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In your store:
Take Me! - Under the Billionaire's Power (The Complete Series)
Mature content. Recommended for 17+ due to mature language and adult situations.
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In your store:
Entice Me! - Obsessed with a Billionaire (The Complete Series)
Mature content. Recommended for 17+ due to mature language and adult situations.
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In your store:
Embrace - At the Billionaire’s Command (The Complete Series)
Mature content. Recommended for 17+ due to mature language and adult situations.
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In your store:
Lust - Under the Billionaire's Control (The Complete Series)
Mature content. Recommended for 17+ due to mature language and adult situations.
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In your store:
Caught - Dominated by a Billionaire - The Complete Series
Mature content. Recommended for 17+ due to mature language and adult situations.
[image: Caught - Dominated by a Billionaire - The Complete Series]

Chloe Wilkox

Rocked by a Vampire

Vol. 9

[image: logo]


1. Escape
The voice. The voice repeating my name.
"Mom, is that you?"
The voice seems to come out of the darkness.
"Mom? Have you come to get me?"
She's calling my name. I have to follow her; I have to get to her!
"Mom?"
"GLORIA!"
***
Have you ever had an adrenaline injection, a shoot strong enough to restart your heart?
Have you ever had such a powerful flash of energy that it feels like the exact opposite of death?
Have you ever almost drowned, and just got to the surface in time?
Have you ever tasted the blood of a vampire?
"That's it, Gloria, that's it... Drink, my love."
"Shit, my mouth is full of blood. I think I'm going to be sick."
I shake my head, trying to chase away the memory and get rid of the stomach-turning yet strangely addictive taste: a mixture of iron and raw meat. The blood of the man I love, the man who has saved my life, the man at my side in a speeding convertible.
Benjamin and I are driving at top speed through the Mojave Desert. There is nothing for a hundred kilometers around us, just us and the road. Yet even in the middle of nowhere, I keep getting flashbacks. Images of the night I almost died, three weeks ago.
Dammit, why won't my memory leave me in peace? Why won't it let me move on?
"Are you okay?" Benjamin asks, throwing me an anxious glance.
I reassure him by squeezing his hand on the gear stick, and shouting above the wind as it snatches my words away:
"Faster!"
"Are you sure? I'm going 130 km an hour!" he answers, his voice steady over the throbbing of the engine.
I nod, agitated and impatient. Ben pushes his foot down on the pedal, and I see the needle on the speedometer go through 130 to 135, 140, 150...
"Wooohoooo!" I whoop, gripping my seat as the car rushes through the landscape.
Ever since the attack, I've not been able to stop thrill-seeking. Speed, sex, danger: they remind me that I'm still alive and help to pull me out of my lethargy. The second I stop making love, dancing on bar-tables, or belting out songs on stage, I feel like I'm going insane.
At night, sometimes I wake up in tears, out of breath, like I'm drowning. In the day, I feel like I'm being watched. I can't stop thinking about André's eyes, that disconcerting shade of mauve. I often feel like he's staring at me, like my attacker is behind me, waiting for my guard to drop so he can strike. Sometimes, I manage to chase away the fear with torrid lovemaking. Sometimes, it just creeps up on me. That's when my throat goes tight. No matter how hard I try to breathe, I feel like I'm not getting any oxygen. Just like…
Just like when André slit my throat.
That one clean, determined, merciless swipe.
He didn't even give me time to beg, to ask him not to hurt me!
I would have done it. I'm that weak! I'd have done anything to save my life. Got down on my knees, renounced my heritage, given up my powers…
Enough! I have to stop thinking about it! If I don't, I'll have another panic attack. But how am I meant to get rid of this kind of thought, when I'm cruelly aware that if Benjamin hadn't seen that maniac rushing out of my dressing room, if he hadn't smelled my blood through the open door, he wouldn't have been there in a flash, and I'd be dead right now?
Oh! Why can't I just enjoy the moment: crossing the desert with the love of my life by my side, being on tour with the Black Sparrows, tonight's concert in Vegas, my friends?
"Friends"? Am I really naive enough to think I have friends?
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