cut from a shell limestone. Only ornament, the tympanun of the western portal is carved out of a very pure white marble and represents a Christ in majesty surrounded by symbols of evangelists. Most recently the cathedral has been decorated with contemporary stained glass windows whose refined style is suitable for the architecture and classical music settles there each summer in June. This so quiet estate is a site protected run by an assistance center through the work of which you will find the productions in the shop (wine cellar) and at the store by the pond (seafood products).
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CATHÉDRALE DE MAGUELONE - Maguelone cathedral.

© C_Gauthier – Tourisme Hérault





Museums




[image: ] ESPACE DOMINIQUE BAGOUET[image: ]

Esplanade Charles-de-Gaulle

✆ 04 67 63 42 78

www.montpellier.fr/3945-espace-dominique-bagouet-lieu-d-art-et-de-patrimoine.htm

mtp.quotidien@ville-montpellier.fr



Open Tuesday to Sunday from 10am to 1pm and from 2pm to 6pm.

Completely refurbished and renovated at the end of 2012, the site formerly housed the photographic collection dedicated to the popular Pavilion since the 1990s. With a change of artistic direction in the year 2017, the space is now used to publicize the great regional artistic figures of the 19th and 20th centuries since they are not shown anymore due to lack of space within the Musée Fabre, which has increasingly taken an international orientation. The heritage in this field is important and beautiful discoveries have to be made, with several exhibitions per year of artists and various arts that make local and regional heritage. Today, it also offers regular temporary exhibitions to well-known or future famous contemporary regional artists. And in addition, the entrance is free!





[image: ] INSTITUT DE BOTANIQUE[image: ]

163, rue Auguste-Broussonet

✆ 04 99 23 21 82

www.umontpellier.fr



Visits by appointment.

With its four million samples of rare plants kept on six floors, this herbarium is unique in France. Now a property of the University of Montpellier II, the collection began with Charles Flahaut in 1889 and then enriched. The oldest pieces may be those of the Chirac collection, the 17th century, or the famous Delile herbarium brought back to Egypt's campaign in 1798… But it's true that this place, ill-suited to visit, receives very few visitors. All the more as for the past few years, for fire safety reasons, only the small patio is accessible to public.





[image: ] MUSÉE ART BRUT MONTPELLLIER[image: ]

1, rue Beau-Séjour

✆ 04 67 79 62 22

www.atelier-musee.com

contact@atelier-musee.com

Tram line 2 "Beaux-Art" stop.



Open all year. Wednesday to Sunday from 10am to 1pm and from 2pm to 6pm. Free for under 10-year-olds. Adult: €8. Reduced rate €6 - Free for the children. Activities.

Were you looking for an art gallery that is at the same time gardened and of quality? You now have the workshop and museum Fernand Michel, which was open to public on April 9, 2016. A museum dedicated to art of Fernand Michel (1913-1999), a collector, who worked on zinc in his lifetime. He created so much things based on this material that he made a reputation "zinc artist" in the corner. Prolific, Fernand Michel had over 750 art pieces stored in his museum. This 800 m² space represents gross art, free figuration, singular art, Folk art and also other western surrealist artists' ones from the early 1900s to nowadays.





[image: ] MUSÉE ATGER[image: ][image: ]

2, rue de l’Ecole-de-Médecine

UFR Médecine CS 59001

✆ 04 34 43 35 80

www.umontpellier.fr/patrimoine/musees/musee-atger



Closed during school holidays. Open on Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 1.30pm to 5.45pm. Limited schedules, suitable for modification, it is preferable ask for information front. Free.

Hosted by the Bibliothèque de Médecine, this museum is devoted to the collection of Xavier Atger (1758-1833), a lover of prints and drawings who donated his collection to the university at the time of his death. With his thousand drawings and some five thousand prints of the French school, Italian and Flemish schools of the 16th, 17th 18th centuries, some paintings, the visit deserves its weight in gold! It's also possible that these huge collections will eventually join the ones of drawing department of the Musée Fabre and that unit enjoys a specific exhibition place, which makes them more accessible.





[image: ] MUSÉE DE LA PHARMACIE ALBERT CIURANA[image: ]

Faculté de Pharmacie

15, avenue Charles-Flahault

✆ 04 11 75 93 55

www.umontpellier.fr/patrimoine/musees/musee-de-la-pharmacie-albert-ciurana

pharma-musee@univ-montp1.fr



Open on Tuesday and Friday from 10am to 12pm. Possibility of guided tour.

Unfortunately, the museum is only open for a few very short hours, leaving little time for the visit. A little shame for a museum that traces the history of pharmacy, medicine, surgery and science related to it and which is one of the only pharmacy museums of this importance present on a university site in France! Many great articles and documents are exposed there: pots, herbarium, furniture, models, instruments and archives, they allow you to imagine this universe in the past. The Pharmacy Museum Albert Ciurana, the name of its creator, addresses the history of a profession and its various components (industrial, biological, hospital and compendial pharmacies) in an intimate atmosphere. All the objects, books, furniture, bushes, oil paintings, machines that interest pharmaceutical art come from donations.





[image: ] MUSÉE DES ARTS DÉCORATIFS SABATIER D'ESPEYRAN[image: ][image: ]

6, rue Montpelliéret

✆ 04 67 14 83 00

www.museefabre.montpellier3m.fr

musee.fabre@montpellier3m.fr



Open Tuesday to Sunday from 2pm to 6pm. Closed on Monday. Open on July 14th and on August 15th. Adult: €4. Reduced rate: €2.50. Family package: €8. Admission tickets to be withdrawn with the Fabre museum.

On the Esplanade de la Comédie, at one street of Musée Fabre, the hotel Sabatier d'Espeyran is a museum dedicated to decorative arts of the 18th and 19th centuries since 2010. Its highlights? Objects and furniture are presented in context in an authentic décor. The mansion, inherited by the Sabatier d'Espeyran family, was restored by the Emmanuel Nebout architecture workshop. Most of the pieces presented come from Espeyran's Sabatier family, others are furniture donations from antique Jean Pierre Rouayroux. The restoration of the place, faithful to the original, allows you to discover rooms designed as living rooms. The ground floor is dedicated to ceramics and goldsmiths, while the first floor restores the family apartments of the 19th century. As for the second level, it features 17th-century furniture such as dressers, seats, and baskets. During the visit, a videophone will allow you to obtain more information about the pieces in the collection. Tickets are available at the reception of the Musée Fabre.





[image: ] MUSÉE DES MOULAGES[image: ]

Université Paul-Valéry

route de Mende

✆ 04 67 14 54 86

www.univ-montp3.fr

mdm@univ-montp3.fr

Line 1 Saint-Eloi stop.



Closed on Mondays, public holidays, for Christmas holidays, July and August. Adult: €3. Guided tours by appointment (rates on the site). Guided tour.

Installed in 1966 in a building designed for this purpose, the Musée des Mollages at Paul Valéry University exhibits pieces from its rich collection of over 300 pieces. Ancient sculptures, medieval, statuary and monumental ensembles are to be seen. Gathered in the 1880s, ancient sculptures and medieval sculptures purchased in 1904 when a Christian art school was closed in Valencia or given by the city of Béziers. The museum, attached to the Faculty of Letters, was intended, like so many others in Europe at that time, to serve as a support and illustration for teaching the history of art. The moldings museum reopened early in 2012, after a long period of renovation, premises and works, in partnership with the Louvre Museum in Paris and the National Museum of Catalan Art in Barcelona. The museum organizes temporary exhibitions and scientific events open to all. Please note: The collection of moldings received the title of Historical Monuments in 2009. A heritage to discover!





[image: ] MUSÉE DU VIEUX MONTPELLIER[image: ]

2, place Pétrarque

Hôtel de Varennes

✆ 04 67 66 02 94

www.montpellier.fr/468-musee-du-vieux-montpellier

parcoursmuseographique@ville-montpellier.fr



Open Tuesday to Sunday from 10am to 1pm and from 2pm to 6pm. Free for under 26-year-olds. Adult: €3. Free for over 60-year-olds, unemployed people, etc

Three museums of Montpellier for the price of one! The Musée de la Pharmacie and the Chapelle de la Miséricorde, the Musée d'Histoire de Montpellier and the Musée du Vieux Montpellier join to offer you the best of the city. The last, located in the hotel Varennes at place Peetrarque, gathers furniture, common objects (currency, clothing, accessories) and decorative arts that remind the history of the city of the Middle Ages, the date of birth of the city, through the Renaissance and the Revolution.





 [image: ]MUSÉE FABRE[image: ]

13, rue Montpelliéret

✆ 04 67 14 83 00

www.museefabre.montpellier3m.fr

musee.fabre@montpellier3m.fr

[image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ]


Closed on January 1st, May 1st, May 8th, November 1st and December 25th. Open Tuesday to Sunday from 10am to 6pm. Free for under 6-year-olds. Adult: €6. Child (from 6 to 18 years old): €4. Ticket family at €12. Tourism label & Disability. Guided tour. Catering facilities. Shop. Activities. Reference library.

Since its renovation and the expansion of the museum, its attendance continues to attract more and more kids and adults. One of the most important and impressive collections in France is highlighted in large and beautiful rooms: Flemish, Dutch, Italian, Spanish and French collections represented by the great European schools of 16th in the 18th century (Zurbaran, Reynolds, Tenier, Veronese…) and French (Greuze, Ingres, Delacroix, Courbet, Bazille, Poussin, Papety…), contemporary paintings. The painter Pierre Soulages, the most famous French painter alive, known for his "black light" works, donated some of them to the museum, benefiting from a special room featuring a colourful rainbow. We regularly come to the Museum for the quality of his temporary exhibitions. The Musée Fabre is also modern, convivial and functional, attractive and adapted to all with new services: welcome, bookstore, documentation center, locker rooms, restaurant (entrusted to the Pourcel Brothers)…





[image: ] LA PANACÉE

14, rue de l’École-de-Pharmacie

✆ 04 34 88 79 79

www.lapanacee.org

mediation@lapanacee.org

Tram lines 1 or 4 stop "Louis Blanc".



Open all year. Free. Children welcome. Guided tour (free). Catering facilities. Shop. Activities.

This place of art and creation, of which Nicolas Bourriaud is director and the future center of contemporary art, opens a dialogue between different disciplines: visual arts, writing and digital. Located at the premises of the former medical university, then in turn to the faculty of pharmacy, the school of law and national laboratory of health in the 20th century, La Panacée is a true "artists' city" dedicated to contemporary art. In addition to exhibitions, La Panacée organizes shows, conference cycles, interventions around the plastic arts and current artistic practices. The place also hosts artists in residents, accommodation for students in art as well as workshops from 28 to 60 m². The bar/restaurant in the large room offers fine cuisine and is also a popular place for arty Montpellier inhabitants.





[image: ] PAVILLON POPULAIRE[image: ]

Esplanade Charles-de-Gaulle

✆ 04 67 66 13 46

www.montpellier.fr

visites@ville-montpellier.fr

[image: ]


Closed on Monday. Free admission (except exception).

This pavilion with neoclassical architecture, located between the trees of the Esplanade and the Jardin du Champ de Mars, is an extension of the Musée Fabre, devoted essentially to photography. Completely free to public, it is animated by temporary reference exhibitions (Patrick Tosani, Tuggener, Brassaï, Bernard Plossu…). On average every year, it hosts three exhibitions, international, national and local artists. Behind this innovative programming: an artistic director, specialist in American photography of the 1950s: Gilles Mora. Please note that guided tours are organised weekly. Exhibitions imposing Montpellier as a stronghold between Arles and Perpignan and positioning themselves among the very first places of contemporary photographic exhibition.
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