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This book is dedicated to the little Indian or African girl who will die because her mother had no choice but to cook on a domestic stove fuelled by coal, wood, charcoal or animal waste – the consequence of an immoral, baseless ideology.



Foreword





This is a most timely book. After the fiasco of the December 2009 Copenhagen Climate change conference, intended to secure a global agreement on worldwide decarbonisation, which was followed by evidence of scandalous shortcomings in the IPCC process on which national governments were expected to base their climate change policies, and in front of the expected Paris COP 21 fiasco, there are more and more reasons to question the conventional wisdom of what has become almost a new religion.

 

Christian Gerondeau, a distinguished French engineer, explains clearly why the conventional approach is so deeply flawed, and what needs to be put in its place. As an engineer (and he points out that one reason why China rejects the decarbonisation agenda may be that its leaders are nearly all engineers by training) he is neither overcome by the cultural pessimism of the Western political classes nor seduced by their grandiose oratory. He keeps his feet on the ground and is concerned with what works.

 

Thus we should focus less on the uncertain science of global warming and on highly speculative horror stories about its possible impact, and more on the practical way forward, where the key is technological development, and the enhanced opportunities which that provides to adapt to any climate change that may occur. Moreover, while the technologically inept and economically ruinous decarbonisation route, even if it could be globally agreed (which it cannot), would intensify the problem of world poverty, the way ahead which Christian Gerondeau charts would alleviate it.

 

As Gerondeau observes, future generations will find it hard to believe the story he accurately recounts in this book. It is a book that deserves to be widely read.

Nigel Lawson,
Former UK Secretary of State for Energy
Former UK Chancellor






Preface





Over the past 20 years, scores of books have been written in attempts to explain that our planet’s climate and temperature variations have little or no connection to CO2 levels in the earth’s atmosphere. Some of these works were penned by leading scientists, others by extremely talented authors. Some have gone on to become bestsellers.

 

However, with the Paris Climate Change Conference COP 21 in late 2015 fast approaching, we are confronted with the reality that such arguments have largely been in vain.

 

Faced with claims constantly repeated by the United Nations, the most official credible international organizations, the unanimous voice of the governments in developed countries, and even the most respected religious authorities, the vast majority of global public opinion remains convinced that the earth is heating up at a dangerous rate, that climate-related disasters are rapidly on the increase, that the blame lies squarely with humans on account of their use of fossil fuels, and that we urgently need to make fundamental changes to reduce the volume of emissions and overhaul the very operating principles of our economies.

 

In this context, it is not unreasonable to ask why a French author, who trained as an ingénieur rather than a climatologist and is little-known in the English-speaking world, decided it would be a worthwhile endeavor to add yet another volume to the long list of those that have tried with little success to explain that the overwhelming consensus on the subject of climate is wrong and unfounded.

 

In response to the above question, I should point out that this book is in no way intended to wade into the ongoing scientific debates on climate change and its causes – although it must be said that, contrary to official predictions, average global temperatures have plateaued for almost 20 years.

 

My aim is to address the issue of climate in a different way, from three main angles.

 

The first concerns the drastic consequences that would ensue from yielding to the demands of the proponents of the official line. For the first time, these consequences are quantified in terms of human lives, and the figures are terrifying. Millions of human lives are directly threatened by the irresponsible claims arising out of a mistaken view of climate changes and their causes.

 

To be precise and according to the World Health Organization itself, more than four million lives of women, children, and men are at stake every year!

 

This is the weak point of those who support assertions stating that climate changes are attributable to human activities and especially CO2 emissions inevitably arising from the use of oil, gas and coal by humanity, and that we have to dramatically reduce them. One should counter the arguments of these official theses all the more so that poor country leaders’ multiple statements unfortunately confirm that millions of human beings die each year because they did not have access to the benefits of fossil fuels.

 

And who could sensibly believe a single second that mankind will leave unused in the ground the oil, natural gas or coal we are so lucky to have inherited in large enough amounts from a faraway past? If not by rich countries, these energies will fortunately be used by developing ones, for it’s a matter of life and death for their inhabitants. It’s something we can do nothing about, and there is no prosperity on earth without CO2 emissions for any foreseeable future.

 

But one has to admit it. For the time being, the battle of ideas is lost on the ground of controversies between climatologists, regardless of the merits of the arguments of those who challenge official claims. Therefore, the debate is to be taken in another area, the most unquestionable one, the field of human life itself.

 

One should not hesitate to tell the truth. If they were followed, those who propagate the fashionable climate ideology of “decarbonisation” would have blood on their hands even though they do not want it and are unaware of it.

 

The second angle of approach centers on a fundamental question. Can we trust the organization that is responsible for the current dominant thinking, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC)? The originality of this approach stems from the fact that the response to this question does not lie in its pronouncements on future climate change, which could provoke endless debate, but in its absurd claims in the field of energy, where it is totally contradicted by the undisputed authority on the subject, the International Energy Agency (IEA). Let us not beat about the bush, it is impossible to trust an organization that consciously spouts barefaced lies and distorts the conclusions drawn by its own hand-picked experts.

 

Who could trust a body which blatantly dares to repeatedly state that close to 80% of global energy could be provided by renewables in 2050, when the actual figure does not exceed about 5% for the main ones?

 

These are liars. In the name of the United Nations, the mankind supreme world body.

 

And if our planet’temperature was to significantly increase in the future, for which there is no certainly, humanity would adapt itself to change, as it has always done in the past with no help from modern technologies.

 

Besides, are we so sure than some increase in global temperature would have more negative consequences that positive ones?

 

The third unprecedented facet of the book’s approach brings some degree of hope. There is evidence of public opinion showing signs of common sense when the population is not lied to. The percentage of French people who oppose the subsidies to renewable energy sources jumps almost tenfold from 7% when they are told that these resources are free, to 68% when the actual surcharge on their electricity bills is revealed.

 

Under these circumstances, what is most astonishing may lie in the large international organisations which unanimously convey the whole official and catastrophist vision of the present and future climate evolution without changing it in any way, as it was developed twenty years ago by the IPCC.

 

One can understand, without at all excusing it, that it is so with the United Nations or the World Meteorological Organisation since the IPCC is their common emanation.

 

But what about the attitude of the World Bank or the International Monetary Fund, implementing policies defeating the whole purpose of their existence, because they blindly trust IPCC unfounded assertions without verifying them? Or what about OECD?

 

Moreover, what about the deafening silence of the International Energy Agency, whose forecasts clearly show that CO2 anthropogenic emissions of the planet will inevitably and strongly grow by the middle of the century merely because of the incompressible needs of poor countries; and which lets gigantic meetings happen in Paris and elsewhere, the utopian goal of which being to reduce emissions by half, thus mocking the participants?

 

By challenging the leaders of these large global organisations to assume their responsibility, it will be possible one day to stop one of the most harmful myths that the planet has ever known; because only a body which derives its legitimacy from its global vocation can oppose the arguments of a structure emanating from the highest moral authority in the world, the United Nations. Which Head of one of these agencies will dare to require his or her own services to form an objective and independent opinion on the practices, the validity and the consequences of the claims of the IPCC? Could Madame Lagarde who is well known the world over to have her feet on the ground be the one?

 

And also what about the surprising silence of the other actors in the field of energy, including the major oil companies?

 

As a final point, I should add that this book is the exact translation of the original French version, which is being published simultaneously. As much as it pains me as a European and a Frenchman, I have retained the description of the drivel currently circulating in the two major countries in continental Europe – Germany and France – under the illusion that they can ‘save the planet’.

 

It is my hope that this book will go some way toward helping humanity return to reason in a field where all has been lost for two long decades.

Christian Gerondeau
Paris, 30 October 2015
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« A BOOK TO BE WIDELY READ!»
Nigel Lawson






