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Pour​ ​bien​ ​comprendre​ ​
le​ ​début​ ​de​ ​l’histoire...
Monsieur​ ​Otis,​ ​ministre​ ​américain,​ ​vient​ ​d’acheter​ ​
un​ ​château​ ​en​ ​Angleterre.​ ​Son​ ​ancien​ ​propriétaire,​ ​
le​ ​vieux​ ​lord​ ​Canterville,​ ​le​ ​prévient​ ​solennellement:​ ​
le​ ​château​ ​est​ ​hanté.​ ​Ce​ ​n’est​ ​pas​ ​une​ ​superstition​ ​
mais​ ​une​ ​certitude​ ​car​ ​le​ ​fantôme​ ​a​ ​été​ ​vu​ ​à​ ​plusieurs​ ​
reprises​ ​et​ ​par​ ​différentes​ ​personnes.
Cette​ ​révélation​ ​n’inquiète​ ​absolument​ ​pas​ ​M.Otis.​ ​
Pour​ ​lui,​ ​les​ ​fantômes​ ​n’existent​ ​pas.​ ​Ils​ ​ne​ ​pourront​ ​
donc​ ​pas​ ​l’empêcher​ ​de​ ​passer​ ​de​ ​bonnes​ ​vacances​ ​
à​ ​Canterville​ ​Chase​ ​avec​ ​sa​ ​femme​ ​et​ ​ses​ ​quatre​ ​
enfants.
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•​ ​Modern​ ​America:
Mr​ ​Otis
An​ ​American​ ​minister​ ​and​ ​the​ ​father​ ​of​ ​four​ ​
children.​ ​He​ ​is​ ​a​ ​modern​ ​man​ ​who​ ​does​ ​not​ ​believe​ ​
in​ ​the​ ​supernatural.
Mrs​ ​Otis
In​ ​her​ ​youth,​ ​she​ ​was​ ​known​ ​for​ ​her​ ​beauty.​ ​Now​ ​
she​ ​takes​ ​care​ ​of​ ​her​ ​four​ ​children.
Wa​ ​sh​ ​i​ ​n​ ​g​ ​t​ ​on
The​ ​oldest​ ​child,​ ​every​ ​bit​ ​as​ ​sensible​ ​as​ ​
his​ ​father.
The​ ​twins
They​ ​go​ ​to​ ​Eton,​ ​a​ ​famous​ ​English​ ​school.​ ​They​ ​
also​ ​love​ ​to​ ​play​ ​pranks.
Miss​ ​Virginia
Fifteen​ ​years​ ​old,​ ​she​ ​likes​ ​going​ ​for​ ​rides​ ​on​ ​
her​ ​pony.
The​ ​Mystery​ ​of​ ​The​ ​Canterville​ ​Ghost
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•​ ​Old​ ​England:​ ​
Sir​ ​Simon​ ​de​ ​Canterville
In​ ​1575,he​ ​killed​ ​his​ ​wife,Lady​ ​Eleanore.Nine​ ​years​ ​
later,​ ​he​ ​disappeared​ ​in​ ​mysterious​ ​circumstances.
Mrs​ ​Umney
The​ ​housekeeper​ ​at​ ​Canterville​ ​Chase,​ ​where​ ​
she​ ​has​ ​worked​ ​for​ ​over​ ​ﬁfty​ ​years.
The​ ​young​ ​Duke​ ​of​ ​Cheshire
A​ ​member​ ​of​ ​the​ ​English​ ​aristocracy.​ ​He​ ​is​ ​very​ ​
in​ ​love​ ​with​ ​Virginia.​ ​
The​ ​Mystery​ ​of​ ​The​ ​Canterville​ ​Ghost
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VOCABULARY
•​ ​
youth​ ​[ju:]​ ​jeunesse
•​ ​
every​ ​[ev​ ​r]​ ​every​ ​bit​ ​as​ ​sensible​ ​as...​ ​
aussi​ ​raisonnable​ ​que...
•​ ​
a​ ​twin​ ​[twn]​ ​un​ ​jumeau​ ​(une​ ​jumelle)
•​ ​
a​ ​prank​ ​[prk]​ ​une​ ​farce
•​ ​
a​ ​ride​ ​[rad]​ ​une​ ​promenade
•​ ​
a​ ​housekeeper​ ​[haski:p]​ ​une​ ​gouvernante
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​ ​A​ ​new​ ​owner​ ​
for​ ​the​ ​haunted​ ​house
Mr​ ​Hiram​ ​B.​ ​Otis,​ ​an​ ​American​ ​minister,​ ​is​ ​
moving​ ​to​ ​England​ ​with​ ​his​ ​family.​ ​He​ ​buys​ ​a​ ​large​ ​
country​ ​house​ ​called​ ​Canterville​ ​Chase​ ​to​ ​be​ ​their​ ​
new​ ​home.​ ​The​ ​previous​ ​owner,​ ​Lord​ ​Canterville,​ ​
warns​ ​Mr​ ​Otis​ ​that​ ​a​ ​ghost​ ​lives​ ​in​ ​the​ ​house​ ​but​ ​
this​ ​announcement​ ​does​ ​not​ ​seem​ ​to​ ​bother​ ​him.
“Before​ ​you​ ​buy​ ​this​ ​house​ ​Mr​ ​Otis,​ ​I​ ​must​ ​tell​ ​you​ ​
that​ ​it​ ​is​ ​haunted,”​ ​says​ ​Lord​ ​Canterville.
“I​ ​come​ ​from​ ​a​ ​modern​ ​country​ ​and​ ​we​ ​are​ ​not​ ​
afraid​ ​of​ ​ghosts,”​ ​answers​ ​Mr​ ​Otis.
A​ ​few​ ​weeks​ ​later,​ ​Mr​ ​and​ ​Mrs​ ​Otis​ ​arrive​ ​at​ ​
Canterville​ ​Chase​ ​with​ ​their​ ​four​ ​children.​ ​It​ ​is​ ​
a​ ​lovely​ ​July​ ​evening​ ​but​ ​as​ ​they​ ​approach​ ​the​ ​
house,​ ​the​ ​sky​ ​darkens​ ​and​ ​rain​ ​begins​ ​to​ ​fall.
An​ ​old​ ​woman​ ​dressed​ ​in​ ​black​ ​is​ ​waiting​ ​for​ ​them​ ​
on​ ​the​ ​steps.​ ​It​ ​is​ ​Mrs​ ​Umney,​ ​the​ ​housekeeper.
“Welcome​ ​to​ ​Canterville​ ​Chase,”​ ​she​ ​says.
They​ ​follow​ ​her​ ​into​ ​the​ ​house​ ​to​ ​have​ ​tea​ ​in​ ​the​ ​
library.​ ​
The​ ​Mystery​ ​of​ ​The​ ​Canterville​ ​Ghost
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VOCABULARY
•​ ​
a​ ​minister​ ​[mnst]​ ​un​ ​ministre
•​ ​
a​ ​country​ ​[kntr]​ ​a​ ​country​ ​house​ ​
une​ ​maison​ ​de​ ​campagne
•​ ​
haunted​ ​[h:ntd]​ ​hanté(e)
•​ ​
to​ ​be​ ​afraid​ ​[fred]​ ​avoir​ ​peur
•​ ​
a​ ​few​ ​[fju:]​ ​quelques
•​ ​
later​ ​[let]​ ​plus​ ​tard
•​ ​
lovely​ ​[lvl]​ ​beau​ ​(belle),​ ​magnifique
•​ ​
to​ ​darken​ ​[d:kn]​ ​s’assombrir
•​ ​
to​ ​fall​ ​[f:l]​ ​tomber
•​ ​
a​ ​step​ ​[step]​ ​une​ ​marche
•​ ​
to​ ​follow​ ​[fl]​ ​suivre
•​ ​
a​ ​library​ ​[labrr]​ ​une​ ​bibliothèque
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1.1.​ ​Where​ ​is​ ​Canterville​ ​Chase​ ​situated?Where​ ​is​ ​Canterville​ ​Chase​ ​situated?

In​ ​an​ ​English​ ​city

In​ ​the​ ​countryside​ ​in​ ​Great​ ​Britain

In​ ​an​ ​American​ ​city
2.2.​ ​Who​ ​is​ ​going​ ​to​ ​live​ ​at​ ​Canterville​ ​Chase?Who​ ​is​ ​going​ ​to​ ​live​ ​at​ ​Canterville​ ​Chase?

Lord​ ​Canterville​ ​and​ ​Mrs​ ​Umney

Six​ ​members​ ​of​ ​an​ ​English​ ​family​ ​called​ ​Otis

The​ ​Otis​ ​couple​ ​with​ ​their​ ​four​ ​children
3.3.​ ​Does​ ​the​ ​new​ ​owner​ ​know​ ​that​ ​the​ ​house​ ​isDoes​ ​the​ ​new​ ​owner​ ​know​ ​that​ ​the​ ​house​ ​is​ ​
haunted?haunted?

Yes,​ ​the​ ​previous​ ​owner​ ​has​ ​told​ ​him​ ​that​ ​a​ ​ghost​ ​lives​ ​
at​ ​Canterville​ ​Chase.

No,​ ​he​ ​has​ ​no​ ​idea​ ​but​ ​he​ ​will​ ​soon​ ​discover​ ​it!
4.4.​ ​Who​ ​is​ ​Mrs​ ​Umney?Who​ ​is​ ​Mrs​ ​Umney?

The​ ​new​ ​owner’s​ ​wife

An​ ​old​ ​housekeeper​ ​dressed​ ​in​ ​black

Lord​ ​Canterville’s​ ​wife
The​ ​Mystery​ ​of​ ​The​ ​Canterville​ ​Ghost
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
Match​ ​the​ ​English​ ​words​ ​to​ ​their​ ​French​ ​translation.Match​ ​the​ ​English​ ​words​ ​to​ ​their​ ​French​ ​translation.
​ ​A​ ​ghost​ ​​ ​​ ​Hanté
​ ​The​ ​owner​ ​
​ ​​ ​Une​ ​gouvernante
​ ​A​ ​housekeeper​ ​
​ ​​ ​La​ ​campagne
​ ​The​ ​country​ ​
​ ​​ ​Une​ ​bibliothèque
​ ​Haunted​ ​
​ ​​ ​Le​ ​propriétaire
​ ​A​ ​library​ ​
​ ​​ ​Un​ ​fantôme
​ ​
A​ ​strange​ ​discovery
Can​ ​you​ ​guess​ ​the​ ​missing​ ​words?
The​ ​story​ ​takes​ ​place​ ​in​ ​E​ ​,​ ​more​ ​precisely​ ​
at​ ​Canterville​ ​Chase,​ ​a​ ​c_________​ ​house.​ ​Mr​ ​Otis,​ ​
an​ ​American​ ​m__________​ ​buys​ ​Lord​ ​Canterville’s​ ​
house​ ​and​ ​we​ ​learn​ ​that​ ​there​ ​is​ ​a​ ​g_______​ ​in​ ​the​ ​
house.​ ​When​ ​the​ ​new​ ​family​ ​arrive,​ ​Mrs​ ​Umney,​ ​the​ ​
h___________​ ​welcomes​ ​them.​ ​They​ ​have​ ​tea​ ​in​ ​the​ ​
l_________.
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