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In your store:
Take Me! - Under the Billionaire's Power (The Complete Series)
Mature content. Recommended for 17+ due to mature language and adult situations.
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In your store:
Caught - Dominated by a Billionaire - The Complete Series
Mature content. Recommended for 17+ due to mature language and adult situations.
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In your store:
Lust - Under the Billionaire's Control (The Complete Series)
Mature content. Recommended for 17+ due to mature language and adult situations.
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In your store:
Entice Me! - Obsessed with a Billionaire (The Complete Series)
Mature content. Recommended for 17+ due to mature language and adult situations.
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In your store:
Embrace - At the Billionaire’s Command (The Complete Series)
Mature content. Recommended for 17+ due to mature language and adult situations.
[image: Embrace - At the Billionaire’s Command (The Complete Series)]
1. Changing Worlds
The first thing I do when I return to my body is scream so hard it could almost burst my lungs. Absolutely terrified, I look around in panic: yes, I'm definitely in Matt's suite. This is indeed his little living room, with his comfortable beige armchairs, the sideboard, and on top of it, the whisky set.
What happened? How long have I been gone?
Matt rushes over to me to hold me in his arms and calm me down. Slowly, my breathing becomes smoother and my pulse returns to normal.
"Matthew," I ask him, my whole body shaking, "what happened?"
I'm still terrified by my experience. It was awful! I was in some sort of… limbo. I felt like I was trapped in a coffin, buried six feet under. I couldn't see, hear, or feel anything…
I had no bodily existence!
Frantically, I pat my head, shoulders, arms, and legs, to check that I'm unhurt… that everything is there.
Everything seems to be fine. Phew!
So is that what a soul is? This thing which obviously left my body and got lost in another dimension, where time and matter don't exist. Of all the traumatizing experiences I've had, this was the worst. And I don't know if it lasted a minute or a hundred years!
Matt lets go of me and goes to pour us a pick-me-up. Outside, the sun is rising, the pink of dawn coloring the New York sky. He hands me my whiskey.
"What's the last thing you remember?" he asks gently, trying not to upset me.
"I was here," I say. "In this chair, waiting for you to get dressed. And I had a sort of vision. I didn't know if I was hallucinating, if it was a trap of Andreï's to weaken me, or if it was real."
"What did you see?" he asks, holding his breath.
"Matt," I say, standing up so that my face is on a level with his. "It was… It was Sofia."
His whole body starts shaking.
"So I haven't gone mad," he murmurs.
"What, Matt? What do you mean?" I insist. "Explain! I don't understand!"
"She… She spoke to me, Gloria. Through you. She spoke to me with your voice, but it was definitely her. I recognized her tone, her expressions, her gestures! It was…"
He stops there, unable to describe his experience. Teetering with shock, he lets himself fall into an armchair.
"I thought maybe I'd gone insane," he confides. "Sofia talked about an 'Afterworld' where she had found peace along with other mortals, who died in supernatural circumstances like her. She told me that normally, she couldn't communicate with vampires and other cursed creatures. That to speak to me, she got a witch to help her, so that she could take possession of your body."
I remember what Sofia said just before throwing me out of my own flesh.
"I don't need your permission to use your body as a vessel. I only asked out of friendship for Livia, but if you refuse…"
Suddenly, everything becomes clear. If my mother helped her, Sofia must have had a message for Matt, a message he needs so that he can help me in my transformation process.
"Matt," I urge him, my heart spilling over with hope, "tell me what you know. How long did Sofia talk to you? What did she want? It was about my transformation, wasn't it?"
"Gloria..." Matt answers uncomfortably.
He goes quiet, and the silence hangs in the air, dense and heavy. I look at him questioningly, assuming the worst.
"We only spoke for a few minutes," he says eventually. "Sofia didn't mention your transformation. That wasn't why she wanted to see me. I'm sorry, really I am," he adds, squeezing my hand in his to soften the blow.
"But... but how?" I protest. "My mother helped her in the Afterworld! She promised me in a dream that you have the solution!"
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