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Editorial


Each year we are proud to present, in its new edition, our new recommended addresses for accommodation, gastronomy, cultural and sporting activities that abound both on the coast and in the Basque Country. This is a great reward for us who travel all year round on the roads, from Bayonne to Hendaye, from Mauléon to Espelette, etc., each time with the desire to discover and make known the talents of our craftsmen, this human gift which is not only limited to simple tourist "spots" or postcard clichés. The Basque Country has 158 communes, more than 300,000 inhabitants, and is one of the best culinary destinations in the world, with a plethora of sporting activities: golf, surfing, pelota, rafting, tennis, cycling, hiking, horse riding, etc. A historical-cultural identity and a language, enriched by thousand-year-old traditions and translated into its architecture, its clothing traditions and a unique gastronomy with an infinite variety of land and sea products and local recipes. Thanks to the development of numerous weekly connections, rail (4 hours from Paris), air (an average of 1.5 hours from European capitals), road with the A63 (1.5 hours from Bordeaux) with its 3 lanes, not forgetting BlaBlaCar, BlaBlaBus, FlixBus, etc., with shuttles several times a day from major French cities, but also from Barcelona, the Basque Country has become a "top 3" destination in Europe! Everyone will find something to discover and enjoy in this new 2021 guide, which is now published in an English version.

The Basque Country editorial team





Discover the Basque Country
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Saint-Jean-de-Luz / DonibaneLohizune - The port of Saint-Jean-de-Luz.
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The must-sees




EUSKAL PASS: THE BEST OF THE BASQUE COUNTRY!


"Euskal Pass, the best of the Basque Country! "offers a 48-hour or 5-day pass to enjoy free entry and visits to some thirty sites and guided tours in the French Basque Country.

[image: ] When you buy your Pass at the tourist offices of the Basque Country Tourist Office, addresses which can be found on the website www.euskalpass.com, you will systematically receive a booklet. All the sites included in the Pass are listed with a description and practical information.

[image: ] The Euskal Pass app: available for download on IOS and Android, it allows you to consult timetables, conditions, locate the sites and monuments included in the Pass, obtain more detailed information on the history of the sites visited, and have a dematerialised Pass in the form of an "embedded" QR code. The application is free and accessible offline.

[image: ] Instructions for use: the Euskal Pass, developed by the Basque Country Tourist Office, is activated on the first use at one of the sites included, as follows:

- Access to a choice of 3 of the 6 sites listed below: Cité de l'Océan in Biarritz, Villa Arnaga in Cambo-les-Bains, Grottes de Sare, Grotte de La Verna, Bateau Nivelle V in Saint-Jean-de-Luz, Wow Park in Urrugne.

- For all other sites, free access (Castles of Bidache, Mauléon and Urtubie, Bishops' Prison, Basque Museum, Ecomuseum of Pelota, guided tours, etc.)

[image: ] Prices: Pass 48h (consecutive): adult: 25 €, child (6 to 13 years old): 17 €; Pass 5 days (consecutive): adult: 45 €, child (6 to 13 years old): 30 €








The eusko: the local currency of the Basque Country


Two currencies circulate in the Basque Country: the Euro of course and the Eusko, a currency that relocates the economy by circulating only in the Basque territory to boost the local economy, the Ecological Transition, peasant agriculture, local shops and the Basque language.

[image: ] 1 eusko = 1 euro

[image: ] Change your euros into eusko!

More information at the end of this Guide in the "Organise your stay" section.








Identity Card


[image: ] Population: about 300 000 inhabitants.

[image: ] Density: 100 inhabitants/km².

[image: ] Surface area: 3,000 km².

[image: ] Important cities: Bayonne, Anglet, Biarritz.

[image: ] Number of communes: 158.

[image: ] Region: New Aquitaine. Aquitaine merged on 1 January 2016 with the Poitou-Charentes and Limousin regions.

[image: ] Highest point: Orhy peak (2,017 meters).

[image: ] Main rivers: the Adour, the Nive.








The Basque flag in 1894

The red background represents the people, the green cross of Saint Andrew in the same colour as the oak tree of Biscay symbolises the law which is above the people. A white cross on the green cross and on a red background symbolises the morality of Christ who must reign over the law and the people. Thus the different terms of the motto are all represented in the flag. Jaingoikoa (God) is represented by the white cross. Lege Zaharra (the old law) is represented by the green cross, Eta (and) is represented by the union of the two crosses in the centre of the flag.






Basque Museum of the History of Bayonne




[image: ] MUSÉE BASQUE ET DE L’HISTOIRE DE BAYONNE[image: ][image: ]

Maison Dagourette

37, quai des Corsaires

Bayonne Baiona

✆ 05 59 59 08 98

www.musee-basque.com

contact@musee-basque.fr




"Hemen sartzen dena, bere etxean da! "

Welcome to this Museum of France, which houses the richest collection dedicated to life in the North Basque Country (Iparralde). The Dagourette House, a rare and beautiful 17th century port house, classified as a historical monument, has been home to the Basque Museum since it opened in 1924. Following a major renovation in 2001, vast and luminous contemporary spaces have been added to the old building, offering comfort and fluidity to the visit. Around a large skylight (Argialde)

, twenty or so themed rooms on three levels reveal the many aspects of Basque culture: origins and language, funeral rites, rural life and architecture, domestic life and crafts, maritime and river activities, festivals and games, and regional history. The section devoted to the history of Bayonne evokes Basque and Gascon societies at the confluence of the Nive and Adour rivers and the opening onto the Atlantic Ocean. Each year, a temporary exhibition highlights a theme, an artist, an aspect of art and society in the Basque Country. Just a stone's throw from the Museum, on the heights of the Place Paul Bert, the north wing of the Château-Neuf (a listed 15th century fortress) houses the Museum's Library-Documentation Centre, one of the richest structures in the Basque Country, with its 30,000 old and contemporary documents, manuscripts, books, newspapers, magazines, etc.

Reception of the public: limited capacity, in compliance with the sanitary rules* linked to Covid-19. Masks must be worn. Online reservation is mandatory. Practical information is available at: www.musee-basque.com. Visits: self-guided and guided tours: online reservation. Free audio-guided tour application: Basque Museum guide available in French, Basque, Spanish and English on App Store and Google Play to be downloaded before visiting the museum. Activities: consult

the agenda on musee-basque.com (family and young audience routes; Thursday evenings at 6pm: lectures, musical and dance lectures, film screenings, etc.; adult and young audience activities; school activities: contact the mediation service at ✆ 06 25 24 34 24; library-documentation centre: by appointment from 9: 30am to 12pm and 2pm to 5pm. ✆

05 59 59 57 50 - 05 59 59 57 54.

Shop

: bookshop and exclusive creations.





Biarritz Océan




[image: ] CITÉ DE L'OCÉAN[image: ]

Avenue de la Plage – La Milady

Biarritz/Miarritze

✆ 05 59 22 75 40

www.citedelocean.com

contact@biarritzocean.com




The Cité de l'Océan lets you discover the ocean in a fun and sensational way, using modern technologies to provide you with new and interactive experiences. Thanks to Virtual Surf, surf the perfect tube and try to take the lead! Embark on an eventful journey aboard the Bathyscaphe, a dynamic 4D cinema. Standing on a dynamic surfboard and equipped with a virtual reality mask, you will find yourself in the shoes of a surfer thanks to Surf Sensation 5D. Virtual Trip 360°: an amazing dive with a virtual reality mask! Go on a 360° immersive dive in the heart of a pack of 700 sharks in French Polynesia, with the animation "700 sharks in the night", a virtual reality documentary that follows the expedition led by Laurent Ballesta, which helps to understand the hunting techniques of one of the largest marine predators. You will also marvel at the beauty of the 40-minute 3D film. Will you dare to push your limits and defy the laws of gravity by riding Seaborg? Equipped with a virtual reality mask, set off on an immersive and eventful journey along the beauty of our Aquitaine coast. Virtual reality animations age min. 6 years. Animation " Seaborg ", min. size 142 cm. New and surprising experiences!

New: swap your mask and snorkel for a virtual reality mask and dive deep into the deep blue sea. A 12-minute 360° film that immerses you in fascinating species!






[image: ] AQUARIUM DE BIARRITZ[image: ][image: ]

Esplanade du Rocher de la Vierge

Biarritz/Miarritze

✆ 05 59 22 75 40

www.aquariumbiarritz.com

contact@biarritzocean.com



Around 1880, the Marquis de Folin, after convincing the French authorities to launch the first scientific campaign of the "Travailleur" to explore the depths of the Bay of Biscay, declared that it was necessary to create a centre of study in Biarritz, which would become a centre to which people would come from all over. This idea gave birth to the Biarritz Aquarium, which was one of the first French establishments to talk about oceanography to a public fascinated by the fascinating world of the oceans. However, it was not until after the war that the municipality considered creating an oceanographic institute or museum in Biarritz. The Art Deco building, housing the Biarritz Aquarium, opened to the public in 1933. The Aquarium is then a completely modern achievement in its architecture, decoration and layout. The official inauguration took place in 1935. In 1966, the cetacean room was inaugurated, where you can see a cast of a mesoplodon or beaked whale, an orca or killer whale and their skeletons, skeletons and casts of dolphins and porpoises, a narwhal's tooth measuring more than two metres, two folded harpoons and display cases containing numerous 18th century navigational instruments, a candlelit lantern from a steamboat, and proportional compasses... In 1973 the Delord Room was inaugurated. It is one of the places where you can currently find elements of our maritime heritage in a decor that soberly evokes the interior of a ship. You can discover marine objects (octants, sextants...), models and works of art. The major renovation in 1992 enabled the museum to be equipped with modern aquariological and museographic facilities, while retaining its original interior and exterior architecture, and to create the shark cave. In 2008, work began on the Cité de l'Océan. Then, in 2011, the extension unveils a deeper course on four levels, the rise of the Gulf Stream, the Caribbean Sea, the Indo-Pacific zone. A modified scenography, a surface doubled from 3,500 m² to 7,000 m², additional aquariums, one of the largest basins in France with 1,500 m3, a Caribbean lagoon and the Atalaye souvenir shop.
Also a care centre for seals and sea turtles. It thus participates in the safeguarding of endangered species. Every winter, storms surprise the baby seals, which are only a few weeks old. Tossed about by the swell and the currents, they drift away from their colonies (Brittany, England and Ireland). When they are exhausted, they come to rest on the beaches, then leave if the weather conditions and their physical condition allow it. It is therefore not uncommon to see these little balls of fur regain their strength on the beaches. If they have injuries (often due to dog bites on the beaches) or are too weak, the Biarritz Aquarium takes them in at the care centre. On arrival, they are placed in individual quarantine tanks. They are then weighed, which enables us to assess the state of leanness and therefore the health of the animals. The babies we take in often weigh only about 15 kilos, which is usually their birth weight. If the animals have wounds, they are disinfected and sutured if necessary. It is also common to have to remove some oil pellets from the animal's coat or eyes. The team tries, as much as possible, to limit the use of antibiotics. Seals are fed individually according to their health, needs and age. Indeed, it is not uncommon to see a baby seal sucking on a piece of fish, which indicates that it has been dragged adrift while it had not begun to feed itself and was still suckling its mother. The keepers weigh the animals every week and watch the curves change. When the seals reach about 40 kilos, they are ready to return to the ocean. After receiving authorization to release the animals from the DDPP (Direction Départementale de la Protection des Populations), the seals are banded and then transported to Brittany, as close as possible to their colony. Throughout their stay in the care centre, contact between humans and animals is very limited so that they do not become too domesticated. Each year, two to three individuals are cared for in Biarritz. 2014 remains an extraordinary year for the care center and the team of biologists. Indeed, the violence of the winter storms brought 14 babies. The Aquarium's educational department designs educational activities adapted to the specificities and school level of each cycle. It develops different programmes to help pupils discover the ocean, how it works and its inhabitants. The caretakers set their rhythm to that of the meals. They use secret corridors to access the tanks to feed each species with artemia, mysis, mussels and other small fish. Each species has a specific diet, in order to respect the diet and biological rhythm of each one. The food is essentially composed of fresh or frozen food (peeled mussels, shrimps, squid, cuttlefish, fish fillets...). To compensate for vitamin deficiencies, a food supplement can be added to the food.




Villa Arnaga




[image: ] LA VILLA ARNAGA[image: ][image: ]

Musée Edmond Rostand

Route Docteur-Camino

Route de Bayonne

Cambo-les-Bains/Kanbo

✆ 05 59 29 83 92

www.arnaga.com

contact@arnaga.fr



Cambo-les-Bains had the advantage of being discovered, not by financiers and promoters, but by the writer-poet Edmond Rostand. Immerse yourself in his universe in the heart of this privileged corner of the Basque Country where he has always felt at home: he settled, wrote and built without disfiguring, quite the contrary. Arnaga Park is the perfect expression of the swing of the heart and soul of its creator, divided between his inclination for solitude and meditation as materialized in the English garden, on the one hand, and his inclination for honours and luxury as shown in his French garden, on the other. The famous author of Cyrano de Bergerac gave Cambo an image as poetic as his verses. His superb Villa Arnaga, built by the famous Parisian architect Joseph-Albert Tournaire, was constructed in 1903. Thanks to his enlightened personality, Edmond Rostand was able to give a particular elegance to the imposing Basque style residence. Nestled in the heart of 15 hectares of French and English gardens, the result is a refined masterpiece: both the walls and the furniture were commissioned from renowned artists. Transformed into a museum since 1960, the Villa opens the doors of intimacy where documents and paintings evoking the life of the writer are exhibited. One discovers the astonishing universe in which Edmond Rostand found inspiration. Note that it was in Cambo that Edmond Rostand wrote Chantecler in 1910! To complete the visit of the villa, room cards in 4 languages are available.
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