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[image: ][image: ]  The Dance of 
  Jim Crow 
 O
 ur story begins with a hit song that everyone in  
 America is singing in the year 1828:  
 Come listen, all you girls and boys,  
 'm just from Tuckahoe;  
 'm going to sing a little song,  
 My name's Jim Crow!  
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[image: ] The song,   Jump Jim Crow,   is by a white singer named  
 Thomas Rice, who performs with his face blacked-up to  
 look like an African-American. It's a fast, funny song for  
 banjo and violin about the dance of a handicapped slave  
  called Jim Crow. 

[image: ] Rice's song becomes one of the great hits of the 19th  
 century, and soon ‘Jim Crow' is used as a derogatory*  
 name for anyone who is black.  
 By 1865, the dancing has stopped as America  
 descends into civil war over the slavery question, killing  
 more of its own sons in four years than in all subsequent  
 war combined. But, by the end, the slaves are liberated  
 and blacks are given equal rights with whites by  
  Constitutional amendment. 
 Except... they're not.  
 Because each state gradually  
 passes new laws that keep  
 blacks from exercising those  
  Constitutional rights. Laws 
 to stop them voting. Laws to  
 stop them owning businesses  
 or property. Laws to stop them  
 travelling. Laws to segregate them  
 from white Americans in every single  
  area of life. 
 And these laws are known to everyone as ‘the Jim  
  Crow Laws'. 
  *derogatory: péjoratif 
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