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“ He who is the master of education 
can change the face of the world”


    Leibniz (1646 – 1716)

  


  
    Foreword


    An increasing number of voices, in almost all the countries of the world, are speaking up to say that education is dying out. In spite of this, society seems resigned to the situation and has adapted to it, as if it were an inevitability that we can do nothing to change. However, it is for parents and adults in general to react accordingly, in the interests of each and every one of us. If they do not do so without delay, things will continue to worsen, to the detriment of “Living side by side”, to use a term often heard today. I sincerely believe that the future of humanity depends to a great extent on our aptitude for educating our children appropriately, hence the title of this opusculum.


    I have always been interested by all that gravitates around education. This is perhaps what led me many years ago to become a primary school teacher. I have very good memories of this period of my life, which is not totally distanced from my present function within the Ancient Mystical Order Rosae Crucis. But even back then I had the impression, as did some of my colleagues, that children were no longer properly educated, hence the increasingly problematic behaviour demonstrated by some of them (lack of discipline, impoliteness, lack of attention, etc). The situation has since deteriorated considerably.


    The fact of having been a primary school teacher has led me to better differentiate between what we call “education” and “teaching”. In fact, educating a child means instilling ethical values in him, so that he will behave in as fitting a way as possible in society. This is the duty and the responsibility of the parents. Teaching them consists of transmitting theoretical and practical knowledge to them, with a view to integrating them into the professional world. This is the role of teachers, who, in principle, have been trained to do so. In France, the name “National Education” only adds to the confusion, because it implies that the role of schools is to ensure the pupils’ education. In my view, it would have been wiser to opt for “National Teaching” or “School Teaching”.


    Whatever the case may be, education is no longer carried out as it should be, and this can be felt each day, not only in school but also within family and social circles. If this is so, it is because parents have either given up in this domain or no longer possess the necessary points of reference in order to see this task through. It has, therefore, become a matter of urgency to (re-)educate children properly, so that in adulthood they may do the same for their own children and thus work for the emergence of a more harmonious society that cares for the respect and well-being of everyone.


    It is very difficult to properly educate a child, as it resembles more an art than a science. Of course, there are many books available on to the subject but, as inspiring as they might be, they are above all bases for reflection. After having read them, and even assuming that we share the ideas expressed and the advice given, the most problematic part remains to be done: moving from theory to practice. This unpretentious book is no exception to this, especially as it contains nothing new in itself. As I said earlier, education happens to be a subject that has always been close to my heart. Therefore, I thought it would be useful to express myself on the subject, in as simple and concise a manner as possible.


    Serge Toussaint 
Grand Master of A.M.O.R.C.

  


  
    Education


    It is clear that the world today is in a bad way. To be convinced of this, we only have to listen to the radio, watch the television, read the press or consult the internet. The majority of countries are undergoing a major political, economic and social crisis, as well as a loss in fundamental values. In this troubled climate, many independent observers acknowledge that education is posing a problem. Most teachers are the first to recognise this, as the pupils they have before them in class are above all children. Yet it must be noted that their behaviour is increasingly difficult to deal with.


    Academic Failure


    For several years now, we have been using the term “academic failure” a great deal, because this concerns more and more pupils, whatever their level. To explain or justify this state of fact, we tend to look towards the school itself and question the way it is run: lack of means, overcrowded classes, ill-adapted syllabuses and poorly or insufficiently trained teachers, etc. Naturally we cannot exclude on the face of it inadequacies or shortcomings linked to the education system itself, but should we not question ourselves on the behaviour of the pupils? Indeed, if they were better educated, teachers would not waste so much time and energy on discipline, and would better be able to teach them.


    Since I am on the subject of school achievement, there is one point that must be taken into consideration. Whatever we may say, all children do not have the same intellectual capacities, so that there will always be some who succeed better than others. It is therefore a good thing to ensure they have the same chances when learning the so-called fundamental subjects (reading, arithmetic and spelling, etc) but, short of lowering the level of the contents of this learning, it is impossible to obtain equal results. To claim the opposite is to take an ideological stance that leads sooner or later to failure, because the school of life is not egalitarian; it makes no concessions and makes everyone face up to himself.


    For several decades, we have deemed it necessary to guide the greatest number possible of pupils towards so-called “higher” education. In doing so we have come to favour intellectual pathways to the detriment of manual pathways. This choice has served to undermine manual professions, which are nonetheless just as useful, noble and laudable as the other professions. As a result, there is a lack of builders, plasterers, painters, plumbers and joiners, etc. If we add to this an obvious loss in the know-how of past times, and a permanent preoccupation with cost-effectiveness, not to say profitability, we should not be surprised at the ever-increasing number of building, manufacturing, construction and other faults. This leads us to say, quite rightly, that “professional conscientiousness no longer exists”.
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