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Preface
Devoteam is an adventure, an entrepreneurial epic that began just over thirty years ago. It’s a story punctuated by long vigils of comradeship, performance and victory. And defeats too. For all these years we have worked relentlessly. We’ve often made mistakes, sometimes been lucky, but always persevered.
We want to first share this story with our employees, both newcomers and veterans, as they are the ones who embody Devoteam; with our clients in France and around the world, whether they are recent or have been with us from the very beginning; with our partners who have stood by us over time; and finally, with those who may wish to join us or who may take an interest in the story of this “tribe.”
Throughout these pages, we aim above all to share the culture and values of this Learning Company, now a Premium Firm.
Enjoy your reading,
Godefroy and Stanislas de Bentzmann

1
Story Of A Premium
Consulting Firm
Devoteam or the Birth of a Company
Genesis. It all began in the summer heat of 1995. Microsoft launched the new version of its Windows operating system and Netscape, a young Californian company, was floated on Nasdaq in a climate of euphoria. The first tech success stories were springing up everywhere. Minitel, the small terminal/screen/keyboard device the French used to find phone numbers, shop or send messages – and France’s pride and joy since the 1980s – was unwittingly living out its final hours. In a few months’ time, it would be completely eclipsed by a computer network invented in the 1960s, but only recently made available to the public. Its name? The internet.
Far from Silicon Valley, we were spending the month of August at our family home in the southwest of France. An IBM employee for ten years, Godefroy was developing a joint venture with Dassault Systemes, while Stanislas was responsible for commercial development of the technology offering, as well as mergers and acquisitions, for the Dutch group Randstad.
We realised that all companies would soon have to reorganise their infrastructures to take advantage of the computing power of networked computers. We understood that an entire world was going to be turned upside down by a technological revolution. We saw a window of opportunity opening up for a new player capable of managing this general disruption, coupled with new security issues to deal with and specific applications to create.
With an old friend on holiday with us, Yves de Talhouët, an Ecole Polytechnique graduate and telecommunications engineer, we sketched out the plans for a company. A few weeks later, on 24 October 1995, the articles of association were filed. With a capital of 250,000 francs (54,000 euros), its registered office was at 111-113 rue Anatole-France, Levallois-Perret, France. From the outset, we wanted to promote the idea that we would develop as a team, and that this development would be dedicated to our clients. Easy to remember, and sounding equally good in French and English, Devoteam was born.
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